Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 







1 
1 

m 






2U 










1 




r 


1 



i-. 



I 



EXTRACTS 



FROM 



THE RECORDS 



OK THE 



BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVEMENT. 



^utKst^ti in ti)e flmcrfran Journal of ti)e fftlifcti Sititntn 



HY 



THE SECRETARIES OF THE SOCIETT: 



SAMUEL PARKMAN, M.D. — 1848-9 ; 
WILLIAM W. MORLAND, M.D. — 1850-3. 



VOL. I. 






• • 






• * ■» 



BOSTON: 

PRINTED IX)R THE S0CIBT7 FOR MKDICAL IMPROVEMENT. 

1853. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS 



OF THE 



BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL IMPROVEMENT. 



BY SAMUEL PAROIAN, M. D., Sjccrktart. 



(Bztracted firom tlie American Jonmal of the Med. ScL for Oct. 1848.] 



Jan. 24th, 1848. — Hydrocephalic Child. — Dr. Storer presented two 
drawings for the cabinet, and read the following account of the case with 
measurements, &c. The child was examined at Brighton October 29th, 
1847. It was then five years and six months old. It died about a fort- 
night since, being about five years and nine months old. 

Its head measured as follows : — 

Circumference, 27} inches ; from centres of meatus auditorii, 17| in. ; 
from base of nose to occipital ridge 19 in. ; from base of nose to hair on 
forehead, 3} in. ; from meatus to posterior fontanelle, 5i in. ; from fore- 
head to occiput, 10} in. ; greatest transverse width, 7i in.; from meatus 
to frontal protuberance of the same side, 4 jf in. ; space between internal 
canthi 1} in. ; weight of head lOi lbs. ; of body, including head, 22i lbs.; 
fontaneUes nearly ossified. 

The head was large at birth, and increased rapidly during the first six 
months. The growth of the body has been very slow ; the muscles of the 
extremities are attenuated and feeble ; he has never been able to bear his 
own weight ; when a year old he crept ; but he makes no efifort to move 
now ; he either sits upon the floor or is supported in a chair. 

He is easily frightened ; has had frequent falls with injury to the head. 
When fourteen months old he had two convulsions, supposed owing to 
indigestible food, and has since frequently appeared as if about to have a 
recurrence of the fits. Had no increased difficulty while teething ; had 
chicken-pox and whooping-cough the same winter without any particular 
1 
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troiihlf!. 'V\\n npiM!titn hn» always been good, and he has eaten as much 
UN I'omnKMi children. Tho nloop is good, and he uniformly wakes early 
in tlin morning, iind niwiiwn cliccrful and happy. Although the evacuations 
hiivn not priMcd invohintiirily, yet, for the most part, they have occurred 
without giving warning, roscmbling infants in this respect. The urine has 
nlwityN Ix'on |)nMrd in bed, and has sometimes been immoderate in quantity. 

Tiippinff in Hydrocephalus, '-^Yiv. S. Parkman had performed this 
oporiuion fivo tinim at intervals of a week in a child six months of age, 
drawing nir about trn ounces of fluid each time ; the punctures were made 
nt tlio nntorior fontunollis on the ti>idc of the median line, and the in- 
Ntruniitnli n Itnn trttrhnr, iMitcrod about two inches. The head measured 
twrnty inchrM in ririMunfcronco, and the fontanellcs were large and bulg- 
ing. Tbo rhild wus oomatoso; occasionally moaning; pupils dilated and 
inii(MiHiblo without strabismus. Pulse small and feeble ; appetite as usual, 
Mul bowc*U inclined to oostivencss. After each tapping, the head was 
cnrorully Ptmppod with adhosivu plaster, and the child aroused in a very 
mnrkod mnrtncr. *rho Ihiiil, howovor, rapidly regenerated each time, and 
drnth ooourrrd at\or the til^h tapping, without any change of symptoms. 
At tho autopity iho convolutions wore found flattened, and the cerebral sub- 
»laurt« about half ai\ inch thick ; tho ventricular cavities contained a pint 
of cWr lluid* No »igns of intlammation produced by the operations. 

ihttiH'mfts and l)atntcrrr%Uype views of appearances in LUestines^ con- 
stqHffit Hp^m the DiarrharafoUofrinie iiritish Ty^ut, as seen in Boston. 
•»l>r. Uowditoh exhibiieti those, tho property of Dr. Upham, who had 
cauike\l tlioin to bo oxocutod, the former by Mr, Seigur, the artist ; the 
laiior, by Mr* >Vhipplo« Tho appoarancos were remarkably well shown 
in K>ih oa«oa« *rhe ap|>oaranoo9 were a vivid ivdneas of the upper portion 
i\|' iKo »maU inio^tino, and iho mucoi» membrane near the ileo-eaeral valve 
ihvx^wn iiuo br^ olovaiod transvor^ r^iga^ of a mottled r^ and dark or 
divix whuo o«\Kmr. S«>me of iho^ r»^ ^in the original specimens) were 
lhr<>o or tour hnos hi^h and one thiek. Tho intervals weie pakr; but the 
>ai h«>le of tho inomSrAno had lost iis wonted polish. Pever^s pairlKts wx:re 
M<n |>ortoo('y hMdihx« makmic «)epressu^ns in the ropr. Tbe laxrr inirs- 
unos xi-oro ^stoaiiV «^.)^'>>K>arod, and iho mnootss membran» thickened, aai 
ui jv«r» nloeraio^. The sso^ji»si i^anus wew xwr disxine: in ibe pil&)». 
l^r. I i^ham ha«i ;nou«>e^« among ibe en^nAts dMivajM^ix^ fK«B n-phww 
A 4L>fsv^.5jor. 10 *i»WTfc*Y-Ju m iih sluay. bui rfcwCy Sk>o£r cwcthaix^; a: 
tiWK^s T«Ciotr«*k v«;<.U> onlx JrmjwanA Jk\ fonertolx red^nuni: w.-ji :2- 
ejy^awsi f^rxr^ix^ a3n«^ almoef^; «3i:iTrsaVx uul Tiits sTai^nm ^'^mjnfOk'M 
«Mi or t^a-ei^-e o*x^ a:Vi *N>a^ jLi«ce3>*>f^ wjbwoIt a«^aSk w somr c:M]r:jr 
envv. IVurtk look jxiaw' )Kt&x.«:x :;oa *•«» lo 5^v mo£;hs *:«:: itif C3a> 
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rhopa began, and, on examination, the above appearances, or others wholly 
similar, were nniversally observed. 

Feb, 1 4th. — Spontaneous Laceration of the Pericardiac Aorta. — Dr. 
J. B. S. Jackson exhibited the specimen from a patient of Dr. Getting, 
of Roxbury, associate member of the society. A man, sixty years of age, 
of healthy appearance, bat rather dyspeptic, ate heartily of ham at break- 
fast, to which he was not accustomed, and again at noon. In the evening 
he complained of nausea and faintness, and by Dr. C.'s advice took an 
emetic. The pulse was noted as rather small. Nothing unusual oc- 
curred during the first part of the night ; but about two, his wife was 
awakened by his oppressed breathing, and he soon died. 

On dissection, the cavity of the pericardium contained about six ounces 
of fluid and coagulated blood. The aorta, which was shown to the 
society, presented a laceration about half way between the valves and the 
arch, extending through the entire thickness of the vessel, and in a spiral 
direction, so as to involve more than its circumference. The pericardium 
was stripped up from the anterior face of the aorta, forming a large cavity 
filled with blood, which had finally burst. In regard to structure the 
ascending aorta was almost perfectly healthy, and the descending portion 
was but moderately diseased. The edges of the laceration were nearly as 
smooth as if cut with a knife. The heart and other organs were healthy. 

Colloid Cancer of the Stomach. — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson presented the 
specimen from a patient of Dr. Storer, a short, fat, healthy looking 
woman, of forty-five years of age. The antecedents were dyspeptic feel- 
ings for a year ; frequent vomiting, with distress at stomach, and loss of 
appetite for five or six weeks. Two weeks before death. Dr. S. being 
consulted, discovered epigastric tumour. The appearance of health was 
preserved to the last, and the patient was out as usual within a month of 
her decease. 

The stomach, which was presented to the society, and is in the cabinet, 
showed the appearances of colloid cancer very well marked, involving the 
entire circumference of the pyloric portion to the extent of four or five 
inches, and encroaching slightly upon the duodenum. The mucous mem- 
brane was first affected, and afterwards the muscular, the sub-mucous cel- 
lular tissue being but little implicated ; the maximum thickness was two- 
thirds of an inch ; the surface was ulcerated to but a slight extent. From 
the anterior face of the stomach there projected externally a mass of the 
same disease of considerable size, and from the posterior face a similar 
one, but smaller. Two or three other small masses were also seen in the 
substance of the organ near the small curvature, and in the omentum near 
the large curvature were traces of the disease. The stomach was large 
and the mucous membrane in the portion not diseased, presented a uniform 
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redness without other change All the other organs were perfectly free 
from malignant disease. 

28/A. — Rupture of the .^or/a.— The specimen was presented by Dr. 
Jackson, who gave the account of the case as follows : — A man, fifty-six 
years of age, and enjoying good health, was out of town on Tuesday 
afternoon, returning in the evening, and supping about 9 P. M. Soon 
after, he was seized with pain at the epigastrium, extending through to 
spine. During the night there were vomiting and inability to lie down. In 
the morning Dr. Gay saw him, and prescribed opiates with some relief. 
The pain continued during the day, which was passed without lying down, 
and he died at 4^ P. M. At the autopsy about two or three ounces of 
blood were found in the pericardium, and the aorta was ruptured in about 
two-thirds of its circumference just above the valves. The internal coats 
of the artery having given way, the blood had dissected a passage for itself 
until it finally reached the internal iliacs, where perforation of the inner coat 
again took place upon the right side, and the blood returned into its former 
channel ; the branches from the arch were also dissected. This dissection 
involved mostly the posterior parietes of the aorta, and nearly or quite 
one-half of its circumference, the fibres of the middle coat being seen upon 
both surfaces along the false passage. The tissues of artery were no- 
where much diseased, and apparently perfectly healthy at the place of 
rupture, except an appearance as of an old laceration, which had been 
cicatrized just above the valves. 

Apparent Conjunction of Cancer and TMbercle in the same Organ — 
the 7%«/tc/e.— Dr. Jackson presented the specimen removed by Dr. S. 
Parkman at the Hospital. A married man, thirty years of age, eighteen 
months since first noticed a swelling of the right testis, which has gra- 
dually and without pain attained the present size, that, say, of two oranges. 
Six weeks since, in the country, it was punctured under the idea of its 
being a hydrocele, which it much resembled in shape. Since then a little 
pus had been squeezed out each day at the opening. The integuments were 
tense, with several enlarged veins, and non-adherent except at the point 
of puncture^from which a drop or two of pus exuded, of the character 
usually styled scrofulous. The size of the tumour, the enlarged veins, the 
non^udhcsion of the integuments, and the peculiarly elastic feeling sug- 
gested malignant disease; but the scrofulous pus seemed clearly to indicate 
tubercular deposition. The organ exhibited showed the whole of the 
tostiole to be Uie seat of a tubercular abscess, which had destroyed nearly 
the whi>le tissue, while the epididymis showed well marked encephaloid 
di*eti«e« Dr. Parkman had examined both these tissues microscopically, 
nmi found iu the latter a well marked stroma, and the irregular nucleated 
Cf )U as signs of malignant disease ; in the former the microscopic appear- 
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ances were not perfectly conclasive as regards the disease being tubercular. 
Dr. Jackson spoke of this yellow, opaque, tuberculoid formation, as he 
called it, as being not at all uncommon in otherwise well characterized 
encephaloid masses. 

March 1 3/A. ^rm presentations — delivery effected with the aid of Ether' 
ization. — Dr. Channing within three weeks had seen three cases. In the 
first, the cord and hand were in the vagina. Chloroform was administered, 
a foot reached, and the child was bom alive. In the second, labour had 
continued four days, and the child had been dead some time. Ether was 
employed, and turning effected, and the mother did well. In the third. 
Dr. C. saw the woman on the fifth day, as reported by the attendants— 
the child was dead, and the arm enormously swollen. Etherization was 
effected; amputation at the shoulder and evisceration practised, and the 
mother did well. In all three, the advantages of the anssthettc state were 
well marked, both in the facUity it afforded to the operator, and the preven* 
lion of suffering for the mother. 

27th. Paralysis of Long Tliorade Nerve. — Dr. Bowditch exhibited 
the subject, a man twenty years of age. The antecedents were typhoid 
fever in November, convalescense from which was rather tardy. The 
deafness was considerable, which still continues slightly. During conva- 
lescence, he observed the right arm weaker than the other, especially in 
all the motions requiring its raising. He commenced work, that of a soap* 
stone cutter, about ten days since, when one of his companions noticed an 
unusual prominence of the shoulder-blade. The phenomena at present, 
and as exhibited to the Society, are: — a very slight projection of the base 
of right scapula from the side of the chest, when the arm is raised forwards, 
however, this projection increases in a very extraordinary degree, the base 
of the scapula forming a high ridge, admitting the fingers to be passed 
quite into the fossa subscapularis. The arm cannot be raised above a right 
angle. The serratus magnus anticus is evidently the paralyzed muscle. 
When the scapula is supported behind by the hand of another, the arm 
can be readily raised by the patient. There is no other paralysis, or affec- 
tion of the nerves of special sense, save the slight deafness already men- 
tioned. General health good. A mechanical support and electricity were 
suggested as treatment. 

^pril lOM. Ovum blighted and retained for a long time. — Dr. Jackson 
presented the specimen from a patient of Dr. Putnam. A healthy woman, 
mother of nine children, supposed herself to have conceived in November. 
All the symptoms of pregnancy were not present, however, and the exist- 
ence of this condition remained uncertain, until abortion took place, about 
a week since. The fmtus which was exhibited was about the size of a 

1* 
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£ffu9ion into pleural cavities suddenly fatal after scarlet fever. — Dr. 
- E. Ware had attended a child, four or five years of age, with mild scar- 
^ fever, from which the convalescence was good. A week after his dis- 
•ntinuance of visits, he was recalled, and found general anasarca. Under 
^ ~m. e use of diuretics, as uva ursi, this disappeared, and quinine had been 
^ viescribed and taken one day. 

The next morning, the child was well enough to be playing about the 
^"^0086, but was observed to have a little shortness of breath, which gra- 
^J.aally increased towards the latter part of the day, unaccompanied by any 
^E>'ther symptoms. After taking a light supper, the dyspnoea became rapidly 
^orae, and the child died in about four hours, from a gradually increasing 
iffocation. Percussion of both backs gave a dull sound, and there was 
^absence of the respiratory murmur. Dr. W. diagnosed rapid dropsy of 
iho pleural cavities. A similar case had occurred in his practice a year or 
two since. 

Polypus of the Intestine. — Intussusception. — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson ex - 
bibited the specimen from a patient of Dr. C. Wild of Brookline, a female 
of seventy-five years of age. Although the bowels were habitually regular, 
■lie had taken aloetic pills twice, during the three weeks prior to her de- 
cease, on account of vertigo, &c. ; these had operated mildly, and on a Sun- 
day! she took the same for the third time ; on Monday she had three dis- 
charges, and with the third, while in the privy, was seized with severe pain 
in the region of the cxcum. Dr. W. being called, discovered a tumoui- 
in the seat of the pain, tenderness about the umbilicus, with tympanitis 
in that region, and a contraction along the arch of the colon. The pain 
was relieved by an enema, and returned only once, and that but for :i 
short time ; there was a little nausea on Tuesday ; she continued much 
prostrated until Friday, and then died. During these five days, large ene- 
mata, several ounces of castor-oil, and one day five drops of croton oil 
were administered; the cnemata were generally followed by discharges ot 
bloody water ; there was no fecal dejection after Monday, and no tenes- 
mus except after the encmata. The tumour continued until death. 

The specimen showed a polypus the size of the thumb, in the small in- 
testine, — three feet from the cscal valve, attached by a short pedicle ; the; 
invagination commenced here, and the polypus protruded into the large in- 
testine three inches beyond the valve, and the whole was closely impacted, 
much swollen and infiltrated with scrum and blood, and of a deep red 
colour. Above the invagination, the intestine contained a great quantity oi 
liquid, and some oil ; and below it was proportionately contracted. 

Statistics of Cancer.—- Dr. S. Parkman gave the result of the examina- 
tion of the Hospital Records upon this subject. It appeared, that in 1847 
there had been twenty-four operations for cancer,— four times as many as 
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in any year since 1822, when the hospital was opened. This was in a 
considerable degree to be attributed to patients being attracted by the ad- 
vantages to be obtained from etherization. Of cancer of the breast, there 
had been seventy-five cases since the opening of the hospital, and five of 
these had died : two of erysipelas, and three of internal disease, which 
existed at the time of operation, and should have precluded it. The re- 
sults as regards the future state of patients, could not be known : the only 
fact shown was, that the operation was not a dangerous one. 

24/A. Ovarian Cyst. — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson presented the specimen from 
a patient of Dr. Thaxter, of Dorchester, a lady fifty years of age, married 
at forty, and who had had one child. The disease was of about four years' 
duration, and nearly six hundred pounds of fluid had been drawn off at 
different times^ — sixty-four pounds even at one operation ; the fluid was 
colourless and glutinous. The chief suffering was from distensions and 
the patient gradually sunk under the disease. The diseased mass, as shown 
to the Society, consists of one very large, dense, whitish cyst, with nume- 
rous smaller growths. These latter vary from one to five inches in di- 
ameter, and are of a regular rounded form, some being pedunculated, and 
others attached by a hard base to the interior of the laige cyst. On being 
cut through they seem to consist, mainly, of an extremely viscid,' gelatini- 
form substance, nearly, or quite transparent, mostly colourless, though in 
some of the masses deeply tinged with blood, and in a few of them is seen 
a soft, yellowish, opaque deposit; this is contained in a coarse lax cellular 
tissue, and surrounded by a membrane that is easily ruptured; no appear- 
ance of encephaloid disease. The uterus is much elongated, especially 
upon the side corresponding to the cyst, as so often happens in this disease. 
Right ovary healthy. 

Congenital Abscess of Lachrymal Sac. — Dr. Bethune has observed this 
in a child, existing from its birth. He supposed it dependent upon mal- 
formation of the passage. A style was passed, though it was uncertain 
whether it did not pass by the os unguis. Dr. B. did not find similar cases 
recorded, except one by Berard, of a congenital fistula of the sac. 

May Sth. — Imperforate Rectum. — Dr. S. Parkman was called to the 
child fifty-two hours after birth, a male, born under the care of a midwife. 
No stools had passed ; tlie abdomen was greatly distended and tympanitic, 
and the superficial veins much distended ; there was constant vomiting of 
a thin yellow fluid. The anus was well formed and admitted the finger 
about half an inch. No protrusion, however, was felt. A trocar, and 
afterwards a sharp-pointed bistoury were passed up about an inch and a 
half in the direction ol, but without reaching, the gut. The child died a 
few hours after. The? »pecimen, which was exhibited, showed the rectum 
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enormously enlarged, this being the consequence of its formation^ and not 
the result of distension, as the sigmoid flexure terminated in it of the 
natural size. The rectum terminated in a blind pouch more than an inch 
distant from the small portion connected with the anus. Only loose eel* 
lular tissue intervened between the two portions. The specimen is in the 
cabinet. 

June 26th. — Encephaloid 7\imourfrom Labium Pudendi Externum. 
-»Dr. J. B. S. Jackson presented the specimen removed by Dr. Lewis. 
It is a perfect example of the disease, two inches in diameter and well 
defined. The patient is a respectable married woman, forty-three years 
of age. At the age of eighteen she had a disease in the left groin near 
the labium, which was removed a year afterwards. At the age of twenty- 
eight the disease reappeared, and was again removed. As the result of 
these operations a scar now remains about three inches in diameter and 
surrounded by warty excrescences, which are said occasionally to dis- 
appear. No warts upon the labia as in elephantiasis. The encephaloid 
mass exhibited was first noticed six months since, and has grown rapidly 
with an occasional twinge, but scarcely any pain ; before the operation it 
was fleshy to the touch ; of a rounded form ; movable and situated just 
beneath the skin, which was not adherent, and but slightly abraded in one 
point; there was scarcely any discoloration. 

Chronic Ulcer of the Stomach ; Hemorrhage from the Splenic .Srtery. 
-—Dr. J. B. S. Jackson presented the specimen sent by Dr. S. Salisbury, of 
Medway, and taken from a man, who for three years had suflfered from 
pain referred to the right hypochondrium, and which, during the last year 
from its increase, had incapacitated him from business. Six weeks before 
death there had been a copious haematemesis, and this had occured at in- 
tervals of one or two weeks since. The countenance was sallow through- 
out the disease. The stomach, which is in the society *s cabinet, presents, 
in the pyloric portion, posteriorly close to the small curvature, a pale cir- 
cular ulcer an inch in diameter, without induration or thickening, and pass- 
ing through all the coats. The pancreas forms the base of the ulcer, which 
is adherent to it. Some of the granulations of this gland are seen, though 
the surface of the ulcer is mostly smooth. The large open orifice of an 
eroded artery is very conspicuous, and examination shows this to be the 
splenic of full size, and as healthy as usual in persons past middle age. 
The lips of the orifice present nothing unusual, and there is no clot in the 
interior of the vessel. The pancreas is otherwise healthy, and also the 
stomach ; which, however, was found, on dissection, full of coagula and 
serum. An interesting point in this case was the sallowness of the coun- 
tenance, which is generally considered characteristic of malignant disease. 
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July loth. — Ovarian Cyst containing Hair, 4*c. — Dr. J. B. S. Jack 
son exhibited the specimen. The case occurred some years since in the 
practice of Dr. Harper of Sandwich, and the specimen, preserved in 
spirit, has been recently brought to the city by Dr. Lewis, and is by him 
presented to the society for their cabinet. The patient was an unmarried 
female, forty-nine years of age, and died from an attack of cholera. The 
general health was not good ; countenance sallow, and the enlargement of 
the abdomen dated from a severe sickness that she had had thirty-three 
years before death. The cyst contained, by estimate of Dr. H., not less 
than two gallons of a muddy chocolate-coloured fluid, and floating in this 
a mass of hair and fat, the size of a full-grown fcetal head. The hair 
grows from the interior of the cyst by a peduncle more than a foot in 
length, like a scalp lock ; the pores upon the surface from which it arises 
being well marked as in one of Cruveilhier*s plates, which is shown with 
the specimen. There are also one or two other quite small patches of 
cutis on other parts of the cyst from which hair arises, besides some scat- 
tering hairs, about the origin of which there seems to be no especial de- 
Telopment. Connected with the large cyst, and opening freely into it, is 
another, nearly the size of the first, and filled with two distinct masses of 
hair that seem to have no connection with its interior. In the walls of 
each of these cysts, but especially in the smaller one, there is a very con- 
siderable bony deposit, but no appearance of teeth, nor anything like a 
distinct fcBtal bone. 
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Membranous Croup ^ treated by Cauterization of the Fauces and 
Larynx with Nitrate of Silver, — Dr. Clark had treated five cases in this 
way : three had recovered — two had died. 

Aug, 14. — Case I. — A boy two and a half years of age, who had been 
ill two or threp days, and had had croupy respiration for thirty-six hours 
before he was seen. Cauterization was practised with some alleviation of 
suffering, but death ensued on the third day. 

• 

Casb II.— a girl five years of age and of scrofulous diathesis. The 
croupy respiration was well marked, and had been present more than 
twenty-four hours. Cauterization was employed and mu(^h false mem- 
brane was expectorated at various intervals. Considerable relief was ob- 
tained in this way ; but the child died on the fourth day, with symptoms 
of exhaustion rather than of suffocation. 

Case III. — ^A delicate girl of three and a half years, who had sore throat 
with hoarseness. False membranes existed in patches on the tonsils, &c. ; 
cauterization was employed. Croupy respiration, however, came on the 
next evening, but it was relieved in twelve hours, by the expectoration of 
small fragments of false membrane streaked with blood. The paroxysms 
of dyspncea returned several times, being terminated in the same way, and 
the patient ultimately recovered, although the voice was not wholly restored 
for three weeks. 

Case IV. — A child of four years. The symptoms in this case were not 
very severe, although quite distinct. The croupy breathing had continued 
without remission for twelve hours — false membranes were remarked in 
the tliroat. The treatment here was followed by gradual and speedy re- 
covery, without the expulsion of any large amount of false membrane. 

Case V. — The patient, a healthy girl of six years, was seen early in the 
disease, which lasted a fortnight. She had at first a sore throat and a febrile 
attack which disappeared the second day. The only symptom which per- 
sisted was a slight and increasing hoarseness, and patches of lymph were 
to be seen on the tonsils and spreading thence back toward the larynx. 
These increased until the whole throat was invested with a coating of 
the lymph and the croupy respiration had supervened. The caustic was 
regularly applied from the beginning, and the expectoration of the mem- 
brane began almost as soon as the breathing became much embarrassed. 
The paroxysms of distress and the intervals of relief followed each other 
in this way for nearly three days, when the respiration slowly assumed 
its natural character. The voice could not be raised above a whisper for 
several days later. 
2 
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No medicine but Dover*8 powder was given, and this was repeated often 
enough to keep the patient constantly under its influence. The caustic 
was of the strength of xl grs. to Sj of water, and was used with the small 
curved probang. The expectorated membranes were exhibited. 

t^ug, 2S.'~^Dy8entery^ peculiar Post-mortem •AppearanQes. — Dr. Jack- 
son reported a case of this disease that had occurred in the practice of Dr. 
Homans. The patient was a child six years of age, and died on the fourth 
day of the disease. The case was remarkable for the amount of retching 
that existed, and for the character of the discharges ; these last were very 
frequent, more or less bilious, and contained very little blood, but masses 
of a substance that must have been lymph, though it was supposed during 
life to consist of some undigested farinaceous food. On dissection, the 
whole of the large intestine, to within an inch of the coecal valve, was 
found to be lined by a whitish curdy exudation, beneath which the mucous 
surface was of a deep cranberry red colour ; no ulceration ; solitary glands 
somewhat developed, and muscular coat thickened as usual. The small 
intestine was not affected ; but in another case that has recently occurred in 
a still younger child. Dr. J. found redness with an efiusion of lymph, not 
merely upon the mucous membrane of the lower portion of the ileum, but 
upon some of Peyer*s glands ; the large intestine being diseased essentially 
as in the above case. Dr. J. alluded to a specimen in the Society^s Cabinet 
that shows the same form of inflammation of Peyer's glands in dysentery; 
and with regard to the effusion of lymph generally, he seemed disposed 
to consider it as characteristic of the disease in children, though as by no 
means confined to them. ^ 

Observations on Dysentery. — Dr. Fisher, from a long observatioDy 
thought the following laws were established in the disease, and desired 
to call the attention of gentlemen to their investigation. 1st. The true 
dysenteric symptoms are preceded by a preparatory period during which 
there is more or less diarrhoea, &c. &c. 2d. The dysenteric stage seems 
to obey a law of duration, no case terminating in less than eight days. 
3d. The disease does not occur a second time in the same individual. 
On this point Dr. F. had found his experience confirmed by inquhies 
made among a number of practitioners in this city. 4th. Treatment had 
little influence to arrest the disease. 6th. As regards contagion, Dr. F. 
had observed the following facts. A child and its mother died of dysen- 
tery three years since at Dorchester ; the child's aunt came from West 
Roxbury and grandmother from Providence, R. I., to nurse these two in 
their illness. After their return to their respective homes, they were 
both attacked with the disease ; in the family of the aunt, it was communi- 
cated to the husband, two children and a servant ; and in the family of the 
grandmother, to a daughter and two or three others. 
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Sept, 25. — Whorthbtrry Seeds considered as specimens of Hemp- Seed 
Urinary Calculi. — Dr. Jackson exhibited a quantity of whortleberry seeds 
that were said to have been passed from the urinary bladder, and had been 
regarded as hemp-seed calculi. The fact in the case was proved by the 
most thorough examination. The patient was a lady, thirty years of age, 
and *' in point of morals, Slc.^ above suspicion ;'' she was suffering at the 
time from anasarca. Dr. J. also referred to a second case, that had recently 
occurred in this city, and where the same kind of se^d appeared to have 
been used ; the patient here also was a female, and probably above sus- 
picion. 

Laryngitis — Tracheotomy. — Death from Bronchitis and Pulmonary 
Congestion. — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson exhibited the larynx and upper portion 
of a trachea taken from a patient under the care of Dr. Townsend at the 
hospital, showing great redness of the mucous membrane, with infiltration 
of pus in the submucous cellular narrowing the rima glottidis. Dr. J. 
exhibited the plate from Gruveilhier*s Morbid Anatomy descriptive of 
this affection, and the comparison showed the closest resemblance. The 
history of the case was as follows : A stout, plethoric man in the hospital with 
fracture of the forearm, complained of sore throat, which was prevalent in 
the ward, with a tendency to erysipelas, in consequence of which he was 
removed to another room. The next day he was suddenly attacked with 
urgent dyspnoea, which increased with such great rapidity and with so much 
edematous swelling of the neck externally, that tracheotomy was at once 
decided upon. The operation was much embarrassed by the remarkable 
shortness of the patient's neck and the edematous infiltration. During its 
performance the dyspnoea was aggravated to such a degree as to threaten 
immediate suffocation ; and the trachea was punctured with a flat trocar, 
and the opening enlarged with a probe-pointed bistoury. A very consider- 
able quantity of blood escaped into the air-passages. But after tlie intro- 
duction of a canula, the patient rallied. The next day he was quite com- 
fortable, walking about his room. But the second day after the operation, 
he was again attacked with dyspnoea and died after three hours. The 
mucous membrane lining all the air passages was found of a vivid redness, 
and the lungs choked with a frothy serum. 

Anomalous 7\imour in the Abdomen. — Dr. Jackson had seen a case lately 
that seemed to him particularly obscure. The patient was a young married 
woman, perfectly healthy in appearance, and had been aware of the ex- 
istence of the disease for some months. All of the functions were most 
carefully investigated; but nothing could be discovered to explain the case. 
The tumour was situated in the right side of the abdomen, below the liver; 
and was of a regular, rounded or somewhat flattened form, about the size 
of an orange ; solid to the feel, and slightly tender on pressure ; it was 
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abont as movable as a loose cartilage in the knee-joint, disappearing en- 
tirely under the cartilages of the ribs when the patient reclined on her backt 
and falling out at once as she turned toward the left side, ^ome years 
ago Dr. J. met with a case that resembled the above in every particular, 
except that the general health was rather delicate ; he followed it for some 
time, but no change ever occurred, or anything to explain its nature. 
One of his friends, to whom Dr. J. mentioned these two cases, had also 
seen one that was very similar. The patient is a lady, now about sixty- 
nine years of age, and subject to dyspepsia; but to no especial symptoms 
that can be referred to the tumour; this was first noticed in the year 1819, 
soon after a miscarriage at the seventh month, and it has continued 
to be felt from time to time since then ; though for the last two years it 
has not been examined ; it is not tender, and as to size, it may sometimes 
be perceived through the dress ; but in regard to situation and mobility, it 
corresponds perfectly with the above cases. 

Excision of the Elbow-joint. — Dr. H. J. Bioelow exhibited the pieces 
removed, consisting of three inches of the humerus, a like length of the 
ulna, and the head of the radius above the biceps insertion. The joint 
had been diseased abont eighteen months,- with fistulous openings, at the 
bottom of which dead bone was detected by the probe. The patient had 
some cough, with the physical signs of induration at the apex of one lung, 
and some constitutional symptoms, as emaciation, &c. The operation was 
performed two days since, and thus far the patient is doing well. 

Oct. 9. — Ligature of the Internal Iliac Artery ^ for a Traumatic Aneu- 
rism of the Gluteal. — Dr. H. J. Bioelow. A middle aged Irish woman 
was stabbed in the right buttock by her husband, on the evening of the 4th 
of July last. By the evidence of the physician, who was called, a very 
large quantity of blood was lost. But the bleeding ceased under compres- 
sion, and the woman was enabled to resume her usual occupations. Three 
or four weeks subsequently there appeared a numbness and weakness of the 
extremity of the wounded side, and soon after a small tumour was observed 
in the situation of the cicatrix of the wound. On her entrance into the hos- 
pital in September, there was a tumour over the upper part of the ischiatic 
notch, about the size of a lady's apple, with an unequivocal though not 
strong pulsation, and a very marked souffle. The tumour extended into the 
pelvis, and could be felt both per vaginam and per rectum. No doubt 
could be entertained of the character of the tumour. Taking into view 
the fact that the wound of the artery must necessarily have been directly 
at the ischiatic notch, rendering the possibility of discerning it there a 
matter of great doubt, it was decided to tie the internal iliac. During her 
residence at the hospital, and previous to the operation, the numbness of 
the right lower extremity increased, and several large biiUse like those of 
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pemphigus appeared on the same limb. The operation was performed 
Sept. 30th. The incision was made above and parallel to Poupart's liga* 
ment, the peritoneum raised from the iliac fossa; and the artery readily 
attained. After the application of the ligature the aneurismal symptoms 
ceased. The patient continued comfortable for two days; when symptoms 
of peritoneal inflammation commenced, and she died the eighth day after 
the operation. At the autopsy a considerable quantity of lymph was found 
in the peritoneal cavity ; but adhesion had taken place in the course 
of the wound. The right os innominatum, which was exhibited with the 
parts attached, showed, Ist. The ligature around the internal iliac artery 
just above its division, and a satisfactory clot formed between this spot and 
the division of the common iliac. 2dly. The wound of the gluteal artery 
immediately at its emergence from the notch, and the aneurism composed 
of two portions, one about the size of a pigeon's egg, formed in the cellular 
tissue; and the other in the substance of the pyriformis muscle, which latter 
was the portion felt during life on the inside of the pelvis. In both, the 
blood was firmly coagulated. The sciatic nerve was compressed and flat- 
tened on the spine of the ischium. 

Oct. 23. — Hydrophobia. — Dr. Coale read the following case occurring 
recently in his practice. 

John Fleming, a hearty full-fed boy, seven years of age, born in England 
but living in this country for the last four years, was brought to me one 
day, by his mother, with a slight laceration on the knuckle of the little 
finger of the leA hand. The story was, that an hour before, on his way to 
school, he threw a stone at a dog under a wagon and it fiew out and bit 
him and returned to lie down again. I saw no reason to do more than 
give some directions about dressing the hand very simply, and was told a few 
days af\er that it was entirely healed. Three weeks after, on Saturday 
Sept. 30th, his mother sent him to me about 2 P.M., saying he had been 
out of sorts for two or three days ; and had refused to drink water for 
twenty-four hours. I at once determined not to favour any play to the 
imagination which might make this a case of hydrophobia. Looking at the 
throat I found it swollen somewhat, about the fauces. I asked him to 
take a drink on pretence of washing out his throat; but he refused it cry- 
ing. An active cathartic was prescribed, with directions to let me know 
if he was not better in the morning. I received a message next morning 
to call, and found him on a little settee in the corner of the room. His 
look was stupid, skin cool, pulse 80. Tongue as yesterday, a little furred. 
The powder had acted slightly. His rest had been very slight, and much 
disturbed. He complained of a litde pain at the epigastrium ; but nowhere 
else, though his mother said he had complained of headache also at 
times. I asked him to wash his mouth out so that I could see it. He 
took a tablespoonful of water into his hand, and as if violently resisting 
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and yet violently endeavouring, held it about six inches from his mouth ; 
and then suddenly threw it violently against his teeth and swallowed it 
with a convulsive choking, falling back on the pillow and slightly scream- 
ing. After a moment or two he walked across the room to let me look into 
his mouth. I still resisted the tendency towards calling it hydrophobia, 
and prescribing pediluvia and aperients, left him. The next day he was 
better, and not knowing at that time the remitting character of the disease, 
I was relieved of my fears. He swallowed with ease. Walked across the 
room and seemed livelier. His mother, however, said he had had a 
troubled night ; seeing phantoms ; boys looking in at the window, &c. 
Pulse frequent ; no heat of skin ; no lessening of bodily strength. 

Theaday, Oct. iOth, Visited him with Dr. Oliver. Symptoms much 
more unfavourable. Pulse over 100. His skin not hot; eyes suffused and 
sleepy, or stupid looking. Involuntary shivering. Lying on his back 
with head thrown back. Phantasms more frequent and distressing. Could 
sit up without assistance. Attempts to swallow water accompanied with 
violent spasms, principally opisthotonic, indeed very decidedly so. Upon 
asking to see his tongue, it was protruded convulsively very far; the eye9 
being widely opened at the same time. Answered questions naturally ; 
but with an expression of alarm. Picking his bedclothes ; taking imaginary 
worms out of his mouth, and out of the water offered to him ; and talking 
wildly when not spoken to. Pressure at nape caused shrieks and opisthoto- 
nos. Bowels had not been moved. Prescribed a very active cathartic ; and 
a blister to the nape. Dr. J. Ware, who saw the patient this day, suggested 
chloroform. None was at hand, and it was 4 P. M. before I could visit him 
again. 1 found that at 2 he had commenced vomiting, and had vomited 
some three or four times. His countenance expressed great prostration. 
Extremities cold. Pulse not to be counted. Respiration not hurried. 
Spasms more frequent, and more easily excited. Much mucous rale. 
Two dejections involuntarily and unconsciously. Mind always wander- 
ing, though recalled for a moment. Attempted to administer chloroform. 
Much resistance to it. More tractable when his father administered it. 
At one time I thought him under the influence of it; but his expression 
was that of a dying child, and I directed it to be discontinued. The most 
urgent symptom now was debility. Coldness of nose and extremities. 
Pulse too rapid to count. Sweat on face. Sinking of features. Directed 
brandy and chloroform every half hour. Administering this caused spasms, 
but not as much horror of the fluid. On one occasion he remarked he had 
spilt more than half, and asked for some more. When not aroused he talked 
much at intervals, and then would lie quiet until a spasm came on. These 
were increasing, and commencing with a general shiver, and then affecting 
the muscles of the back and extensors. They were not very violent; never 
raised the shoulder from the bed; but consisted simply in stretching the 
head, neck and the arm out ; and stiffening of the trunk. About half past 
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five I had to leave, and asked Dr. Buckminster Brown the favour to watch my 
patient as long as convenient. He saw him very soon after ; found him 
lying with his eyes wide open ; pupils dilated ; surface heated, in a pro- 
fuse sweat. Pulse feeble, fluctuating, 232 in a minute; and just afterwards 
308. Every ten minutes the child was seized with a convulsive gasp, and 
(hen with a general convulsion ; the head being briskly thrown or drawn to 
the leA side and opisthotonos strongly marked. These were immediately 
produced, or greatly aggravated by the introduction of liquid into the mouth. 
He appeared to be partially sensible of what was said ; would gaze on 
a spoon offered to him, fixing his eyes glaringly upon it as it approached 
his mouth, and then taking a small swallow with a convulsive gasp and 
struggle, was thrown into a spasm, and an expression of great su fieri ng 
came over his countenance. Symptoms of depressed vitality were marked. 
Delirium. Dr. B. remained with him one hour and a half, say till 7. At 
eight I was again with him and found the same appearances ; but with 
greater prostration of strength, and evident symptoms of approaching disso- 
Imion. Fanning him prodgced convulsions. At half past 0, Dr. Brown 
again saw him, and reports the convulsions not so violent ; legs cold to 
knees. Brandy and water given ; but at once rejected from the mouth 
with frothy matter. A light produced no change on %the pupils, which 
were widely dilated. The face was bedewed with sweat at times. Left 
him at 11 , with the symptoms of debility fast increasing. From this time 
until death, the spasms were slight but easily excited, and vomiting accom- 
panied them. He died at 2 A. M., Oct. 11th. 

Post-mortem examination with Dr. C. E. Ware. All organs of abdo- 
men and chest healthy. Pericardium had a little, say i oz. of fluid (clear) in 
it. Right auricle enormously distended with blood. Spinal column opened. 
Much venous engorgement; marrow removed from commencement of 
Cauda equina to medulla oblongata; but nothing abnormal observed. 

Enormous Ovarian Disease. — Dr. Jackson had lately examined a case 
of this disease, remarkable for the size of the tumour. The patient was 
under the care of Dr. Hay ward. She was unmarried, and aged 27 years; 
her health had been failing for a couple of years ; the abdomen had been 
observed increasing in size within the space of ten months. The cata- 
menia had ceased within three or four months. The only sufifering was from 
distension. She had continued about house till within three days of her 
death, which was sudden. The right ovary, which was the one diseased, 
was found almost universally adherent, presenting myriads of cysts, the 
largest being two-thirds the size of a water pail ; two or three the size of 
an adult head. The contents being more or less glutinous in all ; in the 
largest like thick veal broth ; and in some much thinner ; in very many 
like white of egg, and in others like thick glue. The colour of the con- 
tents generally more or less red ; in some dark red, in others brownish, 
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in very many of a pearly opalescence ; and in not a few pellucid. No 
encephalold or other malignant appearance. No fat or hair. The uteniB 
externally was normal. The left ovary was two and a half times its natural 
size, presenting oneeyst cniiiaining a glairy fluid. The liver and intestines 
were piinlicd upwards. The tumour and its contents weighed 69 pounds. 
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Kov. \%lh. Hi/drophohia. — Dr. Curfia of Lowell, read the following case : 

Mr. W. H. B., aged 18 years, very muscular and dark complexioned, of 
good health and esceilcnt lialiite, white engaged as an auctioneer's clerk in 
Lowell, was bitten on the 20th of July last by a strange dog, which had been 
lefl by an Irishman for sale. The dogwns atteiupting to escape when young 
BunlweU caaght him, but on receiving a bit« near the right wnst relinquished 
his hold, and the dog, making his escape, has not been heard of since. The 
wound, which was about three-quartere of an inch long on the inner side, and 
about a quarter on the other side, was dressed by a physician with common 
adhesive plaster and readily healed. 

Some apprehensions that the animal might have been rabid were enter- 
latned by the bttten, but be pursued his business, and felt no unplcasantnega 
except some mental anxiety, till Saturday, Nov. 4th, when hia arm was some- 
what painful. On the following day he took a bath instead of going to church, 
and at night bathed his arm in alcohol, describing the pain aa rheumatic. On 
Monday he attended to his usual business with some uneasiness in his wounded 
arm. 

On Tuesday, the day of the presidential election, he went to the store in 
the morning, but soon left to call on Dr. Graves for advice, to whom he re- 
bted the f;icte, together with his suspicions that the pain might have some 
oonnoction with the bite. A mild cathartic and a warm bath vrero advised and 
taken. About 4 P. M. he complained that the water tasted bud; by 4i, he 
was unable to swallow water. The most seriotia apprehensions were now enter- 
tained as to the awful nature of his disease, and its hortific results. The 
doctor was immediately summoned. He found the patient with an anxious 
expression of countenance, and labouring under a sense of suffocation, induced 
by an attempt to drink water. Some more water was offered him in a tumbler, 
at Dr. Oraves'a request, which brought on the moat violent efforts, amounting 
almost to strangulation. No further doubts remained of the frightful reality 
of the mabdy. 

At 7i Drs. Dalton and Green were called in consultation. Dr. Daltonsays 
he found the patient in bed; akin cool, not dry; pulse 120, and Email ; no 
headache ; tongue covered with a slimy coat ; stomach nauseated; mind clear; 
no throbbing in temporal or carotid arteries, or heat of scalp; action of heart 
somewhat sharp; answered all questions deliberately; cicaldx of the wound 
somewhat elevated and reddish, without soreness; akin around it not inflamed; 
eome intermittent pain in arm, extending to shoulder and neck; cathartic hud 
operated once. The bath, be said, was grateful to him, with no unpleasant 
effects ; thirsty; bad pain nowhere else than in tlic arm as above. On being 
Bfked if be would drink, he said he would try; he took the tumbler of water 
in his hand, and brought it to within half an inch of his lips, when his head 
was thrown back spasmodically, and his hand forwards; on attempting it 
ttgun, with much effort, be got about a teaspoouful into his mouth, which, a» 
mm at it reaekcd hU throat, was attended with the most violent convnlsive 
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catchinga of the breath with a sort of aohliing Bound, which hrougLt into Luld 
roiiof the etemo-maatoid and other muscles of the ncuk and throat, sad soon 
he sunk back on hia pillow, itppareatly much cxhuusted. Some milk wu 
ofiered him id a tumbler, which he Hwullowcd with visible excrtiou and deter- 
mination; bread also ho swallowed without difficulty; currents of air by fan- 
ning or olherwiee, produced no apparecl effect on him at this time. Chloro- 
fonn was administered wi lb ilsosuaJ effiK^ts. Dr. Graves loft him at midnight, 
without any abatement of the diBcaae. On the morning of Wednesday, the 
8th, every unpleasant symptom hud increased. Con^-ulsions were more fre- 
quent and more violenf, hut he seemed perfectly rational during the time 
between the paroxysms, and answered all ([uestiouB with much composure ; 
eiud he had no pain, but a sense of suffocation ; was sensible of hia situation, 
and of the terrible character of his disease; fully realized that inevitablo 
death, in one of its most horrid forms, was before him ; hia countenance wu 
wild and staring, without any distortioa of features or swelling of face. The 
unfortunate patient had suffered extremely from thirst during the night. A 
viscid and very tenacious saliva would occasionally collect, the discbarge of 
which required all tbe resolution and dctermioation at hi:^ command, and then 
was attended with convulsions of the utmost vehemeuce. In one instance, 
having called for "something to spit on," I held the napkin near, but losing 
control of himself he spit on my hand, for which he apologized in tbe follow- 
ing iDterral of portbl relief, showing that he was sensible, to Bomo extent, 
duting hia convulsions. At 1 A. M. I noticed his pulee to be only 78. He 
was much exhausted, and almost every moment revealed changes which marked 
the great rapidity which churaotorized the progress of hia disease. The sight 
of water, or hearing the name of any liquid mentioned, was most terrible to 
Kim; the sound of fluids in a neighbouring apartment produced also the 
same sad results. A current of air, or tho breath of his attendants even, 
agitating tbe atmosphere near his exposed surface, would produce a like 
effect. He was arerae to the use of chloroform, but at llj, bb hands being 
gently gimrded by Dr. Dalton and myself, he was induced to inhale from the 
sponge. By calm, rational and persevering appeals to him, it was contiDued 
till perfect antestbcsia was induced at about 11 j. I now found his pulse to 
ba 8G, and at i P. M. it was 84. 

He gradually recovered from the inSueocc of tie chloroform, which was 
not exhibited again till 4 j o'clock. 

Soon after 1 o'clock he was eoa&ned by tying a folded sheet around his 
body, and fastening it by strong strupa to the l>edBtead on each side; thus he 
had no consciousness of being bound ex«!pt in his struggles, which rapidly in- 
creased both in (rcquoney and sovi-rity tii a most frautio degree. About this 
time he was visited by tho oldw Dr. IWgolow, of Boston, in consultation with 
the several physicians who had bwn called in. The rcault was n coufirmation 
of previous counsel, and a ooutinuod rasolution to persist in the use of the 
chloroform. 
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At 4{, daring a brief interval of liia parorysms, be oxteuded his arms and 
reqiiesb»l U3 to hold him and give him tho cblorofonn, which was done ftrth- 
wilii amid the most riolent opposiag slmggles, till oomptete effect was pro- 
duood. In the absence of a supply of the anaesthetic agent a partial revival 
took place, accompanied by a continuous agoniniig paroiysm ; but the eight 
aasistants maintained their grnap till a new sopply amTed, which was used 
with complete encceBs. His pulse waa now (5J P. M.) 160. I oontinnod 
to apply the sponge at intervals of retumtDg conscicmsoeas until 6{, when it 
ma flnspeodod altogether. He had now sunk so low as to remain still. The 
eonsciousne^ of being hurried on towards life's terminus by to terrible a 
malady, with an impetuosity which admits of no chock, togelher witli the 
citrcmo nervous exhaustion induced by the disease itself, bad combined to 
reduce the power of vitality already into a fatal quiescence. It waa now 6 
o'clock, the sputa had increased in quantity, and had become Icfls sUmy and 
tu more frothy. 

The patient lay quiet with stertorous breathing; laboured action of th« 
heart; occanonal strabismus, but eyes generally turned upwards and fixed, 
with other sympWms of cerebral congestion; countenance flushed and appa- 
rently tumescent; extremities gradually became cool, accnmpauied with ezoes- 
tan general perspiration. The discharge at the mouth also greatly increased, 
and beeanie bloody. I should judge that during the three hours preceding 
death I wiped away f|viij or f |x, including perhaps f|j or fSjss of blood, 
as it escaped from his mouth. During his moribund state, it Hcemed to leave 
bis lips without an effort in a small stream. He continued to sink till 7}, 
when he ceaaed to breathe without a struggle. 

Aulopt^. Thursday, 2 P.M., 18 hours after death. 

[Hie body was dark and mottled; the cutaneous and subcutaneous capillaricfl 
apparently engorged with deoxygonaled blood ; eitremities nearly black ; de- 
pending snrfiiccs also very dark ; emphysema, which I noticed within two 
minutes a^er death, about the neck, had somewhat increased and extended 
over the thoras, and partly down tlie upper extremities. On my first incision 
blood flowed freely, and follovred the scalpel ; no coogula in the system. I first 
exposed the spinal cord ; it was considerably injected and emphysematous 
bencAth its arachnoid investment, The brain was highly injected throughout, 
and bubbles of air wore distinctly seen in its veins. The brain was of its 
natural consistency, and ils ventricles contained their usual amount of normal 
fluid. The cut surfaces of the cerebral mass exhibited numerous points of red 
blood oomng from its substance, which was the only rtd blood found any- 
where. 

The trachea and bronchia were highly inflamed, and their mucous lioingB 
1 presented a purple coloured or violet aspect. The epiglottis waa very largo. 

As the body was to be removed in tie next train of cars, the examination 
»as necessarily terminated. 
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Ike. \\(h. Rupture of the Femoral Arlfrif. — Dr. S. Parkman exliibiled 
the artery, torn at the point of its passage tbrough. tlic adductor uognus 
tendon ; a cart loaded with coal had pa^ed over the lower third of the thigh; 
there was no external wound or abrasion of the skin ; but the Budden eoohy- 
mosis, and the cessatioti of pulsation Ivelow the knee rendered the nature of 
the accident perfectly clear. The integuments were rendered very tense by 
the effusion of blood through the whole thigh. The limb waa amputated 
above the injury. Besides the artery, the gracilis, sartorius and semi lendi- 
nosua muscles were eomplcloly ruptured, and the effusion of blood very con- 
aidemble. The bone waa uninjured. 

Jan. 7th, 1849. Malformation of the Hrart. — Dr. Jackson presented 
the specimen, in which there was seen a free communication between the two 
ventricles at the upper part of the septum ; the right ventricle was much 
thickened, as usual in these cai^es, the left being rather thin ; the pulmonary 
artery, also, which appeared small estemnlly, arose somewhat indirectly from 
the ventricle, and bad but two valves, which differed much in size, but were 
otherwise normal; the aorta was enlarged, and the valves well developed; 
the heart, lungs and liver were crowded with blood, which was very dark 
and thick, but without coogula. The patient was a mulatto child, four years 
old ; almost from birth it had been subject to dyfipna?a, with Uvidity, and 
frefjucnt parosyams of severe distress, so that malformalion had always been 
supposed to exist; the action of the heart was regular, and attended with a 
loud bellows-sound. 

Digeaae o/the Heart, — Dr. J. also presented another specimen, the case being 
interesting from the fact of there having never been observed any irregularity 
or intormiasion in the action of the heart, notwithstanding the eaistence of 
Toiy groat valvular disease; the mitral and the aortal valves were about 
equally affected, ossified, thickened, rigid, and contracted, the aortal orifice 
being permanently open. In the mitral valves there was a small cavity, con- 
nected with the cretaceous deposit, and apparently the result of caries, though 
there was no ulceration about it, this appearance having already been several 
times noticed here in similar coses ; the right side of the heart was healthy, 
except for atrophy and perforation of the pulmonary valves, which is here 
quite common ; the loft ventricle was much hypcrtrophied, and tho whole organ 
weighed 21 ounces. Tlie patient waa a largely dcvclopml man, 43 years of 
age, and a carpenter by trade ; had suffered from hid disease for four or five 
years, but had worked imtil the Inst six months. rKatrees in the region of 
the heart was the chief symptom, and for the hist two months he was unable 
to lie down in bed. 

I\)lypK* and Invmian o/ llie L'lcrm — Liifttturt — £ici*iV>n nf a Large 
I^rrtion of ihf Uterut — Remvrri/. — Januaiy 1th, 1849. — Dk. W. W- MoB- 
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LAND read the following oaso, willi an account of the operation, from Dr. A. 
L. Peirson, of Salem, Rlass. 

In June taat (1848) u medical friend called my attention to the case of 
an Irish female under his cure, 24 yeara of age, unmarried. She had been 
\ domeBlie in a family, where he had lirHt been culled to her in October, 1847. 
She then had poor health, so that she was obliged to give up her duties as 
housemaid : she had uterine hemorrhngc from time to time, under which she 
gradually lost strength. Her statement was that she hod enjoyed good health 
until July 5th, I84T, when she had severe pain in the hypogastric region, 
rigors and menorrha;^a, which last was attended with relief. la a fortnight 
from this she had recurrence of the Bame symptoms, — pain, rigors, hemor- 
rhage with coagula. These attacks were repeated at intervals of two weeks, 
until October, 1847, after which time she was visited by the medical gentle- 
man, at whose desire I saw her, until Blarch, 1848. At this time she had a 
watery discharge most di.^gustingly fetid. An esaniination, made by ber 
medical attendant at this time, discovered a tumour, apparently the utcms in 
an ulcerated state, low down in the va^ua. Iler health was not entirely 
broken up at this time, — she had som« strength and appetite, so she did not 
give up attempts to live at service, till about the time she was first seen by 
me in June, 1847- She was then confined to her bed for the most of the 
time, very weak, and having a profuse, watery most offensive profluvium. 
The feet were much swollen. The prognosis given at our consultation was 
against her recovery. Injection of a weak solution of soda had a most happy 
effect in destroying the fetor and in lessening the discharge, — and by the use 
of tonics her health was mueh improved. About the middle of July her 
medical attendant mode an examination, at which he discovered a polypus, 
which induced him ngain to call mo in consultation, to attempt means for her 
relief, which now seemed practicable. I found the polypus filling up the 
lower part of the vagina, and having n pcdiclo rather less than an inch in 
diameter. It was agreed to apply a ligature to this pedicle : this was exe- 
cuted with considerable difficulty by means of Gooeh's double canula. There 
was no pain of consequence upon tightening the ligature; but, after two days 
abdominal pain and tenderness occurred, with vomiting, requiring the removal 
of the ligature on the sixth day af^r its application. In less than a week the 
dangerous symptoms produced by the ligature subsided, after which it was de- 
dded to remove the polypus by excision. The operation was performed in tho 
following manner ; the tumour, by means of tho forefinger introduced into the 
rectnm, was with difficulty forced without the external organs, and the patient 
b^ng Oiea placed under the iuflucnco of cbloroform, a pair of strong scissors, 
curved laterally, were introduced into the vagina, and what seemed to be the 
pedicle of the polypus was divided at a, distance of about two inches. After 
the removal of the polypus, the us tinco! was felt, natural, but somewhat 
dilated. On examining the tumour, the polypus was found to be perfectly 
tatile — as the botanists say — and wLat was esteemed tho pcJkh was tho 
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inMTled wicriw. The patient was kept very aUl! in bod for a few days on a 
low diet, without soy nioveraont of the alimentary canal. Her pulse never 
rose ta 100 per minute, and she had hardly a perceptible tenderness in tlie 
hypogastriu region, and no constitutional disturbanee whatever. In a short 
time she perfectly recovered, and is now at scrvioe, in robust health, doing 
the ordinary duties of a domestic. She has not menstruated since the opera- 
tion, nor Las she felt any disturbance of the system indicatiTe of a menstni- 
ouB-period. Her first attJick of pain and menorrhagia was probubly the time 
when the inversion occurred. 

There are many cases of sucocssful extirpation of the womb to be found in 
the volumes of periodical medical literature. Mr. Jnhn Uunter applied a 
ligature to the inverted utema, mistaking it for polypus. He was led into 
the error by fonnding his diagnosis upon the supposed sensibility of the uterus, 
and the absence of such sensibility in polypus. This is fallacious, and the 
expression of suficring varies according to the moral courage of the patient. 
Br. Charles Johnson, In a case in which Dr. Joseph Clark, of Dublin, was 
eouBttlted, did the same thing, and persevered in the use of the ligature till 
the fundus of the uterus came away. The woman did well, and was reported 
by her mother to have nientiruaicri some months aftenvards. (IJabfin Hot- 
pilot Re]>orU, Tol. iii, p. 479,) Dr. Joseph Clark applied a ligature to an 
inverted womb, which he and a surgeon of eminence judged to be a polypus, 
and atler a fortnight's trial, doriog which the woman suffered much from 
pain, vomiting and watchfulness, ho removed the ligature in despair of suc- 
cess. Some time afterwards, "when, in consequence of some extraordinary 
effort, a tumour shot suddenly out at the os extennim," ho proceeded to am- 
putate the part. The woman recovered rapidly and perfectly. 8ho never 
menstruated afterwards, {Edinhargk MriUcal and Suiykal Jounial, vol. ii. 
1st series,) The editor has appended to this case a (|uotation from Yoigtel, 
referring to many such cases. Dr. Robert Lee, in the 1st volume, 2d series 
of the Mcdico-Ghiraryical Transactions, gives some inlereating views ia 
regard to tumours growing from the interior of (he uterus. He thinks that 
the greater number of uterine polypi are fibrous tumours, which have been 
formed under the lining membrane, nod a slratum of muscular tissue. To 
this circumstance he attributes the death of a patient in the Marylcbone 
Infirmary in 1833, where the neck of the tumour was tied, with very little 
pain. Dr. Leo mentions a case of Dr. William Hunter's where death ensued, 
— a portion of the uterus having been included in the ligature. Dr. Benman, 
quoted by Dr. Lee, also passed a ligature over the inverted part of (he uterus, 
in a young lady, which caused violent and dangerous symptoms. The patient 
nltimalely died. From all the facts I can gather upon the subject of uterine 
polypi, I should be inelined ta adopt Dr, Lee's rules. 

Ist. When any of these tumours pass through the os uteri they may bo 
removed by the ligature or the knife, Dupuytren's great experience is that, 
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in two hundred [removalB of poljpi by exciaion, he baa met with Lomorrhugo 
only twice, aud tLeo it waa entirely controlled by the tampon. 

2d. That the ligcilure, which is demanded in those having a. large and vas- 
cular root, need not be applied very near to the uterus, — as is generally 
directed, — but at a sufficient distanco to avoid the possibility of including 
any pnrtion of it. The pedicle of a polypus uas sever been known to 

EEPKODUCE THE TUMOUR. 

In addition to the above remarks by Dr. Peirson, Br. Morlaad said that 
the opinions of Dr. Lee are advocated by Churchill in hia work upon the 
" Diseases of Females." Particular reference is here made to the fact that, 
most froqueutly, polypi of the uterus are Jthroug in their nature. Churchill 
stales that this tumour is sometimes united with the uterua by eellulsr tissue ; 
but, much more frer|uently, it has originally been eomewhiit imbedded in the 
niuBoular fibres. In some few cases these tumours have been found boUow, 
either empty or containing grumona blood, or gehitinons matter and hair, or 
fat with hair. (Boivin and Dngft, Lacgstaff — Medico- ChirHrr/ical Tram- 
aetioni, vol. xrii. p. 63.) Churchill likewise remarks as follows in regard to 
the csoeasivc hemorrhage usually accompanying polypus uteri. " It is exceed- 
ingly difficult to explain, on pathological principles, the occurrence of the 
alarming hemorrhages wbieb accompany polypus uteri ; it is impossible to 
attribute their source to the vessels of the polypus, since the existence of such 
CSD seldom be ascertained ; and besides, the floodings are as severe from 
small as from large polypi." Dr. Hamilton eiplains this by the inareased 
determination of blood to the uterine vessels, in order to support the growth 
of the polypus. Of this fact, he adds, " there is perfect eridence, for the 
uterus keeps pace in increase of size nith that of the tumour." He infers 
from this " that a very slight circumstQiice must produce a discharge from the 
uterine vessels, such is their texture.'' " Polypi are not common in middle 
age, hut are equally frequent in single and married females." According to 
ft tabic given by Malgaigne, quoted by Churchill, the middle age of life is 
that in which they most often occur. Out of 51 cases 36 occurred in women 
from 30 to 50 years of age. Polypus, with inversion of the uterus, has been 
ofien recorded. " Denman, Heaviaide, and Hamilton, of Ghisgow," says 
Churchill, "relate such cases, and I was permitted, through the kindness of 
>tr. Lynch, to examine one under his care at the Jervls-Strcot Hospital. 
The uterus is first distended by the hulk of the polypus, and then inverted 
by it« weujkl, and the forcing downward, in the efforts of the uterus to expdl 
ita contents." Removal of the polypus is decidedly adrised by all authors 
90 Boon as it is practicable. The modus operandi, and the instruments em- 
ployed, vary with different operators. Ligature seems to have the preference. 
Many gubstancea have been employed for this purpose, waxed silk, silver 
wire, catgut, silk wrapped around with flno wire, whip-cord. Tho latter is 
recommended by Mr, D. H. Walne, who having observed, that when raoist- 
1 thickness, remariis that it will instead of becoming 
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looaer around the pedicle, tighten itself eonaiderably. {Churchill, Oji. cir.') 
Dr. Bluiidell recommenda Iluntcr's polypas needle in uppljing the ligature. 
Levrel'g drtuhle ennula, of which instrument that of Dr. Gooch is a modifica- 
tion, is most often used. Patients neorlj tdwuja recover well after the 
removal of polypi; Hamilton reports the death of three patients after it. 
Dr. Blundell speaks of a ease where excision was practiced immediately after 
the ligature was tied; the polypus was complicated with inversion; (as in 
the ease forming the subject of this paper,) the patient died from loss of 
blood by ooiing from the surface of the portion of the uterus eseised. In the 
case above given by Dr. Pelrson, the ligature having been on for sis days, 
doubtless prevented any bleeding when excision was finally practiced by ita 
constriction of the vessels, and their obstniction, for some distance, by 
coBguta. Dr. Blundell advises the application of the ligature in cases of 
polypus complicated with iuversio uteri, in such a manner " as to titke away 
both the polypus and lie uterus together at once." (^Princijiles and Practice 
of Obstetric Medicine, etc. London, 1840, p. 803.) 

Dcwces relates a case where there was apparent reproduction of the tumour, 
and ho says, "Of this repullulation, if it were such, I have never seen any 
other instance, ao early after the operation." He supposes it might be owing 
to a great thickness of the stem (the ligature was on for nine days before the 
tumour first delected eamo awaj), to its slow decay, to a cancerous dispasition 
of the uterus, or to a large portion of the polypus remaining in the uterus, 
besides what was discoverable in tbo vagina, (_Dcwcci on Diseases of Fc- 
mala.') The latter seems the more probable eipiunatron, as authors stftte 
the fact, worthy of notice, that the stem of a poh-pus, "instead of being pro- 
longed into fresh polypus, invariably sloughs away." (f'AurcAi?/, Op. til. 
BlnndcU, i/iHo.) 

The parts removed in the present cose show the polypus, which is nearly 
circular, flattened anteriorly, and attached afmoit rfirectfi/ to the fundus ulori, 
BO that it cannot bo said to have any jirdide, although the impression left by 
the ligature is distinctly viaihle around its origin. It is, as the operator re- 
marks, " feiFilc," — about two inches of the uterus are removed, — both the 
Fallopian tubes are seen, — and, upon the vow eiternnl surface (which 1.5, of 
course, properly, the internal), one of the orifices of these tubes is lery dis- 
tinctly visible. Tho estemnl surface of the tymour is somewhat rouglicncd — 
probably from the effect of ulceration. The specimen is deposited in the 
Cabinet of the Society. 

Enor?)ionii EacejJiahid Tumour in a chililonlyfreyear-i of age. Dr. 
OouiJ). — The subject of this disease received a blow in tho abdomen about 
five months before death, and was first seen nbont three months after. The ab- 
domen was enormously swollen, but tho child was bright ""^ acliyo. There 
were no peculiar symptoms, but the child gradually sunk and died. On dis- 
section, a mass of disease was found, about as large as the child's head, cou- 
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sisting of a very soft whit* enceplialoid substance, witli some efiiised blood, 
and a considerable quantity of a gkiry fluid, tbat soon formed a soft tremu- 
lous cORgulum after removal from the body, aa docR the scrum in some fnrms 
of dropsy. The deposit wua in the cellukr tissue behind the peritoneum, at 
the upper part of the abdomen, and tending down the left side, and inferiorly 
across to the cwcirni. The colon was pretty closely connected with the moss, 
and the pancreas waa raised hj it and brought forward conspioaously into 
the front part of the nbdoinen. The left kidney wa« extensively involved in 
the disease, and its vein contained a birge moss of soft encephaloid substance. 
The other organs of the abrlomen were healthy, as was also the peritoneum. 
In each of the lungs were several encephaloid maascs, from four to eight lines 
in diameter, and in the left pleural cavity some serous effusion. 

January 22. CW» of Et/ieriait!on I'n Childbirth. — Dr. Channing read 
a paper, as follows. 

These cases are commnnicated to the Society as afibrding additional evi- 
dence to that contained in a volume recently published in this city, of the 
safety and usefulness of etherization in. childbirth. One case only of con- 
vulsions is given. Others of great interest, in which etherization was sig- 
nally useful, will be communicated at another meeting. In this and other 
ways I shall endeavour to keep before the public and the profession, such 
facts as fall under my notice, or which are communicated to mo, which may 
serve to illustrate a subject of the deepest and widest interest. 

Nalaral Lahoiir. — Mrs. , aged 25. Second labour. Health perfect. 

I have rarely if ever met with the appcnrance or the fact of such entire ab- 
sence of disease, and of the absolute want of anything having its likeness. 
The whole pregnancy viza marked by freedom from annoyance, discomfort, 
or trouble of any kind. The natural, habitual buoyancy, fnlness of spirit, 
enjoyment of everything, prevailed through the whole period of the nine 
months, which so frequently are passed in more or less discomfort, and so 
often by more or less positive disease. 

Her first labour, two and a half years ago, was immediately preceded hy 
convulsions. The disease had its severest characters, and when it had con- 
tinued unabated for many hours under very judicious treatment, I was de- 
sired to see the case in consultation, with a view to terminate it with instru- 
ments. This was done. Hut the convulsions continued. After a time they 
ceased, but conscioosncss did not return. The patient remained for a week 
in a most critical situation, paesing much of the time in groans and screams 
as if in great agony. Convalescence at length began, and lier ordinarily ex- 
cellent health was gradually restored. 

The present labour began Oct. 15th, P. M. I was colled to see her about 
3, A. M. of the IGth. She was in active, natural labour, the presentation 
good, and progress satisfactory. Bhe soon demanded ether, which she had 
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before determined to nse. The vapour was inhaled from a hollow spcingc in 
the nana! mimner, and was followed by its happiest effecta. 

The ohild, a boy wcigbiog nino pouads, was bom during almost perfect 
unconsciousness, and without the least untoward results. The bowels were 
perfectly regular, and, without any medicine whatever, lactation was most 
kindly eatabli»bo<1, natural appetite for food continued undisturbed, sleep was 
tmn(|uil, and aft«'-pning kindly referred to. 

I prcBcat this case to the Society because of the evidence it affords of the 
entire safety and advantage of etherization in labour, and in the puerperal 
state. I do so because wo are often asked if it be proposed to employ it in 
common natural labour, wby not do so? AVTiy not prevent great suffering, it 
may be, and make convalescence more rapid and more sure, than to take the 
diunces of protracted suffering, and of slow recovery. This is not u solitary 
case of the employment of etherization in the most natural labours. It b 
enough, however, to furnish this additional ovidonce of its safety in such cases 
to the large amount of the like contained in the treatise' above referred to, 
and which a wider later experience abundantly confirms. 

Xiitural Labour. — Age 84. 9th labour. Jan. IG, 1849. Labour begun 
at about o A. M. I was called about G A. >L Contractions strong. Oa 
uteri dilatable. Head presenting. Membranes not at all separalt^d from 
scalp by water. Posterior fontanelle to right acetabulum. At 9, os uteri 
had disappeared. Liquor amnii discharged. External organs moderately 
dilatable. No show. The only moisture was produced by the slight trick- 
ling of liquor amnii over the organs. At 9 ahe inhaled ether vapour. Its 
good agency waa soon seen. Fain was so much diminished as scarcely to be 
complained of. IVcssuro to the back was no longer clamoured for. An 
abundant xAow appeared. It was of dense and cnioureil mucus. I underscore 
the word (ofourcd, as I well remember Dr. John Clarke's remark on this oc- 
currence. Ho ascribes it to the rapidity and fulness of secretion, — to the 
rapid dilatation of organs, — and especially looks to it as the best evidence of 
the most favourable pregnancy case. In this instance the increased dilata- 
bility was moat observable in tho vagina and external organs. Labour ad- 
vanced rapidly and kindly. The posterior fontanelle was forced towards the 
symphysis. The sagittal suture in the direction so well described by Neagle. 
The child was bom in about an hour and a half &om beginning etheriaation. 
A male, weighing 1 1 pounds and VI ounces, in perfi-ct health. The placenta 
BOon followed, and without hemorrhage. 

17M. I'erfeolly pomfortahle. No afYer-pains, which, in other labours, had 
been remarkable for their sot^crity. I'riuc natural. Boweb regular without 
medicine. Child at breast. 

This case a presented to the Society because of tho ocoorrence of full secre- 
tion, A'/ir, and of the ttvc dilatability which occurred along with etherization 
in te:ituii» which bofor« had undergone very slight rhango. It u fjutber 
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offered because it has been gravely questinnwl if suth oliauges ilo occur from 
etherization, or during thut slate, anJ if (hc-j do, whetlier tliey Bbould be re- 
furred to tbat. The coiueidenccs havo been too numerous to leave this any 
longer a question. 

(hnmUimt. — Age tvrcnly-two. First labour, December 17th. A fortnight 
ago baving been looking for labour some weeka, was seized with convulaiona. 
Her physician reached her about an hour after the attack. She was then in 
a comatose afate, — her breathing Btertoroua — pulse very rapid^ and small — 
blood coming from Doac and mouth — akio generally pale. While the examina- 
tion waa proceeding, another fit occurred. As aoon ua it could bo done the 
patient n-as raised up in l>ed, and supported in that position. A vein opened, 
and tliirty-two ounces, two pinia, of blood taken. This was followed by per- 
fect calm, and there was no fit afterwards. The patient soon rallied, ao that 
in three or four days she was abroad, and walked from her bouse to South 
. Boston, a quarter of a mile or more. In other words, ahe was quite well. 
«A,week after her recovery her physician called to ace her again. He found 
lier complaining of most severe headache; referred to top and front of head, 
and almost immediately ahe said, "I can't see you — what is the matter?" 
He bound up her arm at once, and bled bcr again to full two pints. There 
was no convulsion. 

On the 17th, Sunday, between eight and nine, A. M., he was called, as tho 
membranes had brpken, and tho liquor amnii had freely escaped. He reached 
the address soon after, and in time to witness the faint fit which nshered in 
the labour. This was very severe; so that notwithstanding the former blced- 
inga, and the pale skin, and very small and weak pulse, he thought it safer 
to bleed again, especially as such good effecta had followed the former bleed- 
ings. He now took a pint. Examination showed labour was present. Con- 
vulsions continued to recur about once an hour through the day, the labour 
alowly advuneing. At length, in the evening, progress had nearly or quite 
ceased; and the convulsions continuing, he desired me to meet him in oon- 
anltatioD. 

I found the patient exceedingly restless — very pale, lips as well as face — 
skin cool, almost cold — polso very small and feeble, about 140 in the minute. 
During pain, restlessness especially great. In intervals sho lay most of time 
in heavy sleep. Eiamined and found bead low; at the bony outlet partly 
covered with oa uteri — o« being partially dilatable, being very firm where 
dilatability ceased. Much dryness, there being no proper show, the moisture 
mainly depending on liquor amnii, which slowly was passed awuy. I was 
told that the urine had been passed in the forenoon. 

Tho question of chloroform aroac. The physician in attendance had used 
it in other labours, but never for convuli^ious. I stated my observation of its 
effects — that I had within a year or two employed etherization in ten cases, 
and that six of the pstieols had done well; and that in the present case it 
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Heemeil cfipccially doaoning of trial, Bcoiug that bleeding had bocn thnroHghly 
trJLiI, and that the convulsions contiane to recur, and without any promise of 
Bpontanooas abatement. It was itgreed to employ chloroform; and as the 
time of an expected fit had nearly arrived, it was determined to use it at onoe. 
Souic progress had apparently been made within an hour or two; but her 
whole state showed that she could nut probably fiurrive if her present state 
was not soon replaced by delivery. 

A handkerchief was wetted with about half a drucbm of chloroform, and 
applied to her nose and mouth. She very soon inhaled regularly and tho- 
roughly. A pain came on. It was strong, and of fair length. She did not 
move in the least, but you fell by her recpiration — her obviously involuntary 
bearing down that tlie pain was efficient. The physician said that this was 
the case — that the head was pressing down, and the 08 uteri disappearing- A 
good interval occurred, and immcdiateiy, as pain retnmed, inhalation was 
again practiced. Progress was now reported as rapid. Another interval, 
and another pain of the character first described. I now examined, and found 
the labia well opened — the head just within them — the as uteri gone, an^ a 
sufficient mucous show. I called the attention of the physician to these points. 
He was a competent witness, and for hours had been in faithful attendance on 
the patient. He agreed entirely with me as Ifi the facts now stated. In a 
few more pains the child was bom. The cord was twined firmly round ite 
neck. There was no pulse in it. The idiild was soon relie^-ed of the presence 
of the cord, and was then easily bom. There was no respiration — no move- 
ment of the heart, and the whole appearance was of death, which probably 
occurred some time before its birth. Tlie womb contracted well. The pla- 
centa was expelled. I asked if there were any hemorrhage, and found there 
was none. The hand of the physician which was employed in receiving the 
after-birth, was not even soiled with blood. A binder was applied. The 
course settled as to what should be done in the night, especially if convulslona 
recurred, and I le^ the jmtieut perfectly comfortable in about an hour and a 
half after reaching the address. 

18'A, 9 A. M. I found the patient very comfortable — pulse 100, of good 
strength ; skin warm — in sound sleep. I learned that in about an hour after 
my leaving the patient she was sciwd with a convulsion. Chloroform was at 
once used, and the fit was not as long nor as severe as had been others — that 
there bad been frequent tiireatonings of fits, by a convulsive twitching, or 
draieiiiif of the head to one side, with rapid motion of the eyelids — the pre- 
cursor of former convulsions. As soon as these signs manifested themselves, 
chloroform was inhaled, and not another fit occurred. No urine. Catheter. 

19rt, 9 A. JI. — Patient very comfortable. Wide awake; colour of chceka 
good; poise 96; warmth sufficient. Asked how she felt; "First rate," was 
the quiet answer. One dejection yesterday without medicine, Physician re- 
ported that ho had for a time utterly failed to introduce the catheter. The 
viuknce of the patient made it impossible for him to do it. He placed has 
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under the fullest power of chloroform. Perfect etherization was established, 
and tho catheter introduced with entire ease. Ahout a quart of urine was 
drawn off, and showed to mo. It had no appearance of urine, but rather 
resorahled turbid black tea into which much milk had been poured. It hiiv- 
ing been drawn into a largo wbite bowl, llio resemblance was the more notice- 
able. It was entirely without smeil, and in this respect it correRponded 
exactly with urine drawn during-a case of convuli^ions of great interest, which 
I saw some months Nuce with Dr. Wyman, of Cambridge. The colour of 
the urine in Dr. W.'a case was darker than in the obove, but tho liquid had 
likeness to urine. A test tube was filled with it, and boiled ; coagulation oconrred 
at ODCc, and of a heavy dense character. Another portion was tested with 
nitric acid. It was at once, and almost the whole of it, firmly coagulated. 
I have not met with any instance in any dieeaso in which the urine has been 
80 remarkably coagulated as in this. 

Thia case fumiahea strong corroborative testimony in support of the obser- 
vations made on the urine iu puerperal convulsions, by Professor Simpson, of 
Edmburgh. 

I am indebted to my friend, Dr. Bacon, one of our best analytic chemist*, 
for the following note of some csperiments made by him ou some of the 
mine above referred to. 

Boston, January IStt, 1849. 

De-vr Sir; — I have made a partial analysis of the specimen oRurine which 
you desired me to examine, but regret to find that it is so far decoinpoaod tliat 
no reliable conclusion can be drawn aa to its charaeter whun recent. I was 
able, however, to asccrtaiD that there is no deficiency of urea, the analysis 
yielding I'15 per cent., an amount but little below the average. It is probable 
that a part of the urea originally proeent has been destroyed bj deeompositiun. 

A considerable quantity of uric acid occurs in combination with ammonia. 

Tho white sediment, which when diffused through the urine gives it a milky 

and turbid appearance, is principally ural« of ammonia. The moat remarkable 

peuuliarity of tho specimen is the large amount of albumen which it contains. 

Yours truly, 

JOHN BACON, J«. 

Waltxk Cbannikg, M.D. 

laverlcd Womh. — Age 22. 1st child. Labour took place evening of 
January lat, 1840, and was completed between 8 and 9 A. M. This per- 
son is small, of feeble aspect, pale, but was very easily delivered of a large 
living child, a female. The pelvis was large, and well formed. The placenta 
soon followed the child, very moderate traction being used by the cord. The 
physician was struck by the mass, and by the suffering which attended and 
followed its expulsion. Upon examinatinn be fnund the womb was inverted, 
the placenta being still attached to it. lie used chloroform to facilitate the 
reduction of the womb, having first removed from it the placenta. The womb 
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was readily carried into the vagina, nnd there resistod further atl^nipts to re- 
turn it to itfl natoral Bitnatton. There wna much hemorrhage. 

I wus desired to sec this patient, and learned these fucte in tbc case. Her 
attondaiit removed hia hand from the vagina, and requcetcd me to 
make an ciamination. I found a large and solid conieal tumour, xt tbc 
Up})er part of the Tagina, extending some distance above the brim of the 
pelvis, and eurronnded by a sac, which it nearly filled, allowing the hand to 
pass between them, the apper termination of which the ends of tLc fingers did 
not reach, and the lower edge of which was not so distinctly separated from 
the vagina as lo make it perfectly clear where this lut ended, The vagina 
wtts filled ffilh eoagala, and blood was freely oozing from the surface of the 
turaonr. Having the tumour encircled by my hand aa far as its size per- 
mitted, I directed chloroform to be given to diminish or Buspend sensibility 
when pressure should be made upon the masB. It was strongly demanded 
by the patient. When etherization was produced, and it was very satis&c- 
torily done, the tumour was firmly compressed. If any doubt had existed of 
the diagnosis, it was soon entirely removed by the gradual but certain dimi- 
nution in the bulk of tlio mass, and by its slow return within that which oon- 
tiuaed it. It ascended gradually, until by a sudden bound it escaped from 
the hand. Contraction took place very soon. First in the upper part of the 
womb, and then in the lower part, the neck and mouth, — the latter cloang 
accurately upon the fingers as they were withdrawn, or were protruded into 
the vagina l>y it. A considerable portion of the membranes which were left 
ottoched to the womb after the placenta had been pulled off were partly ex- 
pelled into the vagina, and partly remained in the womb. They were now 
carefully, and apparently wholly removed. Hemorrhage at once ceased. The 
womb was full in ile usual place immediately after delivery. The patient 
seemed to suffer nothing from the uporation. 

4th. Report favourable. 

lOlk. Recovery perfect. 

This is the second case only wbich I have met with of recent inver»Q 
uteri. 1 have seen one only of the chronic form uf this gravest of uterine 
displacements. The first case was not seen by me till two or three hours 
after its occurTcncc. I was called because of the extreme distress and death- 
like sinking, and hemorrhage which occurred, or increased after the supposed 
entire reduction of the displaced organ. I found the patient in apparently 
extreme danger. The symptoms were great restlessness, extreme distress, 
pale and cold akin, and scarcely perceptible pulse. I examined the abdomen, 
and found it presenting a hollow, rather than a fulness, in the place of tUe 
contracted womb, as ordinarily exista after delivery. A firm ring was felt 
extending from ilium to ilium, and permitting the hand to pass downwards aa 
into the cavity of the pelvis, or a large empty bowl. Slight pressure on this 
ring, or rounded edge, produced severe pain. I said to the medical attendant 
that the womb was still iuverlcd. He said it Was impossible that this should 
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be tlio case, rs he bad retlBced it, bat consented that I shaulJ c. 
cose. "Hiis the patient resisted. She suid abe had already Buffert^d t«mblj 
and would not submit to be tortured any more. She was told of bcr danger^ i 
and assiirancca given that a& little suffering as poesible should be proUucodi ] 
At length she consented. I fuund, as I knew before wna the ease, that tha 
womb was inverted, — passed the hand at once into the vogina, and with the 
baolis of the fingers pressing upon the presenting fundus, steadily carried it 
into its plaee. Contraction at once occurred, — the hand was slowly expelled, 
and the woouin at once expressed how great was ber relief. 

In comparing these two cases I cannot but notice the striking diflerenoes 
which charucterixe them. How painful was this hist in ils whole historyl 
In the first case there was no suffering at all. There was the slightest degree 
only of constitutional disturbance, and local symptoms bitrdly existed. There 
was neither organic nor voluntary resistance to reduction, und from first to 
last the operation was progressive and satisfactory. It is a new application 
of etberixatioD, and corresponds with the happiest, — the most successful. 

Placenta Previa. — About 30. Fourth pregnancy. Sth mouth. Jan. 
IS, 1S4E), was desired to sec her in cousultation. Found tliat she had been 
flowing at times for three months. La^t three weeks great loss. Labour 
occurred in night preceding my visit. I found her very pale, — perfectly 
blanched, — no pulse, — respiration sighing, — no uterine contractions. Uer 
medical attendant was absent. Stimulanls were given and the pulse returned, 
very feeble. Examined, — dilatation of external organs, and os uteri good. 
No hemorrhage. Coagula block, shreddy, firm. It was my purpose to have 
tnmed before such reaction had occurred as would or might be attended with 
hemorrhage, as it seemed pretty clear that furtlicr loss would be fatal. Cir- 
cumstances prevented my doing an operation which I could not control. I 
left, — came back in an hour, — found the pbjsician in attendance, and it was 
agreed that turning should be done. 

The hand passed easily into the vagina, and etherization by chloroform was 
established. Os uteri was now passed. The placenta was found to be ex- 
tensively separated, and remaining adhesions were separated. The hand now 
was passed between the womb and membranes, till a knee was felt within the 
latter- They were broken, and the liqaor amnii scarcely at all escaping, the 
limb was readily grasped, and slowly but easily brought down. Delivery 
was accomplished without tho patient being at all conscious of the events 
The placenta followed. There was ito /urtlicr hemorrhaiji: A swathe waa 
applied, and the woman left after an hour perfectly comfortable. The ease 
of the operation has been spoken of. This was wholly owing to clberi»ttion. 
There was not the least resistance to the operation. The patient was in per- 
fijct sleep. No excessive action of the womb occurred. How important are 
these facts in this history. How deeply should they be considered by tho 
a of etherization. This woman must have died under any farther 
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hemorrhage. What more likely to produce this than struggles to escape from 
the pains of turning? Her strength was almost exhausted. What surer to 
take away that little which remained than resistance and struggle? What 
more perfect than the operation, both in itself, the quiet during which it was 
done, and in its results ? 

lith. Fair reaction. 

15^. Doing well. Milk in breasts. Pulse of sufficient strength. Not 
the least abdominal tenderness. Renal excretion natural. Good colour in 
lips. Sleep disturbed by moral excitement, and by visitors. On the whole 
very comfortable. 
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Apn'l 9fk. Certbro-^inoJ Menin^'tii. — Dr. Joseph Saboent, of Worcea- 
ter, read the following casca of this diseusc, epidemic in the Iotcd of Sutton. 

The following are memoranda of an epiilemic of cerebro-spiiial menin^tis in 
the towns of Millbury and Sutton, in March last, They ure eolleuted mostly 
from medical gentlemen in whose pnietiee the disease occurred. They do not 
reach the accuracy of recorded bedwide observationB, hut were relatud only 
merooriter. They come nearer the truth, however, for being observations of 
ft disease that is rare, and whicji attmotcd a good deal of attention and remark. 

Case I. — E. L., ogttd 55, was a soythe-maker in Millbury, and occasionally 
an auctioneer : a large, healthy mini uf tempentte habits, and in good fieah. 
The invasion of the disease was on Saturday, the 2Glk of Marcli, and not 
after any unusual work or disturbance. 

MaivJi 2blh. He had worked at bis trade all day, and eervcd in the evening 
u an auctioneer. He had slept well that nigbtj and the morning of the 2Glh, 
after taking a light breakfa.<jt, as usual, at 7 A. M., had gone Ifl hia work, 
&om which he returned at 8 o'clock, complaining of "aching of the bones." 
He was up and down during the forenonn, talking as usual, and without any 
dnlness, though with some headache. Took a cup of tea for his dinner. Is 
the afternoon hia headache became so severe, that he called fur an application 
of spirits of camphor. Took a cup of tea with his family at evening, and 
had a comfortable, quiet night: not talking, groaning, or snoring m hia 
^eep. Had hud no nausea, and the bowels were open. Sunday morning, 
the 2~A, he rose at 7 o'clock, complaining of very severe headache. Ale no 
breakfiist; had a chill soon ufler he was up; and, now, the headache became 
ao aerere, that he said he had never known what headache waa before. Dr. 
Corkw, of Millbury, was called in at 10 j A. M. He reports that he found him 
lying quietly on his left side in bed, with the knees bent, and respiration not 
labored nor hurried. Ills puL^ was 86, apparently full, but easily cumpreaaed. 
Skin universally flushed, hot, dry ; greati^st heat about head. Pupils equal, 
moderately dilated, not contracting to light. The patient aecmed to be only 
par^Uy conscious. Being asked to put out hia tongue, would protrude it and 
not retract. Being asked if his bead ucLed, said "a little;" did not seem to 
be conscious of any great pain ; mistook morning fur evening, and repeated 
the mistake when corrected. Uis tongue was dry, glossy, very red. Dr. 
Corlew advised frictions with strong mustard water; sinapisms to calves of 
less; cold to head; and pills containing blue pill gr. x; comp. extract of 
coTucyntb, gr. sv ; rhubarb, gr. xv. 

Dr. Corlew saw him again at 1 P. M. The purgative had moved the, 
bowels twice, smartly, producing dark fluid evacuations. His skin was now 
universally pole and cold, especially on cxtninuties. He was lying on bis 
fauk, quietly, with the hmbs extended, the eyes closed, the pupils contracted, 
obedient to the light ; seemingly entirely insensible U> what was going on 
Biound him. He talked incoherently : blowing the bellows, fishing, &c. His 
pulse was 100, and very small. Dr. Corlew advised : continuance of mustard 
applications; blister to lumbar region; frictions over spine with quadruple 
ammonia; Dover's powder, gr. ii; calomel gr. i, every hour. 

Dr. Corlew saw him again at 5 P. M. He had now spoken none for two 
hour^ and had kept bis mouth nearly closed, so that his medicine liad been 
forced. He wag in great and almrK^t constant Jactitation, so that two strong 
men oould scarcely keep him on the bed ; no rigidity. The frictions bad pro- 
duced but very alight irriltttiou. 
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1 saw the patient with Dr. Corlew at 5] to 6 F. M. I fonnd him pal?, cold, 
in great jactitation, without rigidity ; mouth very elightly open, tongue palish, 
glossy ; jawB not admitting of easy separation ; groaning and moaning, taking 
notice of nothing, nsing no woids. I'nlse 100 to 108, counted with difficulty 
on account of the jactitation. Pupils of about natural size, esamiued with 
difficulty ; no injection of conjunctivie or of otl^r viuble tissues of eyes. 
Advised continuance of treatment. 

Patient remained much in this condition till the morning of Twi»J.aj/, ihf 
29(ft of March at 2 o'clock, when he died: — 66 hours after the probable in- 
vasion of the disease. On Sfonday, considerable imtation Lad been produced 
over the spine by caustic potass. 

I^Mt-VKirlem eramfnatlon, 30 ftours ajier dfadi. The body was mottled by 
large ecchymoses. Two to three inches of adipose substance over abdomen, 
and nearly as much over thoras. Viscera of thoniE and abdomen examined 
carefully, present no abnormal appeanince. Longs, healthy and crepitating; 
valves of heart normal; spleen, small; liver, of usual size and appearance; 
kidneys, do. AU the abdontinal organs inlaid in adipose substance; no eleva- 
tion of Peyor's patches. 

Uptm opening the cmniutn, there nas no unusual adhesion of the dora 
mat^ir, which presented its ordinary appearance, and preserved its polish an 
the arachnoid side. Under the cemhral arachnoid, over the upper surface of 
both hemispheres, was seen a wbitiBh deposit, as of purulent matter. On 
attempting to remove the arachnoid, the pia mater came with it, the two co- 
hering BO closely as not to admit of separation ; and the purulent deposit was 
between them. On both udcs of the cerebellum there was a considetsble 
intermeningcal depout of pus and lymph, also. The membranes having been 
detached from the renlmim, it had not its usual whiteness and polish, but was 
dull and iiunotaled, like the inmde of a Btniwberry, and on being scmpod was 
found to l^ somewhat softened. The cut suifaee presented an unusual num- 
ber of red points. The rereMfnm seemed bealthy ; no uniismil fluid in ven- 
tricles. ?lo pus seen aloug nifdntla vblongata. 

The npinal marrow being exposed from the front, at commencement of dor- 
sal vertcbrR!, a considemblc deposit of pus mid lymph vnti found without soft- 
ening of marrow. At middle of dorsid vertebras there yitm another similar 
deposit, with softening of the marrow. 

Tills examination was conducted ha.Htily, in the time between the passing of 
two trains of cars; hat tlie account is reliable in so far ns it goes; I present 
the case first, although it was not firet in order of time, because I saw it in 
life, and have tha history accurately, and aBsisteJ, also, at the post-mortem 
examJoatloQ. 

Ca88 n. — A. G., aged 47, single, and a healthy man, a farmer and teamster, 
ootnplaiQed n littleof "aching of the bones" on Saturday, JtiarchSd. This was 
mufdi increased on Sunday t/ie AlA, but he slept well Sunday night. He woke 
early Mon.iny morning, (/H'Tif/l, complainingseverely of headache, biickacbe, and 
aching nil over. At 8 o'clock, Dr. Corlew found him lying on his left side, 
with his Uead near the edge of the bed, his arms over the side of the bed, his 
logs flexed, bis pupils much dilated, knowing nothing, with entire loss of nms- 
cuUr actiou, so that his hand raised would drop. His pulse vras 80, small 
and easily compressed. Head not very hot; general heat, natural. Respir.i- 
tiou not laboured. He was lying like a man in quiet sleep, and could not be 
roused. Dr. Corlew advised siuapiBms to the epigastrium, back, and legs, 
and an emetic of ipecac, and calomel. The patient resisted, in a dogged 
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manner, all nipJicul or other int^rferonce. He was restlew, tossing about, 
Mj-ing, " oh dear I" getting up, wiiUcing hctobs the floor, putUng his hands on 
to his bnek, revolving his body in a, rigid way, flitting down like a man with 
B stiff neck. While he was in this elate, I waa called to him ; bnt before I 
reached Millbury (namely, before noon), his condition was considered as being 
improved (this being the first case of tie diaeoHe in its epidemic form), and I 
waa not desired to esamine or prescribe for him, bnt was ('alle<l away by Dr. 
Cortew to advise for a child in similar state, whose case, also, 1 shall here 

The appearance of (he man, thus far, had been such as ta cause his neigb- 
bonra to exphiin it by calling it a manifestation of " ugliness" rather than of 
<]iBeaBe — sucb was his nwtlessness and apparent spirit of rebellion, Hia 
emetico^cathartic having done its work, ]>r. Oorlew placed him, the nest morn- 
ing, upon Dover's powder and calomel, and the third day upon opium and 
camphor, of each one gntin evurr three honrs. This course steined to afford 
some relief to his aching, but he waa uonstantly in a half conscious slate, 
answering questions accurately tor u moment, and then talking lu himself, 
driving bis t«am, walking about and saying "oh dear, how I ncho — how mr 
back aches," till about the tt^ntb day, when be sank into a ^hoid slate, with 
rig^di^ and opisthotonos. He lay on his hack, constantly slipping down in 
bed. Ho answered questions irrelevantly. He had suhsnltus tendinum, and 
picked at the bed-clothes, and passed his urine in bed. He had a red dry 
stripe down the middle of the tongue. I saw him on the twelfth day of his 
disease, when all these symptoms were manifest, ^ome days before, if an 
attendant stepped towards bim quickly, or thrust his hand towards him, he 
would retract, as if to dodge. He died on the thirteenth day of his disease — 
itarah 10. 

A post-fTiorteta examinaluiii was made on the morning of tbe day following. 

Tbe body was large; limbs rigid. On opening the head, tbe veins of the 
Ttteminf/es were found to be turgid with dark hloiid. There was no unusual 
lerous fluid below the arucbnoid, hut here and there, between tbe convolutions 
of the cerebrum, there was a wlutish deposit, which, on tbe removal of the 
membranes, wns found to be between the pia mater and tbe arachnoid, dipping 
down between tbe convolutions, and being of the consistence of lymph. 

Tbe uembnines were easily detached from the cerebrum, leaving its surfuco 
white, polisbcd, and of the ordinary firmness. It is rare to see tlie cerebral 
substance harder; and the cousiittence was uniform; and the cut surface pre- 
sented no unusual red points. The right lateral ventricle whs distended with 
m serous flm'd, contttintng flocculi of lymph and pus. The fhorotd plcnit was 
red, like the comb of a cock. On removing the right hemisphere of tbe cere- 
brum from the skull, the anterior lobe presented an iutermeningeal deposit of 
pus and lymph, of an inch in irrcgukr diameter immediately over the orbit. 
The sellu turcica was covered in like manner, and the optic nerves enveloped 
— the nerves themselves preserving their ordinary consistence. The right 
hemisphere having lieen removed, the deposit of pus and lymph dipping down 
between the convolutions on the other side, in situ, was quite remarkable. 
Neither tulfcrclcs, granulatjous, nor ramollissement, were fimnd anywhere. At 
the base of the ccnicliiim and about the medullu ob/o'iffala, there was a good 
deal of lymph, with abundant pus, also; and this could be seen along down 
the gtinal marrow as far as the eye could penetrate, all being bathed in jms. 
The ^)!nat marrow waa then exposed iu front from upper dorsal vertebra to 
aacnim, aud everywhere there was abundant pus between the pia mater and 
the arachnoid, especially on the posterior part, so that it could be spooned out. 
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The apinal m.trrow iladf and the nerves were quite firm. The right sciatic 
neire, expoBeit by an iuuision through the gluteal regioa, presented nolhing 
abnormal. 

The lower lobe of the rii/hl lung was in ii state of red hepatization— rflorid, 
BoUil, heavy, triable, containing no air. Lungs, othet^ac, entirely healthy. 
Some subsidence posteriorly. 

SpUeti small; psntireaa, and kidneys, and liver, preaented nothing unusual; 
intestines, examined throughout thoir v hole track, presented nothingabnonnal; 
no development of Foyer's patches; the bladder was distended with urine. 

Case III. — The only otlier post-mortem elimination was made by Dr. Henry 
Sargent. The case was of a child in Sutton, aged five years, which died eight 
hours after the apparent invasion of the disease. There was nolhing abnormal 
found in the examination, excepting a turgid state of the meningeal vessels, 
and a pulpy conditioa of the spinal marrow. The body was covered with 
pnrplu peteuhise, a line or so in diameter, and not raised. The same were 
found on the peritoneal face of the stomach, and were confined to the perito- 
neum. I regret tbut I have no detail of the symptoms in this case. This 
little child's grandmother died in the same house the day following, of umilar 
disease. No post-uortem examination was allowed. 

Casb IV. — C. L , aged 3} years, complained, Saturday afternoon, 

March 3d, of severe pain in the head, and vomited. The vomiting continued 
at intervals till the next afternoon. Dr. Corlew found the child, Sunday 
morning, at 10} o'clock, in the following state, vIk.: quiet, stupid; bead and 
body hot; respiration natural ; jiulso quick; pupils dilated, not obeying the 
light. The tongue was red. At 1 P. M. tbe stupor had passed away, and there 
was partial conscionsnesa, jactitation, contraction of pupils, rigidity of neck. 
I saw heron Monday — when there was jactitation, contraction of pupils, rigidity 
of neck, uncertain vision — the little patient putting her hand forward for my 
purse, which I held out for ber, but missing it She died on Wednesday, 
about nlnety-Bix hours from the attack; no autopsy; no tubercular disease in 
family. 

The foregoing caBC« represent the epidemic, of which there have been six- 
teen cases witbin the circuit of four miles of a country not very thickly settled, 
and no recovery that can yet be relied on. There has been a striking similar- 
ity of symptoms in all the patients. Death occurred in one instance in six 
hours from tbe attack. The patJeat who lived longest is the one whose autopsy 
is reported — the death having ooeurrod on the thirteenth day. Most have died 
witbin four days, and three within twenty-five hours. 

In Millbnry all have been males but one; in Sutton three were females. 
(Dr. Corlew is not sure that there were not more than three.) In Millbnry 
the disease has been, for the most part, within a few rods from the Bluckstone 
River; and, in one instance, there were two cases in one house. In Sutton 
the cases have been in various parte O'f ^e town, high and low. 

Dr. Paine of OxfonI, whose practice reaches also into Sutton, reports to me 
the following cases : — 

0. W , aged usteen, was not well, March 9th, though at school. He 



oompUined aflfir school of pain in his head and was pitilly, and Lad not much 
deep in the uigbt. The morning following there was pain in the head and 
limbe, and eoreoess of the flesh. In the afwruoon Dr. Pains found hiiu pale, 
eoldj.senselese, with dilated pupila (unef|mUly dilal<'d), moaning, and in a good 
deal of jactitation. He used no words. The Doctor gave ipecac., applied 
mastard largely, and ordered i gr. calomel every hmir. The next morning he 
had aroused a little, so that he knew the Doctor, and was for the mogt part 
rational, and had some warmtli of the extremities. This continued during the 
day. At night he was hot, restless, eleeplcae, dchrious, and so for the follow- 
ing day and night ; after which his delirium gradually wore away. He had 
e^^hotonos on the Ut!i, and double vision aner restoration of ronton; also 
conriderable pain in the back. This young man is still (March 30th) under 
Dr. Pune'a treatment — the same having conrasted mostly in calomel and 
counter-irritAtion. [This case is not counted among the sixteen reported to 
mc, in a manner, hy Dr. Corlew.] 

Dr. Paine reports another case, of n woman, aged thirty to forty, att-sckcd 
on a Sunday and dying the next Friday, having never got out of the cold stage, 
nor reached consciouBness. She took a good deal of powerftil cathartic medi- 
cine, and was blistered over the sjiine of the neck and baek. Dr. Pune saw 
her daily, in consultation. Her symptoms were hke those of the last patient. 

Another patient of Dr. Fainc's, a hard-working, energetic, not very strong, 
woman, of sixlj to seventy years of age, slender, of more than middling height, 
was taken, Sunday, March ^Oth, with pain in head, vertigo, pain in lirabs, and 
soreness and chilliness. The pain in head continued till hor death, Thursday 
night, the 2Ai/i. There was no delirium till the morning of the 28d, and then 
it was only occasional. There was strong opisthotonos, no dilatation of pupils, 
no noise in head, no paralysis, very little sleep, a great deal of jactitation. 
The bowels were easily moved by cathartics. ITie Doctor gave calomel, four 
or five grs., with a little ipecac, once in six hours or bo, and made use of ex- 
tensive counter-irritation. The treatment seemed to have no effect upon the 
disease. 

Another patient of Dr. Faine's, a boy of four years of age, went to bed 
well, and waked in night delirious, and much frightened. Dr. Paine found 
him, the next morning, in bed, on his bavk, pale, cold, and with dilated pupils. 
The nock, chest, and abdomen, were eovered with irregularly rounded pm'ple 
petechitc, of about a hue in diameter, not raised and not disappearing on pres- 
sure. Tbe intervening skin was the whitest Dr. Paine ever suw; and the veins 
on the abdomen and chest were dark purple, distended, and distinct even in 
their minutest ramifications, presenting a dark net^work in bcuutifuJ contrast 
with the perfect whiteness of the skin. The pulse could scarcely be felt. 
Convulsions soon came on, and the boy died within three hours from the time 
of Dr. Faine's first seeing him. The pctcchim co^'e^ed the extremities also 
before death, but did not appear on the fate. 

Three days after, Dr. Paine was calle^l to the mother of this child, complain- 
ing of her head and back and limbs, and of chilliness, and presenting the same 
petechia. After active purgative and counter-irritant treatmeut she was about 
wwk on the second day. 

Three days after this, Dr. P. was called to another of her children, aged two 
yetuv, in convulsions, and presenting the same eruption. This child is still sick 
(March 30th), and has had opisthotonos and dilatation of the pupils, and, at 
first, some loss of consciousness. 

I have introduced these latter cases of Dr. Faine's to suggest a comparison 
between this disease and the "Spotted Fever," so called, as described bj Dr. 



Hale, Dr. H. B. C- Green, and olhere, and eapeciallj in the American 6*"'""^ 
of Ooplafuft Meflkcd Dictloiiaiy, as published by the MaesacbuBetta Medical 
Society, under the article '' Feyer." Thia is the JeBcri]ition of a disease with 
strongly nuirked cerebral BjnipWms; and the only aulflpsy I find recorded, 
(vii., that of Dr. Bowcn'a patient,) is on autopsy of cerebral meningitis, nhilc 
the i^oneral account of puat-mortuary appeurancea, in other caaea, speaks of 
meningeal veaaels turgid with blood, ofadhesiiins between the two hemiaphercs, 
of bhiody points on the cut sur&ce of the eerebrmn, and of distension of the 
lateral Tentrtclcs. My attention was first called to thia, by remarks of Dr. 
John Green, a physician who was in large practice in Worcester and vicinity, 
during the prevalenee of the epidemic uf " spotted fever," in Worcester County, 
(1810 to 1814,) and who stated the analogy of aymptoma before any aulop^ 
hod been made. The "spots" play but a very subordinate part in all the liis- 
loriea of the epidemic of thirty years ago, that I have seen, and were by no 
means constant. They gave the name to the epidemic only because its lesion 
wna not known, and the name was picturesque. The name also made, perhaps, 
a part of its terror, and designated a kind of personification. So natural is 
the superatition which takes fright at severe disease which is "unknown;" and 
which also loses half its horror of the same disease, when the knife of the ana- 
tomist bos fixed its looality, even though this do not diminish its danger; — a 
tacit recognition of confidence in science and medical skill. 

In the epidemic which occurred at Schlestat and at Strasbnrg in 1841, 
(and of thia last there is an excellent history by M. Forget, Professeur de 
Cliuiquo, &c., at Strasbnrg, in the Gaxetle Miilicale de Farit for 184'2,) no 
account is made of spots, excepting of an herpetic eruption about the mouth 
and labia pudendi. There is no eruption spoken of in the epidemic at Ver- 
sailles, at Avignon, or at Nancy — nor, in so far as I am informed, in the epi- 
demics in Ireland. 



P. S.— Worcester, April 26th, 1849:— 

With the foots at present before me, I have attempted only to make out the 
p.ithology of this epidemic. The consideration of its proper treatment, or 
only of the effect cJ the treatment it has bad, would require much more exlen- 
«ve and careful investi^lion. I will only add, at present, a fact related to 
me two days since, by Dr. Rawson, of Grafton, who has had twelve eases of 
the epidemic in hia own practice in Sutton, and who informs me that he de- 
ugna to publish their history. Of the twelve, he lost only the first two. Ho 
depended mostly upon bleeding and purging — not hcdiating to bleed even in 
the cold stage. He relates, particularly, t he ease of one patient whom he found 
cold, with a small pulse, and whom be bled at once, to the amount of a quart, 
the akin becoming warm, and the pulse bounding while the blood flowed. The 
patient was much relieved after the loss of blood, as they all were. The head- 
ache being very severe, two or three days after, Dr. Rawson bled him another 
qnart with relief The man got well. 



Protracted Labour — hutrumental — S«lphurie Ether — Chioro/orm. — Mra. 

, aged twenty-three, Grat liiboor, began March 9th, 1849, at about 1 A. M, 

I wu called to her in the country, bctwc-en 3 and 4 A. M. Labour was present; 

contractioDB moderate; oa uteri somewhat dilated; strength good; cheerful. I 
returned to town hetneen eight and nine, and went again at noon. Some pro- 
gress, but no indications of dehTery; os uteri not Bimciently dilated to settle 
what wua the presentation; pains moderate. I remiuned the night, and left 
again for town in the morning. On my return I found the contractions stronger, 
suffering greater; and found the presentation to be faix to right acetabulum; 
orbitar processes of the frontal bone distinctly and enaily felt beneath the hrim; 
cnuiium closely fixed in the pelvis, and no impression whatever made by the 
strong contractions now present ; the suffering was great, and it was attempted 
to reUevc it by inhalation of sulphuric ether. Very little relief came from a 
foil trial, aud chloroform wtxs substituted for it. This very soon produced rest, 
quiet sleep, easy respiration ; the pulse, temperature, and complexion, remun- 
ing perfectly natural. In the latter pwi of the day, it being obvious that no 
benefit was to be looked for from the natural efforts, which continued as strong 
as ever, the forceps were applied. No progress was made, though all safe force 
was used. It being clear that the safety of the mother depended on speedy 
delivery, the forceps were removed and craniotomy Mae, and the child de- 
Uvered. These efforts with instruments were made during unconsciousness 
from chloroform; the patient did not know when the ehUd was bom. Not the 
smallest injury was done, nor did the least morbid process occur in the puer- 
peral state. Some anxiety was felt, as a lady in the neighbourhood, who waa 
delivered about tko same time, waa seized with puerperal peritonitis which vu 
speedily fatal. 

Natural Labmtr — Laceraluno/Peri'neumicillioul Etlierizalton. — Mrs. , 

ued twenty-six, first labour, was token with labour March 15th, veiy early in 
the morning. I was desired to see her about sis A. M. I found her up, ap- 
puently in usual health, with occasional uterine contraction, which was so 
slight as hardly to attract attention. I was on my way to visit the above case, 
and left for her rcsidenee. I returned between eight and nine, and called again 
on my city patient. She wa^ quite as comfortable as in the morning, and I 
left, bo be called when needed. This was between 10 and II A. M. Upon 
reaching the.house I fouud the ohild was ham, and aft«r a manner so easy that 
it was hardly thought necessary to send for aid. The iniant had not been 
Beporated from the mother; this was now done, and the placenta soon followed. 
Upon examining the perineum, I ascertained that it was entirely torn through 
to the edge of the sphincter aiii or termination of the rectum. The rent was 
felt to be as smooth as if made with a knife. The getting up was good, anj, 
nnion of the wound took place. I have mode this record of this cose because^ 
of the late discussion in the Society of the (|ueHtion whether support of thq 
perineum is ever necessary, and, farther, because of an assertjon of a member 
of the London Westminster Medical Society, at a kte meeting, who stated) 



that chloroform produced rupture of the perineum. In my case no phyaiciao. 

' ■ '" ' .0 support, and 



LS present during delivery, the nurse gave i 
employed. I do not remember to have met with i 
part as iu this instance. 



chloroform was 
entire a lacemtiou of the 



Extraett froav S/x. fiyr Mttl. Improvement. 

Pi-olract'-d Labour — Instrumental — Laeeratum of Perineum u-iUimit Elhrr- 

izatii/n. — Mrs. ^ag«d about thirty, firat labour, March 15th. I was culled 

out of town to see this rase in ooneultatioD, at the close of the itecond day from 
its beginning. The Jbrdiead was towards the right acetabulum, the anterior 
fontuuelle presenting, and the-heod firmly impacted in the pelvis. The cun- 
troctiona were strong, and suffering much ; but it was thou^t unnecessary to 
deliver, and I left, to be caUed at any moment when the physicians in attend- 
ance judged farther as^stonce necessary. I was called abont 8 A. M. fnllowing, 
sixteen hours after my first visit. It was now obvious that the time had come 
for delivery, and the child was delivered by the forceps. It was bom alive. 
Ethcrimtion vim neither desired nor attempted. Every precaution was taken 
to prevent injury to the perineum, but very extensive laceration tool place, 
which was long in healing. The pressure on the bladder had deprived it of 
power to empty itself, and the catheter was reiiuircd for some time. The child 
was bora alive, and the woman ultintntoly did well. 

Painful I^ibour — Inttnimental — Chiork EtJwr. — Mrs. , about twentj- 

foor, firat labour, was taken ill early on the morning nf March 29tb. The 
uterine action was rapidly and most strongly developed, and the resistance of 
the unprepared organs to the passago of the child made the sufferings of the 
Mtient truly agonizing. I was desired to see her in consultation at about 1 
P. M. Her medical attendant s^d to me, " I have sent for you to deliver this 
woman, for I feel sure that her life is endangered by her labour." I requested 
that chloric ether nught be sent for, and proceeded to examine the patient. I 
found the /ice to tlie nymphs/sis jmiiis, the anterior /tmlantik presenting ex- 
actly in the centre of the vagina. The fontanelle was unusually large, and 
for a moment I thought the delay of dellveiy might be owing to dropsy of the 
cranium, and especially did I think some such cause must exist when I wit- 
nessed the strength of the uterine contractions, and the total want of impres- 
sion npott the head. This had reached the pelvic outlet, and one would have 
expected delivery at any moment: this state of things, however, had existed 
many hours. The diagnosis was determined by examining the sutures. 
These were in their usuaI contact, or overlapping, making it clear that the 
great sine of the fontandle was the result of imperfect ossification. 

As soon as the ether was obtained, the instrument was applied, and inhala- 
tion begun immediately after. Extracting effort was soon mode, and the child 
delivered with much ease. It cried at once, and lustily. Upon examination, 
the anterior fontanelle was found to be as described ; both feet duhbei}, and a 
large »pina, lijida. The child died a day or two after; the patient-did perfect- 
ly woU. Not a morbid occurrence disturbed her rapid convalescence. Thav 
was not the smallest local lesion of any kind. The perineum was not in the 
slightest degree injured. We have, in succession, three cases of certainly not 
common positions of the fcetal cranium during labour. All were instrumental. 
In two, etherization was practiced ; in two, labour was much protracted ; in one, 
deliveiy wss accomplished in a few hours after labour began. The result was 
wholly satislactory. I wss glad to find that early resort to instrumental de- 
livery in one case above has the sanction of Prof. Simpson's high authority. 
He suggests that caoes occur in which delay is lost time; not only so. that the 
chances to both mother and child may be greatly diminished by the continn- 
anoe of protracted and ineffectual labour. 

Arm Pracntalion — Cldoric Ether. — Mrs. , about thirty, sixth labour, 

April 15th, about 1 A. M. ; physician called at 5 A. M. ; arm protruding from 
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external oigKUB; water had come away snme time before. I saiw this palient 
about 6 A. M. She is stroDg, plethoric, in full health ; she told me I deliTerod 
her with the forceps five jears ago. It was agreed t« turn, and that chlorio 
ether should be inhaled — strength 35 per cent, chloroform. It produced thft 
ordinary effects of chloroform about as soon aa does chloroform iteelf. Thers 
was heavy, profound sleep ; noisy stcrtor, or snoring ; perfect inseneibility, and 
OB perfect unconsciousness. Turning wa« accomplished with entire ease. The 
child was bom alive, but did not long survive. Convalescence was rapid and 
unjnt«rmpted. 

Vonrviauma — Ohioro/hnti. , aged fifteen, first labour, April 16th, at- 

about 1 A. M. Began with vomiting. Physician found her in violent cou- 
vokioiis; was very fleshy, and in perfect health; no error of diet; full blood- 
letting, about 3sxx; leeches to temple; terebinthinate enemata, cold to head. 
I was called to see her at about 1 P. M. Found her very ill; face pale; livid; 
respiration heavy, laborious; pulse from 192 to 200 in the minute, amallp 
sluurp; convulsions violent ; os uteri dilatable ; slightly dilated ; show; headi 
presenting. I advised chloroform; it was at once inhaled, aud this very 
thoroughly; it checked the convulsions, so that no more occurred. The 
labour proceeded. At about 3 P. M. she recognized her mother, and gave 
other evidence of consciousness. I left her, soon after, doing perfectly well. 
This patiejit waa carefully watehed, and whenever a convulsion was threatened, 
which waa denoted always by wide-staring, fixed eyett, chloroform was imme- 
diately inhaled. In this instance, oonsd.ou8ness returned sooner than in any 
case which has come before me. 

Natural Laljour — Chlorir. Ether — Chloroform. — Mrs. , aged twenty- 

aixj first labour April 17th, about 2 PM. In this case, etheriiation waa 
practiced simply to relicvu intense suffering. Chloric ether; it« effects were 
disagreeable, and very slight in regard to relief. Chloroform was substituted, 
and with entire relief. Labour was finished during uucoDEciousness and iB> 
semaibility, without complaint, and entirely Bucceasful both with regard to 
mother aud child. 

NalvTid Lahnur — Chhrric Ether. — Mrs. , aged twenty-four, first labour 

April 22d. I waa called at 2 A. M., about four hours since beginning of la- 
bour. Veiy goon contractions grew strong, vehement, and the suffering waft 
declared to be intolerable. Between throe and four, inhalation of chloric ether, 
imperfect, effects alight. At length, however, the sufiering was auch that fair, 
full inspirations were practiced. Almost at once entire etherization occurred. 
It precisely resembled that which follows chloroform, as did that in the caae 
of arm preseutation ; was ii» deep, and as gratefiil. The child was bom alive, 
during entire unuoDsoiousneas. Weight 9 lbs. I left the mother perfectly well. 

Placenta Prasi'ia — C'A/oric Ether — Ofihro/orm. — Mrs. , aged about 

24, fourth lubuur. In one only, the second, of the three preceding, was the 
foetus carried to the full time: all bora dead. CallcJ about 5 A. M., Thurs- 
day, April lOtb, on account of .flowing. Found her vomiting, and learned 
ahe had vomited for Bomo time. Face pale, (edemaUjus ; expression anxious, 
heavy. Labour began in night; no sleep; deep, heavy gaping, such as ao- 
oompanies exhaustion ; says stomach feels cold, ami can bear nothing in it; 
keeps hand to chest, and complains of distress and sinking about prcecordia. 
Pulse rapid, neither full nor strung. Flow very stigbt, requiring a uapkio 
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now and then ; 03 utori high, looking towards hollow of sacrum ; oervis about 
half done away with, boiug of the length of the time of prognaiiuy, be- 
tween the 7lb and 8th month; oe uteri scarcely admitting finger, round, firm. 
Very little flow accompanied or followed examination; mueh distresa during 
uterine contractions, which were regular; and some pain at the time low in 
the back. I lefl, directing positive rest. 

About 9 A. M. Things very mut^h as at first call. No more hemorrhage 
than then. Rather stronger contractions, and more Buffering; vomiting con- 
tinues. Sitting up on the bed with the lega bent under her, a position, a8 I 
waa informed, she assumed in her former labours. Is restless, changing place 
often. For the sinking at stomach directed a misturo of gin, warm water, 
and sugar, in tcaspoonful quantities ; and for the great pain and Buffering 
during contractions, inhalatjon of chloric ether. The strength was il5 per 
cent, of chloroform to 4 of water, and the rest strong alcohol. It was poured 
upon a handkerchief, and inhaled as felt to be needed. Its effect was l« di- 
miniBh pain, to procure rest, without aleep. It left consciousness nnimpur«). 
I advised her to lie down, which Bhe declined to do, the sitting position being 
the most agreeable. Ob uteri remains as at first examination. I now left to 
be called if occasion required. 

About 12, noon. Let's hemorrhage than at any time. Appearance less 
aatiBfaotory ; face without colour ; distrossed ; speaks feebly ; gaping deeper and 
more frequent, manifesting increased exhaustion. Pulse as at first visit ; con- 
tractions stronger. Uas inhaled chloric ether occasionally, with slight dimi- 
nution of suffering; no sleep. Is sitting as when last seen. Hemorrhage 
very suddenly and profusely declared itself. Examination showed oa uteri 
unchanged, and the placenta completely over it. It was obvious that this 
State of things demanded immediate attention. I passed my left hand into 
the vagina, and reached the os uteri. It allowed two fingers only partially to 
enter it. Hemorrhage rapidly increased, and was more violent than is remem- 
bered in any case before met with. It was obvious that it could not be borne 
longer with<mt fatal issue. The hand could not pass the os uteri but with a force 
which no circumstance could justity. I recollected at onee the effect of chlo- 
roform in similar cases, in which, as in this, the suffering waa extreme, he- 
morrhage excessive, and the danger imminent. About a tcaapoonful was 
poured upon a folded handkerchief, and held toward the face. To be sure of 
the qimntity, I poured it out myself, the nurse holding the handkerchief. The 
effects were rest, less expression of suffering, and questionless increased dilato- 
bility. The hemorrhage continued unabated. Inhalation was stopped ; the 
hand was passed steadily, but without violence, between the placenta and 
womb, the membranes reached and ruptured, a leg readily reached, brought 
down with perfeut ease, and the child delivered : the placenta followed imme- 
diately, and before division of the cord had been made. The patient was 
perfectly conscious of what happened, asked if the child was alive, and ex- 
pressed the ordinary interest in it. Etherixution was not perfect, bnt it had 
aecomplished all the purposes designed in its use. The womb contracted at 
once and perfectly. I applied my hand over it to secure contraction and to 
prevent further hemorrhage. Complunt was made of the pain my pressure 
produced. A thick compress was placed upon the uterine tumour, and a 
swathe tightly drawu kept it in its place. Slight hemorrhage occurred afler 
the delivery. The pulse soon alWr was not to be felt. Stimulants were at 
once given. Infusion of ergot with the powder freely exhibited. Some re- 
action now occurred. The mind wan throughout perfect. There was no 
sighing, nor jactitation. She spoke of her state, of being better, and of 



Eftrartt from Soe. /br Myf. Tmjtrvetment. 45 

being worse. Reaction wns of short coutbuancc. Biiiking pame on, and in 
aboat two hovirs aftor delivery, and bj a gradual failure, death took place. 

Cases like the above are now and then met with. <I rcnicniber two which 
occurred some years ago, whieh nearly resembled it. One, in which sudden 
hemorrhage took place in a latter month of pregnancy. It was very profuse. 
A week passetl, and, on a Sunday morning, a still more riolent flow happened. 
The physician was called. Ho found tlie planenla over the mimlh of the 
womb, and urgent hemorrhage. I was asked to sec this patient. I fonnd 
. her in extreme danger, and it was agreed that delivery should be attempted. 
This was successfiilly done. Reaction followed most threatening Rioking. It 
continued about an hour, when, after very little further loss of blood, sinking 
returned, and speedy death. In another case, death occurred sooner &ft«r de- 
livery ; but in thitt, hemorrhage continued from Thursday noon to Sunday 
night, when, on account of threatened death, delivery was accompUebod. 
There was not a moment before this in which the attending physician or my- 
self believed tliat forced delivery wonld have been justifiable or even posaible. 
Theae are the only cases of death after placental presentation that have come 
under my own observation, and in these I was a consnlt^d physician. A case 
of great interest was reported lately at a meeting of this Society. The pla- 
centa presented directly over the os uteri. Profuse flow came oh. It was 
obvious to the physicians in attendance that death would soon occur unless 
delivery was accomplished. This was done by turning. The womb con- 
tracted well. Fair reaction came on, and everything promised well. But in 
obout an hour after delivery, secondary heraorrhago occurred, I believe an 
exceedingly rare accident after placenta prtcvia, and which was almost imme- 
diately fatal. Etherization was not employed in cither of these cases. I have 
met with two cases of pUcenta pnevia, iu whieh chloroform was inhaled with 
entire success. In one of these, not that in my first communication, I found 
the patient in a state which seemed utterly hopeless. She was without pulse ; 
the skin was cold and exsanguious. I told the medical attendant that I thought 
it best to accomplish delivery when it could be done, and that chloroform 
would prevent suflering, and facilitate dilatation. It was agreed to try it. 
Perfect etherization was induced — the child was turned and delivered. The 
placenta at once followed. Reaction occurred, and the effects of hemorrhage 
were perfectly recovered from. I have never met with a case so whoOy un- 
promising in which success was more perfect. The case in my first commu- 
nication, of placenta praivia, was as hopeless as this. See a third, of the same 
character, at p. 297 of my Treatise on Etherization in child-birth. 

In the case just reported, the cause of eiisting sj-mptoms was a matter of 
much thought. It seemed that eymptomB so declared of grave sinking, and 
depression of power, could not depend upon the visible hemorrhage. They 
had some of them existed before labour began. The labour itself was prema- 
ture: vomiting had existed some time, and ushered it in. The gaping w 
TBiy striking, iind, tflgether with the blanched face and hps, the restlessness 
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and general malaise, was calculated to produce uneasiness, and to suggest 
grave lesion as the cause. Internal hemorrhage became thus a matter fof 
thought. I recollected ja case to which I was called in consultation, but which 
was fatal before I reached the address, in which internal hemorrhage was the 
cause of death, and in which the blood was contained between the placenta 
and womb, without a drop appearing externally. Examination, after death, 
disclosed precisely this state of things. But in the above case there was ea> 
temcd hemorrhage^ slight, indeed, and constantly watched. The abdomen was 
very carefully examined by pressure, and the womb always found well coot- 
tracted. The os uteri vras open, which was not at all the case in the above 
instance referred to, and there was fair uterine contraction. Nay, this was 
most striking at my latest visit, at noon, and then the hemorrhage uxu lecut. 

The membranes were entire, and a free channel existed between them and 
the womb, for any blood which might escape from vessels, left open by the 
separation of the placenta. The position of the patient, erect, as it regards 
the trunk, favoured the freest escape of blood through the open os uteri. 
Blood was actually flowing through it at my first visit, and did not entirely 
cease to flow. 

The use of chloric ether was very beneficial in this case. It did not pro- 
duce complete etherization, to be sure, for neither was sensibility nor conscious- 
ness, in any sense, abolished. Its efiects were quiet, diminished sufiiering, and 
relief from the indescribable distress of which the patient vras almost so con- 
stantly conscious. For the most part, she managed inhalation herself, using 
it when she desired its relief. Chloroform was substituted for chloric eth^ 
because of the pressing demand for its important agencies. Hemorrhage, as 
so frequently happens in these cases, at last occurred suddenly and violently, 
and at once threatened a fiital issue by its quantity ; and how much was the 
danger augmented by the exhausted state of the patient when labour b^an ! 
The use of chloroform was short It diminished suffering, and promoted 
dilatability. These were the effects, of all others, to be desired. What of 
strength remained was not exhausted by suffering, and in delivery the pros- 
pect of safety only could be found. The womb contracted promptly, and 
retained its own oontracticm. The blood coagulated as firmly as I have found 
it to do in any case of hemorrhage. The rcspiratoiy function was carefully 
watched, and was steadily performed. Death occurred under circumstances 
which always accompany fatal hemorrhage, and about the characters of which 
no observing physician can have any doubt 



Mn^ 280^ 1849. Radrn^ of Ae iFb«.^I>r. dotting had lately fnokad np 
in the streetaman who had be^ :fim (fwt by theirheel of his own caitr; 
blood was being pvoftiMfy diaehafged%OBi the note uaid mouth, fie found, n 
ftaetme of the lower jaw on .one ade, and a diskoation onthe othor; «nd n 
-i0I)aialkmofthewhokCMe-'iSroBi;iheba0e«f theako]^ !Ehe man is now doing 
-well; and the fraetme liealing^witlfont Jtneh' cMbfmil^. Dr. J. M. Wanwi 
had seen ««Hukr ease in an otfladkyy-wha, iiUlinginto^an open oeUar, stn^ 
npoQ tiie isM ; the iaee waa -ditran baaicwanby -wid ^e reapiratian mubh 
obstrooted firom the eompresrion^ and the blood i^om the laoerated soft parts. 
•!Ehe tegnaanlaweii^replaoed, and tiie pationidid^weU. 



Dmik/rom L m idim mm iia 3ftfi»^0aBr<py</iaii-2Rwr,-^I)r.Ctoale had^^ 
memorandum of a ease wfaete death foUowodvflmingealion of thepdson^afiar 
an interval that oonld not have been longer than that above stated. Dr. C 
desired to mention this ease in oonneetion with 4me'jp^oi]ted4K>me time jinoe 
by Dr. Igrman,' wImko die time was:aqnally iduHTt 

Stgpture of the Lvng. Dr. Strcmg.-ndL boy was ii^jmaed on -'a oraiboadi 
itbefaig donbtfhl'Whediar the wheel' of d» car -aotnaUyimsse^ xnrar him or 
not. TSam waano eztitnalii^niy.; the boy remainedin a state of.ooUapB9j 
- and died at ti^ives^ttatifln'of jdbont tineerhoiiia. At tfaeantopsy; nofraetore 
:of the Tibs was diaoQfvered; hot theipleotal.eafi^ contained a hnge qnantity 
of bloody jHTOoeeding from a mptore of the lower part ofthelongy fKeaenting 
the aj^peaianoe as if eat with a knife. 

JiaielOA. Trqkmmiiig/brmi OidJDfpremion^eam^ Dr.J.Jf. 

Wanen.^^A girl, ten years of age, daring .infimioy, was Jtmok upcai the 

top of the head. .And^altfaoeqih ^the ' cotpoieal . fimiltiflB iiad .inereasisd nor- 

malfy, tiieie hadbeenUttlay if a^y, manlftstatioo:«f inteUigenoe. 13ieoyid 

treoogniMd imperfeetly her rpaientSy. bat was nnaUe. to. artiaala4e, emitting 

• jonlyaqMcieaof howl; die was also^sohjaotto oenstsntwidTiolent eonvnl- 

:aiaBa. On«zamination, then was Afond^ JongitndinaldepnsBiony. three .t^ 

Jbor inoheain length by one in width aesoas the head, just behind the oeronal 

aotoie. At the leqaest of tke parents, and with the. fall AnderstaDding of 

' the danger. It was deoided to remoTO the depressed .portion. This was. done 

with two cnwns of the trepan; the opening bung joined by.eattingoat»the 

intermediate piece with a Hoy's saw. Hie child lired nine day&^-rleir the 

first six days doing well. She died .from ta bleeding firom the longitudinal 

nnos, which ruptured after some sudden and violent moyement made by the 

patient in bed. The &ther diooght there was an i^pieeiable inorease of the 

amoont of intelBgffinoe after die operation,; and it was obvious to everyone 

that she took cognisance of persons and things aboat her in a way she .bad 

.never done befove. 

6 
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MaligmmUDmammiiperveningon a Non^MoM^wMU GhomA^^Jk. Betfaune 
nid he had sereiml thneB alluded to the poesibility of m tomoury or other 
•imple grorwth^ remaining for a long time in that fltttte, and HMD Mtddenl j . 
taking on malignant action; he had lately had a oaee in point. A man, 
aixtT-five yean of age, had had a simple memhnmooa tomonr of the oonijnno- 
tiva for sixteen yeais', lately, thie little ttkionr had inereaeed in auEe, beeom- 
ing hard, purpliahi and painflili preaenting aigve of laalignant diaeaee ; whioh 
duyracter was folly eetahliebed by diaieetion of the gbbe after ila lemovaL 

2bth. Method of Aiyrgjin^ Bhedingjrwn ^tpgolna^— 4)r. Homanai^xhibitnd 
a wax impression of an alveolus, from which a tooth had been extracted. 
The bleeding was very obstinate } but was completely anested by plugging 
the cavity with wax, softened in iqpirits of tmpentiDe. 

MeAod of Extraetimg Foreign Bodim from JVbilriZL-— Dr. Honum^ for 
many years, had practiced the following: Oloeing the nostril, irineh is free, 
he blows forcibly with his own month into the mouth of the patient, and the 
Msnlt 18 the disdunge of the body. 

He stated that, in no case where such snbstanoe completdy obetmoted lie 
passage, as beans, peas, kernels of oom, Ac., had this method foiled of saa- 
mm ; but, whesa the substance introdnoed was ao ahiqied as not entirely 'to 
obstruct the passage, as a button, the air blown in might pass thzou^, and 
not lemove, the body. 

Jvfy 9th. Ligature of External Iliac ArUry, — Dr. S. Parkman exhibited 
the specimen, from a patient in the Boston Lonatic Asylum, under the care 
of Dr. Stedman. The patient, a lunatic, was stabbed by another ianatie wilh 
m earring knife, on the outside of tiie thigh, just below the trochanter. The 
bleeding was so profruK, the knifo having gone in front of the bone ift the 
direction of the artery, that the fomoial arteiy was tied by Dr. Stedman aa it 
passes from under Pouparf s ligament Two weeks after tlie ligature sepa- 
rated, bleeding took place at the point where the artery was tied, and it 
was deemed advisable to tie the external iliac artery. After two weeka^ Ae 
patient died; the wound not having united, and gangrene of the extrsmhy 
having taken place. The autopsy diowed the parts around tiie arteiy undia- 
turbed, with the ligature still ta <tM} a soft coagulum was just above the 
ligature, extending to the iliac biforcation, but fornung no sads&otoiy plug, 
and bleeding would have followed the separation of the li( 



Breeding from the Ear^ite Origim, in Fracture of the Bate of the JSkmS, 
amd (a IVognoetie Value. — ^Dr. S. Pukman said he had lately had a ease 
relative to the discussion upon this subject, several evenings since: afr»e- 
ture, extending across the whole base through the right petrous portion of 
temporal bone, and traversing the right lateral sinus, near its termination in 
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the jnguIttT vein. Aa regards the value of thU as a prognostic Bign, Dr. P. 
gaid it «ae pkin to see that it tras not impossible that iisctare of the baae 
should tenninate favourably ; the bleeding beiag external instead of internal, 
ud compresiiioD being thos avoided. Bleeding irom the ear is, therefore, not 
neoeesarilj a fatal sign. 

Avffuil lith. Jican in the Tradiea. — Dr. 8. Parkman gave the particulars 
of a caae to which he woa called after death. A child, of eleven months, 
Vas supposed to have swallowed a bean an a Saturday; had several fits of 
dyspntea, ia none of which, however, was it seen by its physician, who nni- 
foTmly found it &ee from puhnonary symptouts. On Monday, in aa access, 
it ceased to breathe. The trachea being opened after death, a bean, swollen 
to donblo its size, waa extracted. In view of the great swelling of vegetable 
bodies, Dr. P. thought a patient should not be left without watching, as the 
vegetable body is constantly swelling, and each access of dyspncca will be 
more severe than the lost. 

27iA. Hwrnatocde. — Dr. J. M. Warren exhibited the specimen, showing 
tiie tunica vaginalis, thickened to nearly a quarter of an inch, and distended 
to hold a pint; its inner surtkce being lined with coagulated lymph. The 
ease was peculiar and Instructive. The patient had carried the tumour nine- 
teen years ; its ori^n being unknown, When he presented himself, it was 
of the size of a cocoanut, firm, without fluctuation, and presenting an in- 
flamed spot upon its anterior aspect. The tumour was couBidered as one of 
the testicle, and its removal advised and practiced. The sac was not puno- 
tured during the operation. On being laid open aiWrwards, it gave issue to 
a dirty-coloured fluid. The testicle, after the removal, was found flattened 
and wasted on the posterior face of the sac. The recovery was perfect in two 
weeks; and, although there was a mistake in the diagnosis, the operation per- 
Ibrmed was the best for the patient, as the process of grannlalion in so thick- 
ened a sac must necessarily have been very tardy, and the testicle was no 
longer of any efficiency. A circumstance which added to the difficult of the 
diagnosis was, that the other testicle had commenced enlarging during the 
past year, was double its natural size, and much flattened, and evidently had 
&o water external to it. Both the patient and his physician insisted that the 
fsease of the other testicle commenced in the same way, and the btter 
stated that he had often examined it with the view of delecting fluid in the 
tunica vaginalis, but never could discover any. 

Dr. 8. Parkman alluded t^ two simikr cases of greatly thickened sac, in 
«ues of htematocele occurring in his practice at the hospital. In one, a young 
sum, the disease had existed four years, originating without injury, and pre- 
! til the appearance of hydrocele, save the transparency. The tumour 
I, and several ounces of a bloody fluid were discharged. The thick- 
then readily perceived, was laid freely open, and a portloa 
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eaciaed ; its inner soz&oe was lined with grajiah matter/ eyidentlj the result 
of the coagalam of the effoaed blood. The oavity grannhited from the hot* 
toniy and the patient did welL The other caae, a man seventy-five years of 
agfiy presented himself with the same symptoms of hydroeele^ without tiie 
transparency; existing for nine months without known cause. At his urgent 
request, the tumour was punctured, and about eight ounces of black fluid 
blood followed the withdrawal of the trodiar. The man cUed from gai^jren- 
oua inflammation . of. Ae scrotum, and the sito pceeented similar appearanoea to 
those in Dr. W/s specimen. 

Oct Stk. Sared^ — JSunmg dwring the Prooest of IMotL'^'Dr. J. Ml 
Warren had lately, in a child one month old, permitted nursing during the 
process of union. Three sutures were employed, and the union was perfect; 
and he^was surprised to see) contrary to the usually receiyed opinion, thai 
there was no strain on the lip during the act of nursing. 

AntmcU Poison, Dr. Fisher. — ^R. S. W., aged forty, residing in Ded- 
ham, on the 5th day of September, dressed a sore on the leg of a horsci 
which had existed a few days, and caused the limb to swell enonnoudy. At 
the time of dressing the sore, the patient did not know that he had any abr»- 
sbn of the skin of his hand or fingers. On the second day after dressing 
the sore, he perceived a small pimple of a lengthened form on the dorsum cl 
the little finger of the ri^t hand, situated midway between the second and 
third joints. His attention was directed to the pimple by an itehing sensa- 
tion, which caused him to rub it often. The pimple soon began to increase 
IB sise and the finger to swell, so that, at the end of two weeks, the finger had 
enlarged to three times its usual dimensions, becoming very painful toA red^ 
and sore as a common boiL At this period, he applied poultices tothe fingery 
without, however, relieving the pain or diminishing the swelling. During 
the tiiird week, red lines wefte observed by the attending physician passing up 
the inner sur&oe of the right arm, and the ann began to swell; and in m 
Aort time the whole arm from hand to axilla attained to double its commos 
siae. The glands in the axilla became tender, painful, and sore, to the touch. 
Ati this time^ the original sore on the finger had assumed a purplish, odour:;; 
and by the middle of the. third inreek, its surfiMC opened, and a little thin, 
dark liquid came from it The glands of the right groin now became painful^ 
swollen, and tender, and tlra right lower extremity became swollen, and the 
inner side of the whole limb, eqiecially along the tract of the laige blood- 
vessels, became sore. At about the same peridd, the patient ei^rienoed a 
general soreness in the abdomen. This cavity became distended and tender^ 
so diat the weight of the hand caused much pain. The glands of the rig^ 
side of the neck were also afiiocted, and became enlarged, painfiil, and scare.. 
In one or two days after the whole of the right half of the body had become 
thus affected, the left half became inyolved. The gbmds of the left side aC 
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the neoky of the left axilla and gnun, and the inside of the left leg became 
aSdcted, bat not to the degree that was experienced in the same bodies and 
legions of the right side. The left arm and leg were not much swolleni but 
ware as painful as were the right arm and 1^. The sore on the finger was 
opeaed three weeks after the first appearance of the pimple, and discharged 
sutler freely nntil Oct. 12th. The swelling, soreness of the limbs and glands, 
gndnaily subsided with the progress of th^ discharge from the sore; so that, 
on the 16th of October — the day of my second and last visit to the patient — 
the affected members and parte had assumed nearly their natural size and. 
fleniajdons. 

The general symptoms were chills and fever; irambness in all parts of the 
body; i^ kind of catalepsy of the limbs; occasional feeling of fiunting; 
nanaea without vomitmg; dull pains in head and back; quickness of pulse; 
palliations of the heart ; loss of appetite ; oppression in epigastrium after 
vieals; constipation of bowek; difficult mictnritioh ; great debility; watch- 

The treatment was poultices to sore ; brandy and quinine in frequent and 
large portions. As has already been stated, the patient^ on October 16th, 
tarty-one days from the time of the infection, had recovered^ or nearly so, the 
usual sixe of his limbs, and their usual sensations. He was still much debili- 
tated, and complained of some degree of numbness in the right arm and little 
Snger. The wound on the finger had healed ; but had left a. rather broad- 
lined scar. The finger was larger than natural, hard, and the skin covering 
ika upper saAce thin and glossy. The scar was one iuch in length. 

The horse, from whom the patient received the infection, had a small wound 
on his limb; and, after a few houxs of rapid travelling, the limb began to 
swell and became very large, and the. sore to discharge matter. The animal 
was sick two weeks, and recovered. 

The owner of the horse suffered severely from a sore situated on the end 
ef one of his thumbs, whidi he now thinks was caused by dressing the wound 
on his horse. The skin on the thumb was not broken at the time. The 
thumb swelled ; matter formed in it, and was discharged by an operation. 
No constitutional symptoms followed this infection. 

Aug. 17. AiiaHc Cholera. — ff^dropoAic Treatment. — Dr. Stedman read 
the following paper: — 

I dieem it my duty to submit to the notice of this society the following 
eases^ in which the employment of an old remedy in a new disease .was 
adopted. I refer to the extensive application of cold water to the body of 
patients afSicted with Asiatic cholera. I proffer these notices, in the hope that 
others of our profession may be induced to make trial of the same remedy, 
and meet with the same beneficial results. 

On Saturday, Aug. 18th, J. M., a man who had just recovered from in- 
sanity, and was waiting at the Boston Lunatic Hospital for an opportunity to 



d to hU home ia Nova Scotis, was seized with eholern in tbe severest 
form. In three hours from the appearance of decided signs of the disease, 
he was in a state of profound collapeo, as was manifest iVom the fbet and 
hands beooming cold, blue, and shrivelled ; the eyea sunk in their sockets and 
the eyelids of a dark livid colour; the eyea themselves being injected with 
blood. Lips dark bine; voice redu-ced to a whisper; respiration laborions; 
toDguc and breath cold ; pnlse imperceptible everywhere, except a funt flutter- 
ing over the cardiac region; frequcDt and copiowi oral and anal ricewsMr-like 
evacuations; incessant crnmps in legs aud arms. 

Immediate dissolution was tiireatcuing. From the beginntng no reUef had 
followed the use of remedies, and I was about retiring to rest, after a very 
&dguing day's work, feeling assured that death most terminate the patient's 
sufferings In the coarse of a few hours, when my eyes rested on the uncut 
leaves of the London Lancet received by the last steamer. On glancing over 
the table of contents, I read this caption, "Treatment of Cholera by external 
cold and moisture." Turning to the page indicated, I there found a communi- 
cation from two surgeons (who gave their names and residence at the close 
of their letter), stating the success they had met with in the treatment of 
cholera by the application of the wet sheet and blankets; and this in the last 
stage of the disease. They had by these means succeeded in restoring heat 
to the aurfiice in twenty cases. 

Having read this paper, I was reanimated to further exertion in behalf of 
tie apporently dying man, and immediately directed the application of the 
wet sheet and the blankets to be mode. In half an hoar, the patient was 
relieved of aU cramp; vomiting and purging ceased; his respiration became 
gentle, and he dozed quietly for ten minutes. In forty-five minutes from the 
time when he was first inclosed in the sheet and blanket^, he was taken out 
entirely relieved. The pulse at the wrist returned; respiration was eaaj; 
warmth was restored to the whole surface; while, at the same time, the blue 
colour of the skin gave way to its natural redness. In short, healthful reaction 
had taken place. 

In two houra and a half after this, the patient grew worse; his cramp, vomit- 
ing, and purging returned ; and the pulse agmn became imperceptible. He 
was again subjected, for forty minutes, to the same treatment as before, with 
precisely similar good results. 

Again, after an interval of eighteen hours, relapse followed; the same pro- 
cess of treatment was instituted, and the same relief resulted — since which 
time, the patient has been rapidly convalescing, and is now, with the excepttoa 
of some debility, quite well. 

The nest case treated by the application of the moist sheet and the blan- 
kets was that of Susan M'D., a common drnnkard, who was sent Co thff 
House of Correction, on the 20th of August, and to the Prison Hospital on tbc 
nozt day ; when, at II o'clock P. M ., she was seiied with vomiting and purg- 
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iog of rioewater-Iike fluids in large quantitieB, with enmps m both extremi- 
He^ ko, Ac 

At 1 o'clock A.M. of the 22d,IfoDndheriii astaie of collapse, nearly as 
denp as in the case above detailed. The same treatment was adopted in this 
j« in the last oaae^ in half an hour from the eommoDioement oi which, all the 
bad symptoms oeased; the pube returned, with general warmth and natural 
colour of the surface. She was soon released from her envelope, placed in 
bed, and covered with the customary quantity of clothing. In two hours 
after, she again fell into ji state of collapse; was again enveloped in the wet 
sheet, &c. ; and became completely relieved, as before. 

At 8 o'clock A.M., collapse returned; the same treatment was pursued as 
before, and was attended by the same relief. At 2 o'clock P. M., she was 
attacked with delirium tremens, and was soon after submitted to the applica- 
tion of the same remedial means. The delirium subsided gradually, and dis- 
appeared in the course of the following night. Twice after this, bad choleraic 
symptoms appearing, she underwent the water treatment, as before. On the 
24th, for the first time since the attack, the urinary evacuations occurred, and 
then but scantily. 

On the 25th, patient had a copious bilious discharge from the bowels, and 
passed urine in abundance. From this period, convalescence has progressed 
rapidly without impediment. 

I will not encroach frirther on your time than to say that all the cases of 
cholera which have occurred in the city institutions at South Boston, since 
August 18 (eight in all), have been treated by the same method as mentioned 
above, and, with one exception, with the same happy result. The patient ex- 
cepted, who died at the House of Correction, was a confirmed sot, and seemed, 
from the first, to have but little stamina of constitution left, with which he 
might combat any disease. 

Beaction indeed took place each time that he was incased in the wet sheet; 
but the intervals of relief became more and more short, as his end approached. 

It is proper further to remark that, in none of these cases, were the patients 
anbjected to this mode of treatment till the stage of collapse had become 
fully determined; and also, that no adjunctive remedies were employed during 
this stage of the disease. 

To this paper. Dr. S. appends the following note: — 

The above account was written immediately on the termination of the last 
case enumerated. Since that time, though the same mode of treatment was 
employed in many instances, and in all warmth was restored to the whole 
skin, and perfect reaction seemed to have followed in each case, yet the patient 
seldom rallied, but for a short period, and soon fell off, and sunk irrevocably. 
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Snoh being my ezperienoei after the most careAil managemeiit, iiid so 
thorough the trial of this mode^ and, at length, that of the adminiatiatioii cf 
other remedies in conjimction with it, I became satisfied thatno speoial oonne 
of treatment, however soooessfiil in one locality or during one epidemio out- 
break of cholera, would serve as a uniform standard, aocordingto which wia 
might be governed in our general treatment of this mysterious diseate. 
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Oct 22. — Cephalmmatoma. — Dr. Houan's reported a case of tliia diseaae, 
iha.% wsB remar^ble for the ailaalion of the tumour, and for the age of the 
BQbject. On tbii 5th inst., a soft tumour was discovered over the lell frontal 
bone, about two inches iu diuiueter, and surrounded by the chnTBoterifitiv hard 
ring. Oa the Olii, the BWclling had increased and betomc tense, the tnirface 
was bright and shining, and fluctuation was very diatinct; the edges being 
BtHl perceptible. On the 1 1th, it began to subside, aud since then it has been 
gradually diminishing in size, so that now it hu nearly disappeared. From 
the first there has been no discoloration of the tumour, no tendemeas on pres- 
Eure, and no disturbance of the health ; neither was the disease traceable to 
any cause, nor was any trcattucnt used excepting a aaturoine lotion. In 
connection with this cose, Dr. H. gave a summary of what is known upon the 
subject, and quoted particularly from an article by Dr. Walshe iu the Ci/elo- 
2>edia o/ Surgery. The tumour in the present case was situated over the 
frontal bone; whereas in sixty reported cases it was fuund fifty-six times over 
the parietal bonus, three limes over the occipital, and once ouly over the 
froutuL The age of the subject in Dr. H.'s ease is one year, whereas it 
usually ouciu^ at tlie time of birth, and within tho first two or three days ; 
the oldest subject, of fifty-three mentioned by Bureliard, being eleven days. 
In regard to the sex, thirty-four of Burciiord's cases were boys, and nine were 
jprls; the subject of the present case is a male child. 

ifinj. 10. — Oi-um Uiyhlei}, and retained for mart than Oiree maiUhs, — Dr. 
Jackson exhibited a specimen in which tlie tietaswas about as much developed 
as at the sixth week of pregnancy ; the placenta being about three and a h^ 
inches iu diameter, consisting of a thick, fleshy, opaque mass, and looking m 
if infiltrated with fibrine and effused blood; there was also the partially byda- 
dfbrm degeneration so frequently observed in abortions at the early months. 
Hiis case is interesting, as the period when the change took place seems to 
hare been well marked. The mother hud borne several children ; mengtma- 
tion was regular; and on the loth of June this function occurred for the 
laat time; but its cessation wos followed by sickness in (he morning, with swell- 
ing and aorenesa of the breasts, as usuul in the former pregnancies. About 
the first of August, she lost a child very suJdenly, and from that time the 
sickness ceased and the breasts became fiuceid. Some hemorrhage occurred 
oftce or twice, and labour-pains, of which there had been none previously, 
having come on last night, the ovum vras expelled this morning- Dr. J. 
remarked upon the Irequeocy with which an ovum that baa been blighted is 
retuned for a coujiideruhle period of time, and inquired liow far the fact had 
been noticed by obstetrical writers. Dr. Channing repUed that it was men- 
tioned by Dcnman, and that he Lad in his collection a specimen exactly 
resembling a plate ^ven by that author. 
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Nov. 10. — Oroup treated hy the application of Nitrate of Stiver to the 
Lar^pix. — Dr. Clabk related the case of a girl of fourteen, who, after exposure 
to wet, had hoarseness, aphonia, and croupy breathing, with patches of lymph 
on the tonsils. 

A strong solution of nitrate of silver was applied by means of a spoogey 
which entered the laiynx perfectly. Considerable bloody lymph came awsy^ 
and the girl has quite recovered. 

Five coAOs, treated in the same manner by Dr. Clark, are reported in detttl 
at page 11 of the printed records of the society. 

Three of these five cases recovered — ^two terminated &tally. 

Nov. 10. — Hemorrhage in connection with Jaundice. By Dr. Gordon. — ^Mr. 
W., forty-eight years of age, of good constitution, usually had good health, 
with the exception of occasional slight attacks of asthma — ^has lived for ^ 
greater portion of the past five years in tropical climates. 

Two months since, while travelling, had usual symptoms of jaundice. No 
medical advice for six weeks; then had Une pill — ^waim bathing-^et 
While pursuing this treatment, with some relief of his 83rmptoms of jaundioe, 
large spots of purpura appeared on various parts of the body, particularly on 
the limbs, with discharges from the bowels of a thin bloody fluid, passed witii 
and without feces. The urine presented the same bloody appearance, within 
& few hours ; hscmatcmcsis, very copious, soon followed, accompanied with 
groat prostration of strength. 

At about the same period of the discharge of blood from the bowels, a 
severe neuralgic pain occurred in the left thigh, and a large fluctuating tumour 
wa^ discovered in the left lumbar region, pressure upon which increased the 
pain down the thigh. The patient died suddenly, prostrated by an excessive 
hamiatcmcus. 

.M>r. 26. — Adipose TStmoun o/the Sptrmatie Chrd. — ^Dr. J. M. Warbxk 

exhibit<Hl thTtK> or four tumours removed frc»m the scrotum, forming a mass 
of the site c^ a large cocoa-nut^ and weighing two and a half pouncb. Hie 

eaA^ wns particularly interesting from its gnsal rarity. The details of it were 

as iUlows: — 

The patient was a married man, fifly^x years dd. Twenty years ago, an 
inguinal homia was pix^uccd on the right side by a strain &Mn leaning over 
a panitivui in his bam. It was the siae of a chestnuts and easily i>educible. 
lie has always be«n liable to the nL>earM:ince of the hernia since, and has worn 
a UHJOi. 

Tirv'lv^ T«ai9 siqm^ hc" perN'ivod a small swelling or tamour at the lower 
part of the 9n\>tum. It was of a |^4mW (\^nn« hardU movable, not lender. 
The t<>stielo, ho th\H^t^ o^Hild W> foil b^^ow. Thi5 tiWKmr inoKiasicd vniii it 
had attaino^l the ;^te \^ an \uiu\|y'« aihl tht^n ooaw^i to enlai^\ 

Nine y^M^ iA«r the aj^toarMK^ of the fim tumooT} a jwicoiid one was 
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detected above, and, ktterl;, three others have been discovered. The patient 
ivd by a Dumber of siirgeoux, and the cunioor variously pn>- 
nonnocd to be a hydrocele, disease of the testicle, omeatol hernia, eto. 

On exaiuinatioQ, it presented the following appearances: The ecrutuui 
m of the ^ae of a child's bead at birth ; the increase being evidently on the 
light ude. It coQt^ncd, apparently, several tumours, more or less connected. 
One At the loner part, of the size of the testicle, and in which pressure caused 
tJbe peculiar piun produced by injury to that organ : above this, a tuuioar of 
the gize of an orange, (jiute hard and in»c!ngible} still higher, two large and 
two small tumours, the latter being in the vicinity of the inguinal ring. An 
indistinct feeling of fluctuation pervaded the mass. The whole of the tumour 
ms forced up against the oritioe of the inguinal canal, and complet«ly cuvered it. 

On dragging it down, and eubneing the int«gument« between the thumb 
md forefinger, the spermatic cord oouhl be distinctly peroeived passbg out 
from the ring ; but, on the most careful examination, no prolongation of the 
tomonr into the abdomen could be discovered. Oo causing the patient to 
oongh, a portion of intostine was felt to force itself down into the gcrotum, and 
immediately recede. The question of diagnosis seemed to rcgnrd three alico- 
tions : 1. An omental hernia. 2. A disease of the testicle. $. Some tumouz 
rf rare occurrence. 

The objection to the former was, that there seemed to be no oonneetion 
between the tumour and the abdomen ; and although it is known that, in some 
eases, from the effects of pressure, the connection in old omental hernia with 
the abdominal cavity is cut off, this is not of very frequent occurrence. To 
the Buppusitiou of its being a diseased testicle, the small tumour at the lower 
part of the scrotum, of the apparent size and sensibility of that organ, could 
be objected. Dr. W. was in favour of the third view of the case. 

The patient was advised to have an exploratory incision made, and, if it 
ms found that the operation could not be terminated without great risk to life, 
that the wound should be closed without proceeding further. This was eon- 
-aentcd to. 

Being etherized, an incision was mode through the integuments of the 
KTotum, which exposed the middle lobe of the tumour, and this was cut into, 
but did not serve to elucidate the diagnosis. The lower lobe was then re- 
moved, and the testicle discovered below, apparently healthy, thouglt smaller 
timn natural. In the dissection of the remaining tumours, nearer the inguinal 
ring, tlic hernial sac was unavoidably cut into, being intimately coumictod 
with them. No intestine appeared, careful compression being made on the 

Iiaguina! canal during this latter part of the operation. 
The patient entirely recovered, after a smart attack of constitutional irrita- 
lion^ the inguinal ring being plugged up by the remains of the inflamed and 
thickened sac. 
The tumours, on a careful esamination, were found to have a fatty strue- 
tare, and embraced the spermatic ooni, tEe vas deferens being traced in its 
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whole length passing through the centre of the mass. One or two instanoes 
of tumours similar to the above are given by authorities, but none, apparently, 
where they were of so large a size. 

Nov. 26. — Dislocation of the Head of the Radius forwards, — ^A case of 
dislocation of the head of the radius forwards, July 25th, reduced under the 
influence of chloroform, which added much to the facility of the operation as 
well as to that of the diagnosis, was reported by Dr. Joseph Saboent, of 
Worcester, of whose communication the following is mainly an abstract. 

Mrs. S., a feeble woman, of spare habit, was thrown from a wagon in the 
evening, while holding in her arms a child. Dr. S. saw her, seven hours aflter, 
in consultation. Patient did not know how she had struck, but there was 
some contusion about the right wrist, and the child was in a state of con- 
cussion. Patient's right forearm was slightly flexed on the arm, and would 
not admit of complete extension. Neither could it be any further flexed, fcnr 
the attempt caused a prominence midway of the flexor face of the articulation 
to impinge upon the humerus, and gave considerable pain. The forearm was 
not only partially flexed, but also lay in a state of almost complete pronation, 
with but slight power of supination. Passive supination was imperfect, but 
when moderate, not very painful. When forced, it elicited a sort of crepitus, 
not crispy, like that of fracture, but giving the sensation of large obstructions. 
There was unusual lateral motion of the forearm on the arm, without crepitus. 
Motion of thumb free. In motions of pronation and supination, the tendon 
of the biceps was felt to move, and there was no evidence of fracture of 
the condyles. Swelling of the soft parts about the joint very inconsiderable. 
The continuity of the bony structures being established, the nature of the 
accident was manifest. The patient being put under the influence of chloro- 
form, the muscles became relaxed and the forearm was easily extended and 
inclined towards a state of supination, counter-extension being exercised by 
the humerus, when the thumb of the operator readily forced the head of the 
radius into its place. The forearm was then at once forcibly flexed, and im- 
mediately all the motions of the joint were found to be free and without 
crepitation. The forearm was then extended and secured in that position by 
a splint, while compresses were bound over the head of the radius. 

Sept. Sd. Dr. S. found the motions of the joint still somewhat impaired ; 
but on the 1st of November the attending physician reported to him that they 
were quite fi-ee. 

Hefcrence was made by Dr. S. to the cases reported by Sir Astley Cooper, 
and to the frequency of the accident, according to Fergusson, while, on the 
other hand, Boyer and Sanson do not admit that it has ever been observed. 

Drs. Coale, G. H. Gay, Parkman, Putnam, and J. M. Warren, each men- 
tioned having seen a case of this form of dislocation. 



Aoti. 26. — Aaite Perieardith — Hemorrkogle fi/rm. Dr. John Wahe. — 
The paticDt itob a female, nine years of age, of delicate Lealth, subject to 
frequent attacks of slight disorder, but having acldoni been the subject of 
medical treatment. She wus ill for three weeks. At Srst, the symptoms 
seemed to indicato Bomo abdominal affection. There was vomiting, but no 
diarthoea; pain in bowels, with distension; and a feeling of firmness, reust- 
•nce, or density in the abdomen ; there were also pain and atiffaeas of the joints, 
liko rbenmatiam; the pnlse 120 to 136. Typhoid fever and peritonitis were 
suspected; but, at the end of about a week, these symptoms subsidsd, and she 
appeared convaleBcent. 

After a few days, however, there came on a short loose congh, with some 
catching respiration — a disposition to sit up in bed — an increased frequency 
of pnbe, which afterward varied from 120 to 150 to the time of her death — 
tHtmchial respiration and the other physical signs of pneumonitis in the left 
back, and, in a few days more, a coarse crepitus in tlie right hack. These 
apparently accounted for her condition, und pericarditis was not suspected. 

About forty-eight hours before death, symptoms came on resembling chorea 
very precisely, with respect to the motions of the limbs, the contortions of the 
countenance, and the character of the speech. There was also great increase 
of the dyspncea and general suffering, amounting to agony. This led to the 
SDspicion of pericarditiB, which is known to be connected with such symptoms, 
and OD examination the usual signa of this disease were found. The heart, 
which was exhibited, was a very perfect specimen of hemorrhagic pericarditis, 
Ae serous surfaces being agglutinated by a. layer of lymph mingled with 
blood. 

Dee. 10. — Veijetahkand Animal ParaaiUt on the Tcf/Ji. — Dr. Bowditch 
remarked that he lately made some microscopic observations on forty-nine 
individuals, taken from aU classes in the community. None of them had any 
Miious malady affecting the mnutb. In all, save two, be bad found either 
Tegelahle or auiuial parasilcs between the teeth, or at tlie junction of tho gums 
with the teeth. These parasites had been noticed by others, but generally they 
had been considered as evidences of a diseased state. Dr, Bowditch regarded 
them as the resalt of uncteanliness.* StiU further, in order to bo Buxo of avoid' 
ing tbem, Dr. B. stated that it was necessary to brush the mouth, l/iorcitu/hit/, 
every meal, and even this is insuihcient, in some cases, where decayed 
or false teeth exist. The two individuals who did not have either vegetable 
powths (algee), or infusoria (cither monads, vibriones, spirillum, &c.), were both 
young; botb cleaned, four times daily, and fre<iuently threaded, tho teeth. 
One had been accustomed to use soapsuds every morning in rinsing the mouth. 

Dr. B. had made experiments with several tooth-washes, and ho hod found 
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that soap, soda, ammonia, and the ''chlorine tooth-wash," destroyed very 
speedily all the infusoria; but that infusions of cinchona and of myrrh did not 
have the same effect. 

Among Dr. B.'s hospital patients, who chewed or smoked tobacco, thQ 
infusoria were by no means annihilated, but existed in rather greater numbers 
than in other classes of persons, who abstained from the use of 'Uhe weed/' 
Dr. B. had likewise applied a strong infusion of tobacco to the infusoria, while 
under the microscope, and he had found that they remained quite as lively as 
before their immersion. 

(Edema of the Glottis, — ^Dr. BowDiTCH had recently seen a case of death 
from this affection. The patient was a young German girl, in the wards of the 
Massachusetts Gleneral Hospital. She had come under treatment Nov. 26th, 
1849. Previous to her arrival in this country, her health had been good ; but 
she had suffered much from menorrhagia ever since her voyage. In the winter 
of 1847-8, she had "scarlet fever," from the effects of which she had never 
wholly recovered, having had dizziness, headache, pain in the back, &c. 
Palpitations had supervened a short time before her entrance into the hospi- 
tal, combined with what seemed to have been paroxysms of hysteria, spasms, 
and temporary loss of consciousness. There had been some oedema of the 
ankles. When first seen by Dr. B., she was lachrymose, but did not seem 
very ill. She had a very fetid breath, and the skin was decidedly disordered. 
There was an eruption of a papular appearance on the hands, which were 
cold. On her &ce was a small patch, looking as if the part had been touched 
with a hot iron ; the countenance was mottled, and of a somewhat livid hue 
elsewhere ; some herpes at angles of mouth. Under pills of assafetida, cam- 
phor, and morphia, she improved greatly. 

Koi\ 21th. She seemed to have taken cold ; her nostrils were stuffed, &c. 
Her pulse was 84, and there was no marked febrile exacerbation. As she 
corapl:iined of nausea, and the fetid breath continued, an emetic was ordered, 
which operatcil well ; 28th, she was decidedly better. Her sole complaint <m 
29th was hunger. A little broth was allowed. 

On 30th, reported a chill during night, and a soreness of the throat super- 
vened ; her hands and wrists were cool. She was sitting up in bed, without 
any groat dyspnooa ; but there was a little recdincsts of the voice. Dr. B. did 
not consider her very ill, and, on examination of the tonsils, the right one was 
found a little swollen, without any marknf congestion. Four leeches were 
applioil to the left side of the neck, of which she complained the most, and 
liniment of ammonia and a gargle of salt and vinog;ir were ordered. 

l^itient was much rclioveti by leeches ; able to lie down and sleep ; but at 
1 P. M. she had what the nurse doscriK><l as a "fit>" and was found by 
the house physioiun breatliing hivirsi^ly autl iMUiplaining of oppression at the 
lower imrt of the chc^t. Fn^m this attack she six^n appciired s^^mewhat 
relieved, but at 3 J l\ M. she suddenly cxpinsl with symptoms of suffocation. 
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At the aubopt^y the tonsils were found pale and smalL The amla was 
elongated by oodema, so that -the extremity had the pearly appearance of a 
drop of water. The left side of the thyroid gknd was deeply congested, and 
the trachea oorre^onding to it was a little reddened. The epiglottis and 
arytenoid cartilages were, at least, foor times as thick as usoal, from oedema. 
They were not reddened. The epithelinm, on the left edge of the epiglottis, 
was somewhat abraded. The arytenoid cartilages were pressed closely to- 
gether, even to their apices, having an irr^olar line, rather, than the usual 
triangular space between them. There was no false membrane or pus about 
any of the organs. This swollen state of the epiglottis and arytenoid car- 
tilages prevented the rima glottidis from, being easily seen from above; but) 
on opening the larynx, the vocal cords were found pale and smooth, and not 
swollen. The lungs were somewhat congested at their bases and at the 
posterior parts. The blood in the heart was quite fluid. There was some 
injection of the stomach, and numerous very minute superficial ulcerations 
were found in it and in the large intestine. In other respects, the organs of 
the three great cavities were perfectly normal. 

Dec, 10. — Delirium Tremens — Effects of Profuse Hemorrhage — Propriety 
of Bleeding as a Remedy. — ^Dr. CoALE had lately seen a case where a patient, 
labouring under delirium tremens, cut his throat, about ten o'clock P. M. 
He was not seen until the next morning ; there had been great loss of blood, 
but the patient's reason was wholly restored. This case, in connection with 
a similar complete arrest of the delirium in a person who perfbrmed self- 
castration (recorded in Jan. (1848) No. of the Amer. Journal of Oie Med. 
Sciences), induced Dr. C. to question whether venesection would not be useful 
in this disease. 

• 

Neuralgia from detention of a Deciduous Tooth. — Dr. CoALE reported the 
following case: A young lady, aged twenty^ suffered for three years with 
neuralgia. The pain commenced at the top of the head, and radiated thence 
down the sides and back of it. The attacks would last sometimes a whole 
day, and even longer, and recurred at intervals of little more than a week. 
Dr. C. suspected the teeth, and examined them. They had been well taken 
care of by a dentist, and though several had been filled, they were above sus- 
picion. On the left upper jaw, just above the second molar, there was a 
fistulous opening the size of a pin's head. It had existed over since the 
extraction of a tooth ten years before. There was no soreness in the neigh- 
bourhood, and, further than the annoyance of the discharge from it, it gave 
no uneasiness ; it was therefore deemed unadvisable to meddle with it. Six 
months after this, a swelling commenced just above this opening, and upon 
its being lanced a dark yellowish crown of *a tooth fell out, evidently the 
posterior temporary molar. More than a year has now elapsed, and the per- 
son continues perfectly free from the neuralgia. 



C2 Mrtraeta from Sde. /or Med. Tmprowmmt. 

Bee. 10. — Apoptexy — Caeei — Quezon ai to the I^vprxfty of Bleeding. — 
Dr. J. M. Warren mentianed tbr^e cases that hod been observed by him the 
we«k before. He exhibited a bnun showing a large cavity in the left bsmi- 
spbere, capable of cont^ning a half pint of flnid, with another enuill cfiusion 
jnst above tho pons Varolii. The specimen vaa token from a small, actiTO 
mns, seventy-one years of age, of spare habit, and always living abstemiously, 
who was attacked with apoplectic symplomB and paralysis of the right side, 
afler a walk before breakfast. The pulse was small ; the senses werts recovered 
in a very slight degree; but the patient gradually sank, and died in about 
twenty hours after the attack. 

In a second cose, of a gentleman, gouty, and of a very fnU and plcthorio 
habit, attacked with violent convulsions of the right side of the body, Dr. W. 
employed a ku^ venesection with relief. Apoplectic symptoms supervened 
in the course of tbo day. After a blister to the nape of the neck, and active 
purgation, recovery began, and the patient has continued to imprwe. 

In a third case, the paralysis was relieved by purgation, and (hen returned; 
bleeding seemed indicated, and was employed with benefit. Dr. W. Baked 
whether bleeding in apoplexy is considered as much the rule in practice >S 
formerly? 

Dr. Homans thought that the majority of cases were better without it. 
This view was concurred in by Drs. Jackson, Coale, and Lee (Dr. C. A. Lee, 
of New York, present by invitation), who mcntioucd cases confirmatory of the 
opinion. 

Dr. Lee thought Dr. Watson's rule for bleeding, drawn from the indica- 
tions furnished by the condition of the pulse, a very good one. When the 
pulse is small, bleeding is oontra-indicalod. 



Dec. 24,-^ficcMMOT of a I\)rtwn of Lower Jaw fur MaKgniint Diteate — 
Recurrence of the diseoBe, intemaSy and extemaSy — Death. — Dr. Parkhah 
exhibited a portion of the lower jaw, supporting two bicuspid and two molar 
teeth. The appearance of the specimen was peculiar, showing a radiated 
periosteal deposit between that membrane and the bone, which was seen woU 
defined in the centre of the sawn pieee. The length of deposited spicol^ was 
about one-eightb, or more, of an inch, fpving a fnsifomi shape to the whole 
tumour. The patient was a boy of fourteen, of a feeble constitution, whoso 
parents are living, and without any known cancerous predisposition In June 
last, a molar tooth was observed to be loose, and was cstrocted. Soon after, 
the bono was found to be enlarged, and a disagreeable discharge tm)k plooe 
from the socket. Six weeks after the first symptoms, the enlarged portion 
was removed by Dr. Parkman. The wound healed, and with but little de- 
formity. The patient was apparently slowly regaining strength, when, about 
the first of October, a tumour appeared in the upper and outer part of each 
orbit, one of which, however, diminished considerably, after having increased- 
Aftcrwords, other tumours appeared over the trtmk and scalp, and somewhat cm 
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the liiiiba — not very mimerous nor large. One or two of them were of a dusky 
red, but the others not at all discoloured, nor tender, but adherent to the 
skin. The akin was somewhat yellow; there wa« great pain in the back and 
abdomrn, but no vomiting; and he graduallj sunk, mnch emauiafed, in 
December. 

After death, there was found a largo eareinomntona mass, connected with 
the large currature of the stomach and first few inches of duodenum, having 
the pancrena completely buried in it, and closely connected with the spleen. 
The whole mass, as exhibited, waa about three times the size of the fist. Tho 
Btracture of the mass was dense, whitish, not uniform, apparently partly 
glandular, and partly diseased cellular tissae, some portions pearly, with some 
baces of minute cccbymoais, distinctly encephaloid, and when microscopically 
examined by Dr. P., the usual appearances had been found. Nowhere any 
colloid tissue; there was also a largo amount of the same disease about the 
root of the trachea, extending up the neck, apparently in the glands. 

No morbid deposit in any organs except the heart, upon the surfeoo of 
which were several small deposits in white, circular, slightly elevated spots, 
about four lines in diameter. The spleen was greatly enlarged, its vein being 
entirely obliterated in its passage through tho tumour. 

The gall-bladder was also immensely distended, its duct being compreBsed 
in its passage through the targe tumour. 

The subcutaneous tumours were similar to the rest of the disease in stracture. 

The specimen of the jaw preserved in the society's cabinet is curious, as 
presenting what would be considered merely a periosteal osseous deposit; its 
malignaucy bciug proved by the subsequent result of the case. 

Dee. 24. — Wnimml Form nf Laryngitis. — Dr. Jackson showed the speci- 
men, in which the entire lip of tho glottis upon the left side was very much 
swollen, fleshy to the fuel, and of a bright red colour, except upon the summit, 
where there was a ilefinod, hrownish, soft slough, three or four lines in dia- 
meter, and ealending to some depth. The subjacent tissues were either of a 
deep red colour, or yellow from the infiltration of something like very thick 
pua. The disease at this part was so defined that the lip of the glottis upon 
the other side waa perfectly healthy. The cellular tissue was also of a deep 
yellow colour, as if infiltrated with thick pus, about the muscles of the neck, 
beneath the upper two-thirds of the sternum, and for three or four inches 
downwards between the meophagtis and tho spine. In each pleural cavity 
there waa an effusion of pu.s and lymph with some scnun, and the lower lobe 
of one of the lungs was compessed by the fluid and in u state of intense con- 
Surface of body Bomowhat ictcritious, as is often the case when 
^ere is inflammation about the base of the right lung ; and in connection 
with the icterus there were some appcanuiccB of ecchymosis internally. The 
patieut was a man of robuiit health, fifty-two years of age, and was attacked 
1 the 8tb inst., without premonitory Bymptoms, and without any known 
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» 
cause. Severe constitational symptoms^ with sore throaty from the commence* 

ment; the respiration^ however^ not being stridulouS; and the voice not en* 

tirelj extinct. Over the lower and front part of the neck there was a marked 

tume&ction; and the formation of an abscess was anticipated; but the swelling 

afterwards diminished, and, as the patient said, ''the disease seemed to have 

gone lower down.'' Pleurisy never suspected. Before death, which occurred 

on the 14th, there was a suppression of urine, but nothing was found in the 

kidneys. 

January 14. — TVue Aruutimt, of the Heart — Specimen exhibited by Dr. 
Jackson. The patient was a large and very fleshy man, fifty-two years of age. 
On the 29th ult., twelve days before his death, he was attacked in the street 
with a pretty severe pain across the lower front part of the chest ; this soon 
passed off, but recurred two or three times, and again the next morning, when 
he sent for his physician ; the pain extending down both upper extremities 
' to the hands, and continuing more or less for the first five days. Patient was 
never confined to his bed, but kept the house till three days before his death, 
when he came into the city from an adjoining town, and went to his counting- 
house ; felt himself worse after this, but was out on the two following days. 
On the next morning (10th inst.), whilst dressing, his wife left him for a 
few moments, and, on her return, found him lying upon the floor, and just 
dying. From the first of his attack he had complained of languor and chilli- 
ness, with want of appetite, but there had been no fever, and no marked 
dyspnoea; pulse feeble, but not otherwise remarkable. The previous health 
of this patient was good, though he often expressed a conviction that he should 
have disease of the heart, inasmuch as his mother and three of his brothers 
and sisters had died instantaneously; several others of the family, which had 
been quite large, having also died afler only a few days' illness. No exami- 
nation was made in the above cases ; but, if the cause of death had been found 
in the heart, the coincidence. Dr. J. remarked, would have been in accordance 
with what had been observed here in other cases. 

On dissection, there was found a very marked dilatation of the left ventricle 
towards the apex and right side, with a slight enlargement externally, but 
nothing that could be called a tumour. Internally, the sac, as it may be 
called, was of a circular form, measured about three inches in diameter, and 
contained coagula that had evidently formed before death, though not adherent 
to the lining membrane, which last appeared quite healthy. The muscular 
substance, so far as the disease extended, had uniformly a dull, yellowish- 
white appearance, as if infiltrated with lymph. According to the report of a 
microscopist, however, no fibrin was discovered, but the change of colour was 
due to the presence of fat; and, on testing a portion of this substance by heat, 
it was found to grease the paper, though very slightly as compared with the 
liver, which was exceedingly fatty ; the limits of this change of structure were 
very marked. Near the apex there was thought to be a trace of pus; and in 
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accordance witli tlio appeiirance, to tho naked eye, of lymph in 
of the organ, there were found recent though very slight adheaions between 
the two pericardial suriiices as far as the disease extended. The organ was 
otherwise henlthy, except for perforation of tho pulmonary valves, which Beeme 
to be a rather common occurrence. The lungs also were qaito healthy, & fact 
which, in conDcction with a fatty liver, is not unfreriuently observed here. 
Dr. J. remarked that this was the fourtJi cose of aneurism of the heart that 
be had seen, and that in every one the disease waa sitaated, as UEual, in the 
left ventricle. 




.fcfi. 14. — Psoi-iash — Treatment hi/ Arsenic in a iiew mcAod. Dr. Chab, 
Gordon. — Dr. Gordon said that it was well known that, under tho usual mode 
of administering Fowler's solution, this d iscase is very apt to return. Agre^ 
ably to the advice of Dr. Hunt, an English physician, Dr. G. had employed 
Uie remedy in the dose of five drops, thrice daily, soon a/ler mealx, and by this 
means had been able to continue the medicine for several raonths without any 
of its poisonous effects. The dose was not increased. Dr. G. has treated 
eleven cases by this method. Of these, seven have continued well for tw<K 
years, having been under treatment for about one year. The other four han> 
had recnrrenccB, which were easily arrested by a renewal of the treatment. 

Dr. G. had sl&a u»cd this method in coses of chronic ecKema with good 
efiects; but this disease is more liable to return, especially if hereditary, than 
pBOTia«is. 

Dr. G. is also at present using this treatment in a case of lupus non exedens, 
Bod, as he thinks, with benefit. 

Jan. 14, — Tic Dovloureax — Rdicf by an cperati'ort for Oie ranoval of a 
portion of iIk Inferior MaxiUart/ Nerve, by Inqmnning lh« Loicer Jaw Bone. 
Dr. J. M. Wahben. — The patient was a lady fitVy-nine years old. Eighteen 
months since, Dr. J. C. Warren removed a portion of tho inferior maxillary 
nerve by trepanning the body of the Jaw, and afforded her relief from an 
excruciating tie douloureux of three years' standing. She had no recurrence 
of the pain for a year. Six months since, the sufferings returned, and con- 
tinued' so severe that she finally became confined to the bed, and was unable 
to eat or speak without causing a paroxysm of pain. Tho pain commenced 
in the lower jaw, and always at the same spot, and then extended over the 
whole side of the face. 

Dr. J. M. Warren, on being applied to by her son, a medical man, who 
stated that it was indispensable that something should be attempted for her 
relief, suggested trepanning the ramus of the jaw and removing a portion of 
Uie nerve where it enters tho foramen. This was readily agreed to. The 
operation was followed by entire relief, and the patient is now well. 
\ Dr. W. exhibited a bone (tho sub-masillary) with a hole made by the 
tropliino at the point of the entrance of the nerve, and described the opera- 
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tion. An incision was made from the sigmoid notch down to the edge of the 
jaw. The parotid gland was raised and turned to the outside. The lower 
portion of the masseter muscle was now dissected up^ and a portion of bone 
removed by means of the trephine and chisel. The nerve being now fully 
exposed; half an inch was excised. The inferior maxillary artery was cut and 
tied. 

There was a slight discharge of saliva from the wound, owing to the inter- 
£srenoe with the parotid, which lasted five or six days. 

Jan, 28. — Malformed Heart, — ^Dr. Jackson exhibited a specimen showing 
a direct opening between the two auricles, of a circular form, more than half 
an inch in diameter, and situated just above the mitral and tncuspid valves, 
which were somewhat imperfectly developed. Three or four direct openings 
abo were seen through the fossa ovalis. Heart rather large, but otherwise 
normal ; as were the other organs, except for the large intestine, which hung 
freely in the cavity of the abdomen as in early fcetal life. The subject of 
this case was a male child, five months old, and died of pneumonia after a 
few days' illness; it was stunted in its growth, and had been subject frt>m 
birth to paroxysms of dyspnoea, in which it was often livid; pulse rapid, 
smaU, and irregular, the case having been always regarded by Dr. M. 8. 
Ferry, the atloiding physician, as one of malformation. 

Dr. J. remarked that, however often inter-ventricular opening had been met 
with here, he had never before seen a communication between the auricles 
that was independent of the foramen ovale. 

Dr. J. also related a second case of malformation of the heart, the specimen 
having been shown to him by Dr. F. S. Ainsworth. The two auricles were 
of the usual siie, but communicated largely through an open foramen ovale. 
LeA ventricle about as large as the right and left together should be. Right 
ventricle so small that it would not have contained half a drachm of fluid ; 
opening into it from the left ventricle perhaps two lines in diameter, but none 
whatever from the right auricle. The pulmonary artery arose from the right 
ventiide, such as it was, and was of full sdie ; one of the valves, however, 
being very imperfectly developed. The diild was eight months old, and well 
nourished. Subject from birth to paraxysms of dyspncea, occurring once or 
twice everv tvrentv-four hours, and lasdne fvr an hour or nro, with lividitv of 
the Hps and fingers, though at other tines the* colour was su&ientl v natural 

Jam. 2S. — Fistmloms opemimj a/hfr rvmora/ of a Trnmnmr nr^ tkf fpace 
hetmtem tke smperiar ttfyf or the OrWf ctJii^ Ae Cjppfr I^hL Dr. Beth i" NX. — 
Hie tumour was ranoved fr\>m the simatioD above menticiMd. fo«ir years since ; 
it was then of six we«^' standing: the ioctsicii supjpurated and oi«dnued to 
discharge. About a vear and a half since it elix^pd, and vho-ilv ceased sxxiv 
pviating; time then occurred pain — at the end of a BK>iith the suppcraitiv^a 
retaniedy aad Ins smce OHttiaved — a fet«k«s cfetting lemaiaed, only kr^ 
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enough to admit one of AneFs probes ; the bone of the orbit was found to be 
diseased; over a very small space. Dr. B. discovered this on the 6th of 
January, and then laid it open by an incision, and a tent was inserted ; on 
the 12th of January it was entirely covered — ^no diseased bone could be per- 
ceived. Dr. B. had never seen a case before, of this nature. He mentioned 
a case, where Mr. Lawrence, of London, on opening a fistula of this descrip- 
tion, ascertained that a portion of the sac of the removed tumour, which had 
been allowed to remain, was the cavse of the non-union of the incision; but 
in that instance the tumour was congenital and adherent to the bone, as they 
always are in thb region, so far as Dr. B. had observed. Li this case. Dr. 
Bethune considered the diseased bone as the sole cause. 

Jan, 28. — Vicarious Mensirvatum in the course of Nursing, — ^Dr. Chas. 
E. Ware related the case of a female, forty years of age, who, about ten 
years since, had severe pneumonia. Soon after, she was married, and has 
since had five children. During each period of nursing, her menstrual func- 
tion was regular, appearing first about a month from the date of her confine- 
ment. She has always had some trouble at the apex of right lung since the 
attack of pneumonia. She was confined, the last time, in April, 1849. Just 
a month from her confinement she had hemorrhage from the lungs; the 
quantity of blood was about a tablespoonful; the sputa were also constantly 
tinged with blood; she had night sweats and cough. These attacks of hemor- 
rhage, &c., replaced the ordinary menstruation^ after the precursory pheno- 
mena usually noticed at the monthly periods. She has had these attacks 
every month since. The last access seemed to weaken her more than those 
that occurred previously. 

There is some dulness on percussion, and a rude expiration at the apex of 
right lung, but the disease does not seem to make any progress. Just before 
her last confinement, her husband was killed suddenly by an accident. Not- 
withstanding the great shock thus occasioned, she went her full time. 



Feb. 11. — MelanotU o/llm Eye. — Dr. BBTniTKE reported the fullowiDg case. 
The patient, a healthy fanner, sixty-five years of age, entered the Eye and 
Ear Infirmary under his care. Twenty years ago, be first observed a red spot 
mt the oiil«T angle of the left eye, wedge-ehsped, and with the apes towards 
the pnpil, as in pterygium. For fifteen years it was stationnry; Lut five years 
ago it began to grow, and at the end of one year he was only able to diiicem 
the light. Pain came on, when the disease began to increase, and was severe 
for the first two years; it was then less again till lost autumn, since which 
time it tiaa increased, being occasionally severe and darting, and at times dnil 
And heavy. 

On examination, the right eye is well. LiJa of loft eye separated by a 
black, smooth, hut irregular mass, projecting from the anterior third of the 
ball, and compared to a pecan-nut with the base outward and the anterior half 
cut off. A few days after his admission the eye was removed, and at the end 
of a week the porta were healing well, and Tie was discharged. The eye seems 
to be healthy, except for the tumour, which does not involve the internal parte. . 

Under the microscope, Dr. H. J. Bioelow had observed the following 
appearances : " First, numerous cells, apparently epithelial ; secondly, nume- 
rous cells, of irregular outline, enlarged by a power of five hundred diameters 
to the MM of a five-cent piece, and containing sub-cells and nuclei; also some 
of a marked caudate figure. These, with others decreasing to simple nucleated 
cells, with one or two nuclei, the diameter of which cells were only three or 
four times that of blood corpuscles, were probably cancerous. And to account 
for the black colour, the whole field was filled with granules, ofwn aggregated 
into masses resembling Glugc's granulDtion cells; which last, however, may 
have been the product of Independent inflajnmation." 

Feb. 11. — Imper/urale Vajina. — Dr. J. B. 8. Jacksos exhibited the 
■pecimen which he hod removed this afternoon, and gave the following account 
of the case. The patient woe a respectable unmarried female, twenty-five 
years of age, and well developed in regard to the signs of puberty ; the cata- 
nenia, however, had never appeared, and for this she was for a long while 
treated in former years. Seven years ago, the physician, under whose care 
she has since been, was called, and found a tumour in the middle of the abdo- 
men, rising some way above the umbilicus, and feeling altogether like a dis- 
tended uterus; upon each side of this, and extending towards the groins, was 
an elongated and much smaller tumour. On examiaaUon by the rectum, the 
cavity of the pelvis seemed to be filled by a tumour as large and solid us the 
fbetal head. The external and internal bbia were well formed; but on sepa- 
I rating the latter there was found to be a complete closure of the vagina. I'hc 
1 literal tumours since that time have been about stationary, but the central 
ft tamour has varied somewhat in siie. Meanwhile, the patient had suffered 
■ ■everelj from bearing-down and other pains about the pelvis, with consider- 
I able djBuria ; the general health, however, was tolerably good, her death at 
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last being rather sadden, and connected iritb some oppression about the cheat, 
the cause of which was not ascertaioed on dissection. In regard to an opera- 
tion, which seemed to have been so impenitirelj required, a consultation was 
held with two or three professed surgeons when the occlosioa was discorered, 
but the opinions were against it. 

Oq examination after deAtb, the tumours were found as above described, 
and also the esl«mal organs, ciccpt that at the seat of the oeclnsiou there 
were three longitudinal folds, bxiking not unlike the internal Ubia on a 
smaU scale. The parts having been then removed, the uteme and ragina 
were found to be immensely distended, and on incision there were discharged 
three pints of a dark-red, inodorous fluid, resembling venous blood, and with- 
out a trace of coagulam. The two cavities are of about equal size, with a very 
marked contraction midway, corresponding with the os uteri, which, however, 
is in a good measure effiiced. The parietes arc about one-third of an inch in 
thickness, and quite dense ; muscular structure of ut«rus developed, the inner 
surface being nearly smooth and without any trace of irbot vitae va^na les> 
smooth internally, and thickness of parietcs as great at the seat of oecluaioii 
as at any other part ; the whole thickness of tht. fleshy mass that separates 
the vagina from the vulva being probably net m re ihin half an mch. 

The Fallopian tubes, which formed the lateral tumours felt during life, ue 
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distended in proportion to the nteruB itself, e»cept at their origin ; the open- 
ings upon the inside of the nterusi, however, being large enough to admit a 
amall probe. The furthur extremities terminate bluntljr, and the general out- 
line of the tubes is irregular and knobbed. Upon cutting one of them open, 
it is Been to be filled with an uniform, inodoroua deep brown substance, not 
very unlike, though harder than, indurated feces. The parietes are thin but 
quite dense ; and towards the uterus the cavity aeema as if divided into nu- 
merous compart m en ta by transverse partitiona. There are alao connected 
with the external surface of the tubes small cysts, filled with a material similar 
to that found in the tubes ; and in the omentum, which adheres partially to 
the tubes, are found one or two other cysts, besides numerous very small 
deposits scattered over its surfaoe, and looking not unlike the result of 
melanosis. 

The ovaries are rather large and smooth, and one of them contains a cyst 
aboDt the size of an almond. 

On the following day, the uterus and vagina having been distended and 
the inciaion nicely closed, a very aceurale and highly finished drawing was 
made of the parts for the Society, by Cr. J. C. Dalton ; and from this the 
aooompanying wood-cut has been taken. 

Feb. U. — Aneurism opening into (/« TnicKea. Reported by Dr. Minot. — 
The patient was a female, thirty-itix years of age, who had had dropsy for 
fifteen years, and diseased hewt for the lost four. Five weeks ago, there was 
noted a hoarse cough, dyspncea, wheeling, and at nights ortbopncea, but 
irithont expectoration or palpitation. These symptnms increasing, she wag 
suddenly seized with extreme dyspncea, the inspiration being easy, hut the 
expiration laboured and rattling; pulse 160, and very feeble; whole chest 
resonant on percussion, but with sonorous and aibilant r&les in every paK. 
From this attack she revived, after a copious expectoration of clear, viscid 
fioid; but soon bad a second. The respiration continued somewhat rattling, 
and always had a pccnliar tubnkr sound, wbicb oould be heard at a distanoe 
from the bed ; she complained, also, constantly of a sense of oppression in the 
trachea. Nine days before her death there came on p] euro- pneumonia ; but 
this Boemed to be subsiding, when, after a slight fit of coughing, a torrent of 
blood poured from the mouth and nose, and she died instantly. 

The specimen being shown by Dr. M., there is seen to be some ill-defined 
dilatation of the arch of the aorta, with disease of the parietes, but nothing 
that can be called a sac ; upon the inner surface of the artery at this part 
there is a deep nicer, four or five lines in diameter, and this had hurst inte the 
tnwhea just above its bifuraition; a red, fleshy little moss projecting into 
this IsAt at the seat of perforation. The bronchi were full of coagulated blood, 
and there was also found pneumonia, pulmonary emphysema, old pericardial 
kdbasions, and aeoitea. 
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rtfi. -5. — Ijaryaffiiit. — Dr. Jackeon showed the upecimen, received froiM>] 
Or. (Jro. H. Oav. It was taken from a woman who was atUcked veij ff 
iiiuidunlj-, KDd died in two days; aho had nphonia, very urgunt djspinwi, nndi 
■lyMphtigiu flo severe that she was almost convulsed on attempting to awallow-L 
Sho hud been attending upon her sister, who had erysipelas following the i«.|l 
movul of a cancerous breast. There is a yellow appearance of the («l)uta| 
tissue, as if from an infiltration of pus, though scarcclj any can be foroed oat^jl 
affecting the upper part of the larynx, and eitending downwards about t 
(csophagns as far as where the parts wer* cut across, Uie throat only haTinj 
boon examined. The glottis is soft, and not excessively swollen ; a: 
one side is an appearance upon the surface as if a slough was about to fomtM 
the mucous membrane being otherwise unaffected. Dr. J. remarked upon tl 
striking resemblance, in regard to the BHatomieal appearances, between t 
ease and one reported by him a few months since (see last number of Journal); J 
tho sanio appcamneea he had also found, though to a much leas extent, in 
case of our lately deceased member, Dr. John D. Fiaher. (See BoOtm i 
and Sary. Jour n, March 13.) He also remarked upon it as an interestii^ 
fact, in relation to any question as to the nature of the inSamuatinr 
above case, that a third sister has been attacked with erysipela^s since the deatb,r' 
of tlie second, but is likely to recover. 

Feb. 25. — ParaeeiUeni in Acute Heuruy. — Dr. HoMANS reported the case 
which he had recently seen in consultation with Dr. Morrill Wyhan, of 
Oambridgc. The patient was a healthy woman, and the operation was done 
rin the twelfth day of the disease. There was great pain, and such urgent 
dynpnoHi tliat she had been unable for some time to lie down in bed ; with 
enhirgomcnt of the side and other physical signs of effusion. An exploring 
noodle having been passed in by Dr. W., about an inch below the left scapula, 
.;xviij of serum wore drawn off, but no pus ; and with such relief that the 
patient was able te sleep comfortably that night, in the horizontal position. 
Two or three days afterwards about half as much more was drawn off, and 
recovery soon followed. 

Fell. 25. — Fatlff Liver. — Dr. HOMANB reported the case, which occurred in 
a child between three and four years of age. When about nine months old, it 
began to grow quite fleshy, and continued so ever afterwords. Previously to 
this the liver bad been felt to bo enlarged, and at the time of death it occu- 
pied the whole cavity of the abdomen. The organ, which is shown, is of a 
very uniform, pajo fawn colour, smooth upon the surface, and greasing the 
scalpel; ^ss of oil was also shown, which was obtained from jiv of the mass. 
The child's health was sufficiently good, except that it was subject te attacks 
of spasmodic dyspnoea; and it died at last from pneumonia. 

Some years ago, another and rather older child in the same family died 
with an immense Hver, but the organ in that case was dark-colonrei^ jnite 
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bard, and apparently granulated. There is atill a third child, now hi-ing and 
about BIX ;cara old, with enlurgenicnt of the orguii. The parents and two 
other ehiidren appear to be healthy. 

A tiwitured femur was also eliown, from the subject of llie preeent case. 
The bone was broken in the c»rly part of the Bummcr, and again in November 
at the same place, and each time tbe union appeared to be etrong. The fraeture 
is just below the trochanters, very obli<]Ui!, and firmly united, though the bone 
is stilt somewhat vascular ; appcara somewhat as if it may have been only 
partially broken. Dr. J. M. Waebek, who attended the child in November, 
is confident that tbe fracture was then complete. 

Feh. 25. — Pleurisy foUou-ed hi/ PiieumoChorax and GntiffrtHe. — Dr. C. E. 
IV ARE reported the following case : A young man, thirty-three years of age, 
was taken January 30, 1850, with chills, cough, loss of appetite, and some 
dyspnoso. He kept about till Febniory 2, when pain occurred in left side, 
greatly aggravated on tiill inspiration was first csamiaed by Dr. Ware ; 
Feb. 4th. He then had a pulse of 84. Uts tongue was thinly furred, and 
pasty. lie had a sharp pain under the sixth rib, with coosidcruble dyspncca 
There was less respiration in the left bock and front than in the right. 
When up, dull on percussion behind. When lying down, greater resonance on 
percussion over cardiac region than oq corresponding part of right side. 
There were bo bronchial sounds nor rSles. Very little cough, and only an 
occasional eipectoration of thin transparent mueos, without slain. 

Qeh. His pulse had reached 108. Hia expectoration was about an ounce 
in the course of twenty-four hours, consisting of tenacious mucus with a 
few blood stains. 

On the 8tb, he had become entirely flat on percussion at the base of the 
lung, both before and behind, and there was an entire absence of respiratory 
sound. His pulse was 112. 

lOlA. His gums were little aSbcted by blue pill, and there was some 
wanderini; during the night. 

13th. Had a good night; pulse 100. Expectoration very small in 
quantity ; transparent mucus with a few stains of fresh blood ; no wandering. 
Puerile respiration and resonance on percussion in right bock ; perfectly flat, 
and no respiratory sound below the spine of scapula in left back, which is 
more full and ronnded than right. 

14/A. At about twelve o'clock in the night, without any previous warning, 
or change in his symptoms, he was seexed with a violent paroxysm of cough- 
ing, and began to expectorate pure f'oa, of which he raised in the course of 
two or three hours a pint. In it there were a few specks of blood. It was 
atteniied with great dyspnua, obliging him to sit up. His countenance 
became quite sunken. His pulse totm to 124. No respiratory sound heard 
in left back ; in tront heard as low as third rib. Respiration clear, without 
r&lea ; puerile on right side before and behind. 
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16th. Pulse 104. Expectoration of a pint of pore pus in the twentj-four 
hoarsi without fetor; cough frequent^ easy, loose ; mind clear. 

16^. Had another attack of copious purulent expectoration — a pint in 
two hours ; pulse 120 ; great dyspnoea ; pus more liquid and fetid ; coarse 
mucous r&les under left clavicle. 

ISth. Pulse 112. Expectoration less in quantity, and thicker. Under 
both clavicles resonance on percussion greater than natural in the erect posi- 
tion ; about equal on the two sides. He sleeps very well in the erect position. 

2Sd, PuJse 108. Expectoration much diminished, of a less purulent 
character, more thick and tenacious ; respiration pretty easy in a horizontal 
position, which he tried yesterday for the first time since he began to raise 
the pus ; cough much less severe. 

25/A. Loud friction sound over the left trout above cardiac region. 

2Sth. Emaciation very great ; expectoration small in quantity, very liquid, 
fetid pus; respiration more laboured; a strong expiration, with some rdle 
over upper part of right front. Great resonance on percussion over whole 
back on both sides, in a reclining position. Under the left clavicle in front, 
a very clear respiratory iound, 90 ch^dy retembling a cavernous iound* as 
to make me doubt if it was not so, not being able to tell it by the voice. 

March Ist, No purulent expectoration ; only about an ounce in the twenty- 
four hours of adhesive mucus ; pulse 101 ; general aspect better. 

8(2. Pulse 116; respiration more laboured; expectoration purulent, of a 
more unhealthy oolour and character, and a decidedly gangrenous odour; 
over the nates there is a commencing slough. 

7th, Pulse 100 ; tongue dean and moist; slough on back is thrown off; 
expectoration small in quantity, and mucous, except when he is disturbed, 
when he raises a thin, dirty, fetid pus, hawking and spitting it out with 
very little cough or effort. 

Sth. Through the day he gradually fedlcd, and without the occurrence of 
any new symptoms, died early on the morning of the 8th. 

The treatment was in the commencement, leeching, antimony and mercury; 
and after the occurrence of the pneumothorax, stimulants and tonics. The 
autopsy, owing to circumstances, was made in a hasty and rather unsatisflEMS- 
tory manner. The chest only was examined. In the left pleural cavity, 
there was by a hasty measurement about forty ounces of thin, fetid, dirty 
pu& The lower lobe of the left lung was entirely camified by compression. 
The upper lobe in front and at apex was vesicular and healthy, distended 
by air to an almost emphysematous degree. Posteriorly, at about an inch and a 
half to two inches fitt>m apex, there was a ragged opening in the pleura, around 
whicii for an inch or more the lungs had a gnugrcnous appearance. No 

* From the poM-mortem coiHlitkm, thU w«t eTklentty thm lo tb^ healthy lung, 
floated up to ihi« |)oint by tbo llakl in th« chest, aiHi r«)u)er*<i alinosi cmp hy&enaatous 
by conipresftion. 
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tubercles or traces of tubercles Cfluld be discoTcred in tliia Inng. There 
were a ien iidLesioiis about the lower lobe and &t the apex of the upper lobe. 
In the right pleural cavity there was no effusion ; a few adhesions. 
Towanla the apex of the upper lobe of tbe right lung there was a group of 
tabercles. The lung healthy arouud (hem. There was quite extensiTe 
pneumonia of the middle and lower lobe ; hepatJiation, but apparently recent 



This case was one of simple pleurisy with effusion in the outset, in a man 
who had never presented any signs of tabercles, and whose family were none 
of tbem phtbisical. Until the fifteenth day from the attack, there was nothing 
peculiar in the course of the disease, and there was no reason to anticipate 
anything unfavourable. Then he was suddenly attacked, without the least 
warning, with violent cough, extreme dyspncea, and most profuse expectoration 
of pus. The pus, as he raised it, was quite liquid, like that found in a cloae 
serous cavity, but became thicker on standing. On the 17th it had become 
quite fetid. From tltis time ho continued on the whole rather improving to the 
twenty-ninth day from his attack, the amount of expectoration varying very 
much — sometimes scarce anything for twenty-four hours, and then suddenly 
very copious. When very small in quantity, it was siroplo transparent 
mucoa. When there was any considerable amount, it was thin, fetid pus, 
Eimilar to that found after death in the pleural cavity, showing distinctly its 
source by its character. From his general symptoms and from the physical 
rigns, it is probable that on the twenty-ninth day the pneumonia on the right 
aide began under which he sank and died. On that day was also first noticed 
tlie gangrenous odour in his eipectoratioD. The occurrence of pneumothorax 
except by tubercle, is extremely rare. In the present case it probably 
occurred by tubercle, although none could be discovered, nor anything 
which indicated its previous existence. The gangrenona, ragged condition of 
the lung might easily have effiwed or concealed any trace of it. The exist- 
ence of tubercle on the other side adds to the probability of there having been 
tubercle on this also, when it is su difficult to explain the accident in any 
other way. The gangrene would not explain it, as that could hardly have 
occurred in much less than ten days or a fortnight afler the commnnication 
with the pleura took place. Therc was no odour to indicate it, and the 
^nis at the commencement was perfectly healthy in its charw:tcr, contrary to 
what one would expect to find in contact with a surface undergoing the 
process of gangrene. The gangrene of the limg, the alough on the bock, and 
tile pneumonia on the right side, all began apparently at about the same time. 

March 11. — Vaicular Disease in a x^ew-lorn Infant. — Cose reported by 
Dr. Bethu.'4e.— The disease appeared on the second or third day, and lasted 
ftbont a week. Upon the upper extremities the vesicles were quite nnmerong, 
and about as largo n« the head of a pin ; but upon the abdomen, where there 
were only a few, they were probably from four to six lines in diameter. 
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Tiiero was litltc or uo rcduess about them, and tbuy at lost dried up, causing 
roeauwhile DothiDg more than a little fretfulnesa. 

jUanA II. — Painful OiUaneotu Tabercle. — Dr. J. M. Warren reported 
the case of a female, thirty yeara of age, who had u smdl, projecting nipple- 
shaped tumour on the skia of the right nates. It was of five years' standing, 
and she compliuned greatly of the sufleritig, it being of the most insupport- 
able kind, and occurring in poroiyama. At these periods she would not allow 
any person to come near her. Entire relief followed its removal. Its texture 
s could be detected in it under the microscope. 
The character of the puin was the siune as that observed in the tahcuUtnamt 
painful tubercle. 

The wound was examined, after the excision of the tubercle, for the por- 
poae of discovering if auy nervous filament had been pressed upon bj it, but 
none could be detected. 

March \\.— Tumour of lite Orbit. Dr. J. JI. Warren.— Dr. Warren first 
aaw the patient two months since, in company with a distinguished pliyuelan 
of a neighbouring town. The history of the case is as follows; — 

The patient is sixty-nine years of age, toll, and, with the exception of the 
present disease, healthy. Four jeara ago, after esposure to a current of oold 
air on Lis face while sitting at a lecture, he fult a soreness at the upper part 
of the orbit of left eye. Shortly after, a swelling appeared at this spot, and 
this, increasing, gradually filled up the socket, forcing the eye from ita situa- 
tion, so as to project it forwards and outwards, and prevent vision, except of 
objects on that side. 

The surface of the tumour was irregular, and covered by enlarged veins. 
It was ten^, elastic to the touch, and its appearance at first was that pre- 
sented by encepbaloid disease when making its way out from the iuterior of 
the cranium. 

In the course of two months It had increased one-third. On a carefol 
exploration of the tumour, an indistinct feeling of fluctuation was perceptible. 
There was, also, projecting from the upper part of the socket, a small shelf of 
boue which seemed to enter and be incorporated with its parietes. This led 
Dr. W. to the behef that it might be periosteal, and an exploratory operation 
was advised. 

The patient being etherized with chloric ether, an incision was made 
through the skin and orbicular muscle of the eyelid. This at once disclosed 
a sac with an osseous deposit in its parietes, which, on being punctured, dis- 
charged about four ounces of fetid pus. The finger being now [Missed into the 
cavity, discovered, below, a bony sac, whiuh as fur as was practicable was 
dissected out and removed. On carrying the finger upward.^, no resistance 
was encountered until It reached a distance of two iuches above the margin 
of the orbit. 
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Tha pressure of the fluid haJ apparently caused an absorption of tito lower 
Trail of the frontal simw, aod forued upwards that portion upon which the 
interior lobes of the bnun repose. Two openings could be distinguished 
irithin the uuTity, one leading into the rigbt frontal sinua, the other oommu- 
nicating by a very minute opening with the nusal cavities : the interior was 
lined with a delicate memhrsne. 

Al^r being onc« emptied, the cavity became again filled with pus, coming, 

was EUppoeed, from the other siniu. 

The patient bore the operation well, and, when seen some hours afterwards, 
was quite free from pain, and withont any impleasant symptom. 

It was estimated that from six to eight ounces of pus escaped from the 
tomour in the course of the day. Thia patient was heard from on May 7lh, 
nearly two months after the operation. His physician stales that some days 
ifter the operation the discharge was " immense." Since this, it has gradu- 
ally decreased. The eye has nearly regained its nutuml position, and be sees 
w well u ever. His health is unimpaired. 

Marth a^.—Chroaic Ulr^r of the StomarJi. Reported by Dr. W. T. 
Pabker. — An Irish tailor, aged twenty-otio jears, came to this country five 
years ago. Previously healthy, he hud an attack of vomiting on his way to 
the emigrant ship. He reiuained iu the harbour tsis days before sailing, with- 
ont any return of it, bat during a voyuge of seventy days it occurred almost 
'incessantly. He landed in Nova Scotia, where the vomiting conUnued, in 
i^ite of any medical treatment. For six mouths he vomited almost daily; 
and, during that time, way never free from that symptom for more thau a fort- 
ight. At first, there was nothing peculiar noticed in the character of the 
matters vomited; after some lime it resembled in appearance coffee-grounds. 
.7he stomach was remarkably distended, having the appearance of a large 
tomour before the act of vomiting, whicL would occur very suddenly, the 
quantity discharged often amounting to from four to six quarts. During alt 
this time his appearance was slightly anemic, his appetite and strength mode- 
ntely good, his bowels sometimes costive ; the swelling of the stomach ^viug 
him uneaainesa rather than jKiin. At times able to attend tu bis trade ; often 
interrupted in it by the eihuuBtion of vomiting. 

Dr. P. saw him first fifteen months ago, and procured for him a. free bed at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital. There he remained under treatment 
four weeks, and was discharged not relieved ; the vomitiug continuing as 
profuse and exhausting as ever. He came under Dr. P.'s treatment March, 
1849, an aggravated condition of all the above symptoms tbeu existing. 
Syr. ferri iodidi gtt«. x, ter in die sumend. was prescribed. 

The vomiting ceased immediately, and strength began to return. 

He persevered in this treatment througli the summer months, with such 
relief as to be able to work at bis trade, and from the administration of the 
first doae of iron, had no return of vomiting at all, till late in December, whea 
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a slight attack ooonrred. This was again relieved by the same treatnuent. 
During the winter of 1849-50 he had two or three attacks of the same. * * 

Monk 24(4, 1850. Galled to him again. Has had a violent letnm of 
vomiting, attended with nnnsoal pain in the abdomen and swelling. He was 
psrtiall J relieved by the warm bath, bat collapsed and died in twenty-five 
hours after his last attack. 

On examination, found the abdomen distended by air, and containing nearly 
two gallons of fluid similar to that vomited. Stomach very greatly enlarged, 
and coats very much thickened, especially towards the pylorus. In the lesser 
curvature, one inch from the pylorus, was discovered an ulcer four lines in 
diameter, which had entirely perforated the stomach, and near it a smaller 
one which had perforated the mucous coat. There were considerable adhe- 
sions between this part of the stomach and the gall-bladder. Further exami- 
nation was prevented. 

March 25. — Fhimmtng by Nitric Acid. — ^Dr. J. M. War&en reported the 
case as follows : The patient was a n^ress, thirty-four years of age, of aban- 
doned character, and took the add at 6 P. M. on the 3d -of March, thinking 
that she was three months pregnant, and wishing, she said, to destroy bar 
child. The quantity taken into her mouth was reported to be 5iijy but most 
of it was spit out Alkalies and mucilaginous drinks were used, but the 
burning in the mouth was intense through the night, with restlessness and 
delirium. The next morning she was brought from the jail, where the add 
was taken, to the hospital Tellow stains were then observed upon the cloth- 
ing, and the whole inside of the mouth and fauces, so for as could be seen, 
was of a deep yellow colour, the tongue looking as if covered with Indiaa 
meal; the respiration being painfol, laboured, and stridulons, and speech ahnost 
impossible. Extremities cold, countenance of a leaden hue; pulse 120, and 
very smalL For the first four or five days after her admission she sufiered frrxn 
soreness of the mouth and throat, dysphagia, thirst, and salivation, with some 
vomiting ; she also complained of tentoness oi die abdomen, but not partica- 
larly over the stomach, walking with difficulty and bent much forwards ; b«t 
this was perhaps owing to her having be«i thrown down and stamped upon, 
in an affray, on the day on which she took the add. After the first day or two 
she was much of the time up and about the ward ; at the end of a we^ she 
was reported quite connfortaUe, and having some appetite : and on the 14tk 
of March, as she was doing well, she was ruioved back to the jail, there 
never having been any fover. but rather a state of depresdon. CNi the morn- 
ing of the 16th, she was attacked with cramps in the skwaach, and excesdve 
pain and tenderness, which were partiaUy relieved by opiates : on the follow- 
ing morning, however, she was foond dead in her eelK with a great quantity 
of blood in the bed about her, and which ^ had apparenUv T\x&ited. 

On dissectioB. there was oheerred great f^K;idity : upon the middle c/ the 
kagueakrge, jefiovishy SBOolkpaleh: tome redness v^ epiglonk ; enopha- 
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giu healthj for the first two inches; but below this it was foond exceedingly 
soft, of a greenish jellow colour intcroailj, purple eiternally, Bud full of 
eOHgolated blood. The atomach was in a similar, thnugh much worse state; 
extemollj, it had the same purple colour, and was universally adherent to the 
n^bbounog parts by recent lympb, except at the lefl extremity, where there 
were old and close adhesioas to the spleen ; internally, it was of a greenish 
yellow colour, emphysematous, and bo perfectly softened and friahio that tt 
oould not be separated from the surrounding parts without giving way \a erery 
directdoD j the anterior face being detached from the rest of the organ to a 
great extent when the abdominal parietes were raised; cavity filled with 
recent, coagulated blood, and the open orifices of several vessels distinctly seen 
OQ inner surface. The intestine contained blood throughout the first two or 
three feet, but was otherwise well, as were the other orgiuts, so for as observed; 
nterus not gravid. 

J^arrh 25. — Tumour unAin the Larynx. — Dr. Jackson exhibited the §pe- 
amcn, which he had received from Dr. AnQCSTDS Ma80N, of Billerica. The 
parent was a man about fifty years of age, very fleshy, and in robust health, 
except for the trouble in the throat. For twelve years or more there bad 
been hoarseness, with wheezing, and for the last two or three years complete 
aphonia; there was also much dyspnoea on over-exertion, and, when asleep, a 
diatreeeing noise as from impending sufi'ocatiun. His death ut last was rather 
Budden, and seemed owing to congcs^on of the lungs. The tumour is about 
•even lines in diameter, well defined, of a rounded form, rough on the surface 
jIBce a syphilitic wart, fleshy in consistence, and having a somewhat fibro- 
40eUu]ar appearance on incision. Its utuaUon is just below the ventricles of 
"» larynx posteriorly, and it is attached upon each aide broadly aod to about 
t equal extent, the intermediate portion being free. 

The following microscopic appearances were observed by Dr. W. J. Bur- 
ETT : " The primitive original basis of this formation supposed to be an 
^tbelial structure. Pavement epithelial ohIIs of various ages were every- 
llliere plentifully present, being folded in by fibrous tisaue; which, as an 
l^ypertropby of that uumiuUy belonging to the port, is always liublu to acrom- 
" — ly the abnormal production of simple individual oell-atructurcs, forming the 
Material basis on which the latter rest." 

Mardi 25. — Hydatid Dcrjcneratiim of Oium. — Specimen exhibited, and 

B following report of the case made by Dr. Putna.m. — The subject of this 
>e is a young married woman. Her last uhild born three years 'ago. Men- 
■uatiou since that time regular. Lost meastruatioa occurred during lost week 
November. During the following three months, suffered from pain in the 
ck, bearing down, and copious leucorrhoia. There was also an unusual 
gree of chiilincse, which made warmer clothing necessary. The above 
if nptoms were aggravated at the periods of expected menstruation. 8be wu 
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positive that she v>aa not pregnant^ becauBe her senBationa were different from 
those she had usually cxpcricDced during gestation. 

On examiaatinD, at the end of the second month, the body of the oteiuB 
was decidedly enlarged. No special change in the neck. At the end of the 
third month the enlargement was found lo have subsided. On the fifteenth 
of March — at the middle of the fourth month — hemorrhage occurred. At 
fint very alight, but gradually increasing and attended with p^n unUl the 
twenty-third, when the hydatids were discharged. Hemorrhage continued 
more urgently until checked by the use of ergot, but did not entirely c«ue 
fbr three weeks. 

The hydatid ulustcr would more than fill a half pint bowl — the acparate 
vesicles being of various sizes, from a pin's head to half an ioch in diameter. 
The usual term hydatid bos been employed, but it is well known lo be a 
vesicular disease of the ovum, resembling hydatids only in external form. In 
this case no fcetus was detected, but the deciduous membrane was perfectly 
distinct. 

Dr. Burnett having examined some of these cysts microBOOpically, found 
the parietes to conaint of a simple aggregation of minute granules, such as 
constitute the primary cell membranes, but neither fibrillse, fibres nor veaseli ; 
the structure being quite different from that of cysts in general. Hie 
liquid contents he found to be hyaline, and, in the larger ones, the granules 
were suspended for precipitation upon the internal surface ; the action of adds 
ahowed the presence of albumen. 

April 8. — DiseoM of ihe Radiut after fracture. — The case occurred in tiie 
prfctice of Dr. Adaus, of Waltham, who sent tlie following history : Tha 
patient is a healthy married woman, and belongs to a healthy family. Elefen 
years ago she broke the right radius near the wrist, and in about four weekt 
union had so far token place that the dressings were removed ; when, about 
eight or ten days afterwards, sho full and broke the bone again in the same 
place, as she supposed ; she did not, however, consult Dr. A., am] tliete is 
much doubt as to the second fracture. Three months after the fall she asked 
his advice in regard to an osseous deposition that bad appeared at the seat of 
injury; it was then about the size of a very large bean, and from that lime 
continued Va enlarge until amputation was performed on the 25th of Maich. 
Daring its whole cours'^, the disease gave very little trouble, except from its 
Hie and the embarrassment to the motion of the limb ; there never having 
been any pain nor tcudemcss until last November, since which time the pun hu 
beon gradually increasing until it became so intense as to demand au open- 



The whole bone begins lo enlarge just above the commencement of the 
lower third, and gradually ; but at tost forms a tumour nearly as large as the 
two fists ; the general form being pretty regular, though deep grooves arc 
M«a in its Eubetanoe, along which run the flexor and extensor tendons. 
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H&ving Wa rawed through longitudinally, it is Been to be a mere shell of 
bone, and not everywhere conlinuousj two or three laminse projecting » little 
into the cnrity from its internal surface. This cavity is filled with a soft 
iubstAnce, which presents two very different characters : theGrst and probably 
the roost recent has a somewhat fibrous, grayish, translucunt appearance, &nd 
seems to be iofiltrated with scruro, with a trace of eztravoButed blood in one or 
two places. The larger part of the inasa, however, is made up of a yellow, soft 
■od perfectly opaque substance, like soft custard. This last is Tery marked 
towards the outer edge of the tumour and just above the wrist-joint, where the 
^boDypariete3are(IcslToyed,iuid the sofl parts arc shooting out. Dr. H.J. Bige- 
low showed a beautiful coloured drawing of the recent section ; and described 
tiw microecopic appearances of the new formation, in which he found no 
jwdtive evidence of cancerous disease. The ulna and bones of the hand 
Hfipesr to be healthy. 

April 22. — Carcinomabna Tumour iceighing Jburfeen and a half pounds, 
teeurring m a liuk -jtrl oniff eleven yeart old. — Dr. Jackson had recently 
examined this case. The abdomen wus immensely distended, and measured 
thirty-four inches in circumference. The tumour originated in the cavity of 
the pelvis ; the uterus and rcotum being intimately connected, though not 
it; adhesion otherwise not extensive. It consisted of a solid, whil«, 
ided moss, one or two lobes upon the surface being felt before the abdo- 
d, Internally, it presented well-marked encepholoid characters, 
tbe colour being generally white, but the consistence varying somewhat. A 
rimilar Inmour, about tbe size of the fist, was found near the stomach, but 
none of the organs were affected excepting those of the pelvis; the ureters 
and pelvis, however, were distended, as they often are, by presstire from 
No fiuid in peritoneum. 
The patient had been under the care of Dr. W. Lewis, and the history of 
case was obtained by Mr. S, G. Wolcott, one of his students. The child 
of a lively disposition, and healthy until her fiiurth year, when, after an 
Hary, she suffered from what was regarded as a scrofulous affection of the 
-joint; but from this she recovered, and continued strong and robust 
[tii she was tcQ years old, when the disease returned ; and though she afier- 
Is improved, she was unable to bear fatigue. In February, 1849, she 
■VliUKd two or three miles out of town, complaining of fatigue, and, on her 
I, of great pain in the right iliac region. The abdomen was exceedingly 
Fdbtended ; and projected, it was said, like a sugar-loaf. For a week she was 
her bed ; after which tbe swelling subsided, thiiugh a hard 
ice remiuned in the pelvic region about the size of a ben's egg ; and 
was the apparent beginning of the tumour, which afterwards constantly 
Pain in the iliac region such that she would frequently awake in 
[ihe night with loud ecroams ; there was also some d_v?uriu, much tmuble in 
I, frequent v'.iniiliiig and cpistazis, wilh night eweuis; her appetite, 
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howevori was Btrong, and her oonstitation bore up well under the dlseafle, so 
that though her whole appearance was delioate, she was able to keep abovit 
during the winter, being confined to her bed only for about four weeks before 
her death. 

April 22. — Frictum Sound aver the Liver in Afciies. — ^Dr. Jackson his 
such a case now in the Hospital. The abdomen has been much distended, 
but as the fluid of late has been absorbed so that the parietes haye beoome 
relaxed, the left lobe of the liver is distinctly felt for about two inches beknr 
the ensiform cartilage. If then the abdominal parietes are brought into con- 
tact with this organ, a very distinct though fine ^ttement is felt by the hand, 
and felt or heard by the ear through the stethoscope, as the two surfaces nib 
over each other in the movements of respiration or otherwise. The patient is 
an elderly man, and has no symptoms whatever of peritonitis ; disease of ibe 
liver being suspected as a cause of the effusion, as it cannot be traced to the 
heart or kidneys, though there is no more positive evidence of the first fxguk 
being affocted than of the two last 

Some years ago. Dr. J. met with this same physical agn in another case of 
aaoitoa ; and where it was even more marked than in the one just reported. 
On dinection, he examined the parts veiy careftilly as soon as the abdomen 
was opened, but nothing unusual was found to explain the phenomen(« ; tka 
liv«r was granulated, but there were no adhesions, nor any lymph to fom 
any, upon the oppoeing 8urfiM)es ; the situation of the frottement being tka 
same in the two cases. Dr. J. referred to the observations of Dr. Bright in 
regard to a friction sound over the abdomon where adhesions are fbnning on 
the suhsidence of peritoneal inflammation ; observations, however, which hb 
had new seen, and which he had never known to be confirmed here. 

Aiwtl 32. — AcyiM TWovr; removed by Dr. S. D. TowN8E3n>, and exhi- 
bited to the Society by Dr. W. K. Townsend.— The patient is forty.five jeut 
of aji{e« and is 9iii« that the tumoor had existed from the time he was a year oU, 
if ni>t from birth. It was situated over the middle of the sternum, looaelf 
cywneeted with the ^nrroanding parts, without any discoloration of the wuhm 
or tendenMw ; was of a nrfular, ovoid fiwm« abcmt the siae of a gooee-egg» md 
had grv^wn one^ialf within two yean. The oavitv was fiDed with a cvrdy, 
a)«K>«4 pultT4ike mhettanoe^ of a divty, Krf^wnish yellow ^c4oiir. and fbnaed inta 
very nnifmtt, iv«nded imww«« aKMil thnv or fV^cur line$ in diameter, with aoat 
th)<^ lii|uid« in which imy' many fmalU rather bright* ncaikew Under te 
mief\wv|>N this >aKrtaiKY appcan: t^^ <^>aja»t princip^ly c£ hx and rpthrBil 
ivaW There are alw% a e^YHj^denbW number of Iook" haint ihivmghovt tka 
maw. The mc ut lined bv a wfil^mark^ <«!»» bnv to »ome exteau Kv wh«l 
affean at irM la^t rather like a mn<vw membrane ; this Its Win^ w% fin d 
in part by <«iicle. Haint f^\mi tw to ihiv^ iiicho» in kai^ m alio aemi 
|l!^Mrii^lbMa tW e«i» ; and« wWaievtr iin«« they ai>f jgewnlly wh^ 
rf ihim ai« MM^ k4aok. 
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AprU 22 — EncjfMed Tumour. — ^Dr. H. J. BiosLOW had reoendj removed 
such a tamour from over the upper part of the left scapnk. The patient ib a 
woman forty-nine years of age, and had had the disease for more than thirty 
years ; occasionally it inflamed and threatened to suppurate, but generally it 
was nothing more than a mechanical annoyance to her. Dr. B. showed the 
material removed firom the cysts ; about five or six ounces in quantity, and 
resembling thick, coarse Indian-meal gruel ; the greater part of it, in hcty 
consisting of opaque, yellow flakes, to the naked eye, and being made up of 
epithelial scales, as appeared under the microscope. He also showed a very 
beautiful coloured drawing of the parts as they i^peared before the operation. 

April 8. — Hydrometrcb. Case reported by Dr. D. H. Stobeb. — ^The patient 
was a large and veiy fleshy woman, thirty-five years of age, and weighed about 
230 pounds. In June, 1849, 1 saw her for the first time, and received the fol- 
lowing history : that she had been married three times, and had borne five 
children by her first husband, but none since. Previously to the last two years, 
she had suffered but little at her menstrual periods ; but since then the pain 
at such times had been intense, and, not unfrequently, shreds of membrane 
had been expelled. The second night after her third marriage, about three 
months before the above date, she was attacked immediately after sexual 
intercourse with a profuse hssmoptysis; and this had repeatedly occurred 
upon any great effort, and generally during or immediately after connection. 
Had never raised blood before, never had suffered from pulmonary disease, 
and did not belong to a phthisical family. 

For a few weeks past she had perceived a sensible swelling in the abdomen ; 
thought herself to be pregnant, and insisted that she could distinguish the 
motions of the child, and that her sensations were precisely such as she had 
always experienced when in this situation. The catanienia, though dimi- 
nished, occurred at each regular period. An examination of the abdomen was 
made through the dress, which, however unsatis&ctory, determined me that she 
was not pregnant ; and so I endeavoured to persuade her, but could not. 

In January, more than six months after I first saw her, I was sent for, and 
found her in bed ; complaining, as she expressed it, of all the symptoms 
which she formerly experienced, when pregnant, and anxiously expecting to 
be confined. Her abdomen was much distended ; there was slight tenderness 
OD deep pressure, and she still insisted that she felt the motions of the child. 
Upon examination of the abdomen, which was loaded with &t, I could de- 
tect no defined firm tumour \ and I could hear no placental murmur, nor the 
sound of the festal heart The areolss were darker, she said, than they ever 
had been in her former pregnancies ; and milk was secreted by the breasts. 
The catamenia had continued to occur regularly since June, though scanty, 
and with great distress. Upon examination per vaginam, I found the neck of 
the uterus not obliterated ; the body was enlarged| and yielded upon pressure, 
8 
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as if no solid substance was contained within it. I again told her that she 
was not pregnant^ gave her a drastic purgative^ which operated freely, and 
visited her for a day or two, daring which she became more comfortable. 

On the 12th of March, supposing herself to be pregnant, I was again sent 
for. I found it was a menstrual period, and that while she was suffering severe 
pain, about a quart of orange-coloured fluid suddenly flowed from the utenu, 
and she supposed the membranes had broken. About two gallons of this fluid 
escaped during the following week \ after which it ceased for a week \ and 
then, during a day and night, a quantity passed, which it was supposed would 
fill an ordinary water-pail. For the last week (April 8th) there has been no 
flowing. A catamenial period is now present, and the pain she has suffered 
for two years is absent \ she experiences no inconvenience, has diminished 
much in size, and weighs about thirty pounds less than she did a week ago. 

AprU 22. — Aqihyxia from Carbonic Acid Gcu. — Dr. Wm. T. Parker. 
Dr. P. was called at 6 A. M. to two female servants, found asphyxiated in their 
sleeping room ; mother and daughter. The daughter was in bed ; and quite dead, 
though her body was still warm and flexible. The mother was found crouched 
down in the comer of the room, most remote from the bed, and under a win- 
dow ; entirely unconscious, and pulseless , extremities cold, pupils dilated and 
sensible, jaws firmly locked, countenance livid, lips pale ; the only sign of 
life being a slight impulse of the heart felt by the hand. Cold water was 
dashed on her face and breast immediately, and caused slight respiration. 
The jaws were forced open, and some rum poured into her mouth excited a 
cough, and power of deglutition. Large sinapisms were applied to the ex- 
tremities, friction was used, and hot brandy and water with infusion of capsi- 
cum was administered. This treatment was continued with a prospect of 
success till 7 A. ]\I., when the coldness seemed to increase, the respiration 
was less distinct, the trifling pulse which had begun to be felt was marked by 
subsultus, general spasms seemed to be commencing, and the abdomen, which 
was at first of natural size, became greatly swollen ; not the least indication 
of consciousness had then appeared. Venesection ^^j- The blood seemed 
very fluid, and respiration became more free, but symptoms of sinking made 
it necessary to tie up the arm. A stimulating enema was now given, causing 
free vomiting with easier respiration, and a thorough alvine evacuation. 
The sinapisms were renewed, and cold water freely poured on the head. This 
treatment was continued perseveringly for three hours, the least relaxation 
of effort causing a return of bad symptoms. At 9 J A. 31. the pupils 
gave indications of sensibility, and the pulse could be felt. At 10 o'clock, 
she could hear, the swelling of the abdomen was gone, and respiration was 
regular. At 12 o'clock, she recognized persons, and during the day she 
gradually recovered. 

The cause of this accident was carbonic acid gas, which escaped from a 
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joint in a furnace floe, which passed through their room (a basement) to the 
chimney ] their bed being directly under the leak, so that the gas was poured 
durectly upon the two women, as water would have been from a spout. The 
daughter was found turned upon her face, which was very dark from the 
settling of the blood. Copious epistaxis had occurred, and the bladder 
had been evacuated ) there was no protrusion of the tongue, but a slight 
contraction of the brow, and post-mortem rigidity soon became strongly 
marked. 

They went to bed at 9 P. M., and the mother remembers that, soon after- 
wards, her daughter complained of headache, and '< a smell of gas,'' and that 
4ie rose and closed the door. 

May 13. — Bxeigion of the HorusonUd part of the Lower Jaw for Malignant 
Diteate. Reported by Dr. J. Mason Warren. — ^The patient was a healthy 
boy, fifteen years old, with no hereditary tendency to malignant disease, so 
fiv as could be ascertained. Two years and a half since, a small red fungous 
tamour made its appearance between the middle incisor teeth of lower jaw. 
^Hiis tumour gradually increased, separating the teeth, and finally involved the 
iriiole depth of the bone. At the time of the operation the lip was much 
pressed outwards, and the cavity of the mouth so encroached upon as mate- 
xially to embarrass the speech and prevent mastication. 

The disease was removed by making an incision through the lip in the 
median line, and extending it as far as the os hyoides. The soft parts being 
dissected from the bone, this was partly sawed through by means of a meta- 
carpal saw, the second bicuspid tooth on either side being removed. The 
ineision through the bone was completed with cutting forceps. 

Before separating the attachments between the jaw and the tongue, a liga- 
ture was passed through the mucous membrane at the base of that organ, in 
order to prevent retraction, an accident that Dr. W. had seen happen in an ope- 
rmtion similar to the present, the patient being saved from suffocation by the 
Bdigeon thrusting his finger down the throat, hooking up the tongue, and 
aeonring it by a ligature. 

In the present instance, there was no disposition in the tongue to retract^ 
bvl, for the sake of precaution, the ligature was passed through the wound, 
and formed one of the sutures which confijaed the edges of the lip when they 
were approximated. 

The portions of jaw removed show the whole bony structure much ex- 
palided and enlarged. On the alveolar edge one bicuspid tooth remained on 
each ffide. On the left side two incisors. The right incisor teeth had disap- 
peared. The right cuspidatus was found deeply buried in the jaw, lying 
diagonally across the root of the bicuspid^AMWiyi having come to the surface. 7u4f€^ 
3nm the expansion of the jaw by the disease, nearly two inches existed be- 
tween the bicuspid tooth of the right side and the incisor of the left. 
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A small portion of the expanded shell of the bone being oat away from the 
internal fiioe of the jaw, exposed a fungoid mass filling the interior. This, on 
being submitted to microscopic examination, presented well-marked canoer- 
oells. 

The disease was limited by the bone, the soft parts in the yioinity exhiUt- 
ing no marks of disease.* 

May 27. — ImperforeUe Anu$ in a Pig, Opening ficm the Redum into the 
Vreihra, — Dr. Jaokson exhibited the specimen sent to the Society by Dr. 
Wm. J. Burnett, with the following history. The subject was a male, one 
of a litter of eight or ten, and was killed when twenty-six days old, haying 
suffered no inconvenience from the malformation, so &r as was known. The 
parts having been removed by Dr. B., there is seen to be no appearance of 
anus, and the rectum, moderately enlarged, terminates near the sur&oe in a 
cul-de-sac The intestine having been inflated and tied, the urethra was oat 
open ; and between one and two inches from the bladder the opening from 
the rectum is seen, perfectly well marked upon the urethral surfiice, and yet 
so small beneath it that the air could not readily be forced through. Exter- 
nally, the communication appeared as a short, dense, rounded cord, half an 
inch or more from the extremity of the intestine. 

One of the other pigs in the same litter had been kiUed four days before^ 
having the anus imperforate, and the abdomen somewhat distended, though 
otherwise it appeared well ; no examination was made of the urethra. The 
rest were weU-formed. In a former litter, however, one of the number was 
reported to have had a common outlet for the rectum and vagina ; showing 
the same tendency to the reproduction of monstrosities at different births that 
is often seen in the human subject. 

Dr. J. alluded to an observation that he had made in the printed catalogue 
of the Society's Cabinet, that in every one of six cases of imperforate anus in 
the nude (human) subject that he had examined, an opening had been found 
from the rectum into the urethra; also to a case of Dr. York's, of which he 
published an account last April in the Botton Med. and Surg. Journal^ and 
in which, after an operation by Dr. T., the child lived eighteen months, the 
feces passing altogether through the opening into the urethra for the last two 
months. 

May 27. — Enchondrtnna offini phalanx of Middle Finger. — ^Dr. J. Mason 
Warren exhibited a cast of the hand, and showed the tumour. The subject at 
the disease was a little girl thirteen yean old. When two years of age, a 



* This patient left the hospital. tMri»<w^pks after the opeiatkm, quite weU. The lateral 
portions of jaw had been hot little drawn together, and coald be approximated with 
the upper jaw so as to allow of the mastication of moderately hard substancea. 
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small hard swelling appeared on the inner side of the first phalanx of middle 
finger. This slowly increased; producing no inconvenience except from its size, 
which more or less interfered with the motion of the hand. 

At the time of the operation the tumour was the size of a small apple, in- 
volving the whole bone of the first phalanx and part of the second. The 
finger was forced out of its place and lay diagonally across the little or ring 
finger. A small tumour of similar description occupied the lower phalanx of 
the forefinger, and one also, a still smaller one, on the ring finger, lying under 
and concealed by the larger tumour. 

The finger was easily removed. The head of the metacarpal bone sawed 
off to allow of the necessary approximation of the edges of the wound. A sec- 
tion of the excised part shows a uniform appearance like the interior of a ripe 
apple. The periphery was somewhat elastic, like the more delicate layer of 
bone or cartilage. A few spioul^ of bone were interspersed through the ^&y 
interior. The shaft of the bone had disappeared. The metacarpal extremity 
remained. 

May 27. — Eiysipelou following VacciwUion — ^This complication does not 
seem to have been observed here before the present season as a grave form of 
disease. Of late, however, cases have multiplied to such an extent, and the 
result has been so often &tal, that many members of the society have refused to 
vaccinate except when it has been absolutely necessary, and have almost 
wholly given up re-vaocination. Erysipelas, as appears by our records, has 
been quite prevalent during the past winter and spring; and small-pox was 
probably never known to exist here as it has during this same period. The 
following cases were reported : — 

I. Case reported by Dr. J. B. S. Jaokson. — An in&nt rix months old was 
subject to intertrigo. The vaccine vesicle was rather imperfect; and on the 
seventh day erysipelas appeared in its neighbourhood, gradually extending over 
the whole extremity, and somewhat to the trunk, but not to the head. Slight 
vesication followed, and an abscess threatened in the hand; one actually ^ 

forming in the axilla. The constitutional symptoms were, for a time, quite 
severe, but the child recovered in about a month. 

In common erysipelas, the same part is not often affected a second time, 
but here there was a recurrence of the inflammation not only once but twice 
after it had fairly subsided. 

n. Case also reported by Dr. Jackbon. — An old man of rather bad habits 
having been revaocinnated, the whole forearm became erysipelatous with 
some vesication, but in a few days was quite well. 

m. Case reported by Dr. Cabot. — ^This being a case rather of diffuse cel- 
lular inflammation than common erysipelas. The patient was a gentleman, 
sixty-nine years of age, who, having been exposed to varioloid, was revaod- 
nated in two places on the 3d of ApriL On the second day, two vesicles had 



formed about the aise of a small {mh'b head^ and there was pain in ihe 
with pain and soreness under the pectoral muscle. On the third day, the 
vesicles had become larger and pustular, and an areola had formed. This last 
extended up and down the arm, and when it got to some distanoe^from the 
points of vaccination, assumed the character of a deep erydpelas ; the pain 
duriug this time being chiefly under the pectoral muscles. In about two 
weeks the inflammation had extended to the hand, and in the course of the 
third week an opening was made about the elbow, from which a considerable 
quantity of sero-purulent fluid was discharged ; the back of the hand being 
opened down to the fiisda a few days afterwards. From the shoulder the 
erirsipelas extended over the whole back, down the right arm to the elbowy 
and somewhat over the abdomen from eadb side ; also across the front of the 
chest, nearly to the right shoulder. The whole duhition of the erysipelas in 
an active form was about seven or eight Sreeks ; neither the head nor lower 
extremitiee were affected ; the areola about the vaccine points subsided, but 
subsequently this sur&ce was attacked with the disease. The suppuration 
about the left shoulder and down the upper extremity has been very exten- 
sive ; the pectoral muscle was separated from the parietes of the chest, and 
the skin of the forearm was so detracted from the subjacent parts that fluids 
thrown in at the elbow would pass out at the back of the hand ; very nume- 
rous openings have been made about the elbow and shoulder for the discharge 
of pus. For about two months the patient was confined to his bed, but for 
the last six or eight weeks he has been fairly convalescent, so that for some 
time past he has been able to ride out daily. The prostration was not so 
great as would having been expected in such a case ; the pulse not rising above 
ninety during the active stage of the inflammation ; there was, however, some 
delirium, with chills, headache and pain in the back. No suppuration occurred, 
except in the parts above alluded to. Amongst the remedies used in this 
case, the application to the surface of the tincture of iodine seemed to be bene- 
ficial, and, still more, the injection into the cavities of this same substance ; 
at first largely diluted with water, but afterwards increased in strength to the 
proportion of equal parts ; the filling up of the cavity in the forearm and the 
restorative process altogether being much accelerated under this treatment^ 
and without any unpleasant consequences. This treatment was adopted at the 
suggestion of Dr. S. Parkman. 

IV. Case reported by Dr. J. Bioelow. — ^The patient was a gentleman, 
about thirty years of age, and having been exposed to the small-pox, was 
revaocinated with several others, from the same virus. Two days afterwards, 
an erysipelatous spot, of the size of a dollar, was discovered around the point 
of vaccination. This spread rapidly in every direction, and at the end of five 
days, had occupied the whole arm from the shoulder to the elbow. At this 
time, several dark spots appeared upon the inside of the arm, which in two 
days were perfectly gangrenous, so that an incision was made five inches in 
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length, without pain. The dough was apporenilj confined to the akin and 
cellular substance^ inasmuch as the muscular power was at no time lost. 
Meanwhile the pulse was quick, and the skin hot, with prostration, headache 
and deliiium. In another week, the erysipelas had extended to the whole 
trunk, half way down the thighs, and to the wrist of the affected arm ; the 
patient being much of the time delirious, or somnolent, and with a pulse of 
120. During the third week, the symptoms were generally aggravated, and 
the cerebral affection increased } there was also a retention of urine, and the 
catheter was required for a fortnight. During this time, however, the slough 
gradually separated, leaving a large, deep ulcer. The patient became con- 
valescent at the end of a month, and slowly .recovered; the ulcer requiring 
another month or more to cicatrize. No other slough formed, excepting two 
small ones upon the lower part of the back. No other person, who was 
vaccinated with the same virus, had any unusual symptoms; but a lady of 
the family, about seven weeks after the vaccination, was attacked with infla- 
mation of the fauces, and tonsils, followed by prostration and delirium, and 
died in a week ; during her sickness, a livid spot, about two inches in 
diameter, appeared over the upper part of the sternum, but this disappeared 
before death. 

' y. This was a case, also reported by Dr. Bioelow, that occurred soon 
afterwards. A healthy child, about five months old was vaccinated, and the 
vesicle went on well till the eighth day, when matter was taken with which 
three others were vaccinated. On the ninth day, the arm became erysipe- 
latous, the inflammation rapidly spreading over the whole trunk; and the child 
died in a few days. All of the patients inoculated from this arm had a 
perfect vesicle, and without any anomalous symptom. 

These two cases were considered by Dr. Bigelow, as conclusive against the 
transmission of erysipelas by vaccination. 

YI. Case reported by Dr. Romans. — The patient was a healthy in&nt, 
about three weeks old. On the eighth day, the vesicle appeared well, and 
matter was taken with which other children were vaccinated, the result 
being in every case successful. On the tenth day, erysipelas appeared below 
the elbow, and extended into the axilla ; the swelling and redness were very 
defined, and the inflammation spread rather more rapidly than is usua^ in the 
adult. Vomiting and diarrhoea came on, and lasted for some days ; and the 
pulse was too quick to be counted. The head and abdomen then became 
affected, and on the ninth day from the invasion of the disease, the scrotum 
sad penis were greatly swollen ; these last were punctured with much relief, 
bat a deep sloughing of the scrotum took place, one and a half inches in 
diameter, and nearly exposing the testicles. The extremities were next 
affected, but in the meantime the child began to improve, and the pulse had 
&llen to 120. On the subsidence of the disease, abscesses formed upon the 
body and limbs beneath the surface, and about the left hip, one that was quite 
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large and deep. This lasft^ is the onlj one that now remains open, and the 
child is fidrly Gonyalesoeat, after a sickness of about three months. 

Dr. Homans also alluded to the case of two lads, in whom the erysipelas 
was followed by extensive suppuration in the axilla ; one of them having 
been vaccinated, and the other re-vaccinated. 

Vll. Dr. Putnam reported a case, in which erysipelas attacked the scalp on 
the fourth day after vaccination ; the patient was a healthy infiuity and the 
inflammation never extended beyond the part first affected ; there was little 
constitutional affection, and the duration of the disease was about a week. 

yni. Dr. Chamning mentioned a case of erysipelas, after vaccination, m 
which the shoulder, axilla and pectoral muscle were involved. Obscure 
disease within the chest, carried off the child. There was no vesication from 
the erysipelas. The scar of vaccination was morbid. Dr. C." had noticed 
several such cases, in which the vaccine disease was irregular and unnatural 
in its course and appearances. He declines vaccinating, and especially 
re-vaccinating. 

It appears from the records of the Society that a &tal case of erysipelaSi 
following re-vaccination, was reported by the late Dr. Greene, as having 
occurred in January, 1846. The patient, a gentleman sixty-six years of age, 
had been vaccinated twenty years before, and re-vaccinated, though without 
success, two or three times since. On Friday, the day after the re-vaccination 
by Dr. Gr., he was seized with chills, nausea and a sense of general uneasiness ; 
and, at the same time, inflammation commenced in the arm, attended with 
heat, redness, and pain. He slept none on the following night, and on the 
next night was attacked with vomiting and purging. The symptoms from 
this time did not become materially worse, however, till the following 
Wednesday, when he complained of pain just below the elbow; and on 
Thursday, a small patch of erysipelas was discovered at this point, whidi 
gradually extended over the arm and chest of the affected side, the infiltration 
of the cellular tissue, keeping about two inches ahead of the redne^. He 
died at ten on Friday evening, a little more than eight days from the time 
of re-vaccination, the erysipelas having extended to within two inches of the 
sternum. 

In regard to the quality of the matter introduced, Dr. G-. remarked that it 
was taken on the eighth day from a perfectly formed vesicle on the arm of a 
perfectly healthy in&nt, bom of healthy parents; that one of his own 
children had been re-vaccinated with the same matter, and also another 
person, in both of which cases, the symptoms and appearances were slight 
Dr. Greene alluded to several other cases, in which unusual redness and pain 
had followed re-vaccination, but which differed in appearance from erysipelas. 
Dr. Warren stated at that time that he had seen one case of erysipelas fol- 
lowing chicken-pox. 
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Ma$f 27.— Xa^auTy with almoti eampUie domre of the Vagina. Case re- 
ported by Br. Putnam — ^A healthy woman, aged thirty, was married at 
aeventeen, never haying menstruated. Two years after marriage had a swell- 
ing in the vagina, which was ponctored by a snrgeon, and a quantity of tarry- 
looking fluid discharged. 

About two years ago, a large ^^lump" formed in the abdomen, causing an 
enlargement as at the sixth month of pregnancy. There were also headache, 
constant flush of the fiice, and dysuria. This enlargement had lasted six 
months, when she began to discharge from the vagina a thick, dark-coloured 
fluid resembling that evacuated ten years before. Within a week, the abdo- 
men was reduced to the natural size, the discharge continued for three weeks, 
and afterward she menstruated regularly until she became pregnant 

On the access of labour there was found an obstruction in the vagina, and 
on the 10th I w|U9 asked to see her. She had been for some hours in active 
labour. On examination, the vagina, within an inch of the external organs, 
was closed by a strong, somewhat yielding membrane. No perforation could 
be detected, though sought for. We decided to do nothing, but await the 
progress of the labour. 

In four hours violent pain came on — ^the septum was distended, and pro- 
truded beyond the external organs. Under this tension three small holes 
were visible, just sufficient to admit the head of a probe, and about one-fourth 
of an inch apart. A bistoury was then introduced, and the three holes lud 
into one. The thickness of the septum was found to be about two lines. A 
gosh of liquor amnii succeeded, and in half an hour the head came down, and 
the child was bom living. 

Coition had from the first been painful, and for the last two years exces- 
sively so. The husband had not been aware of any impediment until within 
the last two years. 1 presume, however, that the malformation was con- 
genital. 

May 27. — Granulaied Livery JaunduXj and Hemorrhage, Case reported 
by Dr. Jackson. — ^The patient, a labouring Irishman, twenty-five years of 
age, entered the hospital on the 2lBt of May, and died in the course of the 
following night. For about a year his skin had been deeply yellow, and the 
urine, he said, looked like blood, his previous health having been good ] de- 
jeetions variable, but sometimes yellow. For about nine months he had 
frequently bled from the nose a^d gums, and often to the amount of a pint. 
Gontinued to work till seven weeks before admission ; and had kept his bed 
for the last ten days, having had some cough, and pain in chest. When 
Been, his pulse was 84, quite irregular, and almost imperceptibly small ; skin 
oool ; general appearance of prostration, but much less than the pulse would 
indicate; some diarrhoea, but no other marked local symptom; no mentionj 
no appearance, of dyspnoMu 
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On dissection^ the tissues were found deeply coloured by bile; some fmooa 
effusion in the peritoneal and two pleural cavities, with oodema of snr&oe; 
some effusion of blood in lower extremities, and beneath the peritoneiim. 
The blood was so thin as to run like water from the veins when they wece 
divided; but it was not very pale, though more so than usual; careful searoii 
was made for coagula in the cavities of the heart and large vessels, but scaioely 
a trace could be found. The cavity of the pericardium contained three pints of 
blood similar to that just described ; and upon the surface of the heart was a 
deposit of fibrin, which was evidently the result of inflammation. The granm- 
lated structure of the liver was very strongly marked, and this organ, whiflh 
was shown, was of a deep grass- green colour throughout—showing the inappli- 
cability of the term cirrhosis. Spleen enlarged as it ofben is with this disease 
of the liver; weight fourteen ounces. 

Dr. Jackson remarked upon the fluid state of the blood, and as a conse- 
quence, the frequent occurrence of hemorrhage, in cases of jaundice, whetber 
disease of the liver existed or not; this change in the quality of the Uood 
being probably due to the alkaline property of the bile. He also alluded to 
a case that he saw with Dr. Gordon a few months ago; the patient died from 
hssmatcmesis, having had jaundice for some weeks, with hemorrhage into the 
integuments, and from some of the internal organs. v ■ ■' j 

June 10. — Hemorrluxge from the Urethra. Case reported by Dr. RuBSELL. 
^The patient was a gentleman about the middle period of life, and the &ther 
of several children. Having been absent upon a journey for two or three 
days, he returned home late in the evening, and immediately after sexual 
intercourse the hemorrhage occurred, amounting to a pint, so &r as could be 
estimated. The excitement was no more than usual, and he had never befine 
experienced such an effect. For two or three days he was left quite feebky 
but with no signs of local irritation. 

June 24. — Tumour within the Orbit. Case reported by Dr. HooPEB. — ^A 
young man, twenty years of ago, was first seen by Dr. H. last October. The 
left eye was then protruded apparently by a tumour behind it ; the vision was 
scarcely impaired, and there was no pain except on taking cold. The pro- 
trusion began three years before after a severe cold, and increased gradually 
for eighteen months, but had been about stationary for the last six. In Nik 
vember, he left the Infirmary, not relieved; and on the 7th of last June was 
re-admitted. The eye was then enormously protruded, and there was added 
to this a mass of chcmosis, which gave the patient a frightful appearanee. 
There was also pain, with entire loss of vision. The organ having been re- 
moved, he was discharged on the 25th of June, doing well. 

On examination, the eye itself appears sufficiently healthy. The tumooTi 
which wtis situated deep in the orbit, and was divided by Dr. H. in removing 
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the mass, is loosely connected with the globe of the eye, aboat equal in siie 
to the globe itself, well defined, of rather a soft fleshy consistence, and pre- 
senting a uniform partially organised appearance 3 and on microscopical exami- 
naticm, proved to be malignant 

June 24. — McdignatU Growth mihin ike Globe of the Eye, Case reported 

by Dr. Hooper. — ^Mrs. = — s&t. about thirty-five; woman of feeble 

health ) married several years ; has had no children ; has suffered during the 
list two years from constant uneasiness and occasional severe pain in right 
eye. When first seen two years ago there was complete loss of vision, the 
aelerotica bulging out at the upper and inner part ; injection of conjunctiva ; 
oomea transparent. During the two years, pain has been severe at times, but 
relieved by leeches to temple, and by puncturing the globe at the place of 
protrusion; a straw-coloured fluid followed the puncture until within the last 
few weeks, when no fluid has escaped, and there has been no relief from the 
patient's suffering, which is excessive. 

To-day, the patient being under the influence of sulphuric ether, I removed 
the eye. Very little hemorrhage occurred. No dressing but a compress wet 
in cold water laid on the eyelids July 1. The patient has been comfortable 
ever since the operation ; is now down stairs. Jtdy 31. Patient stiU doing 
well as far as the seat of disease in orbit is concerned, but has had some dis- 
ease in the abdominal region. 

■On examination, the eye is moderately enlarged ; the bulging above noticed 
being quite marked. Cavity of the sclerotic about two-thirds filled by a 
nearly uniform, whitish, soft solid, well-defined substance, which the micro- 
ioope shows unequivocally to be carcinomatous. The remainder of the cavity 
18 free ; and the different tissues, where not involved in the disease, appear to 
be healthy. The sclerotic, also, so fiir as seen in a single incision appears 
healthy ; and to some extent the choroid coat can be traced between it and 
the diseased mass. 

June 24. — Dxdocation of Femur reduced on Sixty-eighth day, by JaroU Sur* 
y/ked Adju$Ur. Case reported by Dr. Josiah Crosby, of Manchester, N. H.— 
Qd the 16th of January, 1849, Mr. P. of W., N. H., aged fifty-six, muscular, 
weij^ing about 180 pounds, of intemperate habits, was thrown from a sleigh 
and dislocated the left hip. Six weeks passed before the nature of the injiuy 
understood, and more than three weeks afterwards before any attempt 
made to reduce it. 

On the sixty-eighth day of the dislocation, I saw the patient for the first 
time — ^found him lying in bed with all the diagnostic signs of dislocation of 
the head of the femur upwards and backwards; limbs, below the natural tem- 
peimtore, purple, csdematous, and shortened from three to four inches. Al- 
though the case seemed almost hopeless, it was agreed that an effort at reduo- 
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tion should be mzde, and Jarm£ Adputer was acoordinglj applied. Befbie 
eztensioQ was commenoedy an attempt was made to bring the patient under 
the influence of chloroform, but it was soon abandoned on aooount of viokni 
spasms which were produced by it, and the operation was done without the 
aid of this powerful agent. The extension was continued, gradually increas- 
ing the power, for nearly twenty-four hours, when by a little rotation of the 
limb, the head of the bone was brought into the socket with a snap audible to 
the bystanders. 

The hand of an assistant was placed on the trochanter while flezion and 
slight rotation were given to the limb, to see if the leg would remain at full 
length and in the right position. Everything proving satis&ctory, the patient 
was laid in bed, and a bandage applied about the hips to guard against aoei- 
dente from motion. 

Dr. C. remarked that in the report on Surgery to the National Medical 
Association for 1849, the chairman of that committee ^ves an un&vourahle 
opinion for himself and Prof. Pope of the St. Louis University, in regard to 
the '' Adjuster," but that no statistics were given on which this opinion is 
founded. He was of opinion that an instrument of so much power and of 
so varied application deserves a fair trial, and that by this test its charaflter 
should be fixed. 

July 8. — New Operation in case^ of Effusion into the Oavity of the Chettr^ 
Dr. BowDiTOH regretted that the lateness of the hour would prevent him 
from giving a detailed account of some cases that he had seen, where very ex- 
cellent results had followed upon the puncture of the chest in which large 
efifusions existed. He would, however, show an instrument which he had had 
made after the model of one used by Dr. Morrill Wyman, of Cambridge. It 
consisted simply of a brass suction-pump, arranged without valves after the 
stop-cock fashion. There were two apertures, one for suction and the other for a 
discharge pipe, and by turning the piston pipe ninety degrees, one or the 
other of these apertures was opened. An exploring canula was arranged so 
as to fit tightly into the suction aperture ; and having been introduced into 
the chest, the suction could be applied immediately, and all the fluid usually 
discharged, without any change of the apparatus, save the turning of the piston- 
pipe, above described, in order to discharge the fluid when the barrel was fiilL 

Dr. B. had seen the operation performed five times during the last three 
months. All the patients were immediately more or less relieved, two had 
tubercles at the time, one of whom has since died. Two cases were perfeottj 
successful, the patients being, at the time of the operation, very ill, with 
pulse over 120, night sweats, &c. One recently operated on with the great- 
est relief was still under treatment. Finally, he knew of one case treated bj 
Dr. Wyman, who is now well, and who undoubtedly would have died had the 
operation not been performed. 
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The pun of this opentioii is, oomporativelj speaking, nothing, and the pa- 
tients are generally not at all troubled by it The woond, of eoorse, closes 
instantly on the removal of the oanula, and no air can enter the chest while 
the apparatus is in operation. 

Dr. Bowditch oondnded by remarking that operations had been done from 
time immemorial, upon the chest in cases of effusion, but he believed that they 
were generally considered as a last resort In Guy's Hospital Eeports, oases 
are given of the use of the trocar, but Dr. B. believed that to Dr. Wyman 
was due the credit of having first proposed the use of the ex^piUmng canvla 
fBiih nustum applied thereto. 

Dr. Bowditch has arrived at the following conclusions : — 

1st The operation is perfectly simple, but slightly painful, and can be 
done with ease upon any patient in however advanced a stage of disease. 

2dly. It should be performed forthwith in itU cases in which there is a com- 
plete filling up of one side of the chest. 

8dly. Dr. B. had determined to use it in any case of even moderaie effusion 
lasting more than a few weeks, and in which there should seem to be an in- 
disposition to yield to the ordinary modes of treatment 

4thly. Dr. B. would urge the practice of puncturing in this way upon the 
medical profession as a very important measure in practical medicine; for he 
believed that, by this method, death may be frequently prevented from ensu- 
ing either from sudden attacks of dyspnoea or subsequent phthisis, or, finally, 
MB in two cases he had seen, from the gradual wearing out of the powers of 
life from inability to absorb the fluid, even when all the oi^gans, save the 
pleura of the affected side, were healthy. 

5thly. Dr. B. was likewise inclined to the belief that this operation if gene- 
rally adopted would sometimes prevent the occurrence of those very tedious 
eases of spontaneous evacuation of purulent fluid, and those great contractions 
of the chest that occur after long-continued effusion and the subsequent dis- 
oharge or absorption of a fluid. 

Jufy 22.— Contraction of the Fauces, the result of Old Ulceration,'^^ 
eimen sent to the Society by Dr. J. S. Jones, and exhibited by Dr. Jackson, 
who gave the following history of the case. 

The patient, an Irishwoman, aged 37 years, entered the Massachusetts Oene- 
ral Hospital, on the seventh of June, with what appeared to be a syphilitic 
uloenition upon the leg ; which having cicatrized, she was discharged on the 
12th of July. 

live years ago, ^she was attacked with ulceration, which destroyed the 
greater part of the soft palate and tonsils; this having only recently cica- 
triied, and being still liable to break out. Denied any syphilitic taint, and 
eould assign no cause for the disease ; her health having previously been good, 
j^^tite good, and she was well nourished ; took solid food as well as liquid, 
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and was no longer at the table than the other patients. Had no difficolty of 
deglutition, though she would sometimes choke when asleep. Breathing at 
all times somewhat laboured, and more or less stertorous; particularly on 
exertion. Voice sufficiently loud, and not hoarse, though hollow and peculiar; 
when about to speak, she would take in a full inspiration, and speak as long 
as she expired. 

Patient died five or six days after leaving the hospital, in consequence of 
brutal treatment, which she had received from her husband ; and, on disseo- 
tion, there was found acute pneumonia, but no other disease except about the 
throat. 

The contraction is such, that a large catheter would hardly pass from the 
mouth into the pharynx ; the parts being thickened and condensed, but per* 
fectly cicatrised. The remains of the soft palate on each side, and the whole 
of the epiglottis, so far as can be seen without cutting the stricture entirely 
through, are closely and strongly adherent to the base of the tongue. The 
rima glottidis also adheres extensively to the pharynx ; and what should be a 
mere indentation between the two lips of the glottis, has come, by the traction 
that has been exercised upon the parts, to be a long and deep fissure. 

One other case of similar contraction of the &uces may be seen in the 
Cabinet of the Society. 

Jufj/ 22. — Neuralgia of 18 yean^ standing cured hy an operation. Case 
reported by Dr. Buoiounster Brown. — Mrs. B. had suffered for eighteen 
years from pain and tenderness of the thumb of the left hand. She could 
not trace it to any injury. About a year previous to my seeing her, she had 
had a severe labour, and had miscarried at the eighth month. From that 
time, the pain and tenderness had increased to an alarming degree. 

The tenderness of the part above the second joint was at this time exquisite, 
and the pain was extreme both night and day, with but rare and irregular inters 
missions. It commenced in the neighbourhood of the internal comer of the 
root of the nail, and extended up the side of the thumb, through the hand 
up the arm to the shoulder, and terminated in the back of the neck, and was 
reflected on to the breast. If the thumb received an accidental knock, the 
whole arm would be convulseil, and the pain become so intense as to produce 
faintness. During these paroxysms, she described the arm as assuming a blue 
appearance. 

On examining the thumb, I found it somewhat swollen, and a slight degree 
of blueuess around and boucath the nail, and that in additiou to the excessive 
tenderness of the thuiub, there was a considerable degree of soreness along 
the course of the median nerve. There was no marked tenderness of any 
of the dorsal or ccr\'ical vortebnc. Thinking, however, that it was possible 
the difficulty arose from some irritation or inflamuiiition about the roots of the 
nerves, the treatment was commenced by applying a blister to the spine, at 
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the point indicated. This was kept open with an initatmg ointment, and 
sprinkled every seeond night with snlf^ morph., and a cathartic was ^ven 
erery second day. About the same time, she took carb. ferri two or three 
times a<hiy. 

For two or three days after commencing this treatment, the pain in the 
ann was increased. Antimonial ointment was robbed along the course of the 
nerve. The tenderness in the arm gradually decreased, but continued about 
the same in Uie thumb. Loedies were now applied to the dorsal region 
whmh afforded very considerable temp(»ary relief. 

The pain and tenderness, however, returning to its fullest extent^ a blister 
applied to the thumb itself, entirely enveloping it, and this when dressed, 
sprinkled with morphia. A small abscess formed on one side of the 
thumb ; this was opened and touched on its internal surface with lunar caustic. 

The Uiumb was now decidedly less sensitive. During treatment, she took 
extract of conium, in gradually increasing doses, but without any essential 
improvement in the symptoms. As the dead skin peeled off, and the new 
fbnned, the sensitiveness returned, and the pain became as severe as ever. 

As the list of remedies from which I thought there was any chance of 
deriving benefit was now about exhausted, I decided to excise a portion of the 
iotemal digital nerve of the thumb, as it was in the ramifications of this 
nerve around the root of the nail and side of the thumb that the disease 
appeared to be seated. This was done December 18th, with the assistance of 
Drs. J. M. Warren and Morland. 

The patient being etherized, an incision was made from the internal meta- 
tarsal head of the first phalanx of the thumb, to the internal tuberosity of the 
phalanx, about one inch and a third in length. A dissection was then made 
to the bone, and without much difficulty the nerve was seized, and a piece about 
one inch and one-third in length was removed. The thumb had always been so 
exquisitely sensitive that I had never been able to make a satisfactory exami- 
nation until she was under the influence of ether. The next day, the 
extremity of the thumb was still very painful and sensitive ; but there was no 
pain or tenderness below the place operated upon, or down that side of the 
thumb, which before had been the spot the most painful and susceptible. 
So fiur as this branch was concerned, the operation was of course successful. 
The relief, however, was not so complete as had been hoped, and a con- 
nderable degree of pain and susceptibility still continuing through the winter, 
another operation was decided upon. The patient being again etherized, a 
puncture was made above the most sensitive spot just clearing the joint. A 
long thin knife was then introduced anteriorly and posteriorly, and all the 
parts from the skin to the bone thoroughly divided ; thus semi-girdliug the 
thumb, another puncture was made on the other side, and the same operation 
repeated. 

March \Zik, The last operation has been attended with complete success. 
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The extremity of the thumb below the incision^ that is, belov the seoond joint, 
iB perfectly numb, and there is no pain in the thumb or hand. 

Ajpril 16^. Mrs. B. has had no xetom of pain in the thumb or hand, 
and all that remains to remind her of eighteen years of suflbring is a dighi 
shooting pain across the chest at distant intenralsy on exposure to odd, &c. 

A case somewhat similar to the above is on record^ in which the disease 
was also in the thumb, and was the consequence of a puncture from a sho^ 
maker's awl. In this case, the diseased nerve was cut down upoDi and a 
small tubercle (neuroma) was found and removed with the nerve, to which il 
was attached, and of which it formed a part The operation was attended 
with success. In the case above related, no tubercle was discovered. F^ 
vious to the last-mentioned operation upon Mrs. R., I was not aware thiftthis 
method of operating, by destroying all the nerves that go to a part^ had trer 
been followed. I have since learned that Dr. J. C. Warren had many yaan 
before operated in a similar manner, and with a like successful result. ^ 

t 
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Jufy 22.~^Acitk Laryngitis compUcated ioUk Infiammatton of tlte ntlh- 
mucous Cdlular Timme of the I^ucbea, Dr. BuGKitfiNSTEB Brown reported 
the case. — ^The padent was a labouring man, forty-five years of age. Was 
eaUed to him March 28th. On the Tuesday previonSy he had been all 
day exposed to a heavy snow storm, while at work on one of the wharves. 
The snow penetrated between his coat collar and neck, so that the sides of his 
neck and throat were kept cold and wet throughout the day. At night he 
bad a aavere chill, and had a succession of chills and rigors until morning. 
It was impossible to warm him; he had had a cough all winter, and this still 
tsonlded him. When first seen by me, which waa not until Thursday eve, 
he wag Buffering from extreme pain in the right side of his neck, extending 
from the angle of the jaw down to the sternum, shoulder and chest. There 
waf^an evident swelling from the lower edge of the maxillaiy bone to the 
divide. This part was very sensitive to the touch. He was purged by 
lel and jalap, and a mustard plaster applied to the throat. This i^orded 
considerable relief, and in the course of the next day, the pain left this 
of the throat, and attacked the opposite. Here the suffering and tender- 
were also very great, and the respiration became affected. Leeches were 
L, the mustard plaster repeated, and in the course of the disease, the 
mt was bled, but without relief. The patient was seen by Dr. Francis H. 
and Dr. J. B. Brown. Bespiration was now very laboured, and accom- 
by a groan at each effort. Pulse 92. Percussion was good all over the 
When told to take a frdl inspiration, the respiratory murmur through- 
it was perfect, but the moment the voluntary exertion ceased the patient 
[•earned much exhausted, and sank into a doie. Not the least sound could 
{then be heard; respiration appeared to be entirely suspended, and it was evi- 
dent that no appreciable amount of air was admitted into the lungs. This 
of itself sufficient to point out the seat of the disease. This phenomenon 
so striking that it forcibly reminded me of the similar effect which would 
be produced by a paralyras of the involuntary muscles of respiration, the lungs 
being expanded only when the voluntary muscles were called into action. 

On the 4th day of my attendance, I discovered an ulceration of the left 
tonsil; this was the first visible sign of disease on the inside of the throat. 
There had been, on previous examinations, but slight indications of inflamma- 
tioii existing about the firaoes. He expectorated a considerable quantity of 
thick, viscid mucus, and some pus. Both sides were now greatly swollen 
externally. Deglutition neither obstructed, nor greatly painful ; could swallow 
pills without difficulty. 

On the 5th, all the symptoms aggravated, countenance cxprcssiDg extreme 
anxiety, pulse 160, fluttering, irregular. Died at 10 A.M. 

Post-mortem examination at 9 next morning. The lungs, heart, and all 
the organs coif|ained within the chest and abdomen, perfectly healthy. In 
di0eoti<m, there was found intense inflammation over the whole internal sur- 
flwe of the larynx and trachea, with some effusion of lymph. 
9 
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Sept. 9.— Cbrctnoma of large Intaime; opening mio Ae JefunuoL — Dr. 
Jackson reported the case, of which he had recently made the examination.—- 
The patient was a man 68 years of age, and bad been nnder the care of Br. 
Jeffries for about four months ; having been ailbg somewhat fior a short time 
before. When first seen, he had a large knobbed tumor below the left hypo- 
chondrium; which was probably owing to fecal accumulation in the colon; 
this gradually diminished, and for the last six weeks was not felt • Gnat pain, 
with dejections ; tenesmus ; and towards the last, discharges of blood, with 
vomiting of the same. Complete anorexia for some time before death. Pa- 
tient confined to his room from the first of his sickness, and to his bed fiir 
about six weeks ; becoming much reduced, and extremely emaciated. Caw 
diagnosticated by Dr. Jefiries as one of cancer of the intestine. 

On dissection, a diseased mass was found, about as large as the fist, at the 
angle which the arch of the colon makes with the descending portion ; tbe 
entire calibre of the intestine being destroyed to the extent of finir or five 
inches, and presenting upon the inner sur&oe an exceedingly iiT^;nlar, fiml, 
blackish surfiioe. In the midst of this last, and insulated, as it were, waa a 
portion of perfectly healthy intestine, more than three inches in length, and 
towards two inches in width ; the edges only being diseased ; from the deva* 
lopment of the valvulso conniventes, this was seen to be a portion of the anudl 
intestine. Externally the jejunum adhered, just beyond the mesooolao, to 
the diseased colon, and it appeared like an ordinary though very close adhesion ; 
yet nearly or quite one-half of the calibre of the small intestine was destroyed 
to the extent to which it adhered. The foul cavity, then, above referred to, 
had a free opening, above and below, firom the small as well as frxmi the large 
intestine. About this cavity was a considerable quantity of soft, cmmbling 
enccphaloid substanoe, not perfectly opaque, but having some resemblance to 
a decayed pear. The other oigans were quite healthy. Dr. J. remarked 
upon these local, circumscribed, carcinomatous affections, not merely in the 
rectum but along the course of the colon, as of not very rare occurrence. 

Sqti, 0. — Tracheoiimy for (Edema of the GluttU.^-'Dt, S. PAaKXAH 
had recently performed this operation, on a man thirty-two years of age, who 
reported that he had been suffering from dyspnooa for seven weeks. On his 
entrance into the hospital, the dyspnoea and dysphagia were extreme ; most 
of the fluids attempted to be swallowed returning through the nostrils. The 
fauces presented extensive cicatrices of syphilitic ulceration, which had 
destroyed the pendulous palate and the pillars of the isthmus. By the 
finger the epiglottis was felt swollen, and there was a sensation as if it were 
ulceratini. In the front of the larynx there was a small abscen dischaipi^ 
pus. There being no relief firom the remedies employed, of which canterixa- 
tion with nitrate of silver was the most active, and death appearing imminent, 
tracheotomy was performed, and a tube inserted. The relief was immediate, 
and the patient at once fell asleep, and remained so for eight or ten houit. 
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The relief was not pennanciit, and the patient died with symptoms of pneu- 
monia of both langS; on the second day after the operation. The larynx, 
examined after death, presented some oedema, but the cause of the dyspnoea 
was seen in the thickening of the epiglottis and the edges of the glottis, from 
long inflammation. There was pneumonia of both lower lobes. 

Sept. 23. — Melanosis of the Et/dnxU. Case reported by Dr. Bethune. — 
The patient, a gardener, thirty-six years of age, had enjoyed good health till 
within sixteen months. After being wet on one occasion, was attacked with 
pain through left eye and back of head, with redness and soreness of the 
organ. This continued from time to time gradually affecting the sight. No 
▼ision for six months. Six months ago the ball gave way and began to swell. 
This has constantly increased from that time. Right eye well. The globe of 
left eye disorganized and projecting between lids, of the size of a small 
apple; red, firm, and covered at lower part with dry, everted conjunctiva 
lining lower lid, at points thick and loose; around inner edge of orbit, above 
and below is felt a firm irregular mass. 

The specimen, after removal, presented the following appearances — an ovoid 
mass somewhat knobbed upon the surface, as is usual in this disease. An in- 
cision having been made through the mass antero-posteriorly, it measured upon 
the cut surface, in this direction, a trifle over one and three-quarter inches, 
and, transversely, one and a quarter inches. The outline of the globe of the 
eje upon this surface was perfectly distinct, the sclerotic coat upon one side 
being entire and in appearance sufficiently healthy ; upon the opposite side 
this tunic had disappeared, but the outline of the globe was not the less defined. 
Form of the globe altered, though there was no enlargement ; cavity com- 
pletely filled by a uniform black, melanotic mass ; nothing seen of the lens 
nor anterior chamber ; a trace of the cornea, however, was observable. Imme- 
diately external to the globe was a large mass exactly resembling that which 
fills the globe itself. The remainder of the diseased mass, constituting a ma- 
jority of the whole, varied much in color ; a part of it consisting of a uniform, 
' dose, compact white structure without any trace of discoloration, by fur the 
greater part, however, being more or less gray and passing almost gradually 
into black ; the consistence of this colored portion also being rather firm, or at 
least solid ; these differently colored portions showed no tendency to intermix, 
but seemed almost composed of distinct globules. No fat within the mass, 
and none of the usual appearances of encephaloid. 

By the growth of the mass within the orbit, the eye was pushed forward, so 
that the distance from the posterior extremity of the tumor to that of the 
globe of the eye measured one and a quarter inches, and this would be the 
extent to which the optic nerve, if it any longer existed, would have been drawn 
out. The incision was carried through what seemed to have been the course 
of the nerve, but the latter as such could nowhere be distinctly seen. 

Dr. Bethune remarked that this was the third case of melanosis and fifth 
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of cancerous disease of the eye in which ho had operated. IhiB was the 
youngest patient he had seen with the disease. 

Sfipt. 2^,^^Ca$eof an Affection of the Olfactory Kerve^wiiktoUd Ion of SnuU 
and Taste; with remarks upon (heprobahle identity of these two $en$e$. Bead 
before the Society by Dr. KNEELAND.^The patient was an American woman 
ast forty-seven, married, and the mother of several children; of strictly tem- 
perate habits ; haa worked hard all her life, but has generally enjoyed excel- 
lent health. From a child has been subject to pain in the prsecordial region^ 
accompanied with dyspnoea and palpitations, for which her physician ordered 
her to smoke tobacco, which habit she has at the present time. 

In February, 1848, she lived in a damp cellar in Southao St, where I saw 
her, suffering apparently from mere debility and fatigue from too hard woick; 
she took no medicine ; removal to a better room and a little wine soon re- 
stored her. Just before her removal, she, with the rest of the family, partook 
freely of very gross food, which made theni all sick ; after free vomiting they 
all recovered. She remarked to me that nothing ever tasted better to her in 
her life than that meal ; but from that day to the present, a period of two 
and a half years, she has never had the slightest sense of smell or taste (pro- 
perly so-called). 

From her complainiiig chiefly of loss of taste, I examined the branches of 
tlie fifth pair of nerves in the order of their distribution, expecting to find the 
lingual nerve, the so-called sjiccial nerve of taste, principally affected. 

Motion of all parts of the face and mouth was perfect The fifth pair going 
to the e^'os, nose, ears, and tongue, has more or less influence on the senses 
connected with these organs. But the sensation of the globe of the eye and 
eyelids was perfect; no dryness of conjunctiva) and no inflammation of the 
eye. No symptoms to indicate any affection of the ophthalmic branch of the 
fifth pair. 

There was no dryness of the pituitary membrane ; common sensation of the 
nose perfect, both iutornall}' and externally; a foreign body, snuff, &c., excites 
sneezing as in any one else. Still she cannot in the least perceive the strongest % 
odours, as ether, a(]ua ammoniac ; these cause an unpleasant sensation, a tick- 
ling or a burning, but no sensation of sipcll ; she cannot distinguish ammonia 
from water except by the general sensation of the membrane, so that hero the 
fifth nerve is not at fault, but the olfactory nerve. 

Hearing unaffected ; sens;ition of ear perfect. In the tongue, from tip to 
base, common sensation unaffecteil ; alsv> on gums and whole buccal cavity ; 
motion of tongue |K'rfect ; gums sound ; deglutition unaffected. No sense of 
taste in any ^>ortion of tongue, at tip or Iki80 ; can distinguish between cold 
and hot drinks ; can tell greasy substances by the slippery feeling, but cannot 
distinguish butter from lanl or tallow ; can toll sjilt fivui sugar by the different 
sensations prvKluivd ; cannot distinguinh molassi's fnau honey ; and cannot 
taste the smoke of her pipe. 
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SeiVHitiQii of £Euse eyeiywliere perfect 

From tlieae negatiye ajmj^tomB, and the fact that tactile sensibility in the 
whole of the tongoe is perfect it is evident that the fifth pair of nerves is un- 
affected, and that the whole trouble must be re&rred to the olfactory nerve. 

Here is proof enough that the sense of taste is in a great measure equivalent 
to the sense of smell. By simply holding tiie nose and preventing the en- 
trance of air by it, sapid substances applied to the tongue are no more tasted 
than they were by this patient Thus I found thail could not distinguish the 
highest flavored perfumes from simple alcohol or ether, when applied to the 
tongue, when the nose was closed ; laudanum and paregoric were the same ; 
the poorest cake was as agreeable as the richest ; but all the odour, or what is 
generally called tastCy was immediately perceived on allowing air to pass 
through the nose. To all intents and purposes, any one can thus destroy his 
sense of taste at wilL 

niinking that smoking might have in part caused the affection of the ol&o- 
tory nerve, she left it off, though with no relief; she had never passed the 
smoke through her nose, and she had never taken snuff. 

About two years after the commencement of this affection, she had a most 
violent attack of hysteria, simulating almost every disease, consequent, I think, 
on the disorder of the system usually attending the cessation of the menstrual 
fimction. No particular treatment was directed to the organ of smell, except 
a aingle application of electro-magnetism. 

I have been led from the above case to the conclusions that there is no 
tpecud nerve of taste ; that all our perception of the flavour of substances 
applied to the tongue is due to the sense of smell and the action of the olfaO- 
iory nerve \ that what has been called ftuto, perceived on the anterior part 
of the tongue by the lingual nerve, and on the posterior part by the glosso*' 
pharyngeal, is nothing but a general sensation of the same nature as ordinary 
touch. 

That the lingual branch of the tri&cial nerve has no title to the appellation 

of gustatory nerve" any more than has the glosso-pharyngeal; and that neither 

moi these has any more to do with the sense of iasU than have the branches of 

tbe fifth pair, which give ordinary sensation to the nose with the sense of 

That division of the lingual and glosso-pharyngeal nerves impairs the sense 
of taste by destroying the general sensation of the mucous membrane, just as 
division of the fifth pair impairs the sense of smell by affecting the sensi- 
bility, secretion, and nutrition of the Schneiderian membrane. Finally, that 
the dfitctory nerve is the nerve of smell and taste, while the lingual and glosso- 
pharyngeal nerves are nerves of common sensation of the tongue, as far as 
taste is concerned. 

It has been objected to this conclusion that taste accompanies a congenital 
absence of smell, and that acute taste sometimes exists in persons deprived of 
smelL . In the case alluded to, there was complete loss of smell and complete 
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loss of taste as &r as the flavour of bodies was concerned ; the poirer 
gcdshing hot from cold, acid from sweety &c., was thought to be owing to the 
fbot that the common sensibility of the tongue^ depending on the lingaal 
branch of the fifth pair, was nnafiected. 

Experiments of physiologists are quite contradictory in this matter of fiie 
nenre of taste. Ftoizza pretends that the hypoglossal and lingoal nerras 
may be divided, destroying the motions and sensibility of the tongoe, while 
taste remains ] and that section of the glosso-pharyngeal totally destroys taste, 
without affecting motion or senability. 

Boerhaave ascribes taste to the hypoglossal nerve; Charles Bell and Magsndie 
to the lingual. Others have placed it in the lingual and glosso-pharyngeal, tbe 
former presiding over the anterior, the latter over the posterior portion; some 
have limited it in one place, some in another. If authority were to carry tlie 
day, the glosso-pharyngeal, supplying the base of the tongue, where taste is 
strongest, has more claims to be called gustatory nerve than has the Kngoal. 

The common sensibility of the tongue enables us to perceive many quali- 
ties of bodies, which combined, and actmg on an organ highly acute, natinallj 
or from education, may produce impressions easily mistaken for true tatte^ 
which perceives the flavour of bodies : thus, heat and cold, consistency, torrm^ 
sisc, chemical and mechanical action of bodies, are perceived by the oommon 
touch of the tongue. It is no special sense of taste which acts here, bat a 
peculiar modification of common touch, to suit the structure' and use of the 
tongue. Wo see examples in the following, which no one will call special 
sense, or anything but a variety of ordinary sensibility. We have in the ends 
of the fingers a delicacy and peculiarity of touch existing in no other part of 
the body ; yet no special sense. This is still more remarkable in the flying 
membrane of the bat, whose sensibility supplies the deficiency of diurnal 
vision ; yet no special sense. The glans penis is the seat of peculiar sensationSy 
but has no special sense. The sensation of being tickled is another modification 
of ct^mmon sensibility existing in parts where touch is very dull. If these 
modifications of common sensibility are found vnthout special nerves, there is 
no difficulty in comprehending that the tongue may also be the seat of a similar \ ' 
modification, without invoking the aid of a special senscy or calling its lingual 
nerve of common sensation tho gustatory nerve ; and no difficulty in allowing 
that the only sjM>cial nen-e concerned in taste, or the perception of flavours, is 
the Mtrtiiry nerve. 

IVstr\\v the fint pair of nerves^ and the Sohnciderian membrane is still 
sensible to irritating vapi>uw by the sensory branches of the fifth pair; and at 
tho same time, tho tongue is sensible to similar irritant^ by the lingual branch 
of the fifth pair, vrhilo the flavour of bodies is no longer perteived. Now, as 
v\an^ful an oxjvrimontora* Magendio maintniniHl that the souse of smell resided 
in the branches of tho fifth pair, bocauw cM«mon sensation ivmained after 
dostnwtion of the first pair : may it not K\ then, that the ^vcalled case or 
cases in which taste is saivi to exist whew tho souse of smell is Icwt, are in 
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retlity only examples of the lemuning common eeMXInUty depending on the 
fifth pair^ and not of true tatte. If it be said that the sensations are too acute 
to be referred to eommon sensation, it may be replied that, as the common 
sensation in the ends of ^e blind man's fingers may be so educated as to 
enable him to distinguish eren the ocHon of bodies (without the necessity of 
sappodng an eye in the finger's end), so the common sensation of the tongue, 
in a person deprived of smell and taste, may be so educated as to perceive 
many qualities of bodies imperceptible by common tongues, and so allow him 
what he may consider an acute taste, without the necessity of supposing a 
special sense of taste in his lingual nerves : the blind man's fingers perceive 
no light, yet they recognize the property of a surface which will reflect one 
ray, while it absorbs all the rest, thus enabling him to distinguish colors ; the 
tongue, in the absence of smell, perceives not the sapid qualities of bodies, yet 
by experience can connect (perhaps involuntarily, and in spite of the indi- 
vidual) certain irritating or other properties with substances known to possess 
corresponding flavours; the former has, to all intents and purposes, right; the 
latter toMte. Some cases of alleged existence of taste with loss of smell 
may depend on obstruction to the entrance of air by the nose, anteriorly, by 
polypus or other tumours, &o., while odours from the mouth, or the flavour of 
food, may be normally perceived by a sound ol&ctory nerve, as taste is the 
strongest at the base of the tongue, where odours readily can reach the nose. In 
cases of oon^entifa/ anosmia, we have no standard of comparison which will enable 
us to judge of the acuteness of taste; never having had the sense of smell, or 
the perception of flavours, the common sensibility of the tongue can alone be 
brought into play ; whether such individuals have taste, as those do who can 
smeU, neither they nor we can determine. 

There is no reason to believe that the sense of smell is of less consequence 
to man than it is to animals, in the choice of food. It is the fineness of the 
sense of smell in carnivorous fishes, reptiles, birds, and beasts, which guides 
them in their choice of food; even savage man, more exposed than his civil- 
ixed brother, has the sense of smell uncommonly acute ; animals distinguish 
by their nose, and man by his tongue, the qualities of food fit for them ; but 
both by the olfactory nerve. The ruminantia and rodentia, peculiarly exposed 
to noxious plants as food, have, in the greatest perfection, an organ connected 
with the nose, which is wanting in man ; this is the glandular organ described 
by Jacobson, situated on the fioor of the nostrils, communicating with the 
mouth, and freely supplied by branches of the first pair ; this, according to 
Cuvier, enables them to distinguish by tmcll the poisonous properties of 
plants. 

Allowing that taste is smell, and depends on the first pair of nerves, we can 
easily understand why the tongue should be supplied by the lingual and the 
glosso-pharyngeal nerves. Man, savage or civilized, is liable to eat many 
things, whose odour might be agreeable, and yet which might prove hurtful. 
The lingual nerve, therefore, is especially acute, and ministers to a peculiar 
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modification of common sensibility, which rejects substances improp«r in tem- 
perature, consistence; and chemical or irritating qualities ; while it is the oflioe 
of the glosso-phaiyngeal to guard the entrance to the oesophagus, audi by a 
reflex action, to cause the rejection by vomiting of any improper substances 
which the lingual nerve (and the ol&ctory nerve, even) may have allowed to 
pass. 

It may hero be also remarked that physiology furnishes no instance of 
the dependence of two senses upon one and the same nerve. 

In fine, I must still express the opinion that the above case is strongly in 
favour of the physiological doctrine, that what is usually called tofe, or the per- 
ception of ih^flawmr of bodies, is in reality mndl; that the ^Vi^uol nerve, 
which supplies conunon sensation, auxiliary but not necessary to taste, does 
not convey gustatory impressions to the nervous centre ; that these last are 
conveyed by the olfactory nerve. 



^S^ 23. — Caixinoma of Right Lung with ttjftnptoms reaemhUng thoee oj 
drothorax. Case reported by Dr. Storer. — ^Mr. S. aged thirty-nine, entered 
Massachusetts Greneral Hospital Sept. 11th, 1850. From the history communi- 
cated at entrance, it was supposed that disease of the heart had existed for 
several years, and that an attack of pleurisy, which he had last spring, while 
residing in New York, had resulted in extensive hydrothorax of right chest 

There was dulncss on percussion in lower two-thirds of right chest, with 
absence of respiration in same. Increased resonance on percussion in. left 
chest ; sonorous riUe; impulse of heart rather increased. 

While in hospital he had more or less cough, accompanied by slight expec- 
toration of adhesive mucus. Constantly su£fered more or less from dyspnoea, 
which obliged him to remain at times upright in bed. Eespiration varied firom 
20 to 40 per minute. Pulse ranged from 120 to 140, generally small, feeble and 
at times intermitting. Henal secretion constantly scanty, though by analysis 
healthy. 

He died on the 2l8t September. 

Upon examination of the body after death, tho following appearances were 
observed : — 

ITcarL — A slight thickening of mitral value, hardly sufficient to amount 
to disease. 

Lungs, — Nothing abnormal in left lung. Right lung uniformly adherent 
to pleura and diaphragm by tolerably firm adhesions. 

On incision, an encephaloid mass was found, which occupied rather more than 
the lower two-thirds of lung. The upper third was perfectly healthy, excepting 
about one inch in thickness adjacent to the diseased mass, where pneumonia 
evidently existed, the lung being gray and infiltrated vrith white lymph or pus. 
The disease was very strongly marked, having a suety appearance, and its limits 
were very sharply defined. Its upper portion was hard ; in other portions 
where it had softened, small cavities existed, filled with fluid matter; on its 
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edges were fonnd spoto of hardened lung, being a sort of granulated lymph or 
tuberoolated matter. In right primaiy bronchns, disease had extended upon the 
inside within half an inch of bifurcation of trachea, reducing the bronchus to 
one-half its ordinary uze, and the cartilaginous ridges on its cut edge were 
seen to be embedded in the enccphaloid matter. A large mass existed behind 
the trachea in the cellular membrane which invests the trachea and larger yes- 
aels. In the midst of the disease were found several hardened glands, much 
enlarged and infiltrated with encephaloid matter. 
No disease discovered in other organs. 

Dr. Bethune allude to a similar case which came under the care of Dr. 
Hayward a few years since. The patient had a cancerous testicle, which was 
removed by Dr. H., and after death, which occurred some time after, one-half 
or more of the right lung was found in a state of encephaloid disease. 

Sept. 28. — Poisoning by Corroeive SuhUmate. Death on the 11th day.-^ 
Case reported by Dr. Coale. — Sunday, July 14th, 1850, called to Mr. J. D. 
H ^ at 8} P. M. 

Found him with pain in limbs, headache, furred tongue, excited pulse, costive. 
Prescribed submuriat. hydrargyri gr. x. 

Monday^ July Ibth, Called at 12 P. M. Was told that a mistake had been 
Biade by the apothecary, who had sent 10 grs. of corrosive sublimate. It had 
been mixed and partially swallowed, but the great distress it caused produced 
ejection of much of it from the stomach. By advice of apothecary, warm 
water had been given. Dr. Flint had been sent for and arrived soon 
after, and administered the usual remedy of white of egg. He remained with 
Mr. H. for some time, until he felt it safe to leave, and called again- in the 
mcHming. I found Mr. H. vomiting a clear fluid like water, mixed with fresh 
blood, and suffering much pain in the region of the stomach. Taking it for 
granted that Dr. Flint in his two visits had administered all the antidotes re- 
quired, I took measures to combat the immediate symptoms occasioned by the 
corrosivencss of the poison, giving twenty drops of laudanum and recommending 
ice cream. In the evening, found the vomiting had ceased and the patient 
very comfortable. 

Tuesday, July 16th, Called early in the morning to Mr. IT., who had had 
a violent hiccough nearly all night; recommended sulph. ether; visited 
him about 9 A. M. Hiccough returned at every attempt to swallow fluid. 
Patient otherwise comfortable. Pulse a little excited. Skin moderately cooL 
Tongue coated. Bowels not moved. For the hiccough, prescribed musk* 
Ghi>ve magnesia for the bowels. 

Wedne$day, July llth. Hiccough still troublesome. Eruption of variola 
iqppearing. Magnesia had acted well. Tongue still coated. Skin cool. Pulse 
80| regular. Blister to nape, to remedy hiccough. No other treatment. 

Thunday^ Jufy liih. Night tolerably good ; hiccough ceased. Eruption 
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more decided ; promises to be thick about the head and around the nose. No 
fever; tongue cleaner. Had vomited once before breakfast; the matter was 
of a very dark brownish colour. I thought without doubt it was blood ; demul- 
cents and opiates prescribed; the latter only if necessary. In afternoon fomid 
him at a distant part of the room, sitting with a basin before him in the act of 
vomiting. He said it was only caused by the fluid meeting the wind in the 
stomach ; vomited matter free from blood. This was the only vomiting anoe 
the morning. 

Friday y Juli/ 19^. Folt better he thought; skin cool; tongue dean; pulse 
80 ; vomited once just after taking breakfast ; but no blood ; some bile with 
the ingesta. 

ScUurdai/, July 20£^. Vomited four times ; complains of exhaustion ; pulse 
76; skin very cool ; tongue clean. Eruption going through its regular stages ; 
thick on the head and confluent, in several instances to the extent of five or 
six pustules; comparatively little on the body; nose much swelled and uncom- 
fortable from the number of pustules on and around it ; treatment, ice and 
demulcent drinks, with opiates at night 

Sunday y July 2,\$t. Has vomited six times in the last twenty-fotir hourSi 
rather copiously; the ejecta tinged with black bloody matter, mixed with 
some bile. Complains of an intense distress through chest when swallowing 
and at other times ; skin very cool, almost unnaturally so ; pulse 76, regular; 
tongue clean. No urine has been voided since the last Sunday, one week; 
no distress connected with this symptom ; mind perfectly clear, though he 
wanders much in sleep ; very restless both sleeping and awake ; treatment 
continued. 

Monday J July 22<f. Symptoms unaltered ; strength not remarkably less ; 
eruption beginning, irregularly and partially, to dry. 

Tuesday y July 23^. Vomiting more frequent ; strength perceptibly dimin- 
ished, restless; skin unnaturally cold; tongue clean; pulse 76; distress 
through chest increased ; no sore throat ; no pain in abdomen ; no tenderness 
on pressure ; ilo urine passed ; bowels evacuated ; discharges very black, thin ; 
others thin but not unhealthy. 

In afternoon no improvement. Feeling uneasy about him, saw him again 
at 10 P. M. ; found vomiting not abated; prescribed olive oil and mucilage, 
with opiates. 

Wednesday, July 2Ath, Symptoms not altered except increased in severity, 
especially the agony in the chest ; strength evidently failing ; requested con- 
sultation with Dr. Bigelow. Met him at 1 P. M. ; treatment not altered ; in 
e^Kuing some apparently slight alteration of symptoms. 

Thursday y July 25/A. Had only vomited once since last night; distress still 
unabated; other symptoms much as before; a slight improvement in his 
appearance. 

Called in the evening at about 5f , found him dead. 

Post-mortem examination at 8. 
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Some portions of the epithelium of the ceeophagas were fonnd removed; but 
Dr. J. B. S. Jackson thought that no importance could be attached to this. 

The prominent point of interest in the case was the length of life after tak- 
ing the poison. The entire suppression of urine ; the cleanness of the tongue; 
the coldness of the skin ; the absence of fever ; of tenderness over the epigas- 
triunii of frequency of pulse, also of any appreciable lesion after death. 

Oct, 14. — Paiaoning hy Corrotive SubUmate. Death on tJie ISth day. 
Case read by Dr. Jackson, observed by Dr. Chaplin, of Cambridgeport, 
having occurred ten years ago. — ^The patient was a married woman, twenty-five 
years old, who took one teaspoonful of corrosive sublimate with laudanum, for a 
suicidal purpose. She took the poison at about eleven o'clock A. M., and was 
found at about one, in the privy, vomiting and purging, with constant retching. 
There was pain in epigastrium, and a sense of burning and smarting in the 
throat The symptoms continued gradually improving for four days, when 
she became able to keep down drinks, and was sufficiently comfortable. Coi>- 
tinued confined to her bed for about a week, and Dr. C. thought she would 
recover ; took farinaceous food, pulse 40, weak, bore pressure on epigastrium. 
On the eleventh day, she became worse; there being distress and restlessness; 
no return of vomiting, but some loosen^ of bowels with pus in dejections. 
Sank, and died on the 18th day. There was never any fever ; was very pale, 
oool, with a look of prostration. Did not complain of debility till after the 
week of relief, i. e., the eleventh day. Condition of urine not noted. No 
autopsy allowed. The quantity of poison taken was, according to apothecary, 
anffioient for a pint of rum to be used as bed-bug poison. 

Dr. C. E. Ware remarked that he had seen a case of poisoning by this 
substance, in which dysentery came on after the disappearance of the primary 
symptoms, causing the death of the patient on about the fifteenth day. 

Oct. 14. — Fractureofihefint Lumbar Vertehra. Case reported by Dr. H. J. 
BiGSLOW. — A female, nineteen years of age, had, in the latter part of May, 
jumped from the second story window of a house, a height of twenty feet from 
.the ground, alighting upon the nates. She was at once rendered paralytic in 
the lower extremities, losing all power of action, and all sensation, with com- 
plete paralysis of both sphincters. Upon examination, there was evident pro- 
jection of the lower dorsal vertebras. 

At the expiration of a fortnight she recovered somewhat the power of retain- 
ing the discharges, while sensation partially returned in the limbs; yet, by the 
end of the succeeding week, when sensation was natural, there was no ability 
to move the legs. 

Another marked symptom, from the first, was pain in and below the knees, 
excessive at toes. The bowels were constipated; while catharsis produced by 
medicine caused great pain, followed by prostration. 

In September, the patient could move the right limb considerably, but had 
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loBt flesh. At about this time waa attacked with diarrhoea ; which ooold not 
be easily restrained by remedies. This continued, together with great oooa- 
rional pain in the abdomen, extending sometimes to tiie pneccndial re^on, and 
probably partly due to the lesion of the vertebra, until death. 

During the month of December, the patient was attacked with pain under 
the left clayide and left shoulder, and accompanied with tiie usual physical 
signs of tubercular deposit 3 and from this time she gradually failed ; the cou^ 
increasing and loose, night sweats supervening, emaciation progresrive, diai^ 
rhoDa continuous, attended with pain in the abdomen ; appetite well ; the pain 
in the legs occasionally severe. 

The local sensation seemed to be natural, but the power of motion not increased 
in the legs. The patient died in February, about eight and a half months 
from the occurrence of the accident. 

Autopiy twdve houn after cZmt^— Head not examined. In 2^ hmg wete 
found three or four large cavities ; and miliary tubercles existed in the npper 
part, and throughout righi hmg, Seart normal. Scattered throughout mnooos 
coat of small intestine were patches of inflammation varying in length from 
half an inch to an inch. Several small ulcerations were found near its com- 
mencement, and a single tubercle of the size of a small pea. In large intes- 
tine, firom ilco-coDcal valve to descending colon, mucous coat highly injected, 
abnormaUy thickened and rugous. From coecal valve to a distance of tw^ve 
inches, nearly the whole sur&ce was in a state of ulceration. Liver slightlj 
fri tty ; other organs normal. 

On examining the spine, the body of the first lumbar vertebra was found 
to be completely crushed anteriorly, so that the adjacent vertebras came together 
at their anterior edge, giving rise to considerable antero-posterior curvature 
and protrusion of the spinous process. The body of the same vertebra was thrust 
backwards in fragments upon the spinal cord, compressing it, and obliterating 
the canal in half its diameter. The abdominal periphery of this vertebra was 
also surrounded with a ring of callus, of about the thickness of a qmll, 
and which served as a sort of splint to the adjacent vertebra. The last dorsal 
vertebra presented upon its superior and inferior surfaces a split or crack of 
a T shape, completely traversing its substance ; while the second lumbar ver- 
tebra was slighUy chipped upon the upper and posterior concave edge of its 
body. 

OcL 14. — Extirpation of a Bom from the forehead of a tpoman aged eigh^ 
two ycarsy with a description of the case by the operating surgeon, Dr. SoUBER- 
yiELLE, of Paris. — ^Dr. J. B. S. Jaokson exhibited the wax model, belonging 
to the College Cabinet, of the head of a woman with a homy excrescence, 
from eight to nine inches in length, growing from the forehead. A model of 
this peculiar case is to be found in several other museums of the country. The 
following b a description of the case as given by Dr. Soubervielle, the opera- 
ting surgeon. 
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^' Madam Dimanche, widow^ aged eighty-two years, lanndresB; liviog in the 
me de Bercy, Faubourg St Antoine, noticed, six years since, a small wart upon 
the forehead, just above the right eyebrow. This excrescence gradually became 
ilongated and enlarged at its base, the skin over its summit haying a dry, 
:arthy appearanoe. As this v^tation developed, it presented a corneous 
^pearance, and at the end of six years from the time it was first observed it 
piesented the appearance of a ram's horn, being at least twenty-five centi-. 
metres in length, from three to five centimetres in diameter, and curved in 
its lower two-fifths, having a blackish-brown aspect, being deeply striated 
la[igthwise, and of considerable weight. Its tissue was dry and brittle. One 
of the members of the Royal Academy of Medicine in handling it with too 
little care broke off its point, the interior appearing solid, compact, and its 
tissue corneous. 

''The base of the horn was implanted in the skin of the forehead, which there 
presented a small circular neck, the tumour having ^nothing in common with 
the frontal bone. This circumstance rendered the weight of the horn extremely 
fiktiguing to the patient, who, to obviate this inconvenience, had constructed a 
linen case, in the form of the tumour, which was encased within it, the base of 
the sheath being fiistened to her night-cap band. 

'' I performed the operation of extirpation by making a circular incision 
around the base of the tumour, and raising from it the portion of skin adherent 
to it. There was no arterial hemorrhage. I covered the wound with a bit 
of agaric and it healed readily, almost without suppuration. 

'' A curious fact in connection with this case is that this patient had pre- 
viously had a tumour of the same nature just above the thumb, which was 

removed by Dr. P . She had also at the time of the last operation an 

excrescence from four to five centimetres in diameter, and of the length of 
the little finger, attached to one of the checks by a narrow pedicle, and which 
she removed herself 

Paruy March 12th, 1845. 

Oct. S. — Gangrene of Appendix Vermifintnis, Hardened Fssces found in 
iii cavity. Case reported by Dr. Stoker. — The patient was a boy twelve 
years old, under the care of Dr. (Gutter. Was taken on Friday, Oct. 16th, 
with symptoms of peritonitis. Dr. Storer saw the case in consultation on 
Friday last. He was lying on his back, with the knees drawn up, suffering 
from extreme pain in region of umbilicus, and from dyspnoea ; with great ten- 
derness over the whole region of abdomen. Had had no operation since Sunday. 
The patient died on Friday, the day of Dr. Storer's visit, after one week's 
illness. On examination after death, there was found gangrene of the appendix 
ooBci, and, contained within its cavity an oblong, oval mass of hardened fseces 
with several short pieces of hair running through it; no perforation had taken 
plaee. There was general peritonitis, with a purulent deposition in the cavity 
of the pelvis. The omentum was very purple and also that portion of the 
10 
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peritoneum that lines the external walls of the abdomen. The fteoal matter 
contained in the appendix was quite hard, and in layerS; oompared by Dr. 
Gutter to some calculi he had seen. 

Dr. BiOELOW remarked; that two questions naturally suggested themadtes 
in regard to these cases ; 1st, why certain foreign bodies should in ssbm 
instances find their way into this cavity, and not in others ; and Sdly^ wfcy 
such bodies should, in certain cases, produce inflammation of the part, while 
in others they remain for years in this cavity, without producing any moiUd 
results. 

Dr. B. alluded to two cases, in one of which, two calculi were found in tbe 
appendix, which must have been there for a considerable time before tbe 
inflammation came on, which proved fatal to the patient. The other was ihe 
case of an eminent physician who died at an advanced age, and in whose 
appendix were found a large number of shot which had been aoeumulatiBg 
there for years, without being followed by any morbid consequences. 

Ckt. 28. Intermittent Fever, originating in Bosicn. Case reported by Dr. 
Thayer. — A boy, twelve years old, who had been previously in good healA, 
was on tbe common during the display of fire-works on the evening of Sept 
18, 1850, sitting on the ground. The air was very cool, and a fog prevailed 
during the evening. The next day, in the afternoon, he had a moderate ofafll, 
followed by heat and then sweating. On the third day (Sept. 20th) the ehill 
and heat were more severe, and were repeated daily, at regular times, for ten days 
before advice was obtained. On the 30th Sept., Dr. T. saw him, and learned 
that his chill began at 5 P.M. and continued with severity till 6}, when ex- 
treme heat came on, and lasted until 11 P.M., at which time it was superseded 
by sweating, which continued through the night. The paroxysm was attended 
with severe pain in head, neck and back. During the remainder of the day, 
there was complete intermission, and with the exception of a degree of de- 
bility, there was no complaint whatever. Indeed, during most of the time, he 
had been at school as usual. 

The child had lived in that part of Eliot street lying between Washington 
and Tremont streets, since he was six months old ; and for ten years he had 
not been out of Boston over night ; and had never in his life been Jbrther 
than Dorchester. 

He took sulphate of quinia, gr. 4^, daily. On the second day of the treat- 
ment, the paroxysm was not attended with pain, although the pain was pre- 
sent again on the third day. On the third day, the paroxysm was shorter; 
on the fourth, heat and sweating, without chill, and with very little pun ; 
and from this time there was no appearance of the paroxysm whatever. On 
the fifth day, the sulphate of quinia was increased to 8 grains daily, and con- 
tinued for four days longer. 

Up to the present time there has been no return of the afiection, and the 
child has been as well as ever. 
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Mw, 11. Uxcisitm of SwpfrioT JdaxUlafy Bone. RemU tm/avourahle.^^ 
Dr. S. Parkman exhibited the remoTed portion, showing a peculiar disease. 
A tomour had formed in the antrum, destroying by pressure the superior and 
^ posterior walls of this cavity, protruding into the cheek, and incorporating 
itself with the substance of the massetcr muscle. In its progress, the orbitar 
edge and the zygomatic process were destroyed by erosion, but the bone did 
siot participate in the disease. A cut surface showed the structure white, and 
presenting fibres arranged side by side, with the appearance as seen in a com- 
mon wart. The centre of the tumour was entirely disorganized, being diffluent 
«nd highly offensive. The tumour was not cancerous, and a microscopical 
examination showed the tissue to be composed of epithelial scales, making it 
probable that the disease originated in the mucous membrane of the antrqjn. 

The patient was a man sixty-two years of age, who had suffered six months 
from a swelling of the right side of face, with very acute pain. Previous to 
the operation, the seat of the disease presented a smooth tumour extending from 
the temporal region to the lower jaw, measuring 5} by 4} inches in its two 
diameters, firm and painful on pressure, and causing, of course, great de- 
fbnnity. Enlarged veins were ramified over the surface, but these were only 
an exaggeration of a natural condition existing on the other side. There was 
no protrusion into the mouth ; the teeth were all absent, but from the socket 
of one a small fungus protruded, and a probe passed into this opening traversed 
ihe antrum, and made its appearance in the nostril, whence there was a pro- 
fiue, fetid, puriform discharge, obstructing the passage of air. 

The operation was performed by a single first incision from the temple to 
die angle of the mouth, and a second, dividing the upper lip to the nostril ; 
Ae flaps were dissected from the surface of the tumour and the bones divided 
tj cutting forceps. After removal of the principal portion, the disease was 
ibiind to have extended backwards towards the base of the skull involving the 
pterygoid process, &c. It was not thought advisable to pursue the dissection 
in this direction, and the actual cautery was freely applied. The wound was 
united by sutures, &c , and healed almost entirely by the first intention, the 
patient doing very well, until the eighth day, when there were symptoms of 
a pneumonic affection, and the patient died on the eleventh day. The post- 
mortem examination showed a pneumonia of the right lower lobe, the disease 
presenting some of the characters of the affection arising from purulent absorp- 
tion, the inflammation concentrating itself in spots, which exuded a grayish 
pas on pressure. 

Sept. 9, 1850. — On certain Phenomena connected with Etlierization. — 
Dr. Samuel Kneeland read the following paper. — It is generally admitted 
that the condition of etherization is analogous to that of intoxication; the first 
vymptome being those of stimulation, the following those of narcotism. 

The curious fact that sensibility may be destroyed while the intellect is 
aelm seems to find an explanation in the view of Dr. Carpenter, <' that the 
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seat of pain, or tactile sensibility, is in the great cephalic ganglia, while tlie 
intellectual functions reside in the cerebral lobes." 

Longet, from certain cases where, with the usual ngns of pain, no pain has 
been suffered; in other words, where the pain has been/e//, but not perceived^ ^ 
from the supposed affection of the cerebral lobes without the ganglta^^-AiMB 
maintained that in these cases the hbe» are first affected, contrary to Dr. Car- 
penter's opinion. These cases of imperfect etherization, as we now know they 
were, hardly justify his conclusions; for the signs of pain might be eqnalfy 
well considered as reflex actions depending on the still preserved integrity pf 
the true spinal marrow^ which does not appear to be etherized till after the 
cerebro^inal system. 

Flourens, one of the first experimenters on this subject, has given the fol- 
lowing as the order in which the nervous system comes under the inflaenoe of 
ether : cerebral lobes, cerebellum, spinal marrow, lastly, the medulla oblongata. 
It is now evident, from the better understood phenomena, that this order must 
be somewhat changed, as follows : the cerebellum ; cephalic ganglia ; true Bpiadl 
marrow; ganglia of special sense and cerebro-spinal system; and the ceiebfal 
lobes last of aU — if indeed the latter can ever be fully etherized without fiital 
results. 

M. Pappenheim, in experiments on the structure of nerves which had loot 
their functions under the influence of ether, says that a very slight alteratioii 
may destroy their function ; the fluidity of the nervous mass diminishes, and 
the nerve shrinks and is separated from its sheath. This effect varies with 
the consistence of the sheath, and the fluidity and chemical nature of its con- 
tents. He also discovered that the peripheral fibrils of a nerve may lose 
their sensibility before the central ones. This may explain why the delicate 
nerves of the cerebral ganglia should lose their functions sooner than the 
grosser spinal nerves ; in a word, why the functions of the nervous system 
should be successively/ abolished. 

Ether enters the system both through the nerves and blood-vessels. Its 
influence conveyed by the pulmonary nerves unquestionably produces its pri- 
mary stimulating effect ; while its narcotic effects are produced through the 
blood-vessels of the lungs. 

Flourens has noticed a curious phenomenon connected with ether, whidi 
he does not account for. . He had proved that ether inhaled by the lungs de- 
stroyed sensation before motion ; be afterwards found that ether injected into 
an artery, on the contrary, destroyed motion before sensation. It would not 
be supposed, d jjriori, that the same agent introduced into the blood at two 
different points would affect the nervous system in opposite manners. As the 
course of the circulation in the latter case is in the direction of the motor 
nervous influence, while in the former it is in the direction of the sensitive 
influence, perhaps the phenomena are in this way connected. The injection 
of ether into the veins produces the same effect as its inhalation. 

Amussat and others maintain that the insensibility produced by ether and 



Extracts from Socfor Mtd. Improvement. 115 

diloToform depends on cuphyxiay on insufficient oxygenation of the blood; and 
that this is proved by the change of the colour of the blood from bright arte- 
rial to dark venous, this change always preceding insensibility; though the 
diange is so quickly reversed^ that breathing pure air for a few seconds brings 
* back the arterial colour. Ether has been supposed to cause asphyxia by ob- 
structing the endosmosis of oxygen by the capillaries of the lungs to such an 
extent that an increased supply of oxygen with the ethereal vapour does not 
retard the period of insensibility. This opinion was strengthened by the fact 
that the same insensibility could be produced by other gases (not poisonous) 
improper for respiration, as carbonic acid, nitrogen, hydrogen, nitrous oxide, 
&o. But we know that the insensibility from ether is not due to a cessation of 
pulmonary haematosis, as an animal may be as quickly and as fully etherized 
by injecting ethereal vapour into the rectum, or ether into the circulation, the 
longs being left perfectly free for the oxygenation of the blood. There is no 
necessary connection between the dark colour of the arterial blood and ethereal 
insensibiiity ; if the blood be dark, and there be commencing asphyxia from 
deficiency of respired oxygen, it is not essential to, and indeed ought never to 
oceor, in the process of etherization ; for, though asphyxia be a sure way of 
causing insensibility, it is not the safe insensibility from ether or chloroform. 
It would seem that a comparison between the first applications of ether (when 
many accidents undoubtedly happened from partial asphyxia) and the present 
method (where a full supply of oxygen is secured) should be sufficient to 
show that ether has a special and primitive action upon the nervous centres, 
quite difierent from that produced by gases unfit for respiration ; and that, if 
asphyxia sometimes occur, it is a complication and a secondary phenomenon. 
l^ough asphyxia be the result of a deficiency of oxygen, or, what is here 
equivalent^ an undue accumulation of carbon in the blood, there may be a 
oondition, without deficiency of oxygen, and at the same time with an increased 
supply of carbon, which mighl be called asphyxia, and which might give a 
dark colour to the blood. Now, the first condition, asphyxia proper, is fulfilled 
by the irrespirable gases; the second by ether and chloroform, both of which 
aie rich in carbon, and yet may be introduced to the nervous centres with 
properly oxygenated blood in the space of twenty seconds. The question here 
Bitarally arises, whether the peculiar efiects of these agents do not spring from 
a chemical action of carbon on the fatty and albuminous constituents of the 
nervous tissues. The action of alcohol, also rich in carbon, would allow a 
similar explanation, viz., the action of carbon on a brain stimulated by pro- 
perly oxygenated blood.* Similar efiects would also be produced by a blood 

* We know that, of two liquids containing an equal amount of alcohol, that one which 
contains the most carbonic acid possesses tlie most intoxicating properties. 0)mpare, for 
instance, champagne and hock, each of which averages about 12 per cent, of alcohol ; or 
freifa and stale ale. Even drinks containing no alcohol, but highly charged with car- 
bonic acid, as the ** soda-water'' of the shops, produce not a little exhilaration in those 
to their use. 
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oontainiDg such an extra amount of carbon as to render it nnfit for keeping up 
the activity of the cerebral circulation; bo that ether might as effectually sos- 
pend the circulation through the brain as Sir Astley Cooper's experiment of 
tying both carotids, and then compressing the vertebral arteries ; which pn^ 
duced in an animal immediate loss of sensation and motion, both ooming on 
again when blood was re-admitted. With this view, there would be excess of 
carbon in the cerebral vessels, stagnation of their circulation, and consequBnt 
insensibility. In both cases, excess of carbon being the cause of ansBstheu. 

Chloroform has been supposed to exercise its influence principally on 'tha 
Hood, while ether acts on the nervous tissue j chloroform by rendering tlio 
blood unfit for the stimulation of the brain, ether by rendering the brain iii» 
capable of excitation. Some of the deaths produced by chloroform have been 
ascribed to its causing air in the vessels; and in some of the autopsies, par* 
ticularly of Madlle. Stock (whose case was the subject of Malgaigne's Report 
on Chloroform before the French Academy), air has been found very ex- 
tensively in the vessels; but whether this was common atmospheric air, or 
carbonic acid, or some other gas from decomposition of the blood during life or 
after death, no examination seems to have decided. Chloroform has a marked 
chemical action on the blood, which might give rise to this great and snddoB 
development of gas; carbonic acid exists normally in the blood; chlorofeim 
might disengage an abnormal and fatal quantity, or it might again assume a 
gaseous form itself in the vessels. Chloroform increases the quantity of thtt 
serum, thus accounting for the remarkable fluidity of the blood so often notioed| 
and diminishes and condenses the fibrin; hence, the poorer the blood, the mors 
dangerous must be the consequences of its use. According to Gu^rin, the 
globules of the blood, brought into contact with chloroform, contract, lose their 
colour and form; little bubbles of air arise on their surface; and some of them 
entirely disappear. 

It is generally admitted that chloroform is much more dangerous than 
ether; and it would be interesting to know upon what its fatal results depend. 
Asphyxia may be left out of the question. Does it act on the nervous tis8n0| 
or on the blood primarily? are its effects due to an instantaneous poisoning of 
the blood, as some have supposed ? or does it paralyze the nervous substance? 
Does it cause the phenomenon of air in the heart and vessels, and is death 
caused by this lesion? 

Dr. Kneeland added that, on these and kindred questions, of great inte- 
rest and importance, which naturally presented themselves, he should bo glad 
to hear the opinions of gentlemen who had had greater experience in the use 
of anaesthetic agents. 

With reference to this subject, Dr. Jackson mentioned a case of etheriza- 
tion which proved fatal, in which there was a development of gas in the heart 
Although the examination was made but a few hours after death, the signs 
of putrefaction were quite marked. 

Dr. TowNSEND thought that in many cases there was a spasm of the vei- 
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sek of the langs, resembling asthma, prodaoed by the first inhalation of ether, 
which might interfere with the proper oxygenation and decarbonization of 
the blood. Dr. T. had noticed, in some oases, a coating of saliva covering 
the surface of the sponge, which it was necessary to remove, as it prevented 
all access both of ether and of atmospheric air. 

In answer to a question by Dr. Hatwarb, Dr. Bbthune remarked that 
he had not found asphyxia so likely to follow the inhalation of sulphuric as 
of chloric ether. 

Nov, 11. "^Sudden death from probable Chronic Diteoie of the Heart, 
combined with (Edema of the Lungs. Dr. BowDiTOH reported the case. — 
The patient was a lady, forty years of age; active in mind and body; seven 
months advanced in pregnancy; formerly had had pulmonary difficulties; 
within the last year has had dyspnoea with palpitation. Some time since, 
after waltzing, had palpitation and hsamoptysis; quite lately, recurrence of 
hssmoptysis; quantity of blood expectorated about a teaspoonful. Both of 
these accesses followed bodily and mental excitement, having been waltzing on 
one occasion, and on another having visited friends in the city. The last and 
fatal attack was while in the city. Dr. B. was called to her, and found her 
at the house of one of her acquaintance, which she had with difficulty reached, 
having been seized with dyspnoea while walking. She was breathing very 
horriedly, with great distress, and coughing occasionally ; raised large quantities 
of watery fluid, quite drenching several napkins. She was in a sitting posture, 
scarcely able to speak — begging for air, with hands livid and cold, and pulse 
aearoely perceptible. Dr. B. directed the application of external irritants, heat 
to the extremities, and syrups, nitrous ether, &c., with a view to exciting the 
eiroolation and relieving the cough. Patient grew worse and more distressed. 
Dr. Ware, sen., saw her in half an hour after the attack, in consultation with 
Dr. Bowditch. During a temporary absence of Dr. B., the patient rose sud- 
4eDly from the bed, in a paroxysm of dyspnoea, fell back, and died imme- 
diately. Dr. B. detected very fine crepitant rd.le in right back, throughout, 
during a very hasty examination; the condition of the patient not allowing 
anything more than the most trivial exploration. No post-mortem examina- 
tioa oould be obtained. Dr. B. thinks there must have been chronic cardiac 
disease, and that this was conjoined with pulmonary oedema, which, suddenly 
oocorring, had sufifocated the patient 

Nov. 11. — Encephaloid Tumour between the Rectum and Bladder, with the 
tame dUeate in the Liver. — ^Dr. Jackson reported the case which he had 
recently observed, and which occurred in the practice of Dr. M. S. Perbt. 
The patient was sixty-four years of age, had formerly been a seafaring man, 
but for many years had led a very sedentary life. Subject to hemorrhoids, 
and habitually costive; but otherwise healthy. Last February there came on 
pain in defecation, and often so urgent as to require opiate injections. Large 
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doees of cathartio medioine required at first; but about the month of April 
diarrhoea oame on, and continued almost without intermission until death. 
Extensive sloughing took place about the months of May and June, and with 
much relief to pain, though there continued much tenesmus; dej. involuntarj. 
In May and June, hemorrhage occurred -frequently, and to such an amount as 
to threaten life. Patient also suffered much from dysuria, became greatly 
reduced, and gradually sank under the disease, but without any symptoms 
referable to the liver. 

On dissection, the cavity of the pelvis was found to be filled by an extremely 
soft and well marked encephaloid mass; partly white, but more or less coloured 
by blood, of which there was a considerable effusion. In the midst of it was 
a cavity one and a half inch in diameter, and formed perhaps, from such an 
effusion ; the inner surface being generally smooth, and of a deep brown colonr, 
but having some old coagula adhering to it. The rectum had sloughed en- 
tirely away, to the extent of about five inches; commencing just above the 
anus, and involving the whole circumference, except for a narrow, irregular, 
thin strip. The edges of the intestine were soft and much discoloured, but 
not at all carcinomatous; the mucous surface just above the disease being 
healthy; and it was upon this last circumstance that the tumour was supposed 
to have originated externally to the intestine. The large intestine contained 
throughout a considerable quantity of soft feces. Bladder somewhat retion- 
lated upon the inner surface, but otherwise not remarkable. 

The liver contained great numbers of carcinomatous masses, generally tinged 
by effused blood, though some were of a pearly white colour. Hemorrhagic 
tendency strongly shown, though there were no large effusions. The most 
unusual appearance in this organ was the formation of cysts, varying from half 
an inch to an inch in diameter; some contained clear, yellow serum, and were 
lined by a serous-looking membrane; others contained almost pure blood, viscid 
and very dark; but generally there was a mixture of blood and serum. As 
in the case of the cyst in the pelvic mass, the inner surface was often smooth, 
and of a dark brownish colour, as if formed from the effused blood, with some 
opaque buff-coloured deposit, which under the microscope was found to be &t; 
other cysts were lined by a white encephaloid substance, or by a mixture of 
this and effused blood. In one or two places, there was found, to the extent 
of about two-thirds of an inch, a very delicate, yellowish, lax, cellular tissue, 
infiltrated with serum, but quite defined, and without a trace of encephaloid 
or effused' blood; an appearance not very unlike what is occasionally found in 
the brain after an old apoplectic effusion. Intervening structure healthy, as 
usual in these cases. Organ not enlarged. No peritoneal adhesions; nor 
was any further disease found in the other organs. 

A or. 25.— 2iVi<v^rt/oi'rf Diitense of (he Liver and Stomach. Pulmonary 
Ajiopiexj/; with Jiujiturf into the Pleural Cavity. — Dr. Jackson reported the 
case, which occurred in the practice of Dr. Allen, of Gambridgeport, and 
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he examined a few days ago. The patient waa a fiinner; aged fifty-fonr, and 
of robust health, except that for several years he - had been subject to lead 
eolio, the lead pipe that supplied his house with water being very much cor- 
roded ; there was also the characteristic blue line about the patient's gums. 
Last April he took, for an obstinate attack of constipation, very active 
cathartics^ and at last croton oil ; this was followed by intense pain in the 
abdomen, which lasted for several hours, and more or less for some weeks. 
From that time until his death he complained of distress, and often of urgent 
pain in the region of the liver, tenderness on pressure over the organ, and a 
sense of weight so that he was unable to lie upon the left side, and often, 
when sitting up, was obliged to incline forwards upon the back of a chair; 
the distress he often compared to constriction as from a cord about the 
waist The liver was felt to be enlarged when Dr. A. saw him about six 
weeks ago, and increased considerably in size before death ; dej. clay-coloured 
at that time, but under the use of the hydriodate of potash the colour soon 
became natural ; skin never yellow ; never complained of his stomach ) ap- 
petite sufficiently good until the last three weeks, and he even ate a slice of 
boiled beef four days before death, and bore it well. This comparative latency 
Dr. J. has observed in several other cases of carcinoma of the stomach, 
where the disease seems to have supervened upon that of the liver. No 
haBm<^ty8is, nor any other symptom tending to a suspicion of pulmonary dis- 
ease. Patient became much emaciated ; but kept about until three weeks 
before death, from which time he was confined to his bed. 

On dissection, the liver weighed about nine pounds ten ounces, and was 
filled with encephaloid masses of about the average consistence, contrasting 
strikingly with the case last reported, as it did also in the fact of there being 
nowhere any effusion of blood in connection with the carcinomatous deposit. 
There was also another striking difference between this case and the other, in 
regard to old peritoneal adhesions, which here were universal between the 
liver and the diaphragm. Such adhesions Dr. J. has rarely, if ever, observed 
m other cases of this disease, and he is disposed to connect the fact with the 
local symptoms, of which the patient had complained so much during life ; 
the disease, when confined, as it usually is, to the interior of the organ, being 
sot nnfrequently met with when nothing had led to a suspicion of its 
existence. 

The pyloric portion of the stomach was pretty extensively carcinomatous, 
with ulceration, which penetrated into the muscular coat, the structure being 
whitish and condensed ; the cellular membrane and lymphatic glands in the 
neighbourhood were also affected ; and there were traces of the disease 
upon or beneath the diaphragmatic pleura on the right side, and the peri- 
toneal surface within the cavity of the pelvis. 

The left side of the chest was observed to be somewhat enlarged, and 
veiy resonant on percussion ; and on puncturing it there was a free escape of 
iwrioraia gas. The cavity contained five or six ounces of nearly pure blood, 
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• 
and over the anterior portion of the lower lobe was a thin, filnij deposit of 

fibrin, apparently from the effused blood; there being no appearances of 

pleurisy. Beneath this fibrinoos deposit the pleura was stripped up to soma 

extent, and in the substance of the lung immediately beneath it was a ragged 

cavity, which, though empty, was capable of holding two or three ounces; the 

surrounding pulmonary structure being more or less infiltrated with blood ; 

into this cavity the air entered freely from a ndghbouriug bronchus on inflar 

tion. Pulmonary apoplexy was also found to a considerable extent in the back 

part of the upper left lobe, and to some extent in different parts of the right 

lung, but without any further breaking down of the structure. Dr. J. had 

never before met with laceration into the pleural cavity in these cases, but 

referred to Cruveilhier's remarks upon its occurrence. The other organs wen 

healthy. 

Nov. 25. — Buttons in the Intestines producing ^mptoms of obstruction. 
Case reported by Dr. Homans. — A male child, aged 14 months, on the 28d of 
October seemed quite unwell, after passing an uneasy night. There was 
strong effort at expulsion of matters from the bowels. Under these straining 
attempts, some feces passed, without relief of symptoms ; pulse socelerated; 
skin hot ; tossing of head, &o. ; slight vomiting also occurred ; suspicion of 
intussusception arose. In the night, the above symptoms having been oa 
the increase for twenty-four hours, a teaspoonful of castor oil was given. 
Through the night severe pain of paroxysmal nature ; the intervals marked 
by perfect ease ; the pain being compared by the mother to uterine efforts in 
parturition. On the following day, the child was much more ill and feverishi 
and Dr. U. saw it at nine o'clock A. M. ; tenesmus urgent ; patient moan- 
ing ; skin hot ; pulse full and quick ; a slight discharge of bloody water from 
bowels. On palpation of abdomen, a hard swelling was detected, about half way 
between umbilicus and crest of right ilium, of the size of a pullet's egg. On 
examination by the rectum, a hard mass was discovered, somewhat yielding to 
pressure by the finger. A large enema was given from a powerful syringe, 
which was unsuccessful ; the fluid being returned before overcoming the ob- 
struction. A second injection was given ; in a short time an explosive sound 
(internal) immediately preceded the discharge of a large lump of solid feceSi 
pushing before it a small button ; several dejections followed in quick succes- 
sion, composed of solid and fluid matters, among which were passed sevca 
butlofis, made from horn, porcelain, and metal, and varying in size from those 
used for pantaloons, to the ordinary shirt button. The child was soon relieved, 
and has been well since. Nothing had passed from the bowels for forty-eight 
hours previously to the attack. 

Dr. Ilomans remarked that the case was important as illustrating the ne- 
cessity of accurate diagnosis; several of the distinctive features of intus- 
susception and hernia being present, viz., the discharge of bloody fluid, and the 
tossing of the head so often noticed in intussusception; while the coldness of 
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the external surface, frequently remarked therein, did not exist in this case. 
There was slight vomiting at first, and likewise the inability of passing feces, 
even with violent effort, which might have led to a suspicion of hernia. The 
detection of a tumour by the finger suggested the use of an enema, as affording 
a chance for the removal of any foreign body obstructing the intestine. 

JVbv. 2b.'^Collecti(m of Pus in the cavity of the Uterus; operation for 
opening Os Uteri, dosed hy a firm Septum; progressing recovery from uterine 
disease; subsequent death, after gastric disorder, induced by excess in eating, -^ 
The subject of the subsequent report was a patient of Dr. Hyndman, of this 
city, from whose letter, giving a history of the case, as first observed by him, 
the following abstract is presented. The letter was read to the Society by Dr. 
Stober, who afterwards saw the patient in consultation, and whose observa- 
tions will be given below. 

Dr. Hyndman first visited the patient on dd of August last; nine days pre- 
viously, on the second day of a regular menstrual period, patient wetted her 
feet; catamenial discharge ceased suddenly. Patient reported having had a 
rigor the day before Dr. H. first saw her; acute pain in left side followed, 
''extending from the crest of the ilium, upwards, as far as the edge of the 
floating ribs, and as far forwards, towards the mesial line, as the umbilicus. 
Calomel and opium, in combination, were given, and 'turpentine stupes' 
applied over abdomen. The above-mentioned pain extended, after three days 
interval, across mesial line, towards right side; but little pain was complained 
0^ at any time during the attack, over the pubic region : nothing would have 
excited suspicion of metritis. The patient improved under the above treatment, 
and, in a fortnight from the time when she had the rigor, was able to be about. 
Three weeks later (six weeks from time of sudden suppression of menses), pa- 
tient called to say 'Uhatshe had not been unwdlioT six weeks;'' she was pale 
and ''chlorotic" in appearance. Dr. Hyndman prescribed tonics; a week after- 
wards, on seeing his patient. Dr. H. was told by her that she had noticed 
''something of a swelling,'' just above pubis; on examination, Dr. H. observed 
"an unusual fullness in that region ;" he supposed it might be retained menstrual 
fluid; swelling, however, was not very marked: savine, in conjunction with 
the other medicines, was ordered. Shortly after, imprudence in eating induced 
an attack of gastric irritation, accompanied by pain and vomiting. Relief by 
opiates. Six weeks after this, the abdominal ''swelling," before mentioned, 
had so increased that the appearance was that of a person in the seventh 
month of utero-gestation. Dr. Storer was now called in consultation. 

Continuation of the Case, By Dr. Storer. — Dr. S. saw this patient with 
Dr. Hyndman, on the 11th inst., and found her to be a young woman seventeen 
years of age. Her abdomen was as large as that of a woman's fkr advanced 
Ib pregnancy, presenting a peculiar form, however, the enlargement being 
tateriorlyi as if something projected directly forwards — there was but alight 
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fiillDess laterally. She complained of some tenderness in abdomen, upon 
pressure. The breasts were not enlarged, and no change in the areolse could 
be perceived. Upon examination, per vaginamj which produced considerable 
uneasiness, the body of the uterus was found to be somewhat distended, and 
upon pressure gave to the finger the sensation of contained fluid. She has 
had no discharge of any kind from the vagina since the suppression of ^ her 
catamenia. Dr. S. agreed with Dr. Hyndman in his diagnosis — thai the utenu 
was distended by fluid — ^but, as the menses had been suppressed only about 
three months, he thought that they alone could not have produced the great 
tumefSEUstion, but that, acting as an irritating cause, they had probably excited 
the uterus to pour out an abundant secretion besides. It was proposed to 
pass an instrument into the os uteri to empty the organ of its contents. Dr. 
Hyndman consenting, Dr. S. endeavoured, the sixth day, to pass a f/um-eiastie 
catheter, supposing that there would exist only a simple agglutination of the 
lips together — ^but was surprised to find that the instrument would pass but 
a short distance beyond the os uteri, and that only by applying considerable 
force — and when withdrawn, its extremity was covered with mucus and blood. 
Simpson's sound could be passed with no more ease. Dr. S. decided that the 
adhesion of the cervix was so firm as to require a trocar, or some other outtiDg 
instrument, to remove it, and suggested that the operation should be per- 
formed by a surgeon. Dr. J. M. Warren saw patient the following day, and 
after a very minute examination of the case, coincided in the above opinion — 
and passing a trocar into the os, and then, with considerable force, through the 
adhesions of the cervix, freed the uterus of seven pints of offensive pus. The 
girl is now (25th) doing well, although more fluid is evidently collecting in 
the uterus. 

It would appear, from the above history, that with the peritonitis^ produced 
by the sudden suppression of the catamenia, metritis had existed — which 
united the lips of the os, checked the menstrual function, and caused the lining 
membrane of the uterus to pour out this great quantity of purulent matter. 

It may not be uncommon for metritis to exist, and for any secretion to be 
poured out of the uterus, which may be the result of the inflammation-*but 
from the fact that several writers make no reference to any collection of pvs 
in the uterus, and that the translator of Boivin and Dugds' work points to a 
case of this description by Dr. John Clarke, contained in the third volume of 
the ''Transactions of the Society for the Improvement of Medical and Chi- 
rurgical Knowledge,'' it is inferred that cases of a similar character to that 
now reported must be of rare occurrence. 

Upon looking up Dr. Clarke's case above referred to, Dr. S. found it en- 
titled, " Case of a Collection of Pus in the Cavity of an unimprcgnated Uterus." 
In this case, the patient was sixty-five years of age, and had ceased to menstruate 
for several years. After having a discharge, for several weeks, from the vagina, 
which was at first sanguineous, but afterwards became of a brownish colour, 
and offensive to the smell, '' the patient was suddenly seized upon waking, 
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during the night, with violent pain in the lower part of the abdomen, and a 
sensation as if something had given way there/' The next day she died. 
Upon an examination of the body after death, the atems wttb found gangren- 
ous, and perforated at its upper part — through which opening, pressure being 
made, a quantity of offensive pus issued; seven or eight ounces of similar pus 
were found in the cavity of the abdomen, which had been poured out of the 
uterus, and about five ounces were still retained in that organ. The orifice 
between the cavity of the uterus and its cervix was closely contracted, so as 
.not to have allowed the contents of the uterus to be discharged through it; 
and the previous discharges which had existed ''must have been poured out 
from the cervix and os uteri, and from the vagina/' 

Sir Charles Mansfield Clarke, in his ''Observations on those Diseases of 
Females which are attended by Discharges,'' speaks of two cases of large 
eollections of pus being produced in the uterus by inflammation ; in one of 
them, "the uterus was found to be so much enlarged as to fill the cavity of 
the pelvis." A spontaneous discharge of the fluid finally occurred from the 
va^na, and the patient recovered. In the next case, "the pelvis was found 
oompletely filled by an enlarged uterus, which was also perceptible above the 
pubis/' a sudden discharge of offensive pus took place through the rectum, 
which continued to flow for a time with the feces, and then entirely ceased; 
the uterus returned to its normal size, menstruation took place, and the 
patient recovered. ****** 

At a subsequent meeting of the Society (Dec. 23d), Dr. Storer reported as 
follows in regard to the patient whose case is above given. Three pints of 
pus, in addition to the former quantity, had been removed from her uterus, 
by Dr. J. M. Warren, four weeks after the first operation. About a week 
after the second operation, having, for weeks, lived upon a liquid, farinaceous 
diet, the patient ate immoderately of potatoes and cabbage; immediately after 
this meal, she was attacked with bilious vomiting and purging, which resisted all 
remedies, and she rapidly sank and died. Dr. Hyndman, who had charge of 
her, says that not the slightest febrile action followed either of the operations, 
but that she was doing very well, until the above narrated excess in eating 
was committed. No post-mortem examination was obtained. 

Dec. 9. — Scirrhous JSimour of the Rectum and Bladder. — Dr. J. M. War- 
B£N exhibited a specimen of scirrhous disease of the rectum, and stated the 
case, which was as follows : The subject was a gentleman fifty-six years old. 
Nineteen years before, he had been operated on for the piles, and at that time 
a small hard tumour was discovered near the anus, which he declined having 
interfered with. He has occasionally had attacks of pain in bowels and 
indigestion, but never any serious symptoms in the rectum. He has always 
had diarrhoea since. About a year ago. Dr. W. was called to him on account 
of a retention of urine, and on an examination being attempted per anum, 
it was found that the rectum was obstructed by a scirrhous mass, which pre- 
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vented the introduction even of the little finger. The retention was gradosllj 
overcome by the use of the catheter in the coarse of a fortnight, and the 
patient haa had moderately good health daring the summer. Two months 
flinoe, Dr. W. was called to him with a second retention, which gave way to 
remedies, without the use of the catheter. It was, however, shortly followed 
by a universal dropsical effusion, and the patient gradually sank eidiansted. 

On examination, the last four inches of the rectum were found pervaded by 
a scirrhous mass, leaving in the centre a narrow pathway for the feces. The 
disease had extended to the bladder and urethra, so as to encircle the tomoor 
and apparently to implicate what has been called the middle lobe of the pros- 
tate gland, which projected into the bladder and occupied about a third of 
the cavity. 

Owing to the loose state of the bowels, this patient had been able to live for 
nineteen years with this tumour, and suffered but little inconvenience from ity 
and in fact was not made aware of its existence by any pain or other sensa- 
tion, unless by an occasional irritation of the skin in the neighbourhood, on 
aeoount of the imperfect manner in which the evacuations were controlled. 

The left kidney was in a high state of inflammation, and there was some 
porulent deposit in the pelvis of that organ; the ureter was not extraordinar 
rily distended. 

It might be stated that, during the last week of his life, he refused food 
entirely, on account of the difficulty and pain in swallowing, caused by an 
inflammation in the fauces. Very severe hiccough ensued, which was miti- 
gated, and the last part of his life made easy, by the use of chloric ether 
administered from time to time on a sponge by the nurse, as occasion required. 

Bee. 9. — Acute Nephritis; latent^'^Jh. Jackson exhibited the specimens, 
and reported the following case, which he examined a few days ago, and 
which occurred in the practice of Dr. John Ware. The patient was a woman 
fifty years of age, and had been sick since the summer of 1849. Disease 
oame on with vomiting, purging, and excessive pain in the abdomen, lasting 
more or less for several weeks. Last February, Dr. W. saw her, with much 
the same symptoms; there was then also felt a tumour below the right hypo- 
chondrium, varying much in size at different times, and usually very tender 
and painful; whole abdomen oocasionally distended and tympanitic; she gra- 
dually sank; the immediate cause of death being probably the nephritis, or a 
pneumonia which was found to some extent, though no symptoms referable to 
either disease were observed during life. The urine not being deficient in 
quantity, though for a short time before death it deposited a thick lateritions 
sediment. 

On dissectioD, both kidneys were found most extensively inflamed, and the 
form of inflammation very much like what is observed in the cose of purulent 
deposits; being iii distinct foci, from a fourth to half an inch in extent, and 
characterized by an effusion of thick pus, or by a mixture of pus and lymph^ 
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or by the simple infiltration of lymph ; the rednesB aboot the deposits being 
Tery limited^ and evidently due, in part, if not wholly, to the extravasation of 
blood. Where pus alone is found, proper afaecesses are of course formed. The 
intervening structure healthy; the tubular portions being scarcely, if at all, 
affected; mucous membrane very slightly affected. The idea of phlebitis not 
having occurred, the veins were not examined. 

The stomach and intestines were examined carefully throughout, and found 
to be quite healthy. The liver, however, was somewhat diseased in struc- 
ture; and though not generally enlarged, the right lobe was prolonged down- 
wards nearly to the. ilium, forming the very distinct and movable tumour felt 
during life. The absence of any disease in the alimentary canal, even sup- 
posing the liver to have been previously affected, appeared to be an interest- 
ing circumstance. 

Another curious fact was observed in this case, and which Dr. J. has met 
with once before, though he has never heard the possibility of it alluded to^ 
and that was the existence of a small distinct tumour formed by the piylorus, 
thou^ this portion of the stomach, as well as every other, was healthy, the 
thickness and consistence being perfectly normal. The tumour was as dis- 
tinct after death as before, and the explanation of it was determined as soon 
as the abdomen was opened. 

Dec. 9.— Twmour of the Orbitxd Cavity. Extirpation of the Eye, 3j Dr. 
Hooper. — The patient from whom this disease was removed was a pale, 
feeble-looking man, fifty-three years old. The disease had existed in the left 
eye for three years, was never attended with any severe pain, but a sense of 
weight and uneasiness. The eye was much protruded, the organ itself not 
enlarged, oomea transparent, much chemosis of the conjunctiva and eversion of 
the lower lid, vision entirely gone for the last two years. Oct. 29. An ex- 
ploratory incision gave issue to a quantity of serous fluid, and the protrusion 
became much diminished, but again increased; and on the 26th of November, 
the eye was removed (patient under the influence of ether). There was found 
behind it, and slightly adherent to the sclerotica, a tumour, which, examined 
by Dr. H. J. Bigelow, was found to be of a semi-transparent structure, and 
of an albumino-fibrous nature. Dr. Bigelow showed drawings of the micro- 
scopical appearanoes ; simple nucleated cells, with no appearance of a cyst. 

Dec. 23.— Cb«« of Encysted Ovarian Tumour. Eeported by Dr. CoAUB. — 
Mrs. H., 8Bt sixty-eight. Has had four children. Health not good after birth of 
last. Menses irregular for some time, and ceased at age of forty-three ; health 
much restored afterwards. Early in 1843 fell down a few steps, striking the 
lower extremity of the spine ; fainted at the time, and felt very ill. Ketumed 
home the next day, three miles distant, and was confined to her bed three 
weeks, and three to her room— in all, six weeks. From that time her health 
declined; and on the 12th of the following April (three months after the acci- 
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dent), the appearance of enlargement in the left iliac region commenced. By 
the 29th of October, 1845, aboat thirty-two months after the accident, the 
enlargement was so great as to require tapping. The operation was repeated, 
and the quantity of fluid discharged is as follows : — 



Ibi. 

1845, Oct. 29th, . . . 3U 

1846, June 23(1, . . . 18 

1847, Feb. 17ih, ... 25 
Aug. 3d, . . . 20 
Dec. 14th, . . 24i 

1848, Ap. 13tb, ... 28 
July 12tb, ... 27 
Sept. 18tb, . . 23 
Nov. 16th, . . 26 

1849, Jan. 17th, ... 27 
March 4th, . . 26 
April 13th, . . 25 
May2l8t, ... 20 
June 25th, . . 22 
July 28th, ... 22 
Aug. 26th, . . . 29} 
Sept. 22(1, ... 27 
Oct. 17, ... 26 



1849, Nov. 9th, . 
Nov. 29th, 
Dec. 17ih, . 

1850, Jan. 5tb, . 
Jan. 22(1, . 
Feb. 8th, . 
Feb. 23d, . 
March 10th, 
March 26th, 
April 9th, . 
April 23d, . 
May 7th, . 
May 20th, . 
June Ist, . 
June 14th, 
June 27th, 
July 9th, . 
July 20th, 



Ibi. 
. 23 
. 22 
. 21 
. 21 
. 21 
. 22} 
. 24 
. 21 
. 19 
. 19 
. 18 
. 16 
. 16 
. 16 
. 18 
. 15 
. 13 
. 12 





lbs. 


1850, August 1st, . . 


. 15 


Aug. 12tli, . . 


. 15 


August 23d, . 


. 11 


September 3d, 


. 11 


September 14 th, 


. 14 


September 24th, 


. 14 


October 3d, . 


. 14 


October 12th, . 


. 14 


October 22d, . 


. 16 


October 3 Ist, . 


. 14 


November 8th, 


. 15 


November 16th, 


. 12 


November 24tb, 


. 16 


December 2d, . 


. 13 


December 10th, 


. 13 



Total, 51 tappings, 989} Ibt. 



The form of the tumour during life could be readily distinguished throiif^ 
the walls of the abdomen, lobulated, not tender, with a very limited mobility. 
Across the lower part, coming from the left side on a level with the anterior 
superior spinous process of the ilium, and disappearing about the pubis, was 
a very perceptible band, soft and elastic, giving a sensation of containing fluid. 
This, on examination after death, was found to be the sigmoid flexure of the 
colon, forced forwards and upwards into that unlooked-for position apparently 
by the tumour commencing immediately behind it, and carrying it up with 
its growth. With the exception of obstinate constipation, and an occasional 
pain at the epigastrium when the distension was great, there was no particular 
Buffering during the progress of the disease; and the clearness of mind and 
cheerful temperament of the patient were maintained till within an hour or two 
of the decease. In tapping, a variation of the operation was practiced, which 
may be worth mentioning. Upon emptying one sac, without withdrawing the 
canula, the trocar was reintroduced and pushed into another, and sometames 
into a third and fourth. In this way the bulk of the tumour was much more 
diminished than would have been done by the puncture of one sac alone, and 
without any additional pain or danger to the patient. 

The fluid at the first operation was thin and clear; latterly, it became as 
thick as the white of an egg, and occasionally turbid, with considerable ad- 
mixture of lymph. Some of the smaller sacs, however, discharged in the 
manner above described, contained a fluid of almost inky blackness. 

Death occurred from very gradual exhaustion of nature. £xaminatioii 
after death displayed the tumour — a thin sac, fitting the cavity of the abdo- 
men. It was covered partially on the right by recently effused lymph-*the 
result of a slight peritonitis of the last few days. Attachments existed with 
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the anterior walls of the abdomen for the space of about four inches square, 
where the punctures had been made, and more extensive ones in both 
iliac fossaa. The os uteri was almost obIiterated*-the uterus lengthened — ^its 
posterior wall closely attached to the tumour. The right Fallopian tube was 
free; the left and its ovary lost in the tumour. The larger sac broke in 
handling it, displaying in its interior numberless others of various sizes, and 
these in turn containing others. 

Dec 23. — Dr. Bowditoh reported the following case: — ^An Irishman, 
tidrty-five years of age, a corn-measurer, had been for a long time exposed to 
the dust of grain, and a cough had been often excited by it. Finally, copious 
^ vomiting of blood'' occurred (according to statement of patient). The last 
hsdmatemesis took place about three weeks since ; but there had been three 
attacks during the year, and, each time, about a quart had been lost. Patient 
referred all symptoms and sensations to his stomach. On inquiry. Dr. B. 
found he had had slight cough at other times than when inhaling dust, 
although the patient scarcely allowed that it occurred, so very trivial was it. 
There was some emaciation. Ofk auscultation, cavernous respiration, with 
gorgling, at lower half of right lung. There was less sound, generally, in 
this lung than in the other, but no marked signs at the top indicating tuber- 
des. On the contrary, all the chief physical phenomena were at the lower 
parts. Three days after first auscultation, a second examination discovered 
all the above signs gone, or nearly so : patient improved. In a week, the 
bloody sputa, a few of which were perceptible on his entrance at the hospital, 
had disappeared. Five days ago, he suddenly again raised about Jxvi of 
blood, which was apparently purely arterial; it was raised in the night, with- 
out previous warning, and had formed into a large dense coagulum (as if it 
had been taken from a vein in the arm), in the sputa-cup. This was noticed 
at the physician's visit the next morning. The physical signs above enume- 
rated again presented themselves. Since this, they have subsided again. 

Dr. B. remarked that this case is to him unique in its characteristics; he 
said it might suggest the idea of pulmonary apoplexy; there were doubtless 
condensation and congestion of the pulmonary tissue, which were relieved by 
the hemorrhages — probably no cavity. 

Dr. BiOEi«ow, sr., said, in reply to a question from Dr. Bowditch, that he 
did not remember precisely such a case; he had often doubted whether pec- 
toriloquy could be said to exist, properly, unless gurgling assured us of a 
cavity. 

Dr. Bowditch remarked, that the decision between pectoriloquy and bron- 
chophony was not the point; but whether such a case, with the peculiar 
attacks of hssmoptysis, and the sudden changes in the condensation of the 
lung, according as the bleeding occurred, was not unique. 
11 
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Dee, 2S. "^Excesgive Liquor Anrnit in a case of Twnn Birth, Dcm^eromt 
Symptoms. Case reported by Dr. STOREa.— On ihe 13th alt. Dr. Storer 
was suddenly called to a woman in labour at her seven ajid a-half month of 
pregnancy. She had been unwell for some months, complaining of much 
cough and difficulty of breathing, but had consulted no physician, and, fox 
the greater part of the time, had performed her ordinary domestic ayocatioiiB. 
He found her sitting in her chair, suffering from a severe pain ; upon its ces- 
sation, she was placed upon her bed, and examined per vaginam. Feelingi 
through the unbroken membranes, a hand, he immediately ruptured her bag 
of waters, reached a foot, turned the child, and delivered. This was readily 
accomplished, on account of the small size of the in&nt Upon the birth of 
the child, the mother experienced, immediately, two or three exoeedio^y 
strong pains, in the midst of which she coughed much, and expectorated quite 
a quantity of frothy, bloody mucus. Upon examination, he found a second 
bag of waters : his patient was herself satisfied she had still a child within her. 
As she was suffering greatly from dyspnoea, which almost prevented her from 
remaining on the bed, even in a semi-recumbent position, he ruptured the 
membranes. An enormous quantity of liquor amnii passed off. At this mo- 
ment a severe pain ensued, which continued a minute or two, during which Dr. 
8. thought she must die. The dyspnooa was very distressing; there was a coo- 
stant disposition to throw off bloody mucus; her countenance was livid through- 
out ; the expression frightful ; about four respirations in a minute. • The pulse 
at the wrist imperceptible. Dr. S. was about to send for his forceps, when 
the head was expelled — the mother being supported nearly erect, almost un^ 
conscious of her delivery. In this state, it seeming impossible that she could 
survive for any length of time, the immediate friends of the fiimily were sum- 
moned to see her die. For several hours she continued in the condition just 
described, gasping for breath, constantly fanned to enable her to breathe at 
all. Her lips and nails were of a deep purple colour — her face and neck more 
or less livid ; she was unable to speak or to swallow. She lived, however, 
through the night, and the next day, supported, as has been before stated, in 
an erect posture— procuring some sleep; and during the latter part of her time 
taking a small quantity of stimuli, such as brandy, &c. The second night 
she was able to lie down in a semi-recumbent posture. The third night 
she lay almost horizontally. From this time she convalesced slowly, and is 
at this moment in a very comfortable condition, complaining only of debility. 
She is hereditarily disposed to phthisis, and has dullness on percussion and 
deficient respiration at the top of one of the scapulae; but she has rallied from 
her confinement, much to the amazement of all who were with her, not except- 
ing her physician. 

While sitting up in bed, hours after her confinement, Dr. S. could hear 
no respiration over the greater part of the chest; at the apices only of the 
lungs did any air appear to enter, and there with great difficulty. 
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The ohildren, which are Btill alive and well^ were quite Bmall; weighing 
only about five pounds each; but the quantity of liquor amnii was very great 
— a larger quantity than Dr. Storer remembers ever to have seen^ unless 
there existed at the same time a diseased placenta. 

Dec, 23 Puerperal Fever — untmtal Symptoms. By Dr. Storer. — ^Dr* 

Storer stated that, as several puerperal cases had occurred since the last 
meeting, he would refer to one which fell under his treatment. On the 9th 
instant, he was called to a lady, thirty-five years of age, in labour with her 
third child; she was delivered after six hours pain. Tho first three days she 
convalesced, as well as after either of her previous accouchemcnts. On the 
morning of the fourth day, he learned she had had a restless night, and 
had had three dejections. When he saw her, she had no pain in the abdo- 
men, and felt no uneasiness upon pressure being made there; the pulse but 
slightly accelerated; she complained only of an urgent dtsposUion to stool. 
Her mother then told him that, for several weeks previous to her confinement, 
she had suffered from a diarrhoea, for which she was unwilling to take any 
medicine. Dr. S. ordered an opiate injection and demulcent drinks, by which 
ahe seemed relieved towards night. On the morning of the 5th day, com- 
jdaining of some pain upon pressure over tho uterus, she was leeched, and 
minute doses of calomel and Dover's powder were administered. She was 
relieved by the leeches, but her aspect was bad : the breathing was not much 
embarrassed ; the pulse only 100, and she was not very restless. On the 
morning of the sixth day, the pain returned in the abdomen, accompanied 
with slight fullness there; a Mister was ordered. On the 7th, pain much 
reUeved; irritability of bowels lessened, but still uneasiness coniiuixed ; she 
seemed much exhausted and depressed ; continued medicine. On the 8 th, milk 
and lochia suppressed for the first time; great prostration; abdomen more full, 
but still slight complaint upon pressure. On the 9th day after delivery, died. 
Was conscious throughout the whole of her sickness, and for several days con- 
tinued to apply her child to the breast. 

Dr. Chaa. E. Ware remarked that he also had had a fatal case of puerpe- 
lal fever. He was called to Mrs. M. at 5 o'clock A. M., Doc. 9tb, in labour. 
She had had slight pains all night The waters had broken, and everything 
appeared right. She continued in about the same state tiU noon, making very 
alow progress; at 6 P. M., the pains diminishing, and the child having made 
no progress for several hours, she being a feeble and nervous woman, the for- 
oeps were applied, and one child, a male, delivered with very little difficulty. 
It was then found that there was another child, in the membranes, present- 
ing by the arm. It was turned, and the feet brought down. At the head, 
it was arrested, the cord pulsating, and no pains. It remained about twenty 
minutes in this state before it could be extricated, and cried in the vagina at 
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least ten minutes before it was born. It was still-bom, but was resnaoitated 
and both children are now doing well. 

The mother was much exhausted, but was got comfortably to bed. The 
next morning her pulse was 128, and she complained of a little sore throat 
From this time her pulse continued to fall, till the 13th, when she had her 
milk, and everything appeared to be doing well. Her pulse was 100. That 
day she took oil, which operated well. In the evening, however, she had 
chills, a great sense of fatigue, and passed a restless night. The next moni- 
ing she had a pulse of 120. There was no unusual soreness, nor fullness 
about the abdomen. Her respiration was natural, with a full expansion of 
the abdomen. Her milk and lochia were abundant and natural. She only 
complained of her throat, about which there were no apparent signs of trouble. 
Her tongue was dry, and there was sordes on the teeth. The next morning 
there was delirium, which continued more or less active until her death. Her 
pulse continued to increase in frequency, and was so fluctuating in character as 
to be with difficulty counted during the last two days of her life. While her 
oonsciousness continued, she only complained of her sore throat, and a sink- 
ing sensation at the epigastrium ; never of the abdomen, which did not pr^ 
sent any evidence of peritonitis or phlebitis, in the symptoms. Her milk left 
her. Her lochia continued to the last. She died the evening of Dec. 18th. 
There was nothing in her symptoms to call for or admit of depletion. She 
was treated with quinine and stimulants. 

Two of her children, who were in the house, had sore throat at the time 
that she was confined. Her husband had one, commencing on the day that 
his wife died. They were all of an exceedingly mild character, and presented 
nothing malignant. Dr. Ware attended another woman in child-bed the night 
that Mrs. M. was confined, and another the next day, both before Mrs. M. 
presented any untoward symptoms. Both patients did very well. 

Jan. 13. — Imperforate Rectum; laceration of the Intestine, Case reported 
by Dr. B. E. Cotting. — The child, a female, was born on the afternoon of the 
Sth inst. ; on the lOtb, at 3 P. M., Dr. C. saw it in consultation, and found 
it almost pulseless; abdomen tender and tympanitic; passed the little finger 
half an inch or more up the intestine, and was met by a firm, fleshy resist- 
ance; n(» operation was attempted, and the child died in about four hours. 
On dissection, the abdomen was found distended with gas; and in the cavity 
was a large quantity of meconium, with here and there some redness, and a 
small patch of lymph upon the peritoneal surface. As usual in such cases, 
thertt iH a small portion of intestine below, with about the same extent of im- 
pt'ttonUiou. Just above this last, there are seen two longitudinal rents, an 
:ivu or more iu length, which extend through the outer coats, and one 
oa ihe entire pariotes. The intestine, which was exhibited, has not now 
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the appearance of having been much distended; and neither does it show any 
signs of inflammation^ externally or internally. 

Jan, 18. — Dr. Cotting also presented a calculos that had formed in the 
neighbourhood of a large abscess about the tonsil^ inflammation having com- 
menced last November. The patient is a man forty-five years of age. The 
calculus, which has been only recently discharged, is about as large as the 
tip of the little finger, and white, somewhat crumbling, and of an earthy ap- 
pearance, but laminated towards the centre. . 

Jan. 13, 1851. — /Wypiw of the Ear, By Dr. Hooper. — The patient 
from whom this was secured, a man thirty-five years old, had a similar opera- 
tion in April last; since that time, the present polypus has grown. It is a 
fibrous polypus of extraordinary size. The chief symptoms attending it were 
otorrhoea, and an inconvenience in moving the jaw. A slight hemorrhage 
followed its removal, soon ceasing on syringing the ear with cold water. 

Jan. 27th, — Malignant Tumour arising from Periosteum of left Tibia — 
Removal of the Limb. Case reported by Dr. J. M. Warren. — ^The patient 
was a mechanic, fifty-two years of age ; his general health has always been 
good; knew of no hereditary tendency to carcinomatous disease; exhibited 
none of the appearances of the diathesis. 

About twenty-three years ago, he struck the hook of a heavy ox-chain 
against anterior aspect of left tibia at about its middle. Within twenty-four 
hours after the injury, noticed a '^ swelling as large as a kernel of com," which 
he was confident was not like the swelling of an ordinary bruise, being much 
harder, not discoloured, and excessively tender. This gradually increased, 
nntil, in three or four weeks, it was as large as a pullet's egg. It so conti- 
nued for twenty year^; never painful, but always excessively tender. 

- Three years and a half ago, while driving a nail, the hammer glanced and 
stmck partly on the skin bone and partly on the tumour. The pain from the 
blow was excruciating, continuing for twenty-four hours, when it gradually 
anbeided and he went about his business, but was subject to twinges of pain 
at intervals of a few hours for two or three months, the average amount being 
greater at night. 

Two or three months after the blow, he noticed a gradual enlargement of 
the tumour, which, in 18 months, had grown to the size of a large orange. 
The increase of pain was in direct ratio to the growth. At this time, Uie 
whole of his limb below the tumour was swollen and (edematous, the tumour 
itself very red — at apex, a bright crimson, the integument covering it very 
thin and tense. 

From a slight accidental abrasion, granulations now shot out, bleeding freely 
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at the slightest touch. About a week after, the tumour was remoyed by a ma* 
goon, and portions of the tibia, to which it proved to be adherent^ chipped o£ 
The wound healed in three months, and remained sound for a jear. Then, a 
little to the outside of the cicatrix, a swelling was noticed of the.diameter of 
a penny. This followed precisely the same course as the preceding tnmoory 
altogether resembling it, except in size and situation, being a little moie on 
the outer aspect of th6 leg, and a little larger. 

The appearance of the tumour was as follows just previous to removal of 
limb. Six inches above malleolus, on outer aspect of leffc tibia and apptp 
rontly adherent to it, was a lobulated tumour, eight and three-quarters inches 
in circumference, two inches in height. It was somewhat constricted at its 
base by the integumput through which it had extruded, as if forced up firom 
beneath. Just to inside of its base was a hard tumour, in sixe and shape like 
a largo almond, which he said very much resembled the original tomonr of 
twenty-tliree years ago. This had been about six months in aoquiring ill 
present site. 

Ten days ago, apex of large tumour became sloughy, and so continued. 
Integument at base was reddened, and the tenderness was greatest at thai 
spot When the limb was at rest, the pain was slight; after exercise, much 
increased. Patient kept about his business till within ten days. 

No other tumour observed extemaUy ; none felt through abdominal pariefeea; 
no apparent enlargement of inguinal glands. 

Dr. Warren removed the limb, above the knee-joint, by the circular method. 
On sawing the tibia longitudinally, after removal, it was found that the ori- 
ginal tumour was between the periosteum and the bone. Its siie was about 
that of a walnut ; it was quite firm, white and fibrous in appearance; epna^ 
ing from one side of it was the large fungous growth described above. 

Jiin, 27. — Tumour of Right Arm j requiring amputation at the Shoulder^ 
joint, — Dr. J. Mason Warren exhibited a tumour apparently of a malignant 
nature, and stated the. case, which was as follows. The padent was a tall, 
thin man, tliirty years of age. He had always been healthy until last April, 
when he ha^i a di^'harge of blood firom the kidneys, unattended with pain, 
which la5tod him for one or two weeks. In June, the present tomour appeared 
as a small hard lump under the skin of the arm near the inaertioii of tlio 
deltoid mu;!<'lo. This had gradually incrcqued until it nearly eodroled 
the arm, extending under, and raising up, the brachial arteries and nerves. 
The motions of the arm were not much affediNl by its pressure, bnl latlerij 
it had taken lUi a mon> rapid incroase, and the active portion of it was some- 
what panful Dr. Towksbury, of Portland, cwnsidonxi the caj^ a critical one, 
demanding the nniun-^l of the tumour or the arm« and diivcted the patient to 
IV. W. After a very careful examinatiiw of the tumour* which was quite firm 
and movable, it was Agreed thM the patient ^h^^uld be put under the inflnence 
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of ether, the tumoiir oat into, and if found to possess the character of a ma- 
lignant growth, that the arm should be removed at the shoulder-joint. 

The operation was done on the 15th February, and on the tumour being 
incised, all the gentlemen present, viz : Dr. Raj, of Kentucky, Drs. Thorndike, 
Minot, Williams, Foltz, Brown, Stone, and Gore, coincided with Dr. W. in 
regard to its having the appearance of a carcinomatous growth. The bleeding 
from it, which was quite free, was therefore stanched with a bit of sponge, 
and the removal of the arm proceeded with. This was done by an anterior 
and a posterior flap, the former being made from without inwards, by means 
of a scalpel, in order to have a more regular wound, and the better to avoid 
impinging on the tumour. The subclavian artery, as it passes over the first 
rib, was BO effectually compressed by Dr. Williams, that scarcely any blood 
was lost. 

The patient is now doing well. On the 20th January, he had a discharge 
of bloody urine, which he attributed to the confined situation in which he had 
remained, on his back, and which had produced a severe pain in the loins. 
He seemed to attach but littie importance to it, and in fact it soon ceased. 
Dr. Thomdike, who has charge of him, reports that he is rapidly recovering. 

The tumour, on dissection, presented a lardaceous appearance, and, under 
the microscope, shgwed much fibrous tissue, in which, after much investiga- 
tion, cancer cells were distinguished. 

January 27, 1851. — Acephalous Female Foetus, Presented by Dr. W. E. 
TowNSiND. — ^The chief peculiarity connected with this case was the difficulty 
of determining the pregnancy of the mother. She has had three children 
before this, and reported that she had no one symptom of pregnancy that she 
had before experienced, except the non-appearance of the catamenia after the 
death of her last infant, and, as she had been before irregular, she did not 
attach much importance to that symptom. 

During the whole period of gestation, she felt, at times, severe pain in her 
flodes and back, had much suffering accompanying her discharges, and during 
the last three months obtained but littie respite from pain day or night. No 
plaoental murmur could be heard, nor could the pulsations of the foetal heart 
be detected, and it was only after a careful vaginal examination that her con- 
dition could, with certainty, be discovered. She had no enlargement of the 
waist, the whole of the increase of size being below that part, and this varied 
greatly from day to day. At delivery, about two gallons of liquor amnii 
escaped; the foetus presented by the feet, and was still-bom. The spine is 
bifid as fiur as the lumbar vertebrsd, and the whole bears a very striking resem- 
Uanoe to a large bull-firog. 

Jan. 27. — Microscopical Anatomy. Dr. 0. W. Holmes. — Dl. Holmes 
reminded the Society that he had, in the autumn of 1847, described and 
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shown, at a meeting of the Society, certain new and hitherto nndeaoribed 
bodies discovered bj him in the cancellated structure of human bonei. 
Several drawings of them were taken at the same time by Mr. McUvaine of 
Philadelphia, then in Boston, which have been exhibited to the class dmriog 
every course of lectures since that time. 

These bodies have been lately described by M. Robin under the nam« 
of medullary cells. (See Gaz, Mid. for Deo. 22d, 1849, and Am, Journal 
of the Medical Scietices for July, 1850.) He speaks of them as spherical or 
slightly polyhedric, transparent, with defined borders, and generally inoloding 
a spherical, regular, transparent, sharply defined nucleus, with moleonlar 
granules between it and the cell wall. They are most abundant, he has 
remarked, in young subjects, and towards the end of the period of gestip 
tion. 

There can be no doubt of the identity of these cells with those described 
and exhibited here two years previously to his publication. Several poiiito 
may be added to his description. The nucleus, as Dr. Holmes has seen it, is 
of a remarkable yellow colour. In some instances he has found it oontaining 
a distinct nucleolus, in others there were two nuclei perfectly distinct^ and 
in one cell lately noticed, there appeared to be four. The cells seem to be 
situated on the exterior of the bone, as they may sometimes be removed by 
repoatod brushing with a camel's hair pencil. In siie and general appear- 
anot\ thoy are not unlike dried blood-corpuscles. They resist strong aoetio 
acid and Unliug water. 

Dr. Holmes exhibited specimens of these bone-cells, which he proposed 
to invostijjato more oinuplotely hereafter. 

Ho als«> shovriHi the etfot't of pi^larized light in displaying the lamellated 
structure of Ik>uo, a eireumstanco not referred to in the works he has at hand, 
but of which ho has tV^r several years been in the habit of availing himself 
in his miorx^oopio demonstrations. 

Another p^nut to which he called the attention of the Society, as illostrated 
iu a s(H.vimou Ivforv ihom, was the infernijtttd form of the dentine tube, a 
form not shown bv Mr. Touios among the varieties he fi^ie^ The appearanee 
is like that of a thormomoter tube in which the mereurr has beeome broken 
up into loul^T or shorter cv4umus« or like what is often seen in the centre of 
a hdur. The lino of the tube showis an alternaxiv^n v>f d^u-k and light spacesi 
i^on very rv^gular iu siio, the dark portions ;KHueumes ii:ue more than mere 
di^s, s^^mo;imcs y>i vvusidorable length. It can :^*arwiy be doubted that this 
appoarauoo is owing to the presence of an opaque dep^xsic, naiural or acci- 
dental, in a tians:\»n;*a! tuK\ which it has im^k^rcVvtly nlleu. in the same way 
that an unsu«\vs<s:a.I i:i^\'::ou partially nils an aitcxy. ^nd is may b« con- 
siviorwl au, :hor ov:.uaov v t :i:«: tubular triiaracter ex the ies-.Lce, i: sach were 
wantiu^:. * 
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Jan. 27. — Ulceration of the Caecum. Dr. Stobeb feported the oase.— * 
Early in December last, Dr. S. was called to visit Miss L., aged about twenty- 
fire years. She complained of great pain in the right iliac fossa, and was 
saffering from considerable constitutional excitement :— Upon examining the 
part affected, he found it tumefied from about two inches anterior to the crest 
of the ilium, to some distance backward upon its spine; this tumefaction was 
esoeedingly sensitive, and pressure upon a portion of it detected fluctuation. 
Dr. S. ascertained that she had taken a long wal): a week or two previously, 
when the ground was damp, with thin shoes^— and, that at that time she felt 
dulled;— >immediately after this exposure, she began to complain of uneasiness 
in the affected part, and her. suffering had, since, constantly increased. The 
absoess was punctured, and egress given to several ounces of exceedingly ofien- 
uve, ill-conditioned pus, together with a small portion of air : great relief was 
immediately experienced. The purulent matter continued to flow, unmixed with 
any foreign substance, until the third day after the opening was made. At 
this time. Dr. Storer noticed three or four small black masses about the sise 
0f an ordinaxy pea, looking like little scybala, and tiie patient told him, that 
during the previous night she had been disturbed by the passage of air from 
tke orifice. On the fburth day, liquid fecal matter flowed freely from the 
wound — this continued four or five days, requiring that dressings should be 
Implied repeatedly during the day. From this period, nearly five weeks 
elapsed without the passage of any fecal matter, the discharge being entirely 
pamlent, accompanied occasionally by air. At the termination of a month, 
tiie patient^ having complained for a day or two of local heat and fulness, to- 
gether with general febrile excitement, observed in the purulent discharge 
from the wound, quite a number of fig-seeds, which had been swallowed a 
fiirtmght previously. Succeeding the passage of these seeds, a long, somewhat 
oompreesed substance was observed in the aperture oi the skin, which proved 
to be a portion of apple-peel, several folds of whidi had become rolled upon 
tfaemsdves, forming a fine, pointed body. Fecal matter followed these foreign 
aabstanoes, and continued to flow for four days, and then gradually subsided. 

March lOth. — ^No fecal matter has passed during the last seven weeks — 
air has, however, repeatedly, until the last week;. — ^tiie bowels are regular, 
aad her general health much better than it was previous to the formation of 
the absoeas; a slight porulent discharge alone continues to flow. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson asked, if tuphlo-enteritis had been suspected as the 
Moae of the phenomena in the above casef Scybala had been discharged, 
at first, from the wound, and it is known that these have sometimes been the 
eanae of inflammation, &o., in the i^pendix cosci. 

Dr. SioaSB replied, that the discharge of fecal matter from the wound had 
heea fro/use — he did not refer the case to tuphlo-enteritis. 

Jan. 27. — Application of (hllodion as a preventive of Pitting^ in Variola^ 
12 
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and its we in cotes of Mammary Inflammaiion,^^DT. Storeb remarked that 
he hod used ooUodion in one case, within a short period, succeeefallj. The 
patient was very ill with small-pox; upon the appearance of the pnatolas, 
those upon the face were brushed over, two or three times daily, with the 
above liquid, until the period of desquamation. The patient, upon recovery, 
exhibited no pits upon her face. 

Dr. S. observed that, Professor Evans, of the Rush Medical College, had 
reported several cases, during the past year, in one of the Western Journals, 
in which he used collodion, advantageously, in mammary inflammatumi 
suppuration was prevented in most of the cases, and relief obtained in all. 
His object in applying this remedy, was to obtain a contraction of the parta; 
supposing that thus, the freedom with which the blood is forced into the 
mamma, would be overcome, and the lymph absorbed by compression. 

Dr. S. had tried Prof. E.'s plan in three cases, but had not observed any 
decided effect from the application ; he is unwilling, however, to venture aa 
opinion upon ite value, without further experience. 

Dr. BowBiTCH testified to the efficacy of collodion in the prevention of 
pitting from variola. 

Dr. Abbot supposed it to act by its constrictive property, compressing the 
blood-vessels around the pustules, and thus diminishing the formation of pas. 
With this view, he had applied it, in his own person, in threatened paro- 
nychia, with success, tho inflammation being completely arrested. 

Dr. BowDiTCH, referring to the apparent effect of pressure in preventing 
inflammation, mentioned a case of peritonitis, where the pressure made by 
the intestines upon each other seemed to arrest the diseased action, no inflam- 
matory blush being observed between the intestinal convolutions. 

In another case, where the liver had pressed upon the stomachy the portion 
of the latter viscus thus situated was quite white and entirely uninflamed, 
while the rest was much affected. 

Dr. Jackson said he had often noticed similar facts, but had never, jne- 
viously, thus accounted for them. He thought the effect of compresmoQ 
evident 

February 10. — Loss of the Power of Articulation, — ^Dr. BiGELOW, Senior, 
related the following cases : — ^A female who had amenorrhoea, suddenly lost 
the power of articulating words; she could protrude the tongue and utter 
sounds, and even sing a tune, but, for more than a week, made no articulate 
sound. At the end of two weeks, by strongly fixing the attention, she oould 
utter some words ; even now, she speaks but slowly. Dr. B. considers the 
affection, in the above case, analogous to stammering, and wholly nervous. 

The other case mentioned, was that of a man about thirty years of age, 
who came to the Masf^ichusctts General Hospital, complaining of pain in the 
lumbar region, extondiog to the right hip and thigh, resembling sciatica. Large 
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doses of aconite and oolohicnm relieyed the pain, and the patient seemed 
oonvalesoent Catarrh, with slight febrile disturbance, ensued. About one 
week since, he suddenly lost the power of articulation, during the night; in 
the morning, on being questioned, he was unable to reply ; he could protrude 
the tongue, and motion <^ other muscular ports was preserved. On the fol- 
lowing day, difiSculty of moving the hands and arms came on ; at present, the 
hands are nearly immovable; the legs movable; he has vertigo, tinnitus 
wirium, and imperfect vision. In this case, Dr. B. apprehends more serious, 
and cerebral, difficulty. Dr. B. had previously reported to the Society the 
administration, by mistake of a nurse, of an over-dose of the tincture of 
aconite to this same patient; the strong tincture having been given in place 
of the weak, which was ordered. Nausea, dizziness, numbness, dryness of 
the fauces, loss of muscular power and of vision, followed its use, in the dose 
of six drops.^ 

Dr. Shattuck, Jr., stated the case of an apothecary connected with M. 
Louis' Hospital, in Paris, who lost the power of articulation after taking 
Cannabis Indica; the inability continued for four days; he then recovered the 
power of speech as suddenly as he had lost it. 

Dr. CoALE mentioned a case of embarrassed articulation, occurring in a 
gentleman whom he supposed affected with intestinal obstruction; the patient 
was hystericaUy seized at times; violent convulsive movements occurring; 
strong spasm of the lingual muscles caused the tip of the tongue to turn up- 
wards at right angles whenever he attempted to speak. Dr. C, regarding 
the affection as a purely nervous one, directed the patient to apply undiluted 
brandy to the tip of the tongue, on the access of the spasm-— the brandy 
being applied by the patient's finger, he holding a wineglassful of it in his 
hand whenever ho wished to speak, as not more than a dozen or two dozen 
words could be spoken without the occurrence of the lingual spasm, which 
was promptly arrested by this treatment. The affection lasted for thirty-six 
. hours. 

February \(i. — Case of Cdic strongly simulating Pleurisy, — ^Dr. CoALE was 
called out of town at midnight to see an elderly lady who had been seized early 
in the previous afternoon with a chilliness and a pain in the side and upper 
part of the chest. Several domestic remedies — hot cloths, a ''mm sweaty" and 
hot drinks— had been used, but the pain increased until it was insupportable. 
Though a woman of much power of endurance and of self-resolution, her 
groans could be heard all over the house. She was found propped up in bed, 
inclined to the right side. The countenance expressed anxiety ; groans con- 
tinual ; respiration 40 in the minute ; pulse 80. The pain was referred to 
the seventh rib on the right, and running thence to the shoulder of tiiat 

* This patient died with general paralysis a few days afterwards. No autopsy 
•nowed. 
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side and to the infra-clavioular depression. The mention of habitoal oonstt- 
pation gave Dr. 0. a suggestion that tiie affection might be caused by flaltt- 
lence, more particularly as the pulse did not seem excited proportionaUy 16 
such intense pain. Some castor oil was given, followed up by rhnbarb ; anfl 
there being no syringe at hand, a soap suppository was introduced into ibe 
rectum, an hour after the administration of the oil. Free stools, aooofll- 
panied by much gas, soon testified to the correctness of the diagnosis, atad 
gaye relief to the patient The notable points in this case are the Mid 
want of any symptom directiy referable to thel^wels, and the intense piAi 
so high in the chest as the infra-ehyicular fossa. 

F^, 24. — Fradwred Vertebrae, Dr. S. D. TowNSEND showed the spefil- 
mens.'— The fourth dorsal vertebra fractured through its body, and also l}ie 
spinous processes of the three next below it. The patient, from whom these 
were taken, received a blow from a *^ derrick,'' which first strudc the head^ 
then the hack. He was instantiy paralyzed from the diaphragm downwards. 
He lived seventeen days ; a slough formed over the saerum about the tendi 
day. 

Feb. 2^.'^Intra-Capiular Fracture of the Cervix FeMorit. Death fre^ 
Intestinal Strangulation, Dr. J. M. Warbsn related the case.— Jk. geii- 
tleman, 83 years of age, fell upon a carpeted floor, striking the right tro- 
chanter. He was taken up suffering severe pain. Foot everted and shoii- 
ened half an inch. He was placed on the triple inclined plane, the fbot 
supported by means of pillows and protected by a cradle. At the end of 
seven weeks he was able to move the leg without pain, and the foot was not 
disposed to evert. On the 80th of January he was seized with a pain in epi- 
gastrium, accompanied by vomiting. Pain relieved on Slst, but the vomiting 
continued at intervals until his death, which occurred on the 4th of February. 
During this period there was no pain on pressure over any part of the abdo- 
men, and no tumour perceived. One evacuation, of a solid consistence, took 
place from the bowels, by means of enema, on the 2d of February. The 
urine was suppressed for 24 hours ; afterwards, it was passed naturally. 

On examination after death it was discovered that about eighteen inches of 
the ileum, in the neighbourhood of the codcum, had passed through an apels 
ture in the circumference of the omentum, apparently made by an old adhe- 
sion ; all this portion of the intestine was black, but not in a state of gan- 
grene, the strangulation being partial. The capsule of the hip joint being 
opened there issued a small quantity of dark-coloured blood. A fracture 
was at once seen passing transversely through the neck of the bone ; the 
parts, however, were firmly interlocked, and it was only after efforts of 
forcible rotation were made that they partially separated. A portion of the 
periosteum, at the back part of the cervix, remained entire. The effects of 
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the fracture were to prodooe a slight shortening of the neck of the bone, by 
the fragments being driven^ as it were, one into the other, and an additional 
ahortness of the limb, from the partial drawing up of the shaft of the bone, 
bj mnsoular contraction. 

Feb. 24. — Testide retained in the Groin, Extirpation, Dr. J. M. War- 
Bsx showed the specimen. — ^The patient was 88 years old, and a small tumonr 
had always been observed high np in the groin, which, from the absence of 
the testicle in the scrotum, was supposed to be that organ arrested in its 
descent A year since, the tumonr suddenly slipped farther down in the 
course of the inguinal canal, enlarged, and became painful, the pain extend- 
ing into the abdomen, when the tumour was handled. On removal, the tesd- 
Die was found in a disorganized state, enveloped in the tunica vaginalis, which 
was partially adherent to it 

Feb, 24. — Rupture of ike Uterus, — ^Dr. Cabot reported the following case : 
S. S., about twenty-seven years of age, of light complexion and hair, good 
general health, and apparently well-proportioned, the mother of one child, 
bom six and a half years ago, and which child, a male, weighed at birth 
eight pounds, was taken with labour-pains at twelve M., Feb. 18, which 
pains increased in strength until Dr. C. visited her, at ten and a half P. M. 
At that time the os uteri was dilated to the size of a dollar and was yielding; 
the bag of waters quite prominent; at eleven and a half P. M. the latter 
broke; about the usual quantity of liquor amnii was discharged; os uteri 
dilated to about thrice the size remarked on first examination. The head 
advanced under action of very violent pains, until it almost pressed upon the 
perineum. After one o'clock A. M., Feb. 19th, the head did not advance 
siQch, if at all, although the pains continued very violent, straining and ex- 
pulsive, even when the patient was well under the influence of ether, of which, 
daring the labour, she consumed Jxx. The pains recurred at about five 
zninute intervals. At about eight A. M., Dr. Storer came in to relieve Dr. 
Cabot for a time ; there was no return of the pains after his arrival, but 
Tomiting of a greenish fluid occurred, and, on examination, Dr. S. found a knee 
projecting directly beneath the abdominal integuments, in the vicinity of the 
fundus uterL Patient's pulse small and fluttering; too frequent to be counted: 
previously, even while fully etherized, the pulse had been full and strong. Dr. 
Storer went for instruments, being confident that rupture of the uterus had 
taken place. On Dr. Cabot's return the perforator was applied to the child's 
bead, which did not (as is usual in these cases) recede, previous to the appli- 
6ition of the instrument, or at the moment of its application. The perforator 
was introduced with ease; forceps could not be used. The child (a female 
weighing seven pounds, exclusive of the brain) was extracted with great 
difficulty; the placenta followed immediately; the uterus contracted firmly 
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and well, feeling hard and rounded under the hand, as usual after normal 
delivery. Opium and brandy were administered. At twelve o'clock M., p^ 
tient complained of great pain in the abdomen; pulse too small and quick to 
be counted; countenance sunken; breathing very short and quipk. Brandy 
and opium continued. 20th, has been quite free from pain since last evening, 
and has not taken opium since then. At six P. M., the pulse 185 and fuller; 
the catheter was used. 2l8t, pulse 115, fuller; nausea and vomiting; pain in 
abdomen, but no great tenderness; lochia sufficient, not excessive from the 
first Catheterism ; ordered calomel and opium. 22d, pulse 104, patient 
comfortable till towards ^ight, when the lochia diminished ; pulse 125 ; ab- 
domen tender on pressure. Next day, pulse higher and tenderness of abdomen 
more marked. Calomel and morphia were administered, nearly every hooTy 
until two A. M., Feb. 24th, when patient became perfectly easy, slept, and, 
on being waked, said she was '' perfectly happy, but could not see;'' she dM 
at nine and a quarter A. M., five days from the time of her delivery. The 
lochia were profuse, the day before death, and looked like sanguinolent senun. 
At the ]^pU-inortem examination, made at four P. M., the foUomng appear- 
ances were noted. On opening the peritoneum, a small quantity of bloody 
serum escaped; coagula between the folds of the intestines, moulded to their 
shape; an elongated mass of sebaceous matter lay, perfectly free, Erectly 
beneath the peritoneum, which membrane was somewhat inflamed through- 
out; slight adhesions observed. The uterus was found ruptured completely 
across the anterior wall of its cervix, just below the os internum ; the organ 
measured five and a half inches in length, from the fundus to the os extemumi 
and four and a half inches in width. 

Dr. Cabot remarked that, the first point which attracts notice in this cuBf 
because an unusual occurrence, is the non-retrocession of the heady and the 
firmness with which it retained its position against the perforator; judging by 
these fiusts, some of our older and most experienced practitioners denied the 
accuracy of the diagnosis. The firmness with which the head had been driven 
and impacted into the pelvis, accounts fully, in Dr. C.'s opinion, for its non- 
retrocession, although he supposed at the time, and still thinks, that the utems 
may have pressed somewhat upon the foetus and contributed to its retention 
in a fixed position. In regard to the diagnosis, Dr. C. said, he thought the 
slightest habitude in the use of the tactile sense, would preclude the possibility 
of mistaking the nature of such a case, or the part projecting from the womb; 
the change from a full and good pulse to a mere flutter; the facies, the emesisi 
and sudden cessation of the pains, of themselves, sufficiently establish the 
diagnosis. Dr. C. added, that the second point of interest is the question 
whether delivery should have been sooner efiected : the result of the case might 
lead to an unhesitating affirmative reply, but the rarity of the accident must 
be borne in mind, and also the fact that many apparently impacted heads are 
finally delivered without interference, which of itself would induce delay, in 
order to make sure that there is no advance of the head. The doubt as to the 
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necesgihf of the destraction of a living human being, and, finally, the blame 
and odium that will rest upon the practitioner, should a bad result follow so 
serious an operation, are additional reasons for delay. Dr. C. would not, in 
another similar case, wait so long, before resorting to instrumental inter- 
ference. 

Dr. Cabot reported the following case : — 

Kdcides occurring in a Child,^^. H., 4 years of age in May, 1850, very 
healthy and free from all cutaneous disease, until May last, when he was 
very severely affected by small-pox, never having 4>een vaccinated — is the 
seventh child of a mother 28 years old, who was married the day before she 
was 14 years old, and whose oldest child was bom one month before she was 
15. She had, she says, scrofula at 5 or 6 years of age, and has a large scar 
from it on the side of her neck ; she lost, some years ago, the upper joint of 
a finger, from '' felon." One of her children had herpes zoster six years 
ago, when 8 years old. The child S. H. is rather of a leuco-phlegmatic com- 
]dexion and cast of countenance, thickish upper lip, &c. He recovered from 
the small-pox and was about the house early in July ; about two weeks after- 
wards an appearance like a bum was observed by the family near the left 
angle of the mouth. 

Dr. G.'s attention was called to this and other tumours on the 3d of t^ctober, 
when he found the principal tumour, near the left angle of the mouth, about 
two inches long in its longest diameter, and about three-fourths of an inch 
broad, very irregular in its outline, and having processes shooting out in differ- 
ent directions, as if formed byXhe mnning together of several tumours having 
their axes in different directions ; the surfiEuse smooth, pinkish, with some 
Teasels ramifying on its sur&oe; firm and hard to the touch ; resembling very 
maeh in its external characteristics the cicatrix of a bum. There was another 
emaller tumour close to the first, and, on the opposite side of his mouth were 
seven others, of which the longest was rather more than one-half by one- 
foorth of an inch. Besides these, there were five or six quite small ones in 
different parts of the face and two on the right arm. He never complains 
of pain except when touched on the tumours ; cries often when washed, 
thovigh not a crying child ; seemed to suffer very severely from a &I1 upon 
tlie part, and, at another time, when the principal tumour was roughly 
handled. October 12th, tincture of iodine, diluted with about its bulk of 
water, was applied to the tumours on the right side of the mouth, without 
moeh, if any, appearance of pain. Oct. ISth, tincture of iodine, rather less 
dSuted, was renewed, and to the tumour on the opposite side of the mouth, 
eolaUon of gun cotton was applied, the effect of which was to deprive it 
entirely of colour, making it white, and causing the veins to disappear ; some 
temporary pain seemed to be occasioned by it. 

[Keloide is pronounced, by the authorities of the present day upon cutane- 
ous diseases, to be exceedingly rare ; older writers even denied its existence 
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(Bateman). . Alibert first described it Cazenave (JfatoKet de la PooMf 
1838) states that it had not, up to the date of his work, been obeenred is 
infancy. Youth, bordering upon adult age, is its period of eleetimi ; it k 
almost universally seated upon the anterior part of the ohest^ and, by piefiov- 
ence, just between the mammsB; it is very rarely mulUple. Biett refers to only 
two multiple cases ; in one, eight patches existed ; in the other, two ; in the 
first case, on the neck and side of chest ; in the second, on the firontof ohest 
Cazenave alone, of the authors we have been able to consult^ reports the 
appearance of the disease upon the fact (Diet, de Midwine^ tome x?iL 
art. Eeloide), and this is exceedingly rare. The same writer declares its 
greater frequency in females and in those of lymphatic temperament] 

Feb, 2^,'~»Enlargement and Disease of the Liver and Spleen; OonereU 
I\l8 in the Heart, Hemorrhagic Absceu in the Back, &c. — ^Db. Bowditch !»• 
lated the following as having occurred in a man under his charge at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

J. C, 8Bt 44, Italian, mechanic, entered Aug. 22d, 1850. Had been in 
this country three years. Two years and a half since, while at Buffido, his 
previous health having been good, he noticed a firm body underneath abdomi- 
nal muscles, near to, and at the left of, the umbilicus. It was not painfoL 
Two months after this, he had intermittent fever, but soon reoovend. 
Another attack came on fifteen months afterwards, when the tumour became 
painful and increased in size. He never had jaundice or any hepatic symp- 
toms. At his entrance the tumour was hard, smooth (evidently an enormooa 
spleen), and extended from the left side nearly to the navel, and, fit>m two 
inches below the umbilicus, up under the cartilages of the ribs. From this 
time until death it remained very much as at entrance, save that at one time 
it seemed rather to augment, while toward the end of life the upper part 
appeared rather less prominent. At times it was painful and tender, bat 
usually not so. His general symptoms were as follows. His mind was 
always clear, but for several weeks before his death he was much troubled 
with dizziness, so that at times he was wholly unable to walk. Epistaxis oo- 
curred frequently, and once or twice required plugging of the nostrils. His 
digestion was usually good for simple articles, but the bowels were costivei 
and sometimes he vomited— -once, a dark fluid containing granules, like de- 
composed coagula. At the latter part of life he had some cough and pains 
about the chest. The renal excretion at his entrance was abnormal, contain- 
ing pus, and he had some priapism. He had no distinct febrile paroxysm. 
There was observed a tendency generally to glandular enlargements. On 
December 5th he spoke of a tumour that had suddenly appeared in the 
left back, and on examination a soft, regularly rounded, non-painful tumour 
was found. It seemed to contain fluid, and Dr. H. J. Bigelow agreed to 
that idea, but it was thought best not to puncture it, as it caused little or no 
sufiering. Under hop fomentations, &c., it wholly disappeared in a very few 
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days. Jan. 20th. — A amihr BweUing saddenly ctme in the right baok and 
ride, extending laterally from within five inehes of the sternum nearly to the 
spine, and from above dovrnwards, over mx inches. It projected at least an 
inoh above the snrfiioe of the skin, but very gradually lost itself in the sur- 
rounding tissue. On the Slst it was punctured with a hydrocele trocar, and 
Jzvij of a grumous pus drawn off, with some relief. Meanwhile, the right 
side of the abdomen, in front, became hard and tender, and the spleen seemed 
rather lessened in sise. The patient gradually became weaker, and died 
February 12th. 

The treatment had been, in the first stages, tonics, quinine, iron, &c. ; 
finally, diuretics and local applications to the tumour. 

At the autopsy, the whole right side of the thorax was very prominent, and 
an incision being made, a cavity was found extending (between the muscles, 
and at times involving portions of them) from the cartilages of the ribs in front 
to the vertebr», and from the spine of the scapula to the ilium. It contained 
bloody pus, and large coagulated masses, at its depending parts. By the 
microscope, pus was detected, and also exudation corpuscles and blood cysts. 
There was no lining membrane to the cavity, but it was continuous, with an 
infiltrated mass of cellular membrane lying on the right of the abdomen, 
and between the internal and external oblique abdominal muscles. This mass 
of oondensed infiltrated cellular membrane was the cause of the hardness felt 
in the right side of the abdomen a few days before death. Axillary glands 
enlarged, and, like other glands, had a scrofrdous, curdy look. Axillary veins 
of right side filled with enormous coagula, which extended through the vena 
cava descendens and auricle and ven^de of the heart, there terminating in 
a jelly-like looking pus. Not a particle of pure fluid pus was to be seen, but 
this jelly, or '< concrete pus," was composed solely of pus globules. 

In the lef^ pleura was a large effusion of recent serum or lymph. LunffM 
healthy. Heart had a few old white patches. Liver pale, ptftfy like, soft, 
tearing with its own weight, red substance scarcely seen; weight 9 lbs. 5 oa. 
S^pleen weired 4 lbs. 16 oi. (!), strongly adherent by old bands to perito- 
nenm ; it was solid, red, and, on incision, presented a smooth cut, of a red 
edour, save that in spots there were hard masses of a shining chestnut 
Kidneys slightly affected with Bright's granular disease. Intettines, — Some 
dd constrictions, from cicatrization, were observed; otherwise, they, with the 
Btomach and other organs, were healthy. Head not examined. 

Dr. Bowditch remarked that the enormous spleen and liver were interest- 
ing, but the abscess containing blood, and the concrete pus in the heart, and 
the total subsidence of one tumour from the back, were the more important 
points in the case. He had never seen the like before, although the hemor- 
rhagic abscess and epistaxis probably were dependent on the same cause, 
vis : the hemorrhage diathesis, consequent on hepatic disease, of which we 
have seen not a few examples. 
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Feb. 24. — Membranous Croup ; recovery from first attack ; death afUr 
Pneumonia consequent upon a second access of Croup, Dr. HoMANB reported 
the case. — ^Tho patient was a child of full habit of body, two and a half yean 
of age. Seizure sudden, on waking. Ipecac, and calome), with antimony, 
were administered; nausea was maintained. Early in the morning after the 
attack, Dr. H. used the sponge probang to apply a solution of nitrate of silTer 
(grs. xl to Sj) to the larynx ; fiilse membrane was observed on the tonsils. 
The child suffered very great dyspnoea from the operation, for half an hour ; in 
an hour's time it began to breathe better ; in twenty-four hours from this it seemed 
greatly improved; then, the paroxysms returned, and the caustic solution was 
again applied. Five days from this time, the child did not require the phy- 
sician's attendance during a period of ten days; symptoms of true croup then 
returned, and the existence of pneumonia was also suspected; Dr. H. again had 
recourse to the nitrate of silver. The child died, just twenty-two days from 
the date of first attack. 

The following account of the post-mortem examination is communicated bj 
Dr. J. C. Dalton : — ^The middle lobe of the right lung was in a state of 
gray hepatization throughout ; solid, without crepitation, dbtinctly lobulated 
and granulated on the cut surface. The bronchial tubes of this part exuded 
yellow pus abundantly on pressure. There was also a little red solidifioatioii 
along the posterior edges of both lower lobes. No pleurisy anywhere, lungi 
otherwise natural. 

The trachea and bronchi generally, down to the tertiary ramificationSi 
contained an abundance of thickish yellow pus. There was a little greenish- 
yellow lymph on the posterior surface of the epiglottis, and the inner surftoe 
of the cricoid and arytenoid cartilages, and the vocal chords were plentifully 
coated with it. The lymph was soft and easily detached over the greater 
part of the surfince, but along the vocal chords it was tougher and pretty 
closely adherent. Its greatest thickness was a little over one-sixteenth of an 
inch. It did not extend farther than one-quarter of an inch below the lower 
edge of the cricoid cartilage. The mucous membrane underneath the lymph, 
as well as elsewhere, in the larynx and trachea, was quite smooth and pale. 
There was no lymph on the pharynx, the arches of the palate, nor on the left 
tonsil. The right tonsil was not taken out. There was no oedema, nor any 
redness of the mucous membrane about the pharynx or glottis. 

The lymph extended only a very short distance into the ventricles of the 
larynx, and the mucous membrane of these cavities was quite pale and natural 
in appearance. 

Dr. IIoM ANS remarked that the case afforded an example of recovery from 
a distinct attack of membranous croup. The subsequent attack derived addi- 
tional gravity from the combination of pneumonia with it. 

Dr. C. E. Ware rcferrcd to a case, formerly reported by him, where fiital 
pneumonia supervened upon croup. 

l>r. J. 13. S. Jackson had noticed the discoloration of the lymph, by the 
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action of the nitrate of sflver, very hw down; an evidenoe of the penetration 
<tf the sponge into the krynx. 

Marth 10. — Aneurism o/Ardi of Aorta. Dr. CoALE reported the case.-— 
J. W., twenty-nine years of age, five feet six inches in height; square hailt; 
regohur in his habits ; quiet and pleasing In his deportment. Patient was bom in 
England ; his occupation here was that of an ostler. Whilst currying a horse, 
in October, 1849, in stretching out his right arm he felt something give way 
in hb chest, and a sharp pain took possession of the spot, which he referred to the 
middle of the sternum, about three inches from its upper extremity. From this 
time, he was seldom free from the pain, which varied at different times, being 
increased senubly by appreciable causes, such as exercise, bad weather, 
catching cold, &c., although, occasionally, he was worse without any apparent 
canse. Patient came under Dr. O.'s care in August, 1850, ten months after 
the first indication of his trouble. The symptoms were the pain, above men- 
tioned, dyspnoKiy inability to lie on the right side; otherwise, his health waa 
BOt much affected. The pulse gave a slight thrill; percussion afforded no 
^^preciable sign; auscultation detected the murmur of aneurism. The treat- 
ment was general, with the exception that, a little later, when the above 
symptoms were more marked, infusion of digitalis and elixir of opium were 
administered whenever occasion called for such remedies. 

The bowels, during the latter part of the patient's life, were very indolent, 
and required the action of senna, jalap, rhubarb, &c., to relieve them. For 
a month before his death, a cough troubled him, at times, and swallowing be- 
eame difficult, even of a teaspoonful of fluid at a time. His position during 
this month was unaltered, being propped up in an arm-chair. For the week 
befiire death, prostration of strength was so great as to lead Dr. C. to suppose 
he would die from constitutional exhaustion. His death, however, occurred 
inatantaneously, from rupture, March 9th, just seventeen months, lacking one 
day, from the probable commencement of the disease. For two months before 
his death, the tumour exhibited itself externally, on the right side of the 
sternum, and jpost-mortem examination showed a little encroachment upon 
two oi the upper dorsal vertebrsd, producing an absorption of a large portion 
of their bodies. The aneurism was evidendy the sequence of an organic 
change in the artery, and affected the vessel, more or less, from its origin to 
its descending portion. In one direction the tumour pushed out anteriorly to 
the ribs, whilst, in the other, the posterior wall of the crown of the arch pushed 
back against the vertebras, compressing the gullet and causing the difficulty 
of deglutition. All the other organs seemed healthy. 

Gout Case reported by Dr. Coale. — Mr. R, set. forty-five, of full, porUy 
figore; has lived, upon an average, nine months of the year in the West Indies, 
tor seventeen years; general health good; skin fair; every appearance of 
ganend well-being; habits at table moderate; has lately been '< bilious,'' and 
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taken some qserients with relief of symptoms; foond him, Nov. ^ihf propped 
up on a sofa, complaining of pain in back of right hip, which had annojed Um 
for several days ; spot somewhat hard and red; no fever; prescribed spirits of 
nitre, and wine of oolchicum; in the evening, he had his feet down upon the floor 
and thought he felt better. Nov. 5th, 9 A. M., Dr. G. found him in great saft|i- 
ing after a most distressing night; hip hard, shining, red; pulse 112, hard ; ddn 
diy; tongue coated ; urine contains reddish and whitish gravel ; and la seaafy 
and high coloured. In the evening, patient was easier, oolohieum had been 
oontinued through the day with oonsiderable effect on the bowels; gave it agun 
at night with ipecac, and opium. Nov. 6th, night very distressing; no sleep; 
pulse 112, hard; pain not abated; bowels not open; oontinued presoriptiaa 
with Rochelle powder until free action ; in evening, as usual, better; twenty 
drops of black drop to be given at bed time. Nov. 7th, night passed aa dis- 
tressing as before in spite of opiate ; easier in the morning ; hip moire inflamed; 
mine scanty, high-coloured, and depositing reddish sediment; pulse and skin as 
before ; continued oolchicum with solution of nitrate of potass, and tartrate of 
antimony,' as &r as there was toleration ; boweb free; applied stupe of eooiua 
and poppy-flowers to hip. Nov. 8th, night as usual, painful in the extreme; 
towards morning a discharge of urine commenced ; profuse, high-eokmiedy 
dear; one-half gallon discharged in four hours; pulse 100; treatment not 
altered; in the evening discharge of urine unabated, growing lifter; pulse 
88 ; pain less ; hip appears about to point just at the great trochanter. Nov. 
9th, visited him with Dr. Shattuck, Sr. ; pulse 80; skin cool; great tranquillity 
' of the system, though the night had been very painful ; flow of urine eon- 
tinues, but is bright and clear ; hip apparently fluctuating, and, after careful 
examination by both physicians, a bistoury was plunged one and a quarter inches 
into the most tense spot; no pus; continue prescription, but in half doaes; 
stupes to hip. Nov. 10th, night more comfortable than usual ; felt some chill ; 
pulse 80 ; skin cool ; allowed some chicken-tea, and discontinued prescription ; 
hip looks much as before. Nov. 11th, everything looks well ; Dr. 0. called at 
midnight and found him in excruciating agony; at times beyond controL The 
height of the inflammation now seemed to be about five inches below trochanter; 
made two incisions into the thigh, each one and a half inches long ; they bled 
very freely, and evidently relieved the tension ; at 2 A. M., gave sulphate of 
quinine, gr. ij ; pulse before that, 88, soft, but irregular and jerky ; left him 
soon after in a deep sleep. Nov. 12th, had been tolerably comfortable anee 
Dr. C. left him; had taken two doses of quinine ; pulse 84; fuller and more 
regular; Dr. J. Mason Warren saw him with Dr. C. at eleven ; made four more 
incisions, carrying them through the fascia ; continued treatment, adding five 
grains of assafoctida every alternate four hours; in the evening, skin cool ; pulse 
64; urine light coloured; pain and tension decidedly less; next day improve- 
ment continued, and so for a week ; at which time another accession occurred, 
and ten days after it, another still; each marked very distinctly by critical, pro> 
fuse discharges of urine and immediate abatement of very severe symptoms; 
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after the last^ matter was discovered beneath the fesda of the rectos femoris, 
and exit was given it by opening with a probe the cicatrix of one of the in- 
cisions made by Dr. Warren; two pints of laudable pns were immediately 
discharged, and another at night; two days after, inflammation took place 
in the abscesS; and a pint of pink pns was discharged morning and night for 
a week, when the pas became healthy again. Upon carrying in a probe 
Tery careftilly, it passed np on the outside of the ham to the dorsum of the 
ilium, eleven inches, where it dropped backwards, the abscess there forming 
a large sac, from which pas could only escape by means of a counter open- 
ing; two weeks after the first opening, the discharge was ten ounces morning 
and night, when the patient was attacked by erysipelas of the head and 
ftoe, thoagh not very severely. The discharge ftom the abscess at once 
ceased and the opening closed, whilst the erysipelas, treated with quinine, 
continued three or four days only. The improvement of the patient now 
progressed with two slight interruptions ; an attack of excruciating pain in the 
ball of the great toe, which exhibited a red spot the size of a half dime, dis- 
appearing with the pain in twenty-four hours ; and the recurrence of fluid in 
the abscess, which, however, disappeared without opening, under the influence 
of frictions with iodine ointment. 

The notable points in this case are, gout attacking, at its first onset) a large 
]mnt like the hip; whilst the extremities were left intact, and its termination 
in an abscess. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson asked, why the above case was described as one of 
goMt f The hip-joint, a large joint, being the one mainly afieoted, and abscess* 
being formed in its vicinity ; erysipelas, also, was combined with it. Dr. J. 
aaid, he would rather have termed it severe inflammation. 

Dr. CoALE replied, that he had, at flrst, supposed it to be rheumatism ; cme 
of the toe-jointSj however, had been afiected ; the paroxysms were regular in 
tbeir access ; the urine characteristic ; in some points the case was anomalous. 

Dr. J. M. Warren remarked that he had never seen mere intense suffering 
manifested than in this case : the indication of existence of pus seemed almost 
iadubitable; this led to free incisions. 

Dr. OoALE alluded to Sydenham's graphic description of the vexy aetde 
paiM of gout. 

March 10.— TanV>2a tn the pretpiant /emakf between the seventh and eighth 
month of utero-gesfation ; disease not comimunicaJted to the child, — ^Dr. Storer^ 
said, that, several years since, he reported a case to the Society, where a woman 
just recovering from variohid, gave birth to an infant which was covered with 
the eruption of variola, and died from the effects of the disease in the course 
of the week after its birth. 

Numerous cases might be cited, from various authors, showing the conta- 
in to have been thus transmitted. 

On Ae 19th of December last, Mrs. W , between seven aad dght 
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months pregnant, was attacked with small-poz; the eruption was making its 
appearance when Dr. S. first saw the patient. She had the disease Tory 
severely, and miscarriage was apprehended. No such accident, however, 
occurred, and she went safely to the termination of her pregnancy. Dr. S. 
anxiously awaited her delivery, dreading that the child would ezhihit the 
marks of the infection. On the 28th of January, thirty-nine days, or five 
weeks and four days, after the appearance of the eruption in the woman, she 
was delivered of a fine-looking, healthy child, without the slightest trace of 
any intra-uterine disease. Dr. S. has vaccinated the infant twice, nnsuooess- 
fuUy, although the virus was inserted into the arm before it had dried upon 
the quills. 

ContagioutiMU of Eriftipeiwi, — ^Dr. Storer referred to the following case as 
bearing upon the contagious nature of the above disease. 

Mrs. N , Avery Place, was seized on the 20th ult., with the usual 

symptoms of erysipelas. On the third day from the attack, it had so &r pro- 
gressed, that the face was excessively swollen, and the eyes were closed. The 
progress of the disease was checked by the application of the tincture of iodine. 
During the five or six days on which Dr. 8. considered it neoessaxy to vist 
her, her infant, two months old, was kept at the breast as usual ] the secretion 
of milk was somewhat diminished for one or two days, but the child was 
allowed no other nourishment. Thirteen days have elapsed since the appear- 
ance of the disease in the mother, but the infant still remains unaffected. 

March 24M. — Case of Fracture of tlie Pelvis, with Rupture of Bladder, — 
Dr. J. M. Warren exhibited the specimens. They were taken from a man 
thirty years old, who died on his way to the hospital, a bank of earth having 
fallen on him an hour before. The following wore the appearances presented 
by the body. A fullness was observed in the right iliac region. The peri- 
neum was somewhat fuller than natural to the right of the median line. The 
left side of tho pelvis appeared drawn up, so that the spinous process was above 
the level of the right. The right lower extremity was, by measurement, one 
half an inch longer than the left. On examination of the pelvis, a fracture 
was detected near the symphysis pubis, also one through the left sacro-iliac 
synchondrosis. By rotating the left lower extremity, the left ilium was freely 
movable, with some crepitus attending the motion. Powerful flexion of the 
right lower extremity produced an indistinct crepitus in the joint. 

A catheter was passed with some difficulty through the urethra, and its 
point could at once be distinguished in the cavity of the peritoneum. 

Permission being obtained, the autopsy was made five hours after death by 
Mr. F. J. Bumstead, of the hospital, who drew up the following account of it 

'^ On cutting into the peritoneal cavity, it is found to be entirely filled with 
blood. Its posterior wall is covered with a dark coloured ecchymosis, and is 
raised by a largo effusion beneath. A small hernia of the tissues, external to 
the peritoneum, about the size of the little finger, protrudes through the mem- 
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brane, back of the right os pubis. The confiued state of the parts beneath 
the peritoDeum, renders a minute examination impossible. The blood has 
undermined the peritoneal cavity, and infiltrated the iliaous and psoas muscles. 
'^The bladder is ruptured to the extent of an inch above the triangular 
ligament, and posterior to the symphysis pubis. The diagnosis of fracture 
through the symphysis, and through the left saoro-iliac synchondrosis is found 
to have been correct The firagments of the latter are separated to the width 
of a finger. In addition, the right acetabulum is crossed by several fractures 
which extend through the ischium and ilium, entirely isolating several pieces 
of bone. From the fundus of the acetabulum, a triangular piece of bone has 
been drawn inwards, and the corresponding surface of the head of the femur 
is crushed to the depth of one or two lines. Ligamentum teres not injured.'' 

March 24. — Ej^poq>adia$. Reported by Dr. Williams. — The patient 
was a man about fifty years of age, and the father of two children. The ano- 
maly was accidentally discovered on undertaking to introduce a catheter, to 
relieve a retention of urine. The dorsum of the penis and glans presented 
nothing abnormal. The under surface offered the following appearances : 

The frsenum was wanting. The edge of the prepuce was united to the 
under surface of the penis, at the distance of an inch from the extremity of 
the glans, with the exception of a horizontal slit about two lines in length. 
The catheter being introduced at this point, in the direction of the axis of the 
penis, was arrested after passing about an inch, but by carrying its point a 
litde towards the left, it entered the urethra, which described a curve from 
this abnormal orifice to its usual direction. A cul-de-sac, admitting only the 
point of a probe, existed in the glans at the natural situation of the orifice of 
the urethra, and another similar cul-de-sac between this and the slit above 
mentioned. There was no appearance of any continuation of the urethral 
canal from the abnormal opening towards the extremity of the glans, but the 
narrowness of the slit prevented an exploration to determine if any such ex- 
isted. 

The patient being delirious, and remaining so until death, it was impossible 
to obtain any information respecting the case, except that above given. 

Mirch2^. — OH of Turpentine in exceenve Jose.— Dr. Pabker reported 

the case. E., mt 26, married, glass-cutter, robust, sanguine, temperate, 

diews tobacco, and smokes. Has been in the habit of taking as a remedy 
for pyrosis, to which he is subject, first, ''a lump of rosin as big as a nutmeg," 
IbUowed by ''half a tumbler-fall of spirits of turpentine" (ol. terebinth, fl. 
Jiv). This dose invariably '' helps him." He. once repeated this quantity, 
three times in twelve hours, without any known injury resulting. Feb. 5th, 
1851 :— Went yesterday morning to a turpentine factory, and took his dose 
in somewhat of a hurry; using the spirit as it ran fresh from the still; thinks 
he took a little more than usual. Was soon attacked with dizziness, a sen- 
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BBtion of extreme weaknesfl, and paiiiB all oyer hii body, partaoularly in the 
region of the kidneys and bladder; he fell in the street^ while going to an 
apothecary for relief; took a large doee of apta. »th. nit without benefit 
In the evening he walked to Dr. P/s house with difBenlty ; complained mostly 
of pain in hypogastrinmi and difficult and painful micturition; some dini- 
neis and prostration; other symptoms not marked; advised to go to bed, to 
take pulv. ipecac, et opii^ grs. zij, statim; and inf. lini. sem. ad lib. Feb. 
7th, patient called, and said he was immediately and completely relieved; a 
fellow workman came with him, to certify to the quantity of turpentine and 
rosin he is in the habit of taking. 

Dr. Abbot remarked that he had known a ^^hard drinker^' to take oQ </ 
turpentine and camphene, in large quantities, with apparent impunity. la 
the above case, the patient is stated to be temperate. 

April 14. — Ihthercuhus DUease of Metenkrie Glands, subsequend^, ^PP^ 
rendj^ of Lungs. Tubemdotu Masses in Spleen, Liver , and Ss^pra-renal Gogh 
side. — ^Reported by Dr. Shattugk, Jr — S., twenty-two years of age, eyes gnqf, 
hair chestnut, lips thin, knowing of no hereditary predisposition to tuberoolv 
disease, a common outdoor labourer till within five months of his death, and 
then for three months in a nail fiictory. Eighteen months before his death| 
soreness of the abdomen came on, and soon after, a tumour, perceived in the 
epigastrium, and a few weeks later another, below the umbilicus. Lobs of ap- 
petite, of flesh and strength ; at the end of nine months, two or three attacks of 
hnmoptysis, rather copious. Hectic fever about five months before his death, 
and nightsweats for three months. The cough commenced between two and 
three months before death. He entered the hospital March 30th, weak, ema> 
ciated, with a pulse of 120, with dullness, bronchial respiration and mucous 
r&le over upper region of both sides of chest A tumour was felt in the 
vicinity of the liver, and a movable tumour below the umbilicus. The glands 
of the neck were enlarged and sore. He died April 8th. At the autopsy, 
the lungs were found filled with tuberculous matter, and the bronchial glands 
were tuberculous. The liver weighed three pounds fifteen ounces, and con- 
tained large, rounded, tuberculous masses,^ ten or twelve in number, avem^pqg 
one and a half inches in diameter. The epigastric tumour was formed by 
one of these masses. The spleen weighed seven ounces, and contained three 
tuberculous masses, each about the size of a chestnut There were several 
ulcerations in the small, and two or three in the large, intestines. The me- 
sentery and its glands weighed one pound one ounce. Three or four of these 
tuberculous glands together, constituted the tumour felt during life, which 
was four and a half inches long by two and a half broad. Several tuberculous 
masses, of the size of a pigeon's egg, were found in the subperitoneal mem- 
brane, attached to the diaphragm. The kidneys were normal, but just above 
the right kidney, in the place of the supra-renal capsule, was a tuberculous 
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mass, one and a half inches long by one inch in breadth, and the kidney, with 
this mass, weighed eight ounces. 

Dr. Shattnck also reported the following case : — 

Tyberculotu Disease of LungSf Bronchial Glands, Tntettines awl Mesenteric 
Glands; Scrofuhus Disease of EigJu Ankle-Joint. — This patient was fourteen 
years of age, hair chestnut, eyes dark, lips thin ; had been employed for two 
jrears in quilling cotton, breathing an atmosphere loaded with dust. No 
tuberculous disease in family. She commenced coughing about the middle 
of November, was soon obliged to give up work, with loss of flesh, night-sweats, 
and early in January, pain in the left ankle, with swelling. Feb. 18th, there 
was dullness over left upper chest, anteriorly and posteriorly, gurgling under 
left clavicle, dullness, bronchial respiration, mucous rftle over right upper 
back, scarcely any vesicular respiration ; emaciation quite marked. She kept 
her bed mostly, took cod-liver oil, a drachm three times a day, for thirty days; 
was constipated, the bowels being kept open by gentle laxatives; the pain and 
swelling on the whole continuing, though relieved by opiate fomentations. 
She died on the 6th of April. At the autopsy, the lungs were found loaded 
with tubercular disease, with small cavities at the summits; tubercular disease 
in the bronchial and mesenteric glands, none in the cervical or inguinal. Tu- 
lierculous matter was found within the first five feet of the small intestine, and 
numerous ulcerations lower down. The cartilages of the astragalo-scaphoid 
articulation were thin and detached; the ends of the bones spongy; no tuber- 
eulous deposit; serous infiltration of subcutaneous cellular tissue. 

April 14. — Extensive Emphysema into cellular tissue of Face, Nieck, and 
Chest, during difficult labour, — A case of this nature was reported by Dr. 
Abbot. The distension from effused air was excessive, extending over the 
whole face, neck, and chest of the patient, as far do?m as the second or third 
rib ; surfaces crepitating on pressure. The eyes were nearly closed. The 
afieetion was not attended by any dyspnoea, nor by any inconvenience except 
u sense of extreme distension, as if the skin were in danger of bursting, 
during the pains ; nor was it followed by any pulmonary symptoms ; it sub- 
sided in from eight to nine days. The appearance of the distended surfaces 
was very like that observed in severe erysipelas, although the redness was not 
■o great as in that disease. Much comfort was derived fi^m the application 
ci cold water during the labour. Subsequently to the labour, slight tender- 
ness was remarked, just above the upper border of the sternum. 

Dr. A. thought it probable that the air escaped from the neighbourhood of 
the bifurcation of the trachea. 

[Dr. Blundkll, in his " Principles and Practice of Obstetric Medicine,' 

remarks, speaking of the above phenomenon, that disruption of the larger 

air-tubes is not of frequent occurrence ; when it happens, an erythematous 

flush of the integuments manifests itself simultaneously with the swelling 

13 
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from the effused air, the cirenktion being accelerated. The patienty at first 
glance, would be thought to labour under a sudden attack of erynpelas. 
Immediate delivery is desirable ) the patient should be prevented from re- 
taining the breath and bearing down. After delivery, the aperture, which, 
perhaps, is rarely large, probably heals easily and spontaneously. Dr. B. had 
seen but one case.] 

April 14. — Immcdiaie divtaion of (Jm Funis Umbilicalis in eonnecttam 
unth sudden death of the newlj^-hom: hemorrhage occurring from the mouthf 
ijcc, — Dr. Storbr remarked that at the last meeting of the Society, in answer 
to a question put to him upon the subject, he stated that in a case of labour 
he never separated the child from the mother untU the puls(Uions in the cord 
Jiad ceased. After the meeting had adjourned, he was surprised to learn that 
some of the oldest sxA most distinguished members of the Society nevw 
waited until the funis ceased to pulsate, but severed the cord as soon as respi* 
ration was established. Dr. S. observed that as this might be the general 
opinion of the Society, and as his remarks may even have appeared absurd, 
he would ask permission to give his reasons for the opinion he entertained 
upon the subject, and to cite an authority or two to support it He stated 
that it had been for many years a rule of practice, with him, to vait in aU 
cases of labour until the pulsations of the funis could no longer be fdt^ pre* 
viout to the application of the ligature to ity and that he had year after year 
thus taught the young gentlemen who had belonged to the private niedical 
school with which he had the plca^.^re to be connected. Very early in the 
practice of his profession he met with two cases in which profuse bleeding 
occurred from the extremity of the cord, owing to the ligature having been 
removed after the funis was severed. This hemorrhage could not have occur- 
red, unless the blood was still flowing in the vessels of the cord, and, as in 
the vast majority of cases the pulsations of the funis cease in a few moments 
(Dr. S. never having known them to continue longer than twenty-five minutesi 
and that length of time in a single case only), it seemed to him that we 
should listen to this indication of nature, and wait a fvic moments. He had 
never met with a case of bleeding from the extremity of the funis since he had 
pursued this course. Besides, it had seemed to him that there was great danger 
to some of the important viscera, from the circulation being thus suddenly 
di\*erted to them. It is not unusual upon the birth of a child to find the funis 
pulsating with great force. Is it not more rational (asked Dr. S.) to allow this 
foree gradually to subside, than to check it at once ? And may not some of 
the cases of hemorrhage from the nose and mouth, which have been publish- 
ed in the foivign journals, have been produced by pulmonary congestion de- 
pendent upon this cause t 

Dr. S. observed that perhaps most physicians would say that they never 
had met with any case which would lead them to think it necessary to wait a 
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moment ; with Jewell in *' the London I^uctice of Midwifery/* they would 
remark, '^ When the child is bom healthy, kicks and crieS| it does not signify 
bow soon we tie the navel string." 

Bat there were some in the profession who oonddered it of importance to 
delay. Thus Churchill says, '' After waiting until respiration b fully estab- 
lished, or until the pulsation in the cord ceases, a ligature is to be applied." 
Dewees observes, ''When respiration is established, either spontaneously or by 
artificial means, we apply a ligature to the cord, provided pulsation has ceased 
in it; but not until then." And White, in his work ''Oa the Management of 
Pregnant and Lying-in Women/* writes, ''The funis umbilicalb should never 
be divided or tied whilst there is any pulsation. By this rash, inconsiderate 
method of tying the navel string before the 'circulation in it is stopped, I 
doubt not," says Mr. White, " but many children have been lost, many of 
their principal organs injured, and the foundation laid for various diseases." 

Dr. S. added that should no member of the profession think the course here 
referred to necessary, a knowledge of the &ct would not influence his practice. 
No argument had been offered against it, and the cases he had referred to, in 
which hemorrhage from the funis had nearly proved fatal, marked out for 
him his duty. 

[The above remarks were elicited in consequence of a discussion which 
arose in the Society as to the propriety of tying the cord immediately, and 
befi>re its pulsation had ceased. A case was reported to the Society at a 
previous meeting by Dr. Channing, where the child, apparentiy very healthy 
at birth, died in tile nurse's arms while being dressed, violent hemorrhage 
from the mouth taking place ; none from the cord, which was tied immedi. 
ately after delivery. 

Dr. Abbot asked if these cases are not referable to tying the yet puUating 
oord? Dr. Bigelow, Sen., and Dr. Homans, considered a fully estahliihed 
respiration a suflioient warrant for severing the funis. A delay of a few 
moments cannot certainly weigh with the physician against even possible risk 
to the child.] 

April 14. — Spontaneous recUnation of the Crystalline Lens, The case 
was related by Dr. Bethune. — ^The patient is a man about 50 years of age. 
Gitaract first appeared in the left eye, fourteen years ago. This eye went on 
to get wholly blind, so that with it he had no perception of light. In this 
slate it remained till one and a half years ago (the right eye having for 
At months previous begun to lose its vision). At the period above mention- 
ed, while walking out in the morning, he siuddenly recovered sufficient sight 
to make out large objects. This degree of vision still remains. 

His wife, who saw the eye on his return, says that it appeared precisely 
as at present With the right eye he can now just count his fingers. 

On examination, in right eye a bluish-white cataract fills the pupil ; in 
l^ the anterior chamber is clear; at the bottom of the posterior chamber. 
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occopyiDg from one-third to one-fourth, is seen the lenS; apparently reclined, 
and moving up and down with the movements of the eye. 

This patient was seen by two surgeons conversant with eye disease, shortlj 
after the change took place, both of whom stated that it was the first ease 
of the kind they had ever seen. 

April 28. — Didocation of the CfystaHtne Lens without rupture of tti 
Capsule, Reported by Dr. Williams. — ^The patient, a man about fifty yean 
of age, received a blow upon the left temple, some time since. When first 
seen, the lens floated freely in the posterior chamber, as the eye was moved 
in various directions. When lying upon his back, vision was partially lost, 
and when he stooped forward*, the lens completely covered the pupillary apert 
ture, and prevented the access of light. Its convex 'surface could then be 
observed, a little beyond the plane of the iris, in the anterior chamber. In 
size, the lens was nearly or quite of the average dimension. 

An attempt was made to incise the capsule, by means of a needle passed 
through the cornea and pupil, but its toughness prevented more than a 
small puncture being effected. Y^pm this puncture a small amount of lenti- 
cular substance oozed out, but not enough to materially reduce the size of the 
floating cataract. It became, however, fixed behind the lower part of the 
iris, and can be distinguished in this situation at the present time. 

The other eye had suffered from the effects of traumatic inflammation, 
presenting opacity of the cornea, anterior synechia, and a nearly closed pupil, 
but no appearance of cataract. ^ 

April 28. — MaUgnant Disease of the Testicle — Diagnosis obscure from ac- 
companying Hydrocele. — Dr. S. Parkman presented the specimen, re- 
moved a few days previously; it was somewhat larger than the fist, and 
the whole organ was transformed into an almost diffluent, cncephaloid 
substance, which, under the microscope, presented the usual appearances of 
malignant disease in it^ most marked degree. The interesting point in 
the case was the obscurity of the diagnosis. The patient wagged forty, of 
irregular habits, though of good general health, and the tumour had existed 
eighteen months, gradually increasing from its commencement without pain 
or inconvenience, other than from the weight and size. His physician in- 
clined to regard it a hydrocele from its pear-shape and well marked fluctuation, 
but transparency being absent, doubts were naturally entertained, and Dr. P. 
was consulted. To ascertain the character of the tumor, which resembled a 
hydrocele exactly in every circumstance but its transparency. Dr. P. punctured 
it with an exploring needle, and the escape of a small quantity of serous fluid 
seemed to clear up any doubt that might be entertained, the absence of 
transparency being not unusual in hydrocele, either from a thickening of the 
cyst or turbidity of the fluid. The diagnosis being thus regarded as made 
out, Dr. P. introduced a trocar and oanula, for the purpose of the ndioal ours 
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bj iodine. Nothing but blood followed the withdrawal of the trocar. It was 
then stated to the patient that the disease was either an hsematocele, or some 
enlargement of the testicle itself — ^and it was proposed that a small incision 
should be made into the tunica-vaginalisi and if it was distended by blood, 
this should be discharged, and thus the disease be radically cured, or, if the 
testicle was found to be a£Peoted, it should be removed by an extension of the 
incision. This was consented to— and no pain or other symptoms having 
followed the puncture, the next day but one, a small incision was made which 
gave issue to a moderate quantity of serous fluid; but the testicle being 
found diseased, its extirpation was immediately proceeded with. The disease 
was proved to be as described, one of the testicle, but the fluid secreted in the 
tunicorvaginalis, and a drop of which was discharged by the exploring needle, 
naturally led originally to a different diagnosis— especially as there never had 
been any pain or other sign of disease of the organ itself. 

April 28. — Memhranout Croup succesrfMy treated hy cauten'zinf/ the 
Larynx %cith KUraie of Silver. — Dr. S. D. TowNSEND was called early in 
the morning, to a girl five and a half years of age, who had been unwell for 
two days. The croupy breathing did not come on until a short time beforo 
be visited her. She was treated with Dover's powder repeatedly during the 
day, and the room was filled with vapour by immersing heated irons occasion- 
ally in a tub of hot water. Cauterization with nitrate of silver was practised 
at noon and in the evening without much relief; at twelve P. M., the croupy 
respiration increasing, the patient was fast sinking from suffocation; the pulse 
intermittent; the caustic was moro effectually applied. Expectoration of a 
portion of the membrane, an inch in length and half an inch wide, followed 
in fifteen minutes; relief was immediate; ether was also inhaled with a 
happy effect, producing a pleasant sleep. Several portions of membrane were 
expectorated durine the night and the following day, and the respiration be- 
came naturaL No patches of lymph upon the tonsils or fauces wero discovered. 
At this time, seven days from the attack, the patient is playful, with a good 
Appetite. Expectoration purulent and bloody. Has had no rotum of dyspnooa, 
but still speafls only in a whisper. 

April 28. — Tuberculous Disease; sudden death; congestion of the lower lobe 
€^ the left lung. Dr. Shattuck, Jr., related the case. — The patient was a 
sailor, sixteen years of age; in October 1850, he began to cough, and hsemo- 
ptysis occurred on a voyage from New Orleans to Liverpool; one or two ounces 
of blood were raised. The cough continued for some weeks, but he considered 
himself perfectly well in December, when he shipped to go from Liverpool to 
St Thomas. He was much exposed to wet and cold on the voyage, the fore- 
castle being uncomfortable; the cough returned, and was accompanied by 
emaciation, loss of strength and night-sweats. At St. Thomas, no improve- 
ment in his health; one small hsemoptysis; he remained there a month, and 
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then took passnge for Boston, n^t well enoagh to do any work, and entered 
the Mossachnsetts General Hospital, about the middle of April, with congfa, 
purulent expectoration, night-sweats, and quite marked emaciation ; dnllness 
on percussion and mucous r&le under both clavicles. On Saturday morning, 
April 20th, he was remarkably bright, took his breakfiust with relish, and, an 
hour afterwards, as he was walking about the ward, suddenly cried out finr 
help, and was assisted to a chair. Urgent dyspnoea existed, and aerated serum 
was profusely expectorated ; the perspiration flowed in drops from his fieuie, and 
duskiness of the skin was remarked. He died in less than an hour from the 
time of seiiure. At the post-mortem examination, the whole lower lobe of 
the left lung was congested, the vessels filled with blood ; no hepatization ; 
extensive tubercular deposit in the upper lobe of the left, and in the right 
lung ; cavities at the summit of both lungs. Ulcerations in trachea and upon 
mucous membrane of small intestines. No tubercular disease in other organs. 

April 28. — Extcnnoe Mammary Inflammation, Dr. Coale. — ^Mrs. B., 
fct. 2i^, primipara, had been aflfected for several years, with an irritable state 
of the breasts, causing them to swell and become very painful whenever she 
took cold. After an easy confinement, she did well until the third day, when 
an inflammation set in, afibcting both mammae, causing them to become enor- 
mously enlarged, hardened and painful. The tenderness was so great, that 
the elbows could not be separated from the side more than six inches. 
After the application of twelve leeches to each breast, a surface on each, two 
inches wide and six inches long, was painted with cantharidal collodion, and 
a profuse discharge established from the blistered surface. The efiect was 
very happy, the inflammation so rapidly and totally subsiding, that the patient 
nursovl her child within ten days of its birth. 

Apnf 28. — .4?»#rfw of Mms Vmrris, — Dr. Bethu?^ had, recenUy, m 
ca5o of this nature. The patient, a mulatto girl eighteen years of age, was 
under his caiv for atino-capsulitis ; she was evidently scrofulous. Mercury, 
in the di>se of one grain daily, was administered for a period of ten days; no 
cflivt upi^u mouth. At the end of this time the diseased eye having rapidly 
impnnwl, iuflammatiou of the oollular tissue of the pubis occum>d; in a 
w^vk. flttotuaiion was ovidont ; on puncturv, pus, of rather watery chancter, 
was di^'har^^. Tlioiv was cv^nsidorable constitutional affection, which di- 
minish(\), and appotite Wpin to rot urn before the dischar>ge of the pus. 
2t^ih, patient nearly wvll ; the oy o. als^\ had a]mv>st iwovored. 

Dr. Park M. IX had sivn two oasos of aKwess in tb^^ redon of the pnbis, 
whore the pus was txtv fotid. 

Dr. Ml NOT Tvtenwi to thrw cas»c»s, oV^wrrwl by him, of a jcmewhat similar 
natwrw wherein tuKrouloas n*.,^tt^r f>mHsi wi:h:a the .':?;'7, ind, softening, 
was d:!!oV.ar§ovl The pain in these oases was e^vvssive. 



Extracts from Sot. for Med. Improvement. 157 

May 12. — ^Dr. J. M. Warren read the following letter on the use of 
chloric ether as a disinfeotiDg agent, from Mr. C H. HildretH| one of the 
House Surgeons at the Mass. Gen. Hospital. 

'' Having recently had occasion for the use of chlorine as a disinfecting 
agent, I was led to consider, whether there might not be some method more 
convenient and efficacious than that usually adopted for its evolution. Though 
the gas extricated by the new method is not chlorine, as itVas at first sup- 
posed to be, but chiefly hydrochloric acid, yet it seems practically of at least 
equal efficiency for deodorizing purposes. 

<' Chlorine is ubually generated by the action of sulphuric acid upon a mixture 
of binoxide of manganese and chloride of sodium ; by the action of the same 
agent upon the chlorides of lime or soda; or by the simple exposure of the 
latter in open vessels. . If, in the first process, the binoxide of manganese be 
omitted, hydrochloric acid is evolved ; this latter method is in popular use. 
Even where the manganese is present, much hydrochlorio acid is ^ven off, 
and, if pure chlorine be desired, manganese and sulphuric acid only should be 
used. In cither process the application of heat is necessary. 

''The first of these methods is attended with some inconvenience, and re- 
quires considerable attention. By the second, the gas is rapidly liberated, 
but the supply is soon exhausted, and the materials must be replenished. 
The third is simple and convenient, but not very efficacious! 

''The plan which I propose, is both simple and efficient. It consists in the 
combustion of chloric ether in a common lamp. 

" The gas arising from t\e decomposition of the ether has been analyzed by 
Dr. Bacon, of this city, and found to be chiefly hydrochlorio acid with a little 
chlorine. Practically, I have not found it less efficient than pure chlorine for 
disinfecting purposes. It has been used to a considerable extent in the Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital, and appears to give no inconvenience to the 
patients. Its odour may be plainly perceived upon entering a ward where the 
lamps are burning, and in a moderate degree it is far from disagreeable. So 
far as has been observed, it exerts no injurious influence upon the furniture or 
metallic utensils of the ward. Its deodorizing powers appear fully equal to 
those of chlorine. 

" For disinfecting the wards of hospitals, or the private apartments of the 
sick; for deodorization during an autopsy in a private house, and for numerous 
similar purposes, I apprehend the chloric ether lamp will be found convenient, 
inexpensive, and efficaciohs." 

Dr. W. stated that he had frequently employed the gas made as above 
described, during the last two months, and with much satis&ction; he con- 
sidered it as the most neat and convenient process for deodorizing, where a 
gaseous substance was required, that had come under his notice. He had used 
it in a glass lamp, such as is manufactured for burning camphene; this is 
provided with a small cap or extinguisher, which covers the top of the lamp, 
and prevents evaporation of the ether^ when not in use. 
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May 12. E^fdroce^phahu. — ^Dr. Ck)ALE reported the case of A. H., bom 
January 14th, 1849. P&rente healthy; first child. Dr. G. was called' to see 
her when she was two weeks old ; found her labouriDg under oerebral symp- 
toms, which soon resolved themselves into undeniable signs of water on the 
brain. She was treated with small doses of calomel| and afterwards with 
hydriodate of potassa, with apparent benefit at first The head, however, 
steadily increased in size. The general health was good except when dis- 
turbed by teething — at which time she had occasional spasms, never amount- 
ing, however, to a general convulsion. f 

Measurement of bead. Incbet. Inches. 

Sept. 12th, 1849. Over crown from meatus to meatus 12^ Bound 18^ 

Nov. 1st, « " " « « " 18J « 19J 

" 28th, " " " " " " 14 " 20 

May 10th, 1851. " " " " « 17J " 23i 

The family having moved out of town in Aug. 1850, Dr. C. did not. see 
the child after that except at rare periods. The last time was May 10th, 1851. 
Her height is now thirty-one inches; she lies on her back; is blind, but hears, 
though imperfectly. The pressure above has forced down the vault of the orbit 
so that the eyeball seems lower, and more covered by the lower than the upper 
lid; much of the white above the cornea being exposed, whilst the cornea is 
half covered by the lower lid. The mouth contains the usual number of teeth. 
Motion of limbs perfect, but feeble, except of right arm, which is paralysed 
almost entirely. Fond of throwing the left hand about, and with it oo> 
casionally feels the right arm, and resists any attempts to meddle with it. 
Extremities cold, making it necessary to keep a good fire in the room day 
and night through the winter. Never cries or frets. Takes, three times a 
day, ten ounces of milk, sucked from a bottle. Bowels open with regularity 
once a day. 

The child died two months and a half after this, without any remarkable 
change. 

J/ay 26. Otorrhcea of Ticenty Years^ Duration^ terminating fatalli/ from 
Hemorrhage, Case furnished by Dr. F. H. Gray. Dr. Pabkman showed 
the specimen. — F. C, twenty-one years of age, of scrofulous habit, though 
having a good share of health, had been troubled with a purulent discharge of 
fetid character from the right ear, from infancy. 

On the evening of April 10th, 1851, patient rode several miles on horse- 
back, and on the following morning complained of general uneasiness, though 
sufficiently able to attend to his ordinary business. On the morning of the 15th, 
severe pain commenced in right ear, which continued for three successive days, 
at the end of which period, copious and offensive purulent discharges found 
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tbeir way into the rneatoB anditorius and likewise into the mouth. Patient 
was greatly relieved by the discharges^ and was able to walk and ride out, 
though he still suffered from headache, until the morning of the 2l8t, when 
some coagulated blood was ejected from the mouth. Copious hemorrhage 
took place from the ear and into the mouth at intervals, varying in quantity 
from Jiv to Oj, during the next twenty honn, when he quietly laid him- 
self back, and expired. I>uring the whole illness, there was an almost <|aily 
occurrence of vomiting, with the pulse unusually slow, possibly to be refer* 
red to the influence of narcotics. 

At the autopsy, there was found a slight bloody effusion in the lower snr- 
&ce of the cerebellum, proceeding from a small gangrenous opening in the pos- 
terior surface of the right lateral sinus, just before it terminates in the jugular 
vein; the sinus was also ulcerated on the side next the petrous portion of 
the temporal bone, and blood was extensively effused into the cavity of the 
ear and into the cellular tissue behind the pharynx. The petrous portion of 
the temporal bone, sawn through and exhibited, showed the cavity of the ear 
deeply affected with caries, and undoubtedly the inflammation bad spread 
from this pointy involving the sinus. The specimen is in the Society's 
Cabinet 

June 9. Ovarian Tumour. Dr. Chas. E. Wars reported the case. — He 
first saw the patient (a single woman) June 29th, 1850. She was then 
fifty-nine years of age, and had perceived the enlargement of the abdomen 
foe about a year. It had occasioned no inconvenience beyond a little cmbar- 
iMsment in walking. The swelling was occasioned by a tumour, hard and 
elastic, divided into three lobes. The central lobe appeared to originate frx>m 
the fundus of the uterus, having the bladder directly between it and the pubis, 
and extending above the umbilicus. To the left of these tumours, between 
the crest of the ilium and the false ribs, there was another tumour, loose and 
flbocid like a half empty sac. Dr. Ware was called to see her on account of 
vomiting, and some dbturbance of the bowels occasioned by the interference 
of the tumour. She was speedily relieved. She had similar attacks in 
July, September, and in November, at which latter time there was great 
fbllness of the abdomen, and distinct ascites. She had, during this time, 
been taking the oxjmuriate of mercury, and afterwards hydriodate of potash, 
without any distinct advantage. 

In January, 1851, she had another attack of vomiting. At this time, the 
abdomen had very much diminished in size, and there was no appearance of 
fluid in the peritoneum. In the right groin, there was a group of enlarged 
inguinal glands; some of them as large as a hazelnut. No tenderness 
about them, nor signs of inflammation. At the time of her death, these had 
entirely disappeared. The tumours remained about the same, except that 
they were more distinct on account of the general emaciation. Up to this 
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time, in the interval of her attacks of Tomiting, or of diarrhoBfti which would 
continue from a week to a fortnight, she was able to keep about. After this 
attack, she rarely left the house, and was often confined to her bed. She 
slowly wasted in strength and flesh, was able to bear little food, and had 
more frequent attacks of vomiting. 

March Slst. She was seized with griping pain in the bowels, and ^ome 
looseness. She took to her bed, and did not again leave it. Three weeks 
afterwards a more severe attack occurred, under which she sank, June 4th. 

AxUoptn/, — Very great emaciation. No fluid in the peritoneum. The 
iyguinal glands entirely subsided. The tumour arose from the left ovary. 
It had only one very slight adhesion, and that to the omentum. Although 
forming one mass, it was lobulated into four or five parts. One of these 
was a cyst large enough to contain a teacup of fluid. The fluid was about 
the colour of strong coflee. Another small cyst, about the size of an Eng- 
lish walnut, contained a soft paste of a dark bistre colour, which, under 
the microscope, presented only brown granules and granular corpuscles. The 
other lobes, which constituted the mass, and would weigh four or five pounds, 
were solid, and had much the appearance of carcinoma. There were several 
small cavities in them containing a limpid fluid. The whole mass had a 
somewhat oedcmatous appearance. Under the microscope it presented cells, 
caudate, irregular, and nucleated, but no granular corpuscles. There vras a 
distinct stroma similar to that of carcinoma. At the lower part of the lonaQ 
intestines, the membrane was intensely red, rough, and at points ulcerated. 

There was no disease in any of the other organs. 

June 2M. — Dr. Siiattuck, Jr., reported the following cases : — 
Chrojvc Dyscnten/f Diarrhoea; less after taking Oil of Turpentine — PeritO' 
nitis not revealed by Symptoms — Extensive Uh-eration of the Mucous Membrane 
of the Large Intestine. — B. P., fifty-five years of age, bom in Genoa, had been 
in America two years — during the last of which, had lived in Boston. He 
entered the Massachusetts General Hospital April 19, 1851, reporting him- 
self as having suffered for two months from chronic diarrhoea and abdominal 
pain. He knew of no cause for his disease; of dark complexion, emaciated; 
^six or eight yellowish stools in twenty-four hours; tenesmus; abdomen flat, 
rigid, not tender on pressure ; appetite small ; no fever. He was put upon a 
diet of boiled milk and lime-water, thickened with flour, or pounded cracker; 
took chalk mixture and paregoric, tannic acid and powdered opium ; up to the 
80th April, there had been no improvement. He now took half an ounce of 
the niucilage of gum Arabic with half a drachm of the spirits of turpentine, 
and fift<ien drops of the tincture of opium, three times a-day. He had an 
ounce of cherry brandy in the morning; chicken and maccaroni for his din- 
ner. i\Iay 17th, he was more comfortable ; less abdominal pain ; more appe- 
tite ; two or three dejections every day. He took, for one day, three doses of 
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the tiDctare of nuz vomica, gtts. viii ; had ntuneitms dejectionSy with pain ; , 
the former medicine was resumed, and on the 21st he had but two dejections. 
He gradually lost strength, so as not to be able to walk about the ward ; the 
27th, he was in bed ; no abdominal pain ; no tenderness of abdojpen on pres- 
sure. The 28th, the pulse was 106, small, feeble; prostration; no stool in 
last twenty hours; died that night. 

At the autopsy, a half pint of pus was discovered in the abdominal cavity, 
the intestines being glued together by lymph, and their peritoneal coat and that 
of the cavity finely inject^ ; mucous membrane of small intestines and sto- 
mach quite healthy. In large intestines, ulcerations commenced about two 
inches from the ileo-coecal valve, small, round, numerous, several extending 
to peritoneal coat ; six inches from the valve, three 'parallel strips of ulcera- 
tion, three inches in length by three or four lines in breadth, extending to the 
submucous cellular tissue. Numerous small ulcerations in sigmoid flexure. 

Chronic Dyuntery — Sudden Death — Small Efftmon of Blood between Dura 
Mater and Arachnoid — Peculiar Injection and Ulceration of Large Intestine. — 
Joachim, a Portuguese seaman, twenty-eight years of age, was taken with di- 
arrhoea in a voyage firom Batavia to Boston, and had been ill about ten weeks, 
Deo. 17th, when he arrived in this country. He ate indiscriminately; took 
no care of himself; continued to suffer from abdominal pain, diarrhoea, loss 
of flesh and strength, and entered the hospital April 18th. He was put on 
a diet of lime-water and milk, and pounded cracker; took astringents and 
opiates for several days. He continued to have seven or eight loose yellowish 
discharges in the twenty-four hours; occasionally, blood and mucus. He was 
then put on meat and rice, brandy and water, taking occasionally powdered 
opium or laudanum. Small cpistaxis on the 21st; on the 29th, had a faint 
tarn from which he recovered ; ate his dinner with usual relish ; died sud- 
denly about five o'clock in the evening. 

At the autopsy, a patch of effused blood three inches in diameter, rather 
more than a drachm in quantity, was found anteriorly on the right side be- 
tween the dura mater and the arachnoid. The brain generally soft. The 
mucous membrane of stomach and small intestines pale, of suflHeient consist- 
ence. The liver was healthy; its weight three pounds and a half. Injection in 
spots under serous and mucous membranes of large intestines, some of a bluish 
colour, some of a bright red colour, not corresponding to each other. Ulcera- 
tions small, circular; in some of these, patches of mucous membrane, extending 
to the cellular tissue. Mucous membrane of large intestines generally soft 
Intestinal tube containing less of its secretions and fecal matter than usual, 
there having been free operation about the time of death. 



Chronic Dysentery prevented by Oil of Turpentine — Strangury — Recovery. ---^ 
Havy Beasly, a spare woman, muscular system sufficiently developed, healthy ; 
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had had no long illness ] had one attack of diarrhosa, which lasted aboni three 
weeks, in 1849. She came over to this coantrj in Angnst^ 1850 ; anffered 
from sea-sickness daring the vojago, which otherwise was pleasant; no ferer 
or diarrhoea amongst fellow-passengers. She srrived in New York, and went 
immediately to liye with her son; working moderately. She was taken with 
abdominal pain, and had six or eight loose stool^ in the twenty-four honrS| 
with, occasionally, slime and blood, about a month after her arrivaL She 
took pills, which controlled her discharges for a day or two at a time ; oocsp 
sionally she would haye none. She entered the hospital Jane 10th, haying 
had six or eight discharges a day for the hist tivt> weeks ; pain ; little or no 
appetite; tongue not remarkable; pulse 84; skin not remarkable; abdomen 
not full, tender on pressure. She took a pill with two grains of tannic acid 
and half a grain of opium twice a-day ; five or six stools, with some blood and 
mucus. On the 11th, she took half an ounce of castor oil in a cup of flax- 
seed tea, which was followed that day by two doses, at regular interyals, of half 
an ounce each of the mucilage of gum Arabic, half a drachm of the spirits of 
turpentine, and six drops of the elixir of opium. She had three dejections on 
that day, none on the 12th ; and, on the 14th, in the morning, she was at^ 
tacked suddenly by scyere abdominal pain. The house physician gaye her a 
grain of opium and thirty drops of laudanum in a starch enema. Mictari- 
tion bloody and painful. She took opiates and mucilages ; was better on the 
17th, well on the 22d, and left on the dOth, perfectly well in eyery respeet| 
gaining flesh and strength. 

These were the only cases of chronic dysentery in the medical wards of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital during the months of March, April, May, 
and June. There was one case of acute dysentery during the same period. 
Of one hundnxi and fiye cases of acute dysentery, which were receiyed at the 
hospital during a pi'riod of twenty-four years, but three cases occurred in the 
spring months. Of uiuoteon cases of chronic dysentery, during the same 
porivHi of years, there were also three in the spring. The peculiarities of these 
cases aro« perhaps, sufficiently obyious without any fiirther comment 



Jmnt 2«». i\n*miHif /rom Eating o/ SiniKherriei^-^Bcsema, Case r»> 
ported by IV. Alley. — A gentleman ate freely of strawberries at noon. In 
the oiHinK^ 1^ half an hvmr he was soiled with nausea, which did not terminate 
in vomitiu^« but disapivarcd iu about an hour. Towards evening he per- 
ceiTed a slight irritation u(vn his ohin« accompanied with redness and itching. 
The next m^vnini; the whole of the right side of the £ice was swollen, and 
during; the day iho eruption extended aoiv^e^ the forehead and over the left 
side of I ho t'lce, aud the swelling inoresfeMvUkt as nearly to oI\]i^ the eye& 
The sime djir, the onxpciou appoarwi v^ iho anterior portion of the chest, on 
the sv-iv^um. and extended down the inner side v^t the thishsL It was cha' 
ractorueii by cr\>(^ of miuu^? vesivle»« thiekly crowded toother; an*! up-^n the 
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dun, and orer the upper lip, appeared an ezadation of jellow aenim. The 
oonstitotional fsjmfUnnn were slight, the patient complaining somewhat of 
pain across the forehead; restlessness at night. Poise aeoelerated; com- 
plained of no pain in ahdomen. Patient reports that, six jears ago, a simi- 
lar attack followed the eating of strawberries, but did not appear to be so 
directly oansed bj them. Has eaten them occasionally since, but. not without 
some feelings of discomfort The bowels were fredjF opened by saline a^ 
thartios, and a light diet ordered. In the course of five days, the swelling 
subnded, redness disappeared, and the skin was rapidly assuming a healthy 
appearance. 

June 28. — Severe Urticaria from Byo^eyamue, Case reported by Dr. 
Cabot. — Mr. B. was suffering severe pain in abdomen, and as it was deemed 
important that the medicine which he had taken (castor <nl) should be allowed to 
operate, he was directed to take a teaspoonfnl of tinct. hyoscyami every hour 
until he had taken three doses — unless he was relieved sooner ftom his pain. 
Soon after the first dose, he felt his lips swell somewhat, and became drowsy. 
AAer the second dose, passed a large quantity of fiatus. About ten minutes 
after the third dose, his nose swelled very much, which swelling extended all 
over his face and body, growing less severe below his waist; this was accomp*^ 
nied with a prickly sensation and itching. The skin of the face was very red, 
shining, and hard ; the eyes were shut; there was no interval seen until below 
middle of body, where bunches and irregular patches Appeared scattered over 
the sur&ce, and some smaller ones appeared like enlarged papillae of the skin. 
He could hardly utter a word, owing to a '< stiffness of the tongue and lips,'' as 
^be expressed it; what he did say was with a thick, blundering manner, like 
that of a drunken man : his mind appeared perfectly clear. The eruption 
began to subside in about an hour and a half ftom the time the last dose 
taken, and had almost or quite disappeared the next morning.- 



t/une 27. — Onngrene of Appendix Vermifbrmti. Dr. J. M. Warreh re- 
lated the case. — ^The patient was a gentleman forty years of age. He had 
always been subject to what are called bilious complaints. About four yean 
sinoe, he was confined for some weeks to the house with a severe attack of 
oolic, attended with constipation; and at this time Dr. W. observed a small 
hard tumour, tender on pressure, in the right lumbar region. Two years ago 
last October, he had a second atteck, in which the pain was excruciating, and 
vsquired the constant inhalation of ether and use of the opiates to relieve him. 
At this time there was a diffuse swelling in the right iliac and lumbar regions, 
quite hard and very tender, lender the use of leeches, and by inducing a 
dight mercurial action on the system, he slowly recovered. At this time. Dr. 
W., fearing some organic complaint, not only from the swelling, but from his 
great susceptibility to cold and disturbed digestion, advised him to relinquish 
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bnmncBSy at least so far as to allow him to have his mind perfectly free from 
any caro, and to give him an opportunity of paying particular attention to his 
health. This he did, and has been quite free from any trouble until the final 
attack. Thb came (m after exposure to cold and some irregularity in diet. 
The pain, for a day or two, amounted merely to a feeling of uneaainess, but 
gradually became excessive. A tumour could be distinguishedi at this period| 
in the right iliac fossa, the sixe and length of the forefinger; was quite hard, 
and could be almost seised, through the integuments, and lifted up. The pain 
and tenderness were so great aa to require the overpowering use of opiates, adp 
ministered by enema. On the third day there was a slight evacuation from the 
bowels by means of an enema; but the patient shortly after fell into a state of 
collapse, and died on the third day after the violent seiaurc. For the last twenty- 
four hours there was the most distressing hiccough. On examination aflerdeathi 
extensive peritoneal inflammation was found to exist There was very great 
iudumtion of the omentum, with firm adhesions, arising apparently from the 
previous attack, two years before. Some purulent matter escaped from the 
cavity of the pelvis. The appendix vermiformis was found gangrenous and 
perforated at both ends, and in its central portion was contained a mass of 
indurated feces the size of a prune stone. On section of this substance, no 
nucleus could be discovered. 



AmpHtattoH at the ShoMrr-Jttiut, Dr. J. M. Warren. — The patient^ 
Uurty-two 3'cars of ago,iaud was brought to the Massachusetts General Hospital 
on the ItUh May, his arm having been drawn in between the cog-wheels of 
powerful machinery u^ed for pressing hemp, two hours before— the limb passed 
in up to the shoulder. The bones of the hand were found to be crushed, the 
radius and ulna not broken ; the lower two-thirds of the humerus commnni- 
cate^i, and an opening over the brachial artery, two inches below the axilla, 
allowiHi the finger to bo passed in up to the joint. The limb was removed by 
an antorior and pi\5torior flap. Some difficulty was experienced in disarticu- 
lating the head of the humerus, frxun the fact that the bone being broken 
below, no purchase could bo had by which the head could be lifted fix>m its 
socket. A iMverful p:iir of forceps had boon provided for this purpose, but 
the disphuvmont wa$ etfoctod without having recourse to them. The patient 
has done well. Pr. W. stated that the case was inten^sting, as being the first 
case of amputAtion at the shv^ulder-joint that had ever cccum:^ at the Massa- 
chus(*tis General lKv<pital. The ptiont^ who^^ case was Kponed to the Society 
in January, when the limb had been ivmoveti at the shouIder-j:.int for malig- 
nant di^'a$e, W3i» Uv^w {vrfeotly r.\\>vex>sd, and had rcsumei his (Kcupadona. 

Jiirjf 14. — Tr.:>i-,i:'c 2\,\rit^ ii^ tM 7nr*. — IV. AVlLLlAMS ItpCTted tWO 

case* where v\v.isi.icraK.e \;oIenoe dv>ne to the ins had Kxn foUjwt-d ly a very 
triding au)ouut of intiammauon. 



Extracts from Sot. for Med. Improvement* 165 

The first was a case where an operation for artificial papil had been per- 
formed upon the right eje of a fanner aged sixty-one. Inflammation of the 
eye occurred twenty-seven years since^ producing extensive adhesions of the 
iris to the cornea, and a dense leucoma which covered the lower half of the cor- 
nea and the small portion of the pupil which remained unadherent The other 
eye was lost last March. In performing the operation, a portion of iris was 
drawn out through a wound of the cornea, and a sufficient portion excised to 
form a pupil of rather more than the average sixe, towards the outer canthua. 
This was accomplished with some difficulty, the manoeuvres being impeded by 
the extensive adhesions. Yet no inflammation followed. The patient might 
have gone out the next day, except that prudence forbade his doing so, and 
he actually did go out on the fifth day after the operation, seeing well enough 
to guide himself. His sight continued to improve, and he returned home to 
the country on the twelfth day. 

The second case was that of a young man of twenty who was wounded by 
an explosion of a bottle of ''mineral water." The fragment of glass divided 
the cornea horizontally in its whole extent, at the level of the lower edge of 
the pupil, and the wound extended so fiEir into the sclerotica as to make its 
whole length half an inch. The iris protruded through the wl^ole of thLi 
long wound, the pupil being deformed, and the entire substance of the iris 
put upon the stretch. This long hernia of the iris was greatly distended by 
aqueous humour accumulated behind it, and, it being impossible to effect its 
reduction, it was punctured with a cataract needle. The aqueous humour 
escaped in a jet, to the distance of three feet, and the tumour instantly col- 
lapsed. It became, however, re-distended on subsequent days, and the puncture 
was repeated four or five times. This proving ineffectual, a portion of iris 
was excised at the centre of the ridge, and from this time it remained collapsed 
until union of the edges of the wound was accomplished, the iris forming a 
portion of the cicatrix. No increase of the ocular vascularity followed these 
operations; but, on the contrary, the patient was relieved from the sensations 
of pain and tension he had before experienced. He promptly recovered, and 
a fortnight af1be^ the accident, there was no appearance of commencing trau- 
matic cataract, but vision continued good. The glass must have struck ob- 
liquely, and glanced off, without penetrating the globe. 

Juljf 14. — Syphilitic Ulcer on Glans Penis, and Syphilitic Tubercular Ert^ 
tlou on Skin^ fifteen years after exposure. — ^Dr. DuRR£E exhibited a patient, a 
married man, who consulted him about the first of May last, on account of an 
uloer on the glans penis. At that time the ulcer encircled the orifice of the 
urethra, and was about the size of half a dime. Three weeks before calling 
upon Dr. D., the patient discovered a small pimple close to the lower edge or 
border of the orifice, and made known his trouble to one of his neighbours, 
who attempted to cure it by applying a decoction of various roots and herbs, 
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and an ointment of resin and hog's lard, &e. The pimple soon became an 
nicer, and the ingninal glands on both sides became swollen. Patient states 
that fifteen years ago he contracted gonorrhoea, which yielded to treatment in 
a few weeks; that he never had been exposed except at the time above men- 
tioned; and that he never had chancres externally. Although the nicer was 
of a suspicious character, yet it was difficult to judge hew much its appearance 
might have been modified by the applications which had been resorted to. 
Fkitient was put upon the use of iodide of potass in syrup of sarsapaiilla, 
fifteen grains daily, for two weeks, and then increased the quantity to twenty- 
two grains daily for three weeks longer. It was then discontinued in oonse- 
quence of a minute papular eruption with slight erythema, which it had brought 
out upon the face, chest, &c. This eruption faded away in a few days, and was 
followed by genuine syphilitic tubercles sparsely disseminated upon the face, 
head, back of the neck, and other parts, where they have remained with 
characteristic persistence, and without manifesting any disposition to ulceratei 
up to the present time. Upon laying aside the iodide of potass, patient was 
put upon the internal use of dilute nitric acid, and lastly upon mercurials. 
Topical remedies, black wash, aromatic wine, nitric acid two drops to the 
ounce of water, cold water dressing, saturated tincture of iodine, saturated 
solution nitrate of silver, &c. 

Patient was a sort of country trader, and was engaged in various specula- 
tions which be did not choose to entrust to any one else; it was impossible 
to prevail upon ' him to keep quiet for any length of time, and the desired 
effects of the remedies were thus iu a great measure defeated. On two or 
three occasions, he took board in the city for six or eight days, during which 
time Si^me amendment would take place. He would take courage from this, 
and insist that he was well enough to go home. Complained somewhat of 
Boston ohargos, and said that he would take the responsibility of the case 
upon himself; and that, if it did not go "on to his mind," he would take the 
blame. In this way the case progres^sed from bad to worse. The ulcer spread 
over a large portion of the glans penis, which became a good deal swollen, and 
the use of the bougie was required. The cervical glands became enlarged, 
fauces iufiamed, deglutition painful, nocturnal pains in lower extremities, and 
the {vitient had but little sleep. . lie at length got thoroughly frightened, relin- 
quished business, came to the city under the apprehension that his disease 
was of a malignant character, and that he would lose a portion of the penis if 
ho did not get help s^^ou. lie now expressoil a willingness to remain in the 
city, without regard to expens«\ as l^ng as uiiirht K> necessary. During the 
last few days, a favourable change has again taken place. His case excited 
particular inteiv5t frv>m the foot that so long a time had elapsed since the virus 
imbibed into the system. 
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Juae 23, • — Ptoriatit Guttata Sffphi7itira. — Dr. I>uaKEE reported the case 
ind exhibited the paCieDt to the Society. — The ahove eruption appeared first 
npOD the hatd, about three mnotha Ago; (patient was shows at the meeting 
h) evciiiag of June 23d, 1851 ;) other pnrls were affected with it in the fol- 
lowing order, viz: the face; the upper portion of the chest and hack ; the 
nates ; the palntar surfaces nf the hands and the plantar surfaces of the feet. 
Dr. D. believed its appearance sufficiently declared its syphilitic nature ; and 
IQ this opinion the other medical gentlemen present eoncurred. The fauces 
were inflamed, and several guperfieial ulcerations c:ti3ted about the month. 
The patient stoutly denied baring ever bad any of the primary symptoms of 
syphilis. Dr. Durkcc mentioned having Been, a few years since, in consulta- 
tion with Dr. Coale, a young married woman, whose skin was covered with an 
emption precisely like that of the patient who was before the Society ; she 
BtUed, that to her knowledge, she bad never been troubled with chancres, or 
ftQj other venereal symptoms, and her Btitement was made with apparently 
the greatest sincerity. Dr. D. has often heard similar declarations, especially 
from females whom be has attended for psoriasis syphilitica; he was quite 
aware that it is contrary to all medical authorities to suppose that the accond- 
Mj syphilitic developments can bo Bianif.3Sted without having been preceded 
by the primary disease, and be would ask if a female might not have a chancre 
■nd yet not be conEcioua of any trouble in the part thus affected? or, oan it 
be possible for any of the secondary affections of the venereal disease to exist 
independently of chancre as the cause? 

Dr. Parkma*) referred to Ricord's statements as positive agunst the latter 

mi^>ositioD, and suggested that tbo patients referred to by Dr. Darkee, may 

- km been sufferers from the disease without having noticed its symptoms. 

1^^. Abbot mentioned the case of a woman who had applied to bim for the 

mt of an eruption which she supposed to bo syphilitic, but she had 

t jemarked any primary symptoms. 

Ju/y 14,— /lira(-«i/e»iji Thm-acit. — Dr. BowDiTCH reported the following 
sues of paracentesis thoracis, performed by means of the exploring trocar and 
■nction apparatus, described by bim at a previous meeting, and first used in 
this country by Dr. Morrill Wyman of Cambridge. 

The first was that of a man accustomed to hard labour in a machine shop, 
being required to raise a heavy lever, the end of which he rested upon his left 
breast. Three months ago, he noticed a soreness of this part, which bad 
gradually augmented, attended with dyspntea and debility, till be entered iha 
Huaachusetts General Hospital. At that period, his accesses of dyapniea, at 
nigbt, particularly, were urgent; and all the time be had laboured breathing. 
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Tho physical signs of extcnsiye cffasion into the left pleura were quite evident, 
with flatness over front and back, except at apex; change of poailion caused 
a slight but perceptible change of sounds ; respiratory murmur almost null ; 
wgophony ; prominence of the left chest, and dislocation of the heart to tlie 
right side of tho sternum. July 15th, Oj of a bloody fluid was removed, 
witli scarcely any pain, and with a great sense of relief to the soreness and 
distension of tho chest, and the heart fell about two inches towards its usual 
position. The next day, patient felt better than at any time since his entrance, 
and ho did not have again, while in the hospital, any severe accesses of dys- 
pnoea, lie was punctured subsequently twice, and, finally, an external open- 
ing was formed by suppuration through the skin. Patient was growing 
weaker and left tho hospital. The case was an interesting one to Dr. B.,yinf, 
because of tho unusual character* of the fluid evacuated, it being so nearly 
liko blood in its aspect, that he had, at first, desisted from drawing it off, 
fearing that possibly some organ had been punctured, although the physieal 
signs were wholly opposed to that idea ; tecondlj/f because of the great relief 
to tho dyspnoea and to the abnormal position of the heart One of the punc- 
tures caused some pain ; the others occasioned but little. 

Dr. B. reported a second case, which was that of a little girl, about six 
years of age, the hbtory of whose symptoms could not be exactly ascertained. 
She was under the care of Dr. Buckingham at the almshouse, and was evi- 
dently approaching her end, when first seen. The usual signs of great effu- 
sion wore found in the left thorax. Three distinct punctures were made, in 
about as many uiinutos, with the small trocar, and, on each occasion, a small 
drv>p of wat4L^ry fluid escaped, but by no power of suction could any large 
amount of it be prooure^l. The patient suffered scarcely at all, and snbae- 
quontly to tho operation, she seemed to the attendants rather easier than be- 
fore. She died, as was anticipated, the next day. 

A third case was given as follows: A. M., spinster, «t. 25, a thin, pale 
woman, had been ti\^ubled slightly with cough for a year or more, but was 
never long ev^nfiued to bed by it. Two weeks before she was seen by Dr. B., 
she had had severe paiu in the Kft side of the thorax, with sense of disteniion of 
that side, and inability to lie on the right side. Meanwhile, for a week, her 
cott^h had almost wholly left her. Iler appetite was g>>oe. and she had a 
slight diarrhiVdk and some hectic paroxysukiw ller pulse was 104; and the 
heart was pushed to the right of the sternum. There was fiatness of the 
whv^le of the left chest ; the r\^spiratioa was very ohecure in the knrer half of 
the let\ hack, stxv^o^Iy tubular iu uppet- half: there was crackling, oi a ccwrae, 
m^^t kind, at the top <>f the ri^t luni:. The dL^n.vis was chrwuc p^tHun^ 
with jv^rieos Icsii^ v>f the kft luo^. combined with acuw pleuritic tffusico of 
two v^^ks* durativ^Q 

As the patient wus txV* fivVCe to sit up. even f.T a si:r: i^uirraL she was 
nu^ by an as»is£i£: ani the u».var iairc^^vd jusj c^lw u< aa^ uf the 



Ertraet* from Soe. for JBM, Iviprf>x<fmnt. 

•capula, between tbc eighth aod niath rib. ^orCy-oneotmrnDf aclear, yellow, 
«erou»-like fluid were (irawn off with insUntaneoas comfort to ibe patient. The 
left br«H»t became somewhat resonant, anJ the heart fell back towards ile 
oormitl position, at k'list one and nbalf iuches. The pulse was at 100 before 
ftnd &f\cr the opcratio:i. A cough couimcnced during tbo operation, and be- 
came quite troubleflomc. 

The report, the next day, was that ebe bud passed a detioiouB night, wholly 
free from pain and sense of fuUneBs. From that period, the patient rapidly 
mended. The pulse fell, within twenty-four hours, to 80; the appctita re- 
tomed ; the dejections were regular. The respiratory murmur waa heard, 
within the some time, much more distinctly, at the bottom of the chest. A 
fine crepiUlion, as frum the expanding of previously compressed lung, was 
heard in the left breast, and the vjijifr part of the back was duller than the 
lower. The symptomB steadily improved, and on the seventh day, the patient 
•at np three bourn, and all signs of effusion had wholly disappeared. This im- 
provement has been progressive The crackling, coarse and distinct, at the 
apex of the right lung, has diminished, aad the tubular respiration at the left 
summit, though still very marked, is, perbap?, less extensive. In other words, 
the physical signs of phtbtsis have lessened, and the patient bos been to visit 
her rebtions in a neighbouring State. 

Dr. B. regarded this ease as a deeply interesting one, from the entire guccesa 
resulting from the puncture in relieving the acnte effusion, whereas if no punc- 
ture had been mode, the patient, who had been gradually growing more sick, 
would probably have died. The fact, too, that the physical signs of phthisis 
luive been somewhat lessened by the operation, is quite important. It proves, 
u far as one ease can prove it, that the coexistence of phthisis with pleurisy, 
80 far from militating against the operatiou, makes it more necessary for the 
vel&re of the patient that paracentesis should be performed. 

JvJ}} 14. — Fcadiarili/ in a Cate of Yaecinatioii. — Dr. Hatward, Jr., 

reported the case of an infant, from three to four weeks old, in whom, on the 
(bnrtb day after vaccination, the appearances were favourable; on the tenth 
Any, however, there was no indication that the disease had taken ; the child 
TTM re-raceinated without effcet, but, on the second day after the Kcond voc- 
eination, the fint begun to tahe effect and went through its proper course. 
The scab came off on the twenty-third day. 

Jvli/ 14. — VariiAa after Viiccmalion and Vnriohid. — Dr. Clark referred 
to the ease of a lady who wat rrjiorlcil to have " died of confluent variola, 
after having been previously vaccinated, and after having also passed through 
at least one attack of varioloid;" and expressed his doubts, supposing the 
Other facts to be as stated, as to her ever having been well vaccinated. 

It seemed to him also vay unwaal that vorioht should folloui rather than 
Recede varioloid. 
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Ho is of opiaioD that yacoiDatioD, at any period of life, ff repeeUed, at in- 
tervals of Dot less than twenty-one days, until it ceaMe$ to product any local effect, 
will protect the individual, forever after, not only against variok, bat against 
varioloid oven in its mildest forms. 

t The number of operations required for this purpose toiU not umally exceed 
tioo. 

Dr. Coals had known several cases of secondary small-poz ; in every case 
the disease was severe. In two of these patients the pitting was veiy marked 
firom the second attack. 

Dr. MiNOT mentioned the case of a girl who had been vaccinated, who af- 
terwards had variola nnder Dr. Gray's care, and finally died firom an attack 
of varioloid. 

July 27. — Fr(icture or Dislocation of the Coccyx during Labour, Dr. 

m 

OoAiiR.-~In the second labour of a married woman, sat 23, who had been 
confined four years previously, the process was hindered by the carving up of 
the OS coccyx. After waiting without any advance for three hours, the for- 
ceps wore used. Ten days afterwards the patient was unable to leave her 
bod, and complained of severe pain at the end of the sacrum. On examina- 
tion, the end of the coccyx was found very movable, with crepitus. 

IV. BiQELOW, Senior, had seen some cases of an affsction of this bone^ 
aect^mpanicd by pain, etc., especially in riding, where it could not be attribo- 
tablc to violence. 

Angnst 25. — Ascites^ — Dr. Stoeer mentioned a case of ascites occurring 
saddonly and increasing with great rapidity, now under his care at the Massa- 
ehu:!»etls In^noral Uoc^pital. The patient, a female, twenty-seven yean of age, 
who hiid boon previously perfectly well, left London, nine weeks since, for this 
country. A few days after going on board ship, she sufiered £rt>m severe 
pain« aflJcding the whole of the right side, which was incmsed by the slightest 
efiort> and was accompanied by cough. The pain oontinaed for five days only, 
the cvMkgh was not n^mov^ for several weeks. Two or three days after the 
ceiR»tii\a ^^f the pain« the patient duvovened, for the first time, a distensioii of 
her abdoQKm ; this gndually incr>Mi»d for thive w««ks« then became statioDaiy, 
attd has thus o>atinttcd ov>^r sinc^. At the pm^^nt time, her whoie abikiDftt 
is exivodiiiir^v dist<^nd^l. ivndenng the walls vefj t^nse, and pushing tlie dia- 
phrMrm hij^ into the chest. Actv\» the umbilicxt^ she mcas^ires fcwty-foar and 
ft4alf iov^Ki^ : ac«\>» the cpii?k$<nuai« thiny-fiT^ ir»e}st*:«^ With the sw^iing of 
lheabdx«ien« her lower ext^mitie^ b«\nMtte axvasanvxas tiroogt^^Qt. Upon 
eixa«iiMit^.wi of the eKi>s^ th<w » d«hm» ^'4 peivufSMn v rer h.-«h backs, 
<t»{vcial«x the T^t^ wVw theav is aiSsinKV v"tf rwjftrui."*. moc^kac^ c^ v^c^, 
asKi «^>f5wrT. No arf^w^sabie Mia^j?r«K«t of the hoaru lirir. cc kSdners. 
Tlie pdONttt 9«ai» that she has vMttCnaaioa b«t i^oof 3sh££ ii>t lass thz«e 
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jeare; and tliat waa about mx months nmce. For the last two years previoag 
to bcr leaving England, she waa employed in a lead factory, and although she 
never suffered from any of tho affections usually prodneed by the ahsLirption 
of \tad, the blue line, characteristic of its presence, is perfectly appurcnt upon 
her gums. 

Oct. 27. — From the time of patient's admission until Seplember 21st, she 
was bandaged and active cathartics and diuretics were administered; at this 
period, although she was gradually diminishing in size, she was growing mora 
feeble; all active measures were stopped and a generous diet prescribed. She 
now measures thirty-four inches acroga abdomen, on a level with the umbili- 
003, and thirty-sis inches across the epigastrium ; having gained ten inches in 
the largest circumference. 

She has " house diet," and is very comfortable. The catamenia have not 
yet returaud. 

Dr. 8. asked whether this ascites might not depend on some affection of the 
HTer, not discovered? 

Dr. Cbannim) referred to certain cases reported by Dr. CnAPMAK, where 
mbdominal swelling and (odema of the limbs occurred in healthy persons, from 
merely falling, by sudden accident, into water. Dr. C. thinks be remembers, 
tim, similar cases, reported by Euglisb writers; tho hardships, privation, and 
exposuie to which immigrants are liable, might have like cffeclfl. 

Augvtl 25, — Remlulioti of Tithcrde under lite tue of Ood-Liver Oil. — Dr. 
C. E. Ware reported tho following case; — August 29th, 1850, be was ealled 
to see the patient for the first time. She was a woman thirty-four years of 
age. Two years previously she had had slight haemoptysis. Through the 
Bpringand satumer she had been losing strength and flesh. In June she was 
again atlauked with biemoptysis, small in quantity, and from that time bcr 
expectoration had been tinged, more or less, with blood, almost every day. 
Sbe bad also been much annoyed by dryness of the mouth and fauces. Her 
menses bad been perfectly regular. Her bowels had been somewhat loose, 
feur or five dejections a day. At this time, the cough was moderate. The 
expectoration not very copious, viscid, semi transparent, generally brownish 
mucus, which she said was red when first raised. She complained of pain in 
the upper part of the chest in front, in her lefl side, and in her legs. She 
msup, and about, but fatigued by slight exertion. Pulse IIG, regular. She 
presented no physical signs of tubercles. The respiratory sound was rather 
fiiint over both bocks, but equal, vesicular, and without rales. The resonance 
on percussion was normal. 

In her family there was no tubercular tendency. She was of a nervous 
temperament, and of a tall and slender person. 

September 3d, she commenced taking cod-liver oil. There was some in- 
lolerance at first; but persevering with smaller doses for awhile, she was soon 
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iible to retain, without difficulty or discomfort, half an onnoe three timee 
a day, This wss Lor limit; and at tbia doae, she continued williout vnriatian. 
MoBt of the time she took it in tincture of bark. She took various cough 
mixtures at different tiraes; but depended principally upon McMuon's elixir of 
opium to secure escniplion from co-ugb during the night. 

She continued without any marked change in Ler ayinplonia, excepting 
that she was regularly losing strength and Sesb, till December loth, wliea Dr. 
W, diaeovered deficiency of respiratory sound under both clavicles, and a bron- 
chial expiration under the right. There was no marked difference on |>ercn>- 
sion under the two clavicles. She Lad been able to keep up, and occasionally 
to walk out in the yard, till this time, when she lost all inclinatioQ to tnove, 
and by tlie lust of December was confined entirely to her bed. Uor exIiiiiiB- 
tion and dyspnaa were extreme, so as to render the answer of necessary 
c]ueatioua very fatiguing to her. Her eroaciutiun was great. Appetite 
gone. The ctttameuia were regular up to the middle of January ISdl, when 
she had them for the last time. About the last of January there began to 
be some mitigation of her symptoms. Through February and March, an 
improvement was very obvious. By the middle of April, her pulse had ootne 
down to 96. Tlio bowels were perfectly regular; etrengtli and oppeUte 
were greatly improved; (ho cough was very slight; she talked easily, without 
apparent dyspnoea. But through the two previoua months, while she had 
been constantly and regularly iniproving in her general health, a depression 
of spirits, and distrust of the reality of her amendment bad been gradually 
affecting her. Previous to this, while as constant!) losing as she was 
now gaining, she had been very cheerful, and resigned to what appeared 
to be her inevitable fate. She complained now of uncomfortable seawt- 
tions in the head, affecting her whole body and making her feel ne if she 
should lose her reason. Although she had so far recovered her sirengtb that 
she was able to go about the house, ait up all day, and even walk out in the 
yard, yet she was di^clined to move. Through April and May she did not 
gain so much in strength as she had done in February and March. By June, 
however, she was able to walk out, and tuke quite long rides. She had little 
if any cough, and a good appetite. Her pulse was at its natural standard. 
She occaaionaJiy expectorated a thin transparent mucus, now and then with a 
speck of blood in it. She spoke with perfect ease, in her natural tone. Dnder 
her clavicles the resonance on percussion was perfectly good, and the resp- 
ratory sound natural. She bad taken her oil regularly up to this time, with 
the exception of u few days, at long intervals, when it would become loath- 
some to her, and she would omit it. 

Her dejection, however, was increasing. She began to be wilfitl, and HB- 
lable in her temper — was unwilling to eat, and to leave her bed. About 
the first of July she began to retain her water. It was healthy when passed, 
and there was no irritation, tcudernoEs, or indication of trouble about the 
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Uadder or its appeadogcs. It became neceaaary to draw it off, to which she 
•abmitted with great relactAncG tit first, and finally absolutely refused. She 
»t length became so uomiiniigeiibie that it was thoaght advisable to send her 
to an insane asylum, to which place she was removed July 26th. At this 
time, there was do iadicatioa of other trouble about the bladder than reten- 
tioD. She was able, without inconsenienc*, to go to the court house, and 
afterwards to ride out of town. 

She returned to her home July 30th, prostrated to thelMt degree, with all 
Uie pymptoms of acute inflammatioD of tbe bladder. Scanty urine, bloody 
uid puruient; eiqui.site pain, and tendorncss abont the neighbourhood of the 
bladder; pulse so feeble and frequent aa to be uncoantable; a cool damp shin. 
Sbo died August 3d, 1S51. 

At the avlapty, there was fonnd universal adheftion of the right lung, old 
and firm; adhesion of the upper bulf of the upper lobe of the left luD<r- Id 
the upper and Diiddle lobea of (be right lung tbcre were nameroua cretaceous 
aiafieefl, some of them quite large, with the substance of the lung oontracted 
and bard about them. Ho crude tubercles, or cavities. In the upper lobe 
of the left lung, there were similar cretiiceoua masses. Excepting for these 
appearances, the lungs were perfectly hcullhy. 

The bladder was found gruuily contracted, and thickened in its parietes. 
Tbc mucous membrane was in all parts intensely red, thickened, and coat«d 
vith tcnacioua mucus and lymph. There was no peritonitis. All the other 
organs eiamiocd were healthy. 

This case is inlercsling from the patient's dying of another disease, and 
eaabling the fact of her having hod tubercular disease to be established 
by a poat-morlem examination. The circumstance of her taking cod.liver 
ml may be a mere coincidence. There can be no doubt that patients do 
oocaaionatly recover from unequivocal tuberuular diseoao under other treat- 
neDt. But it is an cKtrcinely rare thing for a person reduced by tuber- 
eulor disease to the condition in which thia person was, to so far recover. 
Dr. W. has never mot with an instuneo where there was not a doubt as 
to the character of the disease. This would have been an unsatisfactory 
oue hod the patient survived. The more gross phpical signs, such as those 
which indicate a cavity, were never present- Although from tbe estcnt of one 
of the cretaceous musses in the upper lobe of the right lung, aud the con- 
tracted appearance of the lung iu immediate CDQtuct, it is very probable that 
tiiere had been a cavity there. Supposing that the oil had any influenoe in 
this woman's convalescence, it is an interesting fact, and of much practical 
importance, that she persevcringly continued the use of it for four months, nil 
the time failing, before she began to eiperience any benefit. It may be that 
in eaecB where it fluls of efficacy, it has been too early abandoned. 
. Throe other young women, who were nnder treatment at the same time, 
history and symptoms hardly leave a doubt as to tbe eiislunee of tuber- 
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deii who have teken the oil nearly ailoog and in the nme mamier, have pro* 
aented almoit as etriking improvement^ although thej haf« aft no time ap- 
peared ao far reduced aa thia patient waa. In other caaea it haa appeared to 
have little effioaoj beyond a temporary mitigation of certain qrmptema. 

Stfkimber %.—FracluTe qfihe nKhofihB 2%?^ jftme, mAm Ae Chpmdar 
Xri^mefU.— Dr. Parkman exhibited the ipeoimen, from an iname woman, 
aged aixty-foaTi who died nine weeka after the aoddeni. The pointa of in- 
tereat were certain bands of lymph proceeding from the internal anr^toe cf 
the captidt to the broken anrfaoe of the upper portion or head of the bone^ 
which Dr. P. conaidered might ezphin the meana by which the part in theae 
caaea may acquire, aa it often does, a degree of firmneaa and conaequent uae» 
Mneaa, although no hon^ union takea phce. 

jSy^tem&ar 8.— i^j^ ofAtmo^rie Ekotrkil^ mpim a BkmmaHc CV^ppfa. 
—Dr. HatwarDi Jr. related the foUowingy which waa told to him by a reliabk 
individual who waa present at the occurrence. A peraon at Sharon Springii 
a cripple from rheumatiamy recovered the use of his limbs, and rose from his 
bed| walking with ease, during a period of three hours after the houaeinwhidi 
he lodged had been atruck by lightning; a atrong sulphurous odour waa ocea- 
aioned by the evolved electricity. 

The helplesanesB of the limbs returned^ howeveri aa befim. 

S^pHemUt 22.^^P^otf^ SecrHiom of MilL — ^Dr. Kiikbland reported 
the following case:— JL lady, aHat thirty-five, had her first and only child five 
years since; her husband died when this child waa three weeks old, and ake 
haa not been again mairied. She nuiaed her child for two yeais, during 
which periodi the flow of milk waa so pioluse that if she were absent two or 
three houm from her child, her dress would be completely wet; to use her 
own expresaioB, ^ the milk would run down into her shoes." Her child died 
al the age of two yean, of chionic hydrcce|^ialus; since then, up to the pre- 
sent tiBM, a period of three years, there has been a constant secretion of milk 
in her bieasis, and so frae as often to wet her dress quite through; during the 
hat week she waa able to express, by gentle p res wu ne, a pqfect stream of milL 
She has been, and still ia, tegular in her menstrual periods, and also enjojs 
perfect health. 

]k« Kneeland remarked that it is well known that* as a general rale, the 
aeeretMn of milk is confined to fomalss ^hunmn and aniaMl), who have young 
10 be awkled; alans that this se«Rtion omws in virginis and« oceasknallj, 
even in make; but thee latser ouea are rare and not mmIt explained* in the 
pNsent state itf phyri«»k>gy. The ahovv <«» nMainds us of the phenooMnon 
of the lacteal secrHton in our do m e e uc an imtK in vhcBs it is |«t|KCnsl: 
thw» the milkvig of c^Mn is ^vniiwaed thi\>ii^ the whose i^rk^ ti>»a the 
time c/ their beaiti^ yvnn; iv> that of ciMeatkMi frvua bRedis^: this «cn.^doa 
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in teUd cattle, u in anim&Is generally, and in the human female, ia coDtinned 
only during the suckling of the jouog. There ia this difference, however, 
that in the domeaUc antmaU, repeated impregn^ttioa is necessary to seuare a 
eontiaaance of the Becretioo, whilo in the casu above given, there was only 
one impregnation, and that live years ago. 

Dr. K. added that what we see produced in the domestic animaU, \ii: a 
temporary function of the animal economy rendered permanent by an arti- 
ficial habit for many generations, we have, in the above case (and very likely 
Bnch are r>ot uncommon), produced euddenly and without any apparent cause. 
Whetbet it depend on the habit of kctaboo, for two years, having so modi- 
fied the lactiferous vessels that their secretion is permanently changed, whe- 
ther it arise from merely nervous causes, or be caused by any uterine sympa- 
thy (of which there is no evidence], it is difficult to say. 

The patient ia not of a nervous disposition; she is very remarkably fond of 
children, almost to extravagance; this may be one of many elements to be 
eonsidered in the explanation of the cose. 

Recent microscopical researches have shown that in all forma of true seore- 
Idon, the active agents arc edit, which have tho power of selecting from the 
blood the requisite materials; these cells, developed in the interior of the 
organ, become distended, burst or liijucfy. and yield their contents to the ex- 
cretory ducts. Id the mammary gland, according to Mr. Ooodsir, as in other 
glandular structures, the inner surface of the ultimate milk-follicles is covered 
by a layer of epithelium cells, the real agents in tho secreting process; as 
&st as one set of cells discharge their contents and die, there is a new produc- 
tion of secondary cells, from the germiual spots or nuclei at the estrcraity of 
the follicles. The principal characteristic constituent of milk is caiein, a 
highly nilmgenixftf principle, like albumen, of which it is a slightly altered 
form, and Dr. Golding Bird has recently obtained evidence that this alteration 
commences in the blood, and goes on during pregnancy, as a preparation fur 
lactation : the evidence is the presence of kycsteine (which is nearly related 
to caseine) in the urine during pregnancy, indicating the oonvcraion of albu- 
men into casein in the blood, and preveoting its accuwulutlon in this fluid, 
before it is seurel^d by the mamuise, by this curious substance in the urine. 
If these results arc true, it does not seem so very strange that tho secretion 
of the milk cells should be permanent, under favourable circumstances, which 
cftDOOt, at present, he specified, any more than that the secretion of urine ot 
of bile, once commenced, should be permanent. The secretion of milk, ab- 
normally continuous in the above cose, waj be only a transfer of the office of 
freeing the system from nitroijen, by the usual source, the kUlnri/t, to the un- 
usual one, the mammic, which remove it by rnmm inalcod of by urea, iroat 
idiosyncrasy, the former being permanently formed in tho blood of this 

The following remarks, relative to the above subject, occurred afi*;r its re- 
port: — 
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Dr. Chansino roenlioned two cases of prolonged lacUtiotj; in ibe Cret 
the milk continuad to bo seoreled for eiglit years; in the second, for four 
years; he remarked ttiat tlic spayed covr tvill secrete milk, contiDuiraBly for 
Beveml years. The cow. at length, grows very fat, nod the milk censea. 

Dr. Abbott asked if the urine of the afaovc patient wore dinjinished in 
quantity ? 

Br. Knf.eland was not aware of any diminntJoQ. 

Dr. CuALE deemed an analysis of the urine, in such a cose, desirable and 
important. 

Dr. Storer a^kcd if hydrocephalus is not often a concomitant of these eoetat 
In Dr, Kneeland's case, the child died of it. 

Dr. CSANNtNO said it did not exist in the two instanceH reported by hiu. 
He alluded to the belief (whether profigxiiinal or merely popuUir he was on- 
oertaiu) in England, that certain cerebral troullea arise from prolonged lacta- 
tion. 

Dr. CoALE mentioned an instance of a child bein^; nursed for three years; 
this OL-curred in his own practice; tbo child was healthy; he knew of another 
case where a ehild of five years was in the habit of nursing. 

[Dr. Cqanmno has since stated to the Secretary that one of tho cuea 
given, as above, by him (that of lactatjon being c-ontiuued for eight years} WU 
also mentioned at the lost annual meeting of the Medical Society of Rhode 
Island, at which he was present, with bis friend. Dr. A. h. Pcirson, of Saleni- 
It was stated during a discussion which arose after the delivery of the annul 
disconrsc, the subject of which was the re-etlahliehmeni of lac/alion afigr it* 
eaKliott for uwA* ami even monthi, in amseqmiic. of fthrih anti inflawmor 
fory </iseaKt of ihe pucrjtcral itale; each as puerperal peritonitis, nursing sore 
mouth, phlegmo^a alba dolens, &e. The discourse was eioeedJngly interest- 
ing, and tho discussion which followed presenlfld many important fiirls.} 

Srpteinher 22. — Piiracenlesia Thnradi in a eate of AcuU P/euriry. — Re- 
ported by Dr. Williams. — The patient, a married woman, ait. thirty-one, 
called on Dr. W. on '2Tth August, complaining of some difficulty in breathing 
cough, and pains in right side. Her appetite was good, the tongut! nearly 
clean, and the dyspnoea not greater than might accompany her situation, the 
being sis months advanced in pregnancy. Ordered rest, demulcent drinks, 
and sinapism to right side. On the 3d of September Dr. W. was sent fur ta 
see her, and found much dyspnsa^ inability to He on left aide, aud pain on 
making a full iuEpiration. J'utse 108; cough troublesome, l^itient had 
been unable to sleep the previous night, and cuuld not assume the horixonlal 
position on account of the increased dyspncea which results. 

Puerile respiration in left lung. Dulncss on percussion, with altsenoo of 
respiration and ajgnpbnny on right side, as high as an inch above the nipple. 
Tho level of dutncss changes with position of patient. In consultation with 
Dr. Bowdilch, the operation of pamoeutesis was decided on, oud, th« oliMl 
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hKTing been panctared by an exploring trtkcar, abonC an inch below the angle 
of theflcapula, twelve ounces of serum wore drawn out tbroiigh (he cannla, bj 
means of a stomacb-pump. Not a particle of air wua admitted, and it was 
not necessary to cover the slight punctured wound with any protecting plasttT. 
The dyspncea was relieved, and tho pulse increased in etrength inimediiilely 
after the operation. Instead of being threatened with suffocation if she took 
the recumbent position, she was able to lie even upon the bft side and cnjoj 
refreshing sleep. 

A blister was ordered to be applied to the affected aide. All the symptoms 
improved from the moment of tbc operation. A second effusion look pluee, 
but not sufficient to cause dyspnisa, and under the use of tlft iodide of potas- 
Biam, with counter-irritation to lite side, ahc rapidly rccovercJ ; and, on the 
20th September, seventeen days after the evacuation of scrum fi'om the pleural 
cavity, she was able to sit up all day, and attend to most of her household 

Sepleniber il2.~ Sequence or partial loncomilntu e of Typhoid and &iirlet 
Feixr ti/mptvma. — Dr. Cabot related the case of a young man of sixteen 
jears, who had been ill for four days with the usual symptoms (or certain of 
tbem) of typhoid fever; there had been epi°taxiB before Dr. C. saw the pa- 
tient, and it recurred several times afterwards. On the sixth day after the 
■ttack, the patient became covered with the eruption of scarlatina; there waa 
great debility; after the eruption disappeared, the typhoid symptoma con- 
tinned; rose-spotH were observed as the scarlet eruption left; there was des- 
quamation of the cuticle, as in scarlatina. During convalescence, the patient 
floramittcd an imprudence by eating largely of meat, cabbage, etc.; a ralapae 
occurred, from which he is now recovering. 

To questions from Drs. Bigelow and Bethune, as to the prewnce of delirium 
or meteorism, in the above Case, Dr. C. replied that there waa slight mental 
disturbance. 

Dr. Bigelow alluded to the following of one dineaee upon another, as scar- 
latina upon measles, and vice vend; they are never, properly speaking, eoex- 
itlaiL Erysipelas he hod known to follow scarlatina in one or two instances. 

The sequeite of scarlatina, it is well known, may simulate distinct diseases. 
Dr. B, remarked the occurrence of ii.-in afffctimit in close eonjunclion with 
narlatina. He particularly mentioned an eruption resembling rmctila. 

OeUihrr 13. — Irkthyont Cornea. — Dr. Dlrkee related a case of this rare 
cutaneous affection. The patient is a merchant, thirty-two years of age, and 
in perfect health. The malformation is congenital and inherittd from the 
father. The riglit side of the trunk and the corresponding limbs are impli- 
eated. The integument of the face, neck, palm of the hand, and sole of tbe 
foot, is not involved; nor has the disease (if it may be so termed), ever ap- 
peared, in the least degree, upon the left portion of the body or its correspond- 
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ing mombers. Tbc morbid growth is vao^t abundant nnd perfect in tbc axilla. 
Here it shows il^lf in the form of nuueroos well-defined gpinet, each abont 
the sae of a kernel of wheat; of a dark-brown colour, and lying flatwise upon 
the skin. When the arm is raised upward and outward, the spines or prickles 
project oat at nearly a right angle with the subjacent skin ; they are very ad- 
herent, and cannot be torn from their attachment without producing consider- 
able pain. These prolongations have been compared by some dermatologists 
to the short quills of the porcupine; and peraons troubled with them have 
been called poniqnne men. Around the elbow joint is a broad patch of eiroi- 
lar growth to that just mentioned, although the spines are shorter than those 
in the axillary space, on account of the conBtant friction to which they are 
exposed. The same is true in regard to various other spots. The appear- 
ance of some of thu patches is intermediate between ichthyosis nVn/>/r.c and 
ichthyosis Crimea, The dorsal Hurfaco of the thumb and fingers, with the ex- 
ception of the middle one, is thickly c<»vered with the exerescence, and the 
patient is obliged to cut it off as well as he can every five or six days with a 
pair of scissors. The spaces between the fingers are also the seat of this sin- 
gular annuyance. Some portions of integument upon which the abnormal 
development exists, arc much more affected than others. There are large 
patches which cnnsiat merely ia a slight thickening and induration of cuticle 
of a gray colour, and dotted over with small warty depoeiia, which are very 
hard and dry, and elevated slightly above the surrounding integument. 

The right side of the penis, including the glans and the cuticulur and mu- 
cous surfaces of the prepuce, is also covered with ihe abnormal pruJuct, so 
that tbc organ ia ulniDat as rough as a nutmeg grater, especially whca lu a 
state of erection, according to the patient's own account. The seasons of the 
year produce little or no change in the condition of the affected skin. It ia 
always in an unperspirablo state wherever the disease exists; but from the 
healthy portion of skin the patient thinks the amount of perspiration is above 
the usual standard, aa if the law of compensation was culled into action. 
Paticut was married three years ago. For the lost fifteen or eighteen months 
his wife hoe suffered exceedingly from va^nal inflammation, caused, without 
doubt, by the peculiar epidermic condition of the virile organ. The lady is 
confined to her chamber much of the time, and is wholly unconscious that 
her partner in life is, in any respect, different from other men. The pu^es 
have not indulged in sexual inlercourse for about a year. 

Dr. D. regretted that instead of exhibiting the pitient lo the Society, he 
most show some plates which were a transcript of those of Alikert, and which 
gave but a very imperfect representation of the case. 

It is said that this variety of ichthyosis was never known to appear on the 
skin of the ftmale. It is produced by hypertrophy of the papilla); and the 
only method of cure must be to destroy the papilbe. The patient is extremely 
anxious to have the integument of the penis freed permanently from its pre- 
ternatural covering, and is willing to submit to any experiments that bold out 



tlio aiiglileat promise of ul^niate success. Dr. D. had made some nnsuccesBfoI 
attenipta with diSerent caustics upoD siiia.lt patches on the arm. He vould 
miike still further triuls, and, if successful, would try aft«rwurds upon the 
peois, and report the result to the Society. 

Dr. Cabot suggested the use of arsenic as a local applicaijon in this case. 
The arseoiate of iron is often used, empirically, as a depilatory, and luight be 
effectual for the destruction of the hypertrophied papiilce, 

October 13. — Recurring Salivation. — Dr. StoRER, while going round his 
wards at the hospital, perceiving a strong viercurial odour, inquired who was 
salivated; he found that iin Irish woman, just entered, and never previously 
seen by him, was thus affected; she came into the hospital with phthisical 
eymptoms. Two years previously she had been salivated hy a (|uaclf, since 
which the affection returns upon her with every ailment, the teelli becoming 
loose, &c 

Dr. 8TR0Na menlioaed a similar case; the interval from the administra- 
tion of the medicine Laving been a longer one. 



Octeier 13. — Urine eonlaininff OH in large qaantily. — Dr. BoWTiiTCH 
■bowed the urine of a patient at the Marine Hospital, Chelsea; its colour was 
Uiat of a mixture of molasses and wat-er; oily particles were seen floating in 
it. The patient bod been suffering for months with an obscure abdominal 
disorder, although the diagnosis was never satisfactorily mode out, owing, 
perhaps, in part, to the great dullness of iutcllect of the patient. This 
existed in so marked a degree that the attending physician found it impos- 
sible to get any definite answers from him. One symptom of a curious 
nature was noticed — the urine so nearly resembled, in colour and quality, mo- 
lasses and water, that it was supposed the patient had miscd molasses with 
the excretion. This colour, however, was noticed daily, until death. Oil- 
globules of considerable size were Ukewi.-* found on the surface of the liquid 
Kfter it bad been standing. On post-mortem examination, carcinoma of the 
liver and of a large portion of the pancreas was discovered; the kidneys 
were entirely healthy; urine taken from the bkddcr at the autopsy did not 
appear unnatural, but the niioroseope showed it to be full of uil-globules. 

Dr. Uuwditch asked whether, as oil found in the feces is a sign of diseased 
pancreas, the same substance detected by the microscope in the urine may 
not become another means of recognizing this obscure disease '! Further ob- 
•ervationa, he remarked, were, of course, necessary. 

Dr. BoWDlTCU also reported the following case: — 

TmubUtome Prurigo /lAlinning BromJiiiU in the Pregnant Femafe. — A Be- 
Tere bronchitis, partially relieved by syrups, &c., seemed far more relieved by 
t pruriginoai eruption, which, however, proved very annoying. Having tried 
many remedies himself, and tboite suggested by medical gentlemen more 
learned in skin diseases, and being still unable to relieve the distressing itching, 
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Dr. B. directed hia ^tient to icrrUeli, ad fibitvm: Thia lost remedy was almoet 

entirely successful when used in coojuactioa with odc that hud been wbolly 
inefficocious previouely, yh: an nUcaline wash. The patient scratched, when- 
ever itching occurred, until the cuticle wns torn off in minute dots ; then Ihe 
wash was applied, which caused much smarting, with entire ccseatioQ of the 
itching. This patient's mother suffered in the same way during the last 
month of some of her pregnaneicB, and could not obtain relief until iifter eon- 



October 13. — Ohilera Maligna. — Dr. ClABK reported the following cases 
of cholera, as all which had come under hia personal notice during the past 
season. 

August 18. — Cask I. C. D., female, unmarried, forty-five years of age, 
had disturbance of bowels for some days; distinct symptoms of cholera for 
twenty-four hours before death. 

Aui/asi 23. — Cask II. H. B., shipping-master, fortj-eii years of age, 
married oiid temperate. A^r a very busy day, during which he drank lor^ 
quantities of water and molasses, and af^er a hearty supper of corned-beef, be 
was attacked at 1 A. M, with cnijn[is, a watery diarrhtea, and retching. The 
skin was blue, corrugated, cold, and wet, especially about the hands and feet. 
The urine was suppressed; no pulse at wrist. A stimulant emetic was pre- 
scribed, to be foUoned by enemata of warm water and salt, and the patient 
allowed to driak freely of soda-water and of rice-water well sidled ; dry warmth 
to the whole body, and frictions to the limbs. 

Tho next morning he was much relieved, and, in the coarse of two dftyi, 
quite recovered. 

S^temher 1% — C A SB III. Timothy Driseoll, thirty-eight years of age, 
labourer. Habits, uncertain; married. Was attacked, without any previooB 
ill-health, and died in forty-eight Lours, with all the syniptoma of cholera. 

Septemlier 24. — Case IV. Ellen DriaooU, thirty years of age, wife of 
above, same symptoms, and died night of 2(>tb. 

September 25. — CASE V. Edward Hunt, thirty-one years of age, labourer. 
Not in previous good health, but at his work uutil date. Died on the 28Hi, 
with characteristic symptoms. 

The last three cases occurred in subjects belonging to the lowest olasa of 
life, surrounded by local conditions of the moat favourable character for the 
development of disease of this nature; vh: crowded and badly- ventilated 
rooms, nndraiaed and filthy yards and ccUars. 

Scjilember 26. — Case VI. J. T., Jr., twenty-five years of age, carpenter. 
Temperate, Fatal in fifty hours from the apparent commencement of the 
attack. He lived in a very healthy part of the town, hut had been at work, 
fur some days, in a cellar in the neighbourhood where the last t-ase ori- 
ginated. 

October 11.— Cabe V II. Thomas Flynn, twenty-four years of age, U- 
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bcnirer. Temperate. Two &aj» ago, nss takeu with Tioletit crsmps while U 

'k in the bold of a gteumthip at Indiu nharr, in the afteruoon, after drink- 
ing eicessivelj of email beer and iced-water. At 10 P. M. be bad all the 
signa of cholera — vIk: loig of pnlso and voice; coldncBS and cormgation, 
and the leaden -coloured skin, Confesses to but two or three loose dejeutions 
during the dny or evening. With Dr. Grec-u's concurrence (whose patieat he 
was), hu was directed to have the saline mixture of Dr.- Stevens, in such 
dosus that he got about ten grains of the chlorate of potass every half hour 
DRtii reaction should bo established. lu addition, the usual external applica- 

At 8 A. M. he had partially recovered his pulse and warmth, and had also 
passed an ounce or two of urioc, the first for eighteen hours. 

The chlorate was Euspeodud until 3 P. JI., when, the patient becoming 
.■gain partially collapsed, it was resumed. 

' At 8 A. M. of the second day ho bud rallied effectuaily, and the saline 
nixtare was dJEcantinued, and the patient ordered a light tonic mixture. 

At 3 P. M. a plentiful lyi>kiix eruption had appeared upon the body and 
rlimba. Patient otherwise iu a fair way of recovery, having a good palse and 
-free secretion of orine. 

Dr. Clark noticed parUculurly, in alluding to the above cases, the noxious 
influence of filth allowed to remain near dwellings, and especially animadverted 
ivpon the state in which ifiiuufi vatilu are left. 

Dr. CoALE also testified to the malarious infiuencc of snob vaults. Ho had 

seen, on Saturday last, one of these, where, by the pressure of the soil around 

it, a mass of filth is pushed up and exposed ; a store is extended over this 

■ rault, and the consequent nuisance is very great. Dr. C. had likewise known 

a valuable well spoiled by the same means. 

Dr. Ci^RK reterred to one existing near a furuiice, built under a dweUing- 
bouse, which made itself rapidly evident on lighting a fire in the famace. 
' Dr. C. E. Ware had seen one case of unequivocal cholera in August; the 
' patient was from the south ; somewhat dcpreascd by trouble in his business ; 
t »ftcr a hearty dinner be was attacked bydiarrhtea; hia illness became choleraic, 
^ Bnd collapse, with suppression of urine, finally came on. Uc, however, rallied 
t <aad recovered. 



Oiiutxr \Zth.^-l'<iisoniii<j bi/ Laudanum — Tvbarm ax nn Eiwtii:—J}t. 
Strong related the cnsc of a female who took $j of laudanum with suicidu! 
intent. When Dr. S. saw her, she was pretty thoroughly narcotised ; she had 
already token grs. zx of ipccaeuanbu without effect ; the akin had asaunied a 
very dork hue ; she was nearly insensible to all impresdons. 

Dr. B. administered gre, Ix of sulphate of sine, iutbrcedoses; patieiit'ssen^of 
le was lost ; no emesis occurring from the linc, mustard was givcu with some 
d; the was now " walked about," which required great ctl'oi't on the part 
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of tbe ussisbiute, the muecnlar system being bo groallj relnxeil. Fioutly, iafu- 
sioii of tobacco, id large quantilieB, wbh given to ber in eolfee; powerful cntesis 
nnd gradual return of vitality resulted. 

Dr. S. had nevec seen a caec so tax gone recover ; he attribates sacoesa to 
the unremitting action kept up upon the stoinach. 

Dr. H. G. Clabk referred to the mode of evacuating the etomauh ia aocb 
coses recommended liy l)r. Epliraim Buck, of this city. A solution of some 
alkali is first introduced into the slomach, and this is followed by vioegsr; 
the cffervcsccDce ia so powerful that all the coutcnta of the viscus are dis- 
charged; and, if emetics have been taken inefieetually, they begin to act. 

[The Secretary remembers having adopted this method very successfully, 
eight years since, in the case of a young child seised with very violent 
and almost continuous convulsions, arising from the ingestion of very indigest- 
ible food in large quantity. The usual emetics, in greatly increaseil doses, 
having hod no effect, and it being impos^ble to excite vomi^ng by irritation 
of the fauces with a feather, which vraa tried ; and equally so to introduce di« 
finger, with a like inlent, by reason of its liability to injury from the convul- 
sive closure of the tcctb, &c. ; a solutjoa of the carbonate of soda was thrown 
into the stomach (the teeth being kept apart by the introduction of a bit of 
wood) by means of the stomach-pump, and this wus followed directly by newlj 
as much vinegar; the evacuation of the contents of the viscus was exoM^ 
ingly upceily and very conijilctc. No more convulsions were observed, norMf 
of the stupor previously noticed intervening between their ocoesBes.] 

October lSlh.—Slryi-httine aia Cumululivc n)iimi.~'Di. Stobeb ralaledA 
caec wherein ho bad given stryohnine to a paraplegic Lospilaj patient wbobv) 
been addicted to masturbatioQ. The medicine had appeared to him to wt 
suddenly and strongly by force of cumulative power. It was first givn oa 
the 7tb of September last, sis drops of a fluid preparation containing git< ^ 
to 5J of alcohol. The dose was increased very gradually, as follows : — 

Stplember ~lh. Gtt. vj. — 9lA, Gtt. viij, — Ul/i. Gtt. x.. 

l'2tk. Medidne omitted ; pain in forehead. 

22d. Medicine given in pills, gr. one-tweoly-fourth. — 25fA. Increase logr. 
one- twentieth. — 27(A. Gr. onc-aixleenth. — 2Slk Gr. onc-tweUUi. — Octtitr 
2i/. Gr. one-tenth. — ilh. Gr. one-eighth. — 7fA. Or. one-sixth. — 8ih. Gr. one- 
fourth. — 12(A. Gr. one-third. 

I30i. Very severe convulaiona occurred, lasting for ten minut«g. 

Ibtk. Patient can move the toes of left foot, the one affected, which Imstt 
been done since his entrance. 

Dr. Chanmno asked if one-third of a grain were not sufficient, o/AK${>4i 
act thus powerfully, without referring to its supposed cumulative powerF 

Dr. Stobeb said that one-fourth of a grain is often sufficient to cause e(|aally 
marked effuols, but it did not io the above cose, and gr. ss ia sometimes girea. 



\ 
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Br. SiuoNO had seen powerful oonviDdaoiiB Mow the tdministration of one- 
sixtieth of a grain. 

Dr. G. £. Wars had given gr. one^twelfth, for some dme, in a oertiun ease ; 
one day, after the usual dose, a very strong effect was produced upon the system. 
Dr. Ware found that a new supply of the medicine had been obtained, and 
thai the piils trere unegnaUtf made up. He thought the effect produced in 
Dr. Storer^s case more likely due to sudden, large increase, than to cumulative 
action. 

In reply to Dr. Ware, Dr. Stx>]UER, referring to the tabular account of the 
doses given, said he could not discover any " sudden, krge increase" of the 
medicine. 

Dr. Clark rdated the case of a patient eighty years of age, who, for a 
hemiplegio attsdc, with threatening of apopleiy, was treated by tincture of 
DUX vomica ; dose ten to fifteen drops. By mistake, $98 of the tincture was 
given; very violent convulsions followed, endangering life. Recovering from 
tiiese, however, the patient's limbs began to get better immediately; he is now 
nearly ninety, and quite well. 

October 27 tk.'^MemhranauM Crotq>, treated bjf the application of Nitrate 
of Silver to the Trachea, — ^Dr. J. B. Alley reported the case. — ^The patient 
was at first under the charge of Dr. SpooneE, of Hilton; subsequentiy. Dr. 
Holmes, of Milton, was caJled in, witii whom Dr. Alley saw it in consults* 
tion. The patient was a boy five years old ; always had been called a croupy 
child; mother's family much predisposed to croup; tonsils much enlarged. 
Child first seized on Saturday eve; sibilant rftles heard in chest; false mem* 
farane first observed in the throat on Sunday evening. 

Dr. Alley saw the patient fnr the first time after the attack, at half-past Urn 
on Monday morning. It was then lying in the nurse's arms, the head thrown 
back, nostrils much dilated, countenance anxious, breathing very laborious, 
accompanied widi a crowing sound; pulse 140. With the oonsent of the at- 
tending physicians. Dr. A. applied a solution of nitrate of silver, 3J ^ Sj o^ 
water, by means of a sponge £Mtened on the end of a piece of whalebone, 
passed into the larynx and trachea. On the withdrawal of the spcmge, there 
appeared, adhering to it, shreds of false membrane, and, a moment after, the 
child threw up a quantity of mucus and phlegm, in which could be distinctly 
seen the shreds of membrane. For two or three hours the child's breath- 
ing seemed to be much r^ved, and it coughed loosely. In the course of four 
hours, the breathing becoming more lalxurious, and the crowing sound, which 
had in a measure disappeared, returned. Beappliod the nitrate of silver, with 
similar result, but yet the disease seemed to be beyond the reach of the applica- 
tion. At eight P. M.y the child vomited what appeared to be false membrane. 
From eleven to one, the child had a severe paroxysm oi dyspoeea, correspond- 
ing to a similar one on the preceding night; applied the solution, but with 
some difficulty, as the child was uneasy and resUess. Towards morning, the 
15 
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child's strength began to ftul, the breathing became more and more laborious, 
the couDtcaance more anxious, and the features Gwollen and darkened; pulae 
frequent, and reepimtion sixty in a minute. Coldness of extremities. 8tirau- 
Innls were resorted to, but without much effect, and the little snfferer was 
relieved by death at a quarter past four P. M. Tuesday, sixty-sis hours from the 
commencement of the disease. 

The early treatment of the case was homteopathic. Sunday e?e, Dr. Holmes 
was called in, and recommended the usual esternal applications, and the air 
of the room was moistened by the OTolution of steam. Dover's powder was 
given. No means, however, were used which tended to greatly reduce the 
system, nor wiis the child one who could hare borne active treatmenL The 
application of the oitrate of silver was followed by decided relief of the 
dyspncea, and the air entered more freely, for the venous circulation appeared 
less marked, and the cough became looser. The disease appeared to the phy- 
c below, and then to ascend, because there were sibilant and 
chest, and the membrane appeared above, after the child 
had heen seized with the first sympwms of croup. It scented to Dr. A. thft^ if 
the meiubrane had not extended so deeply into the bronchia (as appeared at the 
pottmorleni examination), tie chance of saving the child's life would have 
been much increased, and that in an ordinary case of membranous croup, com- 
mencing in the pharynx and going downwards, a great reliance may be placed 
upon the application of the nitrate of silver, Exiimination twenty hours 
after death. Child, throe feet four inches in height, chest full, no emaciation. 
Making an incision, and lifting up tbe sternum, the lungs appeared in perfectly 
healthy gtal*, Removed the trachea by au incision above the epiglottis, in- 
flated the lungs; every lobe GUed out except the upper lobe of tbe left luDg. 
Hade an incision whole length of trachea to bifurcation, found shreds of false 
membrane along coarse of trachea, and the bronchial entrance to upper left 
lobe closed with false membrane. The track of the sponge was distinctly 
veen along the surface of the trachea, and the membrane bad been dislodged 
in many places. Opening the cescpbagUB, no trace of tbe solution appeared 
npOQ the surface of its mucous membrane or upon the stotnacb. All the 
Other organs were healthy. 

October iltk — Winintl of the Ah^ometi, fatal in ticen(i/-tico lioim. — Dr. 
' fl. D. T0WN8END related the pott-moTtem. appearances observed in a man who 
l^d at tbe Massachusetts General Hospital from a stab given by a ciasp-knile 
\ m the bands of a man with wbora be was in company. 

A wound one inch and three-quarters long existed about two inches abore 
|l mterior superior spinous process of left ilium ; it extended backward towank 
F (he crista ilii, was a clean cut, and bad been closed by three sutures before 
I fhe patient was brought to the hospital. 

On opening the peritoneal cavity, offensive gas in considerable qoautity 
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cnpcd; the intestines floated in q dark rcddish-browD fluid, whicb conUincd 
iocnlcnt matter. IlcceDt unorganized bands of lympb between tbo coils of 
intestitiea. PalcbcB of lympb and adhesion of tLe peritoneal surfaces irere 
obaerred. Smalt inCestinea considerably inflamed. 

Upon turning down tbe parietefi of the abdomen, an internal wound was 
discovered, nearer to tbe median line of tbe bodj tban tbe external, witb 
which it communicatc<I ; its loirer angle opposilo to tho ir/ifwr angle of tbo 
outer wound. The internal wound was about two inches in length, and 
through it, a band of omentum, three inches long, was drawn, strangulated 
sod highly inflamed. Considerable force was required to cstticate this Btran- 
gulated band from the wound. 

Esleosive ccchymosis around the wound. About four feet from the pjlonis, 
k clean cut into the jejunum was found, an inch in length, and opposite, near 
the mesentery, a second, half an inch long. 

Thestomachsoniewhut inflamed, and partially Glled by a tbicJc, dark-coloured 
fluid, like that obsen-ed in tbe smuU intestiucs, and also similar to the matters 
vomited just before death. 

One pint and a half of fluid were contained in the cavity of the abdomen, 
made up, apparently, of blood, pus, and feces. 

October 27. — KoMxito as a Remeiiy fir Bothrincephdui Latui. — Dr. Abbot 
mentioned tlie use of this article, successfully, in two instances, the larger part 
of the parasite being apparently brought away in each case; the head, how- 
ever, had not been seen. 

Dr. DuRKEB referred to four cases wherein kousso bad been used ; two 
■nccessful, tvro not so. 

Dr. Clabk spoke of Mr. Teschemacbcr's account of success against the tape- 
worm by the use of pumpkin seeds. 

Dr. Jacksos had known pumpkin-seeds very effectual in one instance. 

October 27. — Bemorrhage from ihe Bowdi in Ti/phoid Feoer; iti fre- 
gutiuy, treatment, &•;. — Dr. Storer asked what is the frequency of hemor- 
rhage from the bowels in typhoid fever? He could recall but three caees of 
any severity as having occurred in bis practice. In two of these, the patients 
icwjvered, although in one of them tbe bleeding was profuse, and the patient 
was exceedingly reduced by it. 

Dr. S. had seen to-day a death from this cause. A man, aged about thirty, 
daring convalescence from typhoid fever, had a relapse in the third week. 
This morning, the patient suddenly bad two very large evacuations of blood, 
eetinatcd at from three to four pints. Dr. S. was called, and found bim much 
prostrated; coid, and almost pulseless. Stimulants and astri agents were ad- 
ministered without eflfect, and, upoo the recurrence of the hemorrhage, more 
profusely than before, he expired, about three hours after the first bleeding. 
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Dr. CoALE Mid he could not Bpe»k as to tlie frequeniy of ttU accident; 
be referred to a case occarring in bis praclioo in April last, ia & person con- 
valesuent tram typhoid fever; pure, liquid, venouH blood was first pa«sej, and 
then cougula came awajr; after being arrested, the flow returned and proved 
fatal in forty-four hours from the first attack. 

Dr. HoMANS, in 1822, had scvcnty-two cases of typhoid fever, among 
which were onl; two of bleeding from the bowels; one of these latter was 
fatal; in 1S40, out of thirty cases, there were three with this hemorrhage; 
none fatal. The blood was always coagulated; the firti bleeding invariably 
the most profuse. Dr. II. never saw it recur more than three times in any 
one patient, and remembers hut one fatal case. He does not now attempt to 
arrest the bleeding; astringents do more harm than good; he con^ders the 
hemorrhage an eSfurt of nature. 

Dr, BiGELOW, Sen., had always considered this bleeding a very grave symp- 
tom; if the hemorrhagic diathesis be very marked, tbcro is rapid sinking. 
Dr. B. bos seen hemorrhage from the nose, lungs, urethra, and bowels in the 
same patient within twenty-four hours. A dose of castor oil will oflen arrest 
the latter; moderate astringents and injection of cold water are sometimes 
rc<]uired afterwards. 

The discharge is analogous to the diarrhtna of typhoid fever, and is t« be 
contiv/leJ, not suddenly checked. 

Dr. J. fi. S. Jackbon said bis experience accorded with that of Dr. Bige- 
low. Even when the bleeding is quite profuse, it is rarely fatal ; marked relief 
is sometimes observed from it. On jiosf-morlem cxumination of thc»e cases, 
Dr. J. bos not found Peyer's patches ulcerated; in one instance only docs he 
remember such lesion; in that case, a coogulum was observed hanging off 
from the face of an ulcer near the csccura. The intestine is often found 
stained, and sometimes a congested state of the vessels is remarked, bat no 
ccchymosis. 

Dr. J. testified to the strikingly good effect of eaOor oil in one of Dr. Bige- 
low's hospital patients, 

In answer to Dr. Bigelow, Dr. Storek asked if the appearance of the blood, 
and the greater or less prostration of the patient, would not make a difference 
as to the administration of the oil 7 and whether, although he might be dis- 
posed to give it, if coagula were passed, particularly if they hod tbe appear- 
ance of having been formed for some time, be would pursue this course If 
liquid blood should be found freely flowing, and the patient rapidly sinking!' 

Dr. BlOELOw replied that, in eases of extreme prostration, the physician 
should pause and weigh the case well before acting; even in such inetanoee, 
he thought the removal- of any offending matters would bo well, perhaps 
combining an astringent with the oil, ta fullnwiiig the latter by one. 

Dr. B. said that the blood, in many of these cases, may be furnished by 
oAalatitm, without positive /ai'oa of the intestinal surface? Dr. Jackaoa 
said he had always supposed this to be the case. 
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rNocembtr Vilh. — Dr. Bioei/>w, Sen., roferriog lo tbe discuseioti, in regard 
to hemorrhage /mm the boiecU in Iffplwid /erer, nbicb occurred at the last 
meeting, said ho bus now in the hospital a femule puticDt trho entered Nc- 
rember Ist, was attacked fourteen daja previously, and baa hod most of the 
grave symptoms usually observed in typhoid fever. On the fourth day after 
ber entrance, she luet Oaa of blood from the bowel«. 

Dr. B. ordered 5>j of castor oil, a. small dose only, eho having BOinc diar- 
rhosa ; two grains of the acetate of lead to bo also taken after each subsequent 
BaDguineous discharge. Next day, it was ascertained that there bad been Jire 
discharges of blood, not, honcver, so large as the first; and tbst the oil had 
not operated. B. Olei ricini ^vj, to be followed by sulphuric acid. A fecal 
discharge, containing some blood, was procured by tbe oil, and, subsequently, 
(here were several fecal di^harges; the next day & natural discharge took 
place, and do hemorrhage afterwards. 

In this case, observed Dr. B,, the acetate of lead did not arrest the bleeding; 
tbe oil, in operative dose, seemed effectual. The case is progressing, with de- 
liriuui, qnick puUe, reBt!e8aneEi<, &c. ; and this day profuse menorrbagia boa 
supervened. The blood passed from the bowels was nut coaguluble. The pass- 
age of defibrinated blood is an indication of greater gravity of the disease. 
Be remarked that French writers report a mortality of more than ha// of 
tbesc cases of intestinal hemorrhage in typhoid fever. 

Dr. Storee said that it would be remembered that in Dr. Homaus' ca^cs 
there were, invariably, coaijula. 

Dr. BiQELOW reiterated his opinion, given at the last meeting, in reference 
to the treiiimetU of this accident, by operative doses of castor oil. In a con- 
aderable number of cases, he had found the hemorrhage to cease on the pass- 
age of tbe oil. Without such evacuation, large doses of astringents were ofl«n 
ineffectual. 

[Orisolle notices intestinal hemorrhage in typhoid fever as a grave symp- 
tom; it nearly always increases the patient's feebleness, however small it 
may be ; is very frequent in the adult, quite rare in youth ; sometimes arising 
from erosion of a bloodvessel, it most often is passive, and occurs by exhala- 
tion; oocasionally, it is very profuse. This author advises the suspensioa of 
purgatives; iced lemonade; cold applications to the abdomen, and cool injec- 
tions ; if the bleeding be persistent, astringents, especially rhalaiii/ by (he 
mouth, and also thrown up the rectum — Pulh. Intern, vol. i. pp. 42, 57.] 

June 23. — Cote o/ Ununial DUlocathn o/ the II>p-Joint*—T)r. J. M. 
Warren related the case of a young man, about twenty years of age, who 
bad a bundle of hay to fall on him from h loft, striking him on tbe outaide 

Te[)ortoi] out o( ilnie, linTing been inlended Tot lbs 
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nf tbe tliigh, so fur as 1iq could describe !t, and forcing him to l!ie groand. 
Oq being taken up, it was diHwvcrcd that the right hip-joint was dislocated. 
Dr. W. waa rcquesled to see him by his phjsician, Dr. J. F. W. Lauo. The 
piitiunt waa Ij'ing on his biick, the thigU sticking out luterally from the truuk, 
and forming a right angle with it. At the spot usuallj occupied b^ the tro- 
chanter, a deep hollow existed. The head of the bone could be felt on the 
OBcending branch of the ischium, and might at first easiSj be mistaken for the 
tuber ischii. The patient would not allow any examination to be tnade until 
he had been placed under the influence of ether. 

The pullers being adjusted, on the first effort at traction, the head of the 
bone slipped around the socket, and produced the appearance of a dislocation 
into the ischiatio notch. The foroe of the pulleys was now increased, and the 
head of the bone was quickly brought over, and went into its place with a 
distinot report. On the extension power being removed, the limb was found 
to have recovered its proper length und motions. Dr. W. said he hod seen a 
somewhat similar case a few years since, — A gentleman, GO years of age, fell 
from the third story of his store, alighting on his knees among some holes of 
goods. The efi^eot was to produce n displacement of the right thigh, attended 
by phenomena like those observed in the above instance. The patient was 
etherized, and the limb replaced by manual force without the aid of pulleys, 
the BjBtem being depressed at the time from the effect of the accident. 

Airguit 11. — Dr. J. M. Warben reported the following case of Cncomm/M 
T'imoar of the Moms VmtrU, und showed the specimen -. — The Bubject of this 
was a patient of Dr. Alexander, of South Boaton, forty-two years of ago. The 
tumour commenced some years since, and was perceived, just after her confine- 
ment, in the left groin. It graduully made its way into the labium of that 
side, and, as it enlarged, involved the mons veneris, dragging it down, together 
with tho integuments of the nbdoincn, and finally formed a large pendulous 
tumour, hanging between the limbs, covering the external organs of genera* 
tion, and causing much pain and inconvenience to the patient. 

On removal, the tumour was found to be fibro-cellular, uf very firm con- 
sistence, the cellular tissue surrouniling it and entering into its cumpusilion, 
being infiltrated with serum. The weight of it was two pounds and two 



Oct. 21.~Afffction of Peyer'i Glundt in Aatle Infantile Dlxata. — Dr. 
Jackson reported the cose of a child, two years old, who died in ahout twelve 
hours, having been convulsed moat of the time, and insensible during the 
intervals ; it could not be made to -vomit, and had no dejection, though active 
cDcmata were used. The child was previously healthy, and no cause could 
bo assigned for the attack. Peyer's glands were considerobly developed, 
somewhat softened, and many of them were dotted over with deep-red pointa, 
us from minute ecchymosis, the intervening surface of tho patch being not at 
all reddened. The solitary glands were also developed throughout the small 
intestines, and towards the lower portion some of them were eccbymoBeJ like 
the Peyer's Besides this affection of the glands, there was found extensive 
cadaTcrie softening of the stomach, so often observed in cerebral cases; with an 
extension to the (esophagus, and perforation into the left pleural cavity. The 
head and all the organs of the thorax and abdomen were carefully examined, 
the alimentary canal being opened throughout; but nothing else was found 
exoept a simple volvulus, this being aiso not unusual in the cerebral aSec- 
tions of children. The intesline was shown. 
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In connectjoii vritb this case, Dr. J. referred to anolber vhich lie had re- 
ported to the Sociei; in October. The cbild was three yean old ; it had at six 
A- M. an active cuuvulBioD, and at noon a secoDd, followed by atupor, with 
twitching of the limbs for three or foar hours. Id the evcoing, there was 
beat of skin, with excitement of the mind, and twitching aa before, and at 
tea P. M. it died. It had been previouely healthy, and no cause whatever 
was koonrn for the attack. Feyer's glands were very much thickened and 
irregular upon the surface, but not at all softened nor reddened. The solitary 
elands also were quite numerous and much developed in the small iatestine, 
DOt far less so in the large. As in the Srst case, each of the three cavities 
was thoroughly examined, but uothing else was found. 

Dr. J. remarked that for many years pact he had been in the habit of 
observing an affection of the intestinal follicles in the convulsions, exanthe- 
niaCa, croup, and pneumonia of inhnts and young children ; four cases 
having been met with during the last eight weeks, exclusive of the two above 
detailed. The fact is alluded to in the printed Catalogue of the Society's 
Cabinet, and, from the frequency of its occurrence, must be sufficiently well 
known ; yet he had never seen it noticed by any writer until recently, when 
he met with it in Rokitausky's Ptith. Anat. (Sydenham Soo.'sed. vol. ii. p. 89), 
from which he read an extract. This author speaks of the "swelling" of the 
follicles, the character of the deposits, the formation, though rarely, of an 
nicer, &o. ; but he says nothing of redness. Dr. J., on the other bond, has 
found redness of Peyer's glands as the principal characteristic of the change 
in question, though often hut faintly marked; swelling, in many cases, hod 
scarcely existed, if at all; and of ulceration he had never seen the slightest 
trace. The rednoss was diffused over the greater part or whole of several 
of the patches ; tbe case above reported being the first in which he remembere 
any appearance of ecchymosis. Simple swelling, Dr. J. has met with under 
•uch circumstances that be has heretofore been disposed to regard it as being 
hardly an abnormal condition, and oa only au accidental circumstance, when 
observed in infantile disease. In the second of the above cerebral cases, bow- 
ever, it existed without redness. The pathological value of the redness of 
Peyer's glands, moreover, Dr. J. is inclined to question, having found it 
several times in persons dying suddenly, whether from accident or disease, 
but in whom the process of digestion was going on, redness of the mucous 
membrane of the stomach being sometimes found at the same time. 

Nov. 10. — Andit/lotit of Ike Left Thumb. — Dr. BowoiTcn introduced & 
miner from California, the lust joint of whose left thumb ia lirnily anchjlosed. 
The whole thumb is much emuller than the other, many splinters of bone 
having come away. The affection came on while the patient was washing for 
geld. He states that many miners are simikrly affected ; some get the dio- 
case in the spine and become lame, bo oa to require orutchcs. 

Noo. lO.—Ebumolhn of (fie OaTlilwjiiwu* Sui/aeet nf the Knee-joint. 
• — Dr. n. J. Bia^Low showed the specimen, taken from a negro man who 
hud been run over by railway cars. One leg was crushed; from the other, 
the foot was out off clean, as if chopped off. The patient, eighty-four years 
old, suffered amputation in both limbs; in one above, iu the other below the 
knee. Death ensued in two days. One knee-joint showed a grooved ivory 
texture upon its surface. 

Dr. 6. remarked that this disease has lately been described by Dcville, of 
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PariB, unjer the title of artkriu chroin'qiie sJcfte, lat, the cartilage is modi- 
Jia/ tQ its atructure, assuming a vdcetif appearance; 2dlj, foreign bodiea are 
observed in the joints; Sdly.defonnitieH occur about the joints; in the thigh, 
the bone often tinh so much at its head thut the limb becomes greatly aAoW- 
ened; 4thly, eburnation [^uniialion of Guerin] of the tissues, as in the 
present case ; all which appearances, before recognized, have been, by the 
above writer, traced to a common eause, sufficiently indicated by the name 
assigned to it, viz., " dry chronic arthtitia." 

Noiamler 10. — External tie of CUoro/onn. — Dr. Cbannino read the 
foIUjwing paper on this subject: " I have made some trials of the external 
application of chloroform. It has often been entirely successful in the pm- 
sent relief of pain. In some, the relief has been permanent. This use of the 
remedy of pain is not new. It has been said that a free application of chlo- 
roform to a part on which a surgical operation is to be done, will render such 
part insensible to the violence done it. Thus, immersing a finger in chloro- 
form will prevent the Buffering which accompanies the deep cnts which some 
of the diseases of this member require, and which are described as exquiutely 
acute. These BtAtcmenta rest on good authority. In such use of chloroform 
oonsciousnesa remains unimpaired, the brain not being at all alTecled by it. 

llaving frequently applied chloroform exlcmally for the relief of pun, in 
many and various cases, and often with speedy, and generally with oonlinued 
relief, I propose to present some of them to the Society : — 

Case I. 1848. Mrs. , about 30, has children. For some yeara has 

had symptoms of uterine disturbance. Among these, have been aufiering on 
intercourse, Icucorrhtan, tumoral pattis in and about the pelvis, always in- 
creased by walking, and which, except pain in the spine, are relieved by lying 
down. For the uterine conditions the usual means were faithfully employed, 
and her complaints there were entirely and permanently removed. The dorsal 
trouble, however, was as great as ever. 

For this I recommended the external application of chloroform orer the 
whole course of the spine which was involved in the disease. The effect was 
immediate and complete. I saw this patient, a few days since, Nov. 1851, 
and found her well in regard to the back, and apenking of herself as very well 
in all respects. 

In this case, the pain in the spins waa doubtless the result of the reflei 
function, the womb being the original seat of the malady. But wbcu the 
utenno affection was relieved, the sympathetic dorsal difficulty remained, and 
only yielded to the use of chloroforiD. The quantity used was an ounce. 

Case II. Mr. , aged 2i. A very feeble man in appearance; very 

thin in flesh ; pale ; and an almost constant sufferer from headache. Thii 
pain occupied but a small part of the head arc, and most frequently the right 
temporal region. It was accompanied by constant nausea, frequent vomiting, 
great prostration of strength, and demanding for Its present relief firm pressure 
over the part affected. 

The last attack, which happened a few weeks since, I applied chloroform (« 
the seat of pain. A few drops were applied by meuna of a handkerchief The 
immediate effect was redness of the ^in and a tingling senaation in the apot. 
The pain was at once relieved. He raised his head from a friend's shoulder, 
opened his eyes, looked round, and expressed his utter surprise and deep plea- 
sure at tbe entire relief which had fuiiowed the use of such apparently simple 
means. He called on me the next morning, and reported himself perfectly 
well. I have not been called to him since. 
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The relief to this was saiiJen io its oecurrenco, as it had been in others. It 
has not been less permanent on that account, or in sneh cases. It has actcU 
at once to remove pain, and with a rapidity which distinguii^hes the relief 
entirely from that which follows etherization by inhalation. The brain does 
not seem to have anything to do with the muttt'r. lyieal pain ia abolished, 
and at once; and the nerves bavo no story of suifisHng to t«ll to the brain. 
The sentinel is at his post, bnt faia function is not needed. The part docs not 
loRs its natural sensibility at all. On the contrary, it feels the linglini^, the 
irritation of the chloroform, just as distinctly as at Grst. Nothing has been 
lost of natural power and healthful function. All that has happened is this: 
the pain has ceased, and the patient is well. 

Case I!I. 1851. Mrs. ,Bged36. Has long suffered from ntcrinedis- 

tarbunce. The most exhausting and annoying symptom whs Icucorrhtea. This 
was a perpetual drain, and made her exceedingly uncomfortable. I was occo- 
Bionolly consulted in this case; bnt, as her general health continued tolerably 
firm, no systcmatio attempt at recovery was thought necessary by the patjent. 
She became pregnant, and supposed herself between two and three montlis 
advanced in tbut state, when bemorrhugc and severe uterine pain occurred, 
on account of which I was desired to see her. She hod lost a great deal of 
blood before I saw her. I found her perfectly blanched — lips and whole 
&cc; akin oold; bands bloodless; fiunt; almost pnlseless. Various means 
were used, and the hemorrhage was stopped. I considered her case, however, 
to pressing, that I passed the whole day in the house. She nijw begun to 
complain of puin in the back. This had exacerbations in tlic night, beeoming 
loo severe to allow of sleep, and continuing three or four hours without mill' 
gatiou. For this I recommended chloroform, which was applied by means of 
t handkerchief, and with excellent resultu. After three applications, on as 
many days or nights, the pain ceased, and has not now, at the end of somo 
veeks, returned. 

Case IV. BIrs , about 40, Last child, thirteen years old. I was 

called in consultation in this case, because of vomiting, attending pregnancy, 
of about three months' standing. The vomiting ceased under treatment, and 
food was taken in sufficient c|uautitieH, and was well borne by tbc eLomaeh. A 
comatose state supervened, which increased, with entire abolition of mind, and 
death was its consequence. The teruiimi tion of oases of fatal vomiting by 
coma baa occurred in many instances wbieb have come under my notice or 
knowledge. I do not, however, recollect a case in which apparent recovery 
bos been followed by coma ending in death. 

This case is reported here, because of the uxe of chloroform for one of its 
pymptoms. This was pain in tho back, in the course of the spine. It was 
very severe, taking the lead, in distress, of all tbe rest. For this pain I pre- 
scribed an ointment, if so liquid a substance as was produced by the union of 
lard and chloroform deserves the name. It was applied twice or thrice a day, 
and with most excellent effects, the pain entirely disappearing. It was used in 
the same way in the first of these cases. 

Casb V. Mrs. . Has bad four premature labours; the first at about 

five months, the fourth at about tbo eighth. They were all still-born, or neither 
of them lived over an hour or two. The fifth pregnancy was terminated at the 
fiill time by the birth of a living, healthful male child, on tbo ITth October, 
1H5I. I visited her for the usual time after delivery, and left her in rapid 
progress towards perfect recovery. I was called to see her on tbe 27th Oct., 
and found her apparently very ill. Pulse rapid; skin hot; face fiushedj much 
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p!tin in head and in both breasts, making all attempts at nnrung absolatcl; 
agoDising. A tbick eruption had appeared over the ithole chest. Upon ex- 
amination, the breasts were found exquisitely sensitive, not bearing pressure at 
nil. Sufficient pressure, however, was made Co enable mc Co ascerta^in that there 
was no nnusnal hardness, or, in short, anjr other sign of disease in cither organ. 
The pain was confined to the skin, and seemed to invole its whole tissue- The 
eruption proved to be a very full crop of sudaniina of unusual sixe, resembling 
(•xacdy an exaggerated foro) of the same kind of eruption in typhoid fever. 
Various means had been used before my visit, but without any good effect. 

J recommended chloroform, and with the best efii.'cts. I regret I had not 
used it in combiaution with lard or rose ointment, both of which I have used, 
and for the tea^n that it may in this way be more extensively applied, with 
more continuous benefit, and with less of the unpleasant tingling which to 
generally aoeompaniefl the uncombined substance. 

On wbst did this aching pain depend? It resembled that which at liniea 
makes Mnglei so very distressing. Was it owing to the eruption? I have 
never knowu tlie skin in sudaniina to be complained of as the seat of pain, 
and I have eEamined it wlien covered by this eniption afCer a manner to have 

produced pain had morbid sensibility existed. In Mrs. 's cjise, the pun 

was persistent, being much aggravated by handling, though never so gently. 
Tbe puin in this case subsided, under the use of chloroform, long before the 
eruption disappeared. 

Case VI. Mrs, , aged 25, married very young, and had a premature 

lubonr within a year or two afterwards. I was desired to see bor, Uclober, 
1851, on account of an cnlargcmunL of the abdomen, on the left side, snil for 
various signs of ill bealtli. The tumour was found to bo an excessively enlarged 
spleen. It filled the left hypochondrium, extending forward to the epiga»- 
trium, and downward to Poupart's ligament. Its anterior boundury was tbe 
lincaaiba. From this pgint or line it cztcuded laterally and backwiiird, filling 
accurately one whole aide of the abdomen. She has been always regular iu 
regard to the catamenial function, with the exception of the lust two periods. 
Nuuscs, vomiting, and other unusual and disagreeable feelings have led to a 
suspicion that pregnancy may exist. She has ructnily taken a fatiguing jour- 
ney of three days, and has suffered much since. The pain has been most 
troublesome in the bead, and in the seat of the tumour. Diarrhcea and flatu- 
lence, with general anasarca, involving the face and bead, are also prcseot 
Chloroform to the forehead and to the scat of the tumour has given her 
inuch comfort, more than bas been derived from any nihor means used. 

Case VII. Mrs. was delivered of her second child, a daughter, 

December 2Sth, 1850. Since that event she bos been liable to diairhtea, 
which, however, bas not impaired her general health. Sbo bas long been 
annoyed by a spasmodic catching of bor breath, almost resembling hiccup, but 
producing more general agitation of the body than does that. After her last 
confinemont, this aRection was for some time unusually troublesome. 

I was called to sec Mrs, , October 6th, 1851, and found her apparently 

very ill. She was hot; feverish; pulse rapid; severe pain in bead, which it 
was attempted to relieve by bandage, and different washes; vomiting Urge 
<]aantitics of watery fluid, colourless, having floating in it masses of a dense, 
white substance, resembling coagulated milk. No milk has been taken for 
some time. Copious diarrhcea, with very severe, intermitting pain around the 
umbilicus. No sleep at night, and for a week or more has suffered many of 
present symptoniB. Meana were used to check voraicing and diarrhcea, but 
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vithont anjoscfal result, and I dctenntDed to trj chloroform exteniallj. Ita 
effects nere most grateful. Tlie head, aloDiach, and bowels tieciiine easy. 
They wore, in short, relieved of all their trouble. This was in the evening. 

At my momioe Tisit, I found Mrs. np and dressed, nursing her chilo; 

and, except wcuknoss frrnn ho much suffering, and forced total abstinence, in 
her usual health. I forgot to mention above, that, during this very severe 
attack, the cal«hing respiration revived, as it does, I was informed, when- 
ever she is Bt ull indi.'jpi^ed, and continued till she recovered. 

Case VIII. Mr. , of strongly- marked nervous temperament; very 

{mprtuib/n; sd excellent mesmeric subject. I was called to this gentleman 
on account of violent pain in the head, and to which he was very liable. I 
found him in bed. He could nut sit up at all, and any noise in the room, or 
house, or jarring of the furniture, increased the pain to agony. Pressore to the 
head gave some n^lief. While I was examining his case, he said he could bear 
his sufferings no longer; that bemust getup,and walk round the room; do any- 
thing which might afford some relief. He was hot; skin dry; pnlac rapid. I 
Bent for leeches; but before they could be got, and because of the increased 
suffering, T made a tree application of snlphurio ether to the forehead. The 
relief from ita use was aoon apparent. It was strongly expressed, until, worn 
oat by bis long agony and alaeplessnesa — and now relieved — he fell asleep; 
and, ofter long and perfectly quiet rest, awoke without puin, aud next day 
went to his business. 

The relief here was quite as striking as from chloroform A good deal of 
ether was used, indeed, and the patient may have fuuud some of the relief he 
experienced in the unavoidable inhaktion of the ether vapour. This was uot 
at all the cose in the instances in which chloroform was applied. The quantity 
was very small, hardly damping the handkerchief bo jond the limits of a twenty- 
fire cent piece, and with the wet surface close to the skin, and oflon under the 
bed and other clothes. This case is reported, not on its own account only, 
but also to allude to another mode of employing local etheriiation. A profefr- 
rional friend of the highest reputation amongst us, and very cautious in form- 
ing opinions concerning the direct effects of remedies, once told the writer that 
ho had been much gratilied with the agency of sulphuric ether in procuring 
sleep in oases in which he was desirous to avoid the employment of opiates. 
His method was gently to have the forehead and face wiped with a cloth 
damped with sulphuric ether, and very otWn most grateful sleep followed this 

Case IX. Wts. , aged 19, in seventh month of pregnancy. Of ex- 
cellent health before marriage, she has suffered, in an unusually severe form, 
the signs and diseases of pregnancy. Vomiting occurred very early, and such 
was its excess that it seemed impossible that she could live through its ordi- 
nary continuance. To this succeeded ptyalism, which has been quite as 
uninterrupted and severe as was the vomiting. She is constantly in bed, 
having no power to sit up. Violent headache; pun in abdomen; in back; 
in short, pain occurring in all possible localities, has made her life, for months, 
wretched. Ravine tried the ontinary means of diminishing these troubles, I 
have at length applied chloroform. The puu lo the bead has entirely ceased 
since she began this course. All other means are omitted. I'ains elsewhere 
are sensibly diminished. She has no nausea, no vomiting, and the ptyalism 
is less. She bears milk, in small quantities, quite well on her stomach. Aa 
the pain in the back and abdomen contiuues to recur when the effects of th« 
chlorofurm have paoed away, I have to-day, November 10, 1^51, directed 
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ointment of cblorororm, two draohma to no ounce of lard, to be npplicU to the 
spine and to tlie epigastric region. 

Case X. This case occurred in the person of the writer. The disease 
was toothache. It wua in one of its KcvcresC forma; bod continued man; 
hours; extended to the temple and lower jun, and made the leAst sppliuaiion 
to it, a touch merely, exquisitely painfuL Chloroform on a bandkcrchief was 
applied to the third branch of tba fifth pair, where it passes out upon the fiice, 
and to its ramifications, and especially to that part of the check which was 
over the diseased tooth. The usual sense of tingling and burning wits expe- 
rienced, and the skin becaiuo slightly red. After a few minuLes, a most 
grateful sense of relief was cxperitiiced. The pain disappeared as entirely as 
it does after an aching tooth has been drawn. No tenderness remained. The 
tongue or finger could he freely pressed against the tooth, and without pro- 
ducing any uneasiness. Cbewiog was poaaible and grateful. Cold water gure 
no agony. It may bo inferred that I have exaggerated the sufiering. Said a 
patient to me once, to whom I had suggested the idea that she might be in 
error as to her suffering, " Sir, I kitvw di/ m^ j'ediiigs lutuj I /eeJ." I can 
say that what I have said of the pain, and of the relief from chloroform, need 
not to be questioned. I felt and understood both. 

Relief continued for some time. Psin recurred, but it was at once treated 
OS above, and was at once relieved. 

Remark*. — I have written off these coses that I might report tbcra to [he 
Society, because I think this method of using anassthetics may often be useful. 
It is not ou account of the novelty uf this mode of application of chloroform 
that the cases are presented, for the suggestion of such use will be found else- 
where. They are read beeauae they present a number of cases, of t^ls, in 
which it has been a purpose to afford relief by the remedy, and especially by a 
fiuthful trial of it. 

Another reason: These cases are sufficiently numerous to furnish some 
basis for generalization. By adding to them, they may at length anthoiiK 
tbe establishment of rules of practice, which may not only contribute to the 
comfort of the sick, but exert important influences over disease. 

Again. This use of chloroform is perfectly safe. Not tlie least disturbance 
of system or organ has been produced by the external employment of this 
substance. Consciousness remains undisturbed. Tbe pulse, breathing, tem- 
perature, are natural. The expression of relief is very striking. In otbernMS 
of chloroform, or ether, consciousness is more or less abolished, and we know 
nothing of the relief but what comes of absence of oomplaint. From its 
eiteraal use we learn at once the whole story of the comfort, the extreme 
pleasure which is experienced. 

Again. I present these cases in tfao hope that others will be induced by them 
to seek for their patients' rtlicf from other sources than those ordinarily cm- 
ployed, and which so often do little more than occupy a certain amount of 
lime in a self-limited disease. These cases show that we have the means nf 
shortening this time, nay, of giviag relief at once, and thus of antidpating 
recovery. I havo used cblorL>form externally but once in acute inQammatorjr 
disease — puerperal peritonitis. In this cose, after-pains continued uutil tha 
fourth day from delivery, with retention of urine, and pain in the lower 
part of the abdomen, which broke sleep and produced extreme discomfort 
This case was gome miles from town, and I was attending in consultatioa. I 
advised a triitl of chloroform to the part, and used it as above described. Its 
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effect was not agreeable. The skin Lad been sodden witL hot rum, brandj, 
hop-bogs, &c., and hod been mode bo tender that udidiuuI Bmnrting, tiogling, 
and beat were at once prodaced, bo as to muke it neccssnry to remove the 
chloroform. There were recent leech-bites near the seat of pain, and these 
may have been irritated by the application. Should I again ubc uhlorofurm 
exteroully in similar cases, I would combine it with some ointmeut, eay rose 
ointment, iu proportion of one or two drachms to the ouucc of the ointment, 
and apply it on cloth, or, which would answer better, sheet or woven lint. 

Hae not our subject important physiological and therapeutic relations? 
The nerves, under ordinary oiriium stances and in their healtlifut fituto, convey 
at OQoe to the brain morbid occurrences whenever or wherever such happen, 
and thus most important information je given of the state of ihe system, or 
of a part of it. So, when the body in every part of it is in health, the nerves 
communicate the knowledge of thia fact to the braiD and mind. The reuult 
of snob agency is tbat consciousness of universal physical snuodness — health 
— which constitutes the highest enjoyment of life, Ilut chloroform, as we 
have seen and Buid, abolishes pain — we do not say cures dieease — and, iu this 
freedom from suffering, leaves it to the nerves to aid in such living processes 
as arc themselves teniling to the recovery of the di»cosed organ to health, and 
to aid the therapeutic powers of medicine. The mind remains ignorant of 
the state of the diseased part, so far aa pain haa given it knowledge of such 
state ; but recovery is not thus deloyed. We believe, on the contrary, it is 
hastened. 

Of the mode of applying chloroform enderroically, a word. A bandker- 
chief fresh from the drawer, and a phial of chloroform, are all that is needed. 
Apply the handkerchief to the open mouth of the phial, and invert tho latter 
so that the chloroform may wet a spot in the centre of the cloth. Do tliis 
two or three times, and then apply it to the seat of pain by moderate pressure and 
without friction. Let it remain till it is dry, and then wet and apply it a^in 
if need be. Ordinarily, the pain soon becomes less, and will even be found 
often to disappear entirely, with no further application of chloroform. Some 
redncBB is commonly prodaced, and some tingling or smarting. These, how- 
ever, disappear when the hantUierctiicf is removed. To prevent evaporation, 
and especially to proveal iuspiratiou of the chloroform, always cover the 
cloth which contains it with another dry one. 

[At the meeting succeeding that at which the above paper was read. Dr. 
Channing asked that he might make an amendment by addition. 

He said that a question arose, after his paper was read, whether chloroform 
could be relied on for relief of pain by its oiteraal application. Dr. C. replied 
that the skin, of all tissues, is the most liberally supplied with nerves, and that 
aa ohtoroform acts wholly upon and through the nervous system, the patient, 
under its fullest action, was deprived of oonsciousnesa by its direct action 
through the nerves upon the brain. The action of chloroform, then, through 
the skin, was precisely the same aa through the lungs, with this differeuoe, 
that, when introduced by the latter organ, such is the vast extent of texturo 
to which it is applied, consciousness is lost as well as sensibility. 

It was further objected to Dr. Channing's views, that tho entire or healthy 
skin was the least fit medium for the introduetion of medicines into the system, 
and that, in order to make such applications useful, the usual method was to de- 
nude the skin, or remove ita external envelope. To this objection. Dr. Channing 
replies by referring to the questionless resulta of tho endermic practice of medi- 
cine. He also referred to the anatomical fact that the mucous tissue was 



J 





ExtwvtU fitm Soe. frr Jkd. 

notblQg tDore ihmn tb« oombod iat^Bment extended or OMittnaeil into open 
cavities. N(m, who can qncrtioD the immediate efiecte of dikirofbnn when 
inspired tolo tbe mart bealtUal Ibd^ t He fiirtb« csntended, by relicreQee 
lo established fkots, that ekloroform is nearij or quite aa lapid io its aaeiuics 
when tpplied to the aoandskiBaa talheBooiul lan^ He ludHiet wit£ theie 
effects Uk> olWi) lu ifueatioa this alatement. He did not m^ that the exteful 
application of chloroform would core or remove a iliw aiwi of which patn w>e > 
symptom. Neither does opiam. How rare is it that dtaeaae dis^peara with 
symptoms! Uis object in racordiog his cased was to dtow that pain had as 
often, nay, oflener, been relieved by chloroform tlun by any other remedy 
for poJD in his memory, and for this he had asked the attention of the Soeie^ 
to liis experience of its aoKsthetic eSccts. 

Aa to a lesion of the skin as favouring the remedial effects of external 
medioitioD, ho could only say that analogy did not eostun the doctrine. A 
lady in advanced phthisis had derived much relief front ether in the sufferings 
of its eurliei stages. In the pn^rees of the disease, when more and more of 
the IttDgs was suffering from its power, she was obliged constantly to increase 
her quaniity of ether in order to find relief. For some time, a qoort a day 
lud EiufficMl. But this w%s increased until nearly sis qoarts were consuioed 
in the sane time. 'S'A only did she directly inspire it, but her dress, and the 
furailnre of her sleeping and sitting-rooms, were kept wet withcther, so thatshe 
might live in an atmosphere of ether vapour. Uiire was lesion of texUiro in 
BTcry extent and variety of it — nerves were fully exposed — stiU the ether 
was increased in (jiuiotity as &ist 0.9 new or additional lesion was produced.] 

Xc'i-rmlirr 24. — /'-i/ypa* o/tke CteruM. — Dr. ChaN!([NO exhibited a portion 
of a polypus of the womb, wbieh he bad lately removed from b patient, who had 
lor muni than u year suStired severely from the eymptomsof polypus. These 
were exL-cssive hemorrhage during tbe eatamenial periods, and beworrhage at 
other times from extra exertion. Except at the menstrual flow, tbe tumour 
ruiuaiued within the womb. At his first visit, the polypus was partially pro- 
truded from tbe oa uteri, the catamcnia being present. Ad unsucccoful 
Ulvmpt wu made to include the protruded portion in a ligature. It was 
a^ivod that ergot should be given before and during tbe next period, and, if 
IJM tumour i»mc within reach, another effurt for its removal should be made. 
H« was called again to visit the patient at her residence in the coantiy, where 
ba Hrtt saw her. 

KjuuinatioD discovered a tumour of large diameter, filling, and extending 

' o OS uteri. Its vaginal extremity looked directly to the hollow of 

1, the fundus of the womb being towunls and above the symphyas 

g diroctly across tbe pelvis, or from bcfure backward. This utua- 

kJaivd the application of the ligature very cnibarrassiDg. The double 

h nodiSiMl by tiooch, were nsed. They were carried, a mcd wilfa 

B a poiut of the projectiag polypus, as near as possible lo the os 

^af ihum was made to r«st there, while the other, swept along the 

luur, was carried beyond its free end, and then along its opposite 

' ) the fixed canula first described. Carrying the ligature 

■ ■HkUuHtil it was parallel with tlie first canula, it was brought down 

HMiw until it met its fellow. In this wiiy a loop was formed 

A tumour. The slide was next carried aluug tbe canulse 

I fiirtheiit extremity The ligature wus now drawn tight, 

a Iwfisg satisfied Dis. Channing and Stevens, the ittt«aaiDg 
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phjaiciana, thnt it was in iU place, it wns secured at the rtDg or shoulJors of 
ite instrument. 

The ligature gave no pain. It was tighlcncd twice a day, and on the fourtli 
da; the tumour fell off, and nhen Dteasure<l, though coulructed hy the spirit 
in which it had been preserved, was found to uieasuro in cin:uuirL'reDce 7} 
inches, and 2{ inches in diameter. Perfect recovery followed the operation. 

Dr. Channing reported another cose, in which great suffering froiu forcing 
pains was experienced at the catatnenial periods, accompanied by excessive he- 
monhage. In this case the tumour was found within the ob uteri, the latter 
surrounding it very closely, making tbo diluted cervix, and the exceedingly 
thinned labia, to resemble p/ij/mmi». Such was the clitteaeiia of contact be- 
tween the polypus and tbinued cervix, that the smallest probe could scarcely 
be passed between them. Ergnt was given in this case at the catanienial 
period, as in that above reported. The polypus protruded, and being in the 
axis of the vagina, was reached and surrounded by the ligature with com- 
parative ease, and aecurcd. The polypus dropped off, and perfect recovery 
followed. 

Dr. Channing said that he had operated in a number of cases; that he 
had met with no bad results; on the contrary, his patients had done well. He 
has sometimes found pain complained of when the ligature was first drawn. 
The pain, which was of short continuance, was probably owing to the £wt 
that in some cases the ligature was applied nearer to the womb than in others, 
and pressure was thus made upon soioc of the tissues of the oi^n which wer« 
sensitive. In these cases, the base was very large, and strong pressure was 
necessary to produce strangulation. ReeoTcry was as rapid in these as in those 
coses in which no pain was felL In no case has there been any return of 
polypus. The latest he has met with waa the smallest of the whole number; 
and yet the pain, tho hemorrhage, the debility, and intolerance of almost any 
amount of motion, were nearly as pronounced as in any of tho rest. It waa 
about two inches in length, but very small in diameter, and sprung from a 
very minute pedicle from the lip, or from just within tho os uteri. It was 
removed by the polypus forceps, by twisting the instrument, and without either 
present or secondary hemorrhage. The relief was perfect. 

Dr. J. M. WAEitEN asked Dr. C. if he had not met with any case in which 
polypus had returned after being removed by tho ligature? Dr. 0. said that 
in his own yactice he had met with no such case, and he meant to confine his 
remark, on this point, above given, to his own observation. He remembered 
a very interesting case, which, with Dr. Storcr, he hod recently the great pri- 
vilege of examining, by the kindness of Dr. Warren, and of witDessing Dr. 
W.'s BUCCCBsful application of the ligature; and in which case Dr. W. had, a, 
few months since, done the same operation for another polypus. 

Dr-C- requested Dr, AVarren to give an account of this case to tho Society; 
which request Dr. W. complied with as follows: — 

The patient was an unmarried female, thirty years of age, and was operated 
on before by Dr. W., four years since, for a polypus of the uterus, and has 
been quil« well until within six months, when the symptunis denoting the 
existence of another tumour in the cavity of the womb were manifested. The 
history of the case was as follows: Four years and a half ago, while entering 
the house in the evening, she fell, receiving a severe blow on the lower part 
of the abdomen, from the stone step, f^he waa carried into the bouse in a 
state of great suffering, and a profuse uterine hemorrhage fullowcd. For somo 
months she was confined to her bed, scarcely able to turn from pain, and suf- 
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fered from oceaaional returns of llie bleeding. Comiog under the care of an 
cspcricDCcd praclitioncr, a vaginal ejiaminatios vaa made, which disclosed the 
existence of a polypoid tumour extruded from the OS uteri. Dr. W, sow the 
patient in consultation, and advised un operation. At this period Bbe vaa 
suffering from anaemia, and so eiliuustod as to muke it unsafe for her to assume 
tbe upright position, as the attempt wa3 always attended hj fainting, A liga- 
ture WHS applied to the poljpuij, nod (he tumour separated on the fourth oir 
fifth day, tbe subsequent recoTcry being rapid. 

The patient remained well until els raonthB since, when the recurrence of 
hemorrboge at the menstrual periods, eerere pains and bearing-donn sensations 
in the buck and loins, seemed to indicate the esisleuce of uterine disease. 
Added to tbe above symptoms was the discharge of a gill of watery fluid (rum 
the vagina once in fire or six days. 

On examination, Dr, W. found a tumonr occupying the whole fundus of (be 
uterus, and projecting into the vagina. M'ith some diflioulty tbe finger could 
be passed into the cavity of tbe orgaa through the os, which tightly embraced 
the central part of tbe polypus; with tbe speculum it could bo distinctly seen, 
its parictes presenting a white, glistening appeuraoce. Dr. Cbanning aud Dr. 
Storcr saw the patient with Dr, W., and concurred with him in opinion as to 
tbe nature of the disease and the propriety of an operation. Accordingly ■ 
strong ligature, made of wbipoord, was applied to its base in tbe following 
manner: Two porte-nmuds threaded with tbe ligature were carried up tbrmign 
the OS uteri to the base of the tumour. Then by taking one in each hand, 
they were mudo to describe a semicircle around tbe polypus. Tbe ends of tbe 
ligature were now engaged in tbe serrc-no^ud of Grasfe, which being carried 
up to the root of the polypus, tbe threads were disengaged from tbe porte- 
Dteud, and the ends drawn as tight as possible and secured. By means of a 
screw, the pressure was increased daily, and the tumour destroyed, so that the 
instrument sepMTilcd at the end of a week, no constitutional symptoms of 
consequence having occurred. The patient has menstruated once or twice 
since, and is now in a good state of health. 

Dr. Channiog expressed his surprise, at the time, in view of the facta pre- 
sented by this case, as very high authority bos stated that it never had hap- 
pened, or it was not on record, that a second polypus hod followed the removal 
of a preceding one. This case was of great interest, for in it another polypus 
bad certainly grown from the same womb, presenting all tbe diaracterutict 
of the disease. 

Dr. Paukman remarked that, although a second polypus might not grow 
from the pedicle of one removed, still the disease might proceed from anotber 
part of the womb. Dr. Warren supposed this was tbe cose in the instance 
just related. 

Dr. Cbanning added that this idea gets support from tbe fact that, in 
Qooch's cases, and in bis own, the removal of a small portion, only, of the 
polypus was as surely curative of tbe whole, as if the ligature bod been applied 
at that part of the pedicle nearest tu the womb ; as the umbilical conl will 
OS surely be separated from the abdomen, if any number of inches remain 
between the ligature and abdomcD, as if only one or two remain. Dr. C- 
tbought this of practical importance, as it avoids the pain which sometimes 
follows on tightening the ligature, from its being very near to tbe internal 
surface of the uterus, lie thought that the fatal cases which have followed 
tbe operation, and in which periteuitis occurred, though reported to be es- 
ceediugly rare, might be accounted for by such a mode of applying the ligatni*. 
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November Z4. — Allemp/ at Sr/f-Ciintralmn l>y a LunnUe — Dr. SXEDMAS 
wluted the case of an Xrisliman, " affected witti meluncholia of the deepest dye," 
who, remaining fur nionlba without any iuiprovcnient, was with diffioidty made 
lo eat or speak, and was regarded ns imbeeiie, or nearly go. Very early one 
morning, Dr. 6. was aummoned to him, and found one testis partially tora 
from itfl epvelopes, aud blood largely effuaed. The urinal used by the patient 
was discovered broken in several pieces, all of which, hot one, were quite 
clean; this being smeared with blood, pointed out the instrument used. Dr. 
8. said be was surprised to find such a wound made with so imperfect a cutting 
edge. The wound healed readily, the patient dying some time afterwardE of 
phthiaia. 

Nnvtfnbfr 24. — EiuJumilroma of the Ring Fingfr. — Dr. H. J. BlOELOW 
presented the epecimuD, aud described the caise. The afTcction was of (en years' 
standing, its growth, however, mostly within two years, and it occurred in the 
person of a young man otherwise healthy. 

Dr. B, said that it is not yet decided how fur enchondroma is recur- 
rent; there arc instances of it in tbe scapulni and ribs; in enchondroma 
offtMiting several fingers, recurrence has been observed. These tumours 
grow from the centre, and sometimes from the eiterior, of the bone, and are 
oceasionally free from attachment. Microscopic examination shows the car- 
tilage to be rudimentary; it is gninukp, with feebly marked corpuscles. Dr. 
B. showed, with the tumour, a east of the hand, aud some drawings of the 
microscopic appearances. 

Hoeemler 24. — Sjmntavapit Diiiornliira of rheCri/ffnllljie Lent in Ulero. — 
Subttquen/ lajiamnuUiiiH of iJie Bffe. Reported by Dr. Bethtjne. — John P., 
four years old ; soon after birth, the tens was seen by the parents of the child 
in anterior chamber of right eye; at first light coloured, it has gradually be- 
Donte darker. Sight appurenUy never good with this eye. Last spring, the 
eye became inflamed; this subsided, but the eye was again attacked three 
weeks ago, and now, on examination, t^e left eye is well; right eye, conjunc- 
liva and sclerotic injected; choroid, generally, shows through the sclerotic, 
mow at a point above the cornea, near whieb are seen large dilated vessels; 
pnpil largely dilated, fixed. Anterior chamber filled with amber-coloured lens, 
round, except for a triangular fissure at the lower edge. 

Treatment. — One leoeb occasioually, whenever inflammation is apparently 
increased, with small doses of castur oil from time t-o time; simple warm or 
ookl water applications, as roost agreeable to the child. Diet and rust. If 
these means prove iuuffeetual lor relief, tbe patient is advised to return for 
eitnictiun of the lens. 

Nov. 24- — Cerebral J^iffase of Peculiar Nafnre and Severifi/. — Dr. Stoeer 
repotted the ease. Catherine Sullivan, set, '25 years, entered Mass, Gen. Hos- 
pital, August 80th, Had enjoyed good health until five days previous to her 
entnnce, when, fatigued by a day's washing, she threw herself, while much 
beated, upon the floor, and fell asleep. Upon awaking, she felt some numb- 
ness of the extremities, and a sensation of giddiness. Has since complained 
of obscure vision, and a difficulty of deglutition, with an inability to guide the 
muscles of the extremities. 

When I first saw her, she was in bed, suffering from great nervous 
ment, complaining of dyspncea aud a sense of sufTocution, attributable 
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to derangement in the throat. She bad a peculiar czpreaaion of countenance, 
produced bj a semi-strabismus; when aaleep, respiration was stertoroua; the 
akin was moist; pulae 100. 

ForseveraJ days immediately succeeding ber entrance, fihe bad at Dr. Storer's 
vieit — and only at that time and upon taking her medicine — a oerrous pv- 
ox;su, cunsisting of short epasmodic laughs, or giggles, which were enpposed 
to be symptoms of hysteria, and for this affection she was treated witn anli- 
npnumoiiirt and omnler-irritadon. 

On September 9th, ten days after her admittaucc to hospital, it is recorded 
as follows : Motions of right hand much improved. Was able to drcse herself 
this morning. Less appearance of hysteria now tbon at previous visits. 

Sppl. 19c^. Complained of nausea this morning previous to breakfast. 

20(A. i^peaks of pain in right forehead, extending lo eyes, whicb she says 
has existed in a greater or less degree for a week. Apply veratrine ointment. 
B. Veratria gr. viii; asunge 5i- M. — Apply to affected part 

2lst. Pain in bead not relieved. Above seat of pain, a very marked 
nodosity, whicb has increased since her entrance. Strabismus increased. 
Sleep accompanied with stertorous breathing, to such extent, at times, u to 
disturb inmates of ward. Giddiness upon erect posture. Constant disposi- 
tion to sweat, which was not noticed until yesterday. Let the bead bo rubbed 
with — B. Tinct. conth^irid,, tinct. cupsici, aa 5j- ^1- 

lid. Less power of morion in right arm. Great rigidity of flexor mttKLss 
of this arm and band, and of right lower extremity. 

24(A. Limbs even more rigid than before. Great force required to move 
thetn from positions. 

'2bik. Rigidity of limbs increased. Norse represents patient as baring 
been perfectly helpless this morning. Ordered sinapisms to neck and feet, 
and a pill, once in four hours, of — H. Uyd. chlorid. mit. gr. i; pulv. opiL 
gr. f M. 

1\iih. A sensation of strangling accompanies attempts at deglntition. 
Strong muscular contractions of lingers of affected hand, thumb being drawn 
across palm of band, and covered by the fingers. 

27tA. Difficulty of deglutition increased. Has swallowed almost nothing 
unce yesterday morning. Apply to nape of neck — B- Emplastr. cantbaiid. 
6x3. 

'28f/i. Speaks with more difficulty than at any previous period. Yesterday 
bad eeveml attackii of dyiipnoea, which were relieved by inhaling sulphuric 
ether. During the day, succeeded in swallowing balf a pint of arrowroot 
Pill was administered with the nourishment, it hod previously been repeat- 
edly omitted on account of the difficulty of swallowing. 

SO/A. A more comfortable day and night. Suffered less from dyspncea. 
Difficulty of deglutition less marked. Greater animation. Kigidity of ex- 
tremities as before. Saliealion vmf diitincL Bowels being constipated, 
ordered — B. luf. sennic compos. 3''i er, if much difficulty in odinioistra- 
tion — a. Olei tiglii gtt. i. 

SOth. Medicine was taken with effect, 
during night. Less rigidity of muscles. 

Oct. lit. Less rigidity of muscles. 

2d. No dyspntea. No giddiness. Sitting up. Apparently troubled by 
ptyalism alone. 

'id. Hysteria more marked since grave symptoms have diminished- Mouth 
very troublesome. Ordered — H. I'otasea) bydriodat. gr. vi. three time* 



Had a quiet night. No dyspniM 
e power of motion. 
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4(A. StrabiBtnos increased. Nurse rcparU patient aa vulkmg more natu- 
rally to-day than at any previous period. Mouth improviDg. 

Ith. No return of unfavourable syniptDms, Sitting np, answeriag qnea- 
tions nitbout any hysteria. Ptyali^m atill profuse. A marked ealargenienl 
of right pupil. 

From this time her convnlQiwence has been unintermpted. Dr. S. left her on 
Not. 1st, at which time her nights were good, without the elightest dyspnosa 
or etertor- Inteliigence perfect. No difficuitj in deglutition. Walking 
daily improving. She ia constautlj moring about the ward, cheerful and 
happy. 

Noo. ^Qth. Br. S. Tiait«d the Hospital to-day, and extracted the following 
from Dr. lJciwdil«h's records: — 

Nuv. \bth. Cephalic, thoracic, abdominal funotions well. Sits up all day. 
Node which existed on forehead nearly gone. 

19(A. Walked out yesterday. _ .,..-, 

22d. Catamenia present. i_ jr£^ - ■'■. - ""*■_,' 

December 8. — Microicnpic Appearances in a Section of a F^juU Tooth from 
a Species nf Shark. — Dr. Ddhkeb eihibited, under the microscope, a fiae 
epecimen of a fossil tooth of the Chareharodon Aogustidcns, one of the largest 
BpecicB of sharks whose remaioB have ever been discovered. Some months 
ago, Br. B. received several teeth of this kind from a friend in Alabama. 
The largest measured nearly two inches at the hose, and were about two inches 
in length. Br. D. made a longitudioal section of one of these, and polished 
it down for microscopical observation. The original structure of the tooth 
thus treated, was brought as distinctly into view, as if it had been removed 
but yesterday from the living animal's jaw. The distribution of the nutrient 
Teasels, as viewed with a power of 170 diametere, was exceedingly beautiful, 
knd bore a close analogy to the Haversian casuls, and the delicate canaliooli 
which are seen to anastomose so freely in all true bone. 

December 8. — CaiKerou* Ditease — Fuur ipeciTnens Rrhi/illetl liy Dr. JACK- 
SON. 

Iri. Encephaloid of the pyloric portion of the stomach ; sent by Dr. Fifield, 
Jr., of Weymouth. The disease is well marked, and well defined, of a circular 
fonn, about four inches in diameter, and rising about half an inch above the 
surrounding surface in soft, regular masses, which projected beyond the base; 
situated mainly in the posterior psrietes, and within an inch of the pylorus. 
The patient was a bootmaker, and Dr. J. thought that pressure upon the epi- 
natrium may have had something to do with the development of the disease. 
He was 48 years of age, and had been long subject to dyspepsia, and constipa- 
tion ; gave np work last February, and hud kept his bed since July ; became 
greatly emaciated ; and, during the last three weeks, a tumour was felt in the 
epigastrium; neverhad much pain. Dysphagia was an urgent symptom, though 
the disease was far away from the cardiac orifice of the stomach; there was 
ftlso vomiting one or two hours after Uking food. The organs of the abdomen 
were closely matted together as by former peritonitis, but there was no other 
encephaloid disease. Br. J. thought that such limitation of the disease waa 
quite unusual in the case of the stomach. 

2d. Encephaloid disease of the uterus, extending into the vagina, and pro- 
jecting into the cavity of the urinary bladder in the form of a whidsh, soft 
tumour of considerable size. There were, however, no urinary symptoms 
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recoTiIei) during life, or kBown to the qiirse to have existed, m was asMrbiined 
hj iu(|uiry after the palient's death ; ft fact vhich is remarkable, cc)ii9i<]cring 
the nutunil irritability of the organ uSceted ; ulceratimi, however, had not fairly 
coromeocci. The surroundiog cellular tiesuc wns indurated, and the nretcra 
irere much dikCed, as so often happens in uancer of the uterus; but there was 
Qo other disease in the abdomen. The patient was a married woman, 3'2 yeura 
of age, and had died recently »t tbc Hospital, The disease vraa marked by 
most of the usual Rympionis, aud was probubiy of at least ninem ontfas dura- 
tion. Previously to this she hod had lor some months what she regarded as 
profuse nicnslruiition i there was, however, no hemorrhage after the dixeaae was 
Aiirly established, except when she was examined by the speculum or otbet- 
wise, at which times she suffered severely. 

3il. Sdrrboas disease of the uterus; contrasting well with the last case; the 
ulcerated surface being aa dense in lliis as it was soft in the other; os and 
cervix uteri destroyed, with ibu whole upper part of tbe vagina ; ureters dilated 
OS in tbe lust cuse, though the blad(]er and surrounding eeliulsr tissue did not 
seem to be involved. The dissection whs made by Ilr. J., and all the nrgnns 
of the abdomen and thorax were examined, but no other canocrmis disesac was 
found. The case occurred in the pniciiee of Dr. Cornell, and has been fully 
reported in the a^ton Maf. and Sarfj. Jmith. for Dec. 10th. The patient 
was 39 years of nee, bad suffered from the disease for a year or more, and the 
cose was remarkable for the small amount of hemorrhage, and fiir the eotire 
absence of pain, though there hod been uDcaniness about tbe pelvis. Dr. J. 
remarked upon these cusea as confirmatory of tbe observation often made, that 
the other organs are generally healthy in cancer of tbe utems. 

4'A. Encephaloid maMcs So the upper lobe of the right lung; one of which, 
utuated just beneath tbc sur^u, shows the depreasiun in the centre which ia 
BO often «een in cancer of the liver; an appearance which Dr. J. baa never 
before observed in the lung, though Dr. Walbhe (Di'neoiieg nftht: Lv»g* and 
Jleiirt) refers to it. The patient was a woman, 45 years of a.ge; and the es- 
amination was made by Dr. Ainsworth, who found upon the left side no trace 
of pulmonary tissue, but in tbe plii^c of the lung a moss of eucephaloid; there 
had been, however, no dyspnoea, though early in the disease there was much 
congb. There was also found a large encephalutd mass in the situation of one 
of the kidneys; the tumour which it formed having been felt by Dr. H. two 
and a half years ago. 

These Epccimcns have all been examined mioroscopically by Dr. H. J. Big^ 
low, and appenrauees eharacteristic of cancer were found. 

Dr. J. remarked upon the "straw-coluured" hue which is so ofi«n observed 
in c&ncerous patients, and is so generally regarded iia ehuroclei^stio of the dn- 
ease, that be believed it was generally owing to the natural complexion of ibe 
radividual. A tigbt-complexiuned person will look simply pallid, when re- 
duced by hemorrhage, or labouring under any disease that impoveHttkes tba 
blood; but one of a dark enmplexioii will naturally retain soinethimg of the 
original swarthy hue, oud thuj< the so-called "fltiiiw.cnWred" appearance is 
produced; and it matters nut whether it is cancer, or any other disease, that 

DarrmJirr 8. — Craiip. — Dr. CuAS. B. Wabe reported the folltrwing caaeirf 
oroup. Monday, Nov. 2-(th, he was called to a girl four years old. She bad 
been attacked in the morning with vomiting and sr^re thnmt. No febrile ayinp- 
toras. Her tousils were of a deep red colour, and somewhat swollen. There 
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waa a distinct patch of lymph on one of them. Ilor respiration was perfectly 
free, and her voice niLtural. Her bowels were moderately moved by a cathartic, 
and she took a Dover's ponder at night, Through the oext day she continued 
in very much the same condition — was up, dreesed, and about the room. 

Noiiemher 26(A. (Wednusduy.) In the morning her voice was a little 
husky; her tkin rather dry and feverish f tongue thin and furred; appetite 
Bmall; lymph on eacii tonsil [ her fnuces and larynx were thoroughly washed 
with nitrate of silver, ono drachm to the ounce. 

In the evening her respiration had the decided cronpy character. She very 
rarely coughed, and when she did, there was nothing resonant or sonorous 
about it. In both hacks the respiratory sound was full, clear, and cntiroiy 
without rales. 

'lllh. (Thursday.) Her voice was gone except in o whisper; her tongue was 
more thick, and furred; skin more hot and dry; pulse 112; no labour in her 
respiration ; her general aspect good. 

2S/i. (Friday.) In the morning her respiration had become somewhat more 
emburrussed. She was very restless, and ansious to be carried about. Her 
pulse was smaller in calihre, and more difficult to count, but not more frequent. 
The respiratory sound in both lungs was diminished in amount, but clear and 
free from raiefl. Through the day, her respiralion became more laboured, but 
■he retained a good colour. 

Through Saturday she was rather more quiet; respiration not more laboured; 
appeared to be in less distress, and retained still a fresh colour, 

30rA. (Sunday.) Her aapect hid changed; her face and extrejuitiea bad 
become ijuite livid ; her breathing was much m(ire embarrassed ; nn inspiration 
sounded as if the air was drawn through a small dry lube. She had vomited, 
in the night, some thick tenacious mucoB, but nothing like membrane; it was 
^wtt«d with a few specks of blood. In both backs mucous r^ea were dis- 
covered, but no respiratory sound. She gradually sunk through the day, and 
died at 5 F. M. Her treatment was cauterization, Dover's powder with a 
£ttle calomel in it, and constant steaming by fomentations about the nock. 
At the autopsy there was found false memhrane on the tonsils, fauces, larynx, 
trachea, and extending down to the primary bronchi. The bronchi, on both 
ndcs, were filled with thick, tenacious, purulent mucus, especially on the righL 
The muoouB membrane was intensely red and thickened; the middle lobe of 
the right lung was camiGed and in a state resembling tbc lungs of a new- 
bom child. 

Dr. Ware thought the case presented with more than usual clearness the 
peouliarities which distinguish this disease from those forms of croup in which 
so &lBe membrane is thrown out A slight sore throat with small patches of 
lymph on the tonsils, without much general disturbance for a day or two 
before the croupy symptoms began to appear ; the trifling character, and 
buaky tone of the cough throughout the disease, and its never presenting that 
itriduloua sonorous tone which Dr. Ware thought characterized the apao- 
BOdio croup, or those cases in which there was a simple thickening of the 
mucous membrane, and which was comparatively rarely heard in genuine 
croup ; the loss of voioe as the larynx became involved ; the gradual dimiuution 
of the respiratory sound-in the lungs as the passage for the admission of air 
became contracted; the lividity, and relaxed couditiou of tlio muscles; the 
restless seeking for relief from the prolonged, increasing suffocation ; the 
fthsecce of respiratory sound, and the ajipearance of mucous T&les io the lungs 
■boat twelve or eighteen boars before deuth, and the then ra|ud aiukiog af 
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the cliild. There was one point in nbich thia case differed from many otbers. 
In rapid coses llie cLild commonly dies from EutTocation ; then noCliing can be 
more dreadful than its distresB for some hours before death. In thia caw; the 
last day wu not the most distressing; as the lungs became affected, tbe ex- 
tremity of tbe djspncea waa diraiuisbed, and there appeared to be a Ices de- 
luaud for air. lu another case which Dr. W. had recentlv seen, where the 
disiiaee teas of some days' duration, and pueumonia had supervened, the 
dyspntea was nnt extreme for eigUujen hours before death. Tbe apparent 
relief in these cases might be owing to the eihausted condilJon of the child, 
but not he thought entirely. It setmed, when the child was able for a certun 
length of time to conteud with the disease, as if the Rystcm adapted itself to 
the condition of things, and an cjuilibrium was again established between the 
respiration and the eireulation. If this is so, it is an important practical point 
to be borne in mind in the treatment, and would centra-indicate tbe reducing 
practice which was formerly, and is now, to some extent, pursued. If the 
effusion of lymph is not checked at the outset, but has extended to the larynx 
iind truchea, and the child can only be relieved by throwing it off, or by ab- 
sorption ; the longer it can be made to live, the better will be its chance, and 
everything that can be done should be done, in such cases, to support die 
strength. All depressing treatment should be avoided. 

The throat and larynx were thoroughly cauterized with a strong solution of 
lunar caustic, passed in on one of Green's sponges, twice a duy, from the time 
of the lirst indications of croup, without any manifest bcneGt. Lymph wu 
found after death upon parts which must have been thoroughly washed with 
the caustic. Although this treatment baa found much favour lately, and 
perhaps is more frc<]ucntly successful than any other. Dr. Ware thoognt thai 
its efficacy had been somewhat overrate, by confounding the various classes 
of croup together. The caustic probably does not reach much, if any, below 
the larynx. Where the disease is limited to this neighbourhood, the treat- 
ment, one would suppose, might be very efficient. But sueh cases constitDte, 
prohabty, but a very small portion of the cases of genuine croup. Dr. W. 
had never seen an autopsy of a case of croup in which there was not membrane 
in the trachea, and in the primary bronchi adhesive mucus or pus, so tenacious 
as to be almost equally as euibarrassing as lymph, to respiration. Upon such 
cases cautcriiation could bavc little effect. They are probably, with very rare 
exceptions, fatal. Where tbe disease oommeDces in tbe throat or larynx, and 
cauterization is thoroughly applied, it may sometimes arrest the effusion of 
lyniph, and tbe extension of the disease, and these, so fiir as he hod obsen'^d, 
ho lliought had been the successful cases. If tbe disease extended far below, 
be questioned whether the treatment could have much eCGcaey. The relief then 
seemed to come by throwing off the membrane. There was no particular reason 
to suppose that the application of causljc would promote this process. A certain 
number of cases got well under the former treatment in this way. There ie 
not such a difference, certainly, in regard to those cases which get well by dis- 
charge of the membrane now and formerly, as to make it very probable that 
tbe caustic promotes it. He thought that not many, if any, more of this clue 
of cases wore saved under the present treatment. How many of those cases 
of effusion of lymph npoa the tonsils, in which croup has not yet appeared| 
and to which caustic was applied, would have otherwise terminated in etoup, 
he was not prepared to say. Here he ahooid think it very probable was the 
principal benefit which the introduction of this treatmeot nod conferred upon 
tbe profession. It is not very uncooimon lu see effusion upon the tousila 



wbere there ia no croup. And from tbo nrdinnrj effect of caustic npoD mucouu 
inembraDea, it woulil seein probable that a free application of the cuuatio would 
eheck the extenaion of the effuxioa do wan a rd, and protect aome children from 
the disease who would otherwise have it. It must take a very long experience, 
and careful observation, to teet the real efficiency of the treatment in a disease 
so few cases of which fail under the observation of any one practitioner, and 
which ia so cloaely simulated by eome of its comparatively harmless forms as 
readily to deceive the observer. 

Dec. 8. — Fraeture o/ the Lmeer End of Uu: llaiiiiu,v)ilh olhrr Fractura. — 
Dexriptitm of Pro/aaor Jieaumonft AppuratiLS, rf-c. — Dr. J. M. WaRREN 
presented the specimen, which was tjuite interesting from the fact of the 
opportunities being rare for observing this froctare in a recent state. 

The patient was a man thirty years old, and was brought into the Hospital, 
having fallen a distance of forty feet through a scuttle to the floor. The fol- 
lowing is the Hospital Beport : — 

*' There is now, at six P. M., fracture of the right radius, apparently just 
above the joint. There h great cicfomiity, simulating dislocation of the wrist 
backwards. Crepitus distinct. 

" The right leg is shortened, by mearorement, one and a quarter inches. 
It is evert^, with edge of foot lying flat upon the table. There is distinct 
crepitus at or near the cervix fenioria. When pressing the two iliac crests, 
tiicy yield sensibly, and give a feelitiff of indistinct crepitus." The patient 
died at Un P. M." 

The pathological appearances of the parts exhibited were as follows : The 
right rwliua was fractured trauHVersely half an inch above the joint, with a 
comminuted fracture extending into the joint. The internal lateral Itc^ 
ment was torn away from its attachments to the ulna, carrying a bit of the 
bone with it 

The right femur was the scat of a comniinuted fracture through the 
trochanter, and a loogitudioal fraclnrc of the shaft of the bone extended from 
its cervix downwards for four inches. Neither of these fractures communi- 
cated with the capsular ligament. 

The right sacro-iliac synchondrosis was torn asunder, and the bones forming 
H, fractured. The ramus of the ischium aaJ pubis was fractured. The lower 
balf of the sacrum and os cocuygis were comminuted. 

Id connection with the specimen of fracture of the lower extremity of the 
ladiuB, Dr. W. made some remarks on the interesting nature of thia accident 
to surgeons, from the liability to deformity so likely to occur in spite of the 
' best-directed treatment. The various apparatus invented by so many die- 
tingnished surgeons, with the object of preventing this deformity, show the 
iinportAn<M attached to it. Prom simply regarding the external appearances 
{•resented by this fracture, it was formerly supposed that the bonea yielded in 
kn oblifjae direction ; but observation of pathological specimens has shown 
tiiat it is, on the contrary, almost always trsnsverae, the peculiar deformity 
arisiug not bo much from the overlapping of the frogmenta, aa from the direc- 
tion of the displacement by muscular action. Dr. Smith, of Bublin, in twenty 
•peeimens which he examined, found the fraeture to have a transverse direc- 
tion in eighteen. In the present specimen it is transverse. 

Dr. W. said that he would avail himself of this opportunity to show a very 
I efficient apparatus for making extension in fraxitures of the lower extremity 
. (if the radius, contrived hj Professor Beaumont, of Toronto, Ia whom the 
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profijssjon is indebted for the invention of many ingeaioDS enrgicnl instni- 
mentg, gome of which have heen for a long time in use at our Ho!ipital. 

This apparatus consists of an angular splint, made of gutta-percha, adopted 
to the bend of the elbow. To this is attached a bar of iron, which extends 
beyond the hand, and is then bent to a right angle. This latt«r portion bis 
Utached to it two axles, with ratchet wheels, for the purpose of making e%- 
tensiou by moans of cords attached to a leather cap laced to tbo wrii^t just 
above the joint. In addition, there are two small splints odupled to the 
anterior and posterior part of the forearm. 

The following extract from the letter of Dr. Beaumont to Dr. W., deacribea 
the method of application : — 

"The patient's arm and forearm, having been bent at a right angle, should 
be placed in the angular splint, and there fixed by a bandage. A piece of 
gutta-percha, of the shape of the leather oap, may then be softened and wrnp- 
ped round the carpus and met.icarpns, in order to protect the hkin from the 
very painful pressure; and when the gutta-percha has become hard, the enp 
is to be laced tightly over it, and iu such a manner that one Inup of the cap 
shall he on the radial border of the metacarpus, and the other loop on the 
ulnar border. The strings from these loops may, by turning the Mies, be 
more or leas tightened, so as to keep up permanent extension, which will he 
as nearly as possible in the ax» of the broken radius, and the distut fragment 
will thereby be drawn very nearly into its normal relative position with the 
proximal fragment. The extension should be so gradually made as to remove 
the di:<placement with little or no pain to the patient; but should the exten- 
sion become painful, it may be letcseucd by throwing the catch out of the 
teeth of the rat«het-wheel, and allowing the axle to revolve backwards. The 
anterior and posterior splints need not be applied for the first week, especially if 
the distal end of the forearm shoald be much swollen and inflamed, and as tills 
part may be left exposed iu its whole ciruuuifcreuce, ho can very effectually 
apply cold evaporating lotions, and van see and feel that the fragments are in 
their normal relative positions before applying the anterior and posterior splints. 
Tbi-se splints are made to roach very nearly t<i the carpus, and, as you see, 
are so made as lo press most against the interosseous space (so as to preserve 
its width), and also to prevent pressure in a direction from radius to uln&." 

Dr. Beaumont also thinks this appurutus might be found useful in fractures at 
other parts of the railiuB, also in fractures of the coronoid process of the ulna, 
with dislocation backwards, and in ^ctures of the humerus just above the 
condyles, when the ktter and the bones of the forearm are drawn backwards. 

Off. 8. — l);docnU;n of the Hip-joint, mU other Injari-n. Dr. J. M. 
WabRBN. — I'hc patient, a man about thirty years old, was buried under a 
bonk of eurth. On being dug out, he was brought lo the Hospital about four 
hours after the acoidtut, and seen by Dr. Warreu. 

On eiamiDation, it was found that he was labouring under a slight con- 
cussion of tbe brain ; that the right hip vras dislocated, the limb being inverted 
and shortened two and a half inches. The left testicle had been torn out 
from tbe scrotum, and hung suspended by the spermatic cord ; it was covered 
with gravel, and the extcrniil tunic was so dry, from exposure, as to crackle like 
parchment. As the vessels still continued to pulsate, Dr. ^V. determined to 
woke efforts to preserve it. It was, therefore, temporarily enveloped in a com- 
press wet with warin water. The pstient was now placed under tbe full 
influence of chloric ether, with a. view to the reduollon of the dislooaljon. Tbe 
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fbrce of the pulleys being applied, although a perfect atate of relaxation from 
the effect of ibe aDicstbctic ngent seemed Co exist, it required contiDued effort 
fer ten or fifteen minutes before the miuolea conoeroed in the production of 
the dislocation began to yiold- The limb was graduallj brought down, and 
wheu the head of the bone came opposite the socket, a slight rotatory move- 
ment being given to it, it slipped in with it distinct report. On moving the 
limb lifter tlie reduction, an uncommoDlj loud cartilaginous crepitus could he 
heani, and this sjriupUim, iu a modified furm, continued for five or six weeks 
tttui the accident, when the patient was recovered suffioieutlj to walk about 
the ward. 

Attention was nest given t« the testicle The scrotum having strongly 
Bontrauted, it was fuund to be a matter of some difficulty to return it, which 
waa finally effected bv seizing the scrotum with the fingers, and then forcibly 
crowding in the testicle, through the wound, with the thumbs, couSniug it 
thus unti] two or three sutures were made in the integuments. 

More than two muDths li»ve elapsed since the occurrence of the accident, 
uid the patjent, when last seen, was recovering the use of the injured limb. 
The wound in the Bcrotum healed well, and the testicle seems to have suf- 
fered but little from the exposure it wiui subjected to. 

The application of the extending force was, iu the present instnnce, made 
from the auklc, and was found much more convenient than by the onlinar; 
method from the lower part of the thigh, No subsequent incouvenioDce was 
experienced by the puiieot in tbe knee-joint. He had some pains and swelliijg 
lu the ankle-joint, a number of days after the injury, but whether it resnlted 
from tbe accident, wiiieh was a complicated one, or was in any way connected 
with the manner in which the extending force was applied, it wae impossible 
to determine. 

Deeemher 8. — Bi/dro-Nephroiia. — Dr. Gav eihibited the specimen, taken 
from a dissecting-room subject. The kidney, with the pelvis, is dilated into 
A thin cyst, and about the size of the fist ; somewhat sacculated internally, 
but without any trace of renal structure. Ureter of about the usual sixe, but 
ends in a cul-de-sac, within an inch of its origin. The cyst was filled with a 
thin red liquid, which, having been examined by Dr. Sacon, was found to be 
a serous fluid, slightly acid, and containing a large amount of albumen ; with 
bnt little saline matter, except the triple phosphate, of which there is a con- 
aiderable proportion. No urea, nnr urio acid. Specific gravity I.OIT. The 
wd colour is owing to heematin, not contained in the blood-discs, bnt dissolved 
in the ftuid. Epithelium cells seen under the microscope. On being heated, 
the fluid gives out a disagreeable, hut not a urinousodourj which last Dr. G-. 
thinks it had when recent. Dr. B. remarked that the triple phosphate was 
the only substance fuuad that can he considered as belonging to the urine; but 
that the oocBsiiual presence of crystals of this salt on the peritoneum, &a., 
shows that it may occur in other secretions besides the urine. 

December 8. — Taenia So/ium, Ajipearancts nftheBead of the Worm. — Case 
reported by Dr, iNoiiiis. The patient was thirty-eight years of age, and a man 
of intemperate habits. Last April, and during an attack of pneumonia, bo 
passed about ih feet of the worm, many of the joints being but very slightly 
connected; and that was the first knowledge that he hod of its existence. In 
the course of tUe summer, joints OLX.'asionu]lj came away, and espPciHlly when 
be walked fast. About tbe last of November, he consulted Dr. I., on account 
of an oppression at the epigafitriam; and under the use of medicine lie efr 
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pelleJ, ID the course of a day or two, a conBidenible piece of the worm. A 
few days afterwards Dr. I, was sent for, and found him in bed with aeciti-a. 
Castor oil sad the oil of turpentine were given, and seven feet of the worm 
were expelled. The ascites continued, general dropsy supervened, and he died 
about two weeka ago; a granuluWd liver being found W explain the droptty. 

The dissection was made by Dr. Jackson, and the intestines were opened, 
a few inches at a time, and carefully examined. Throughout the email intes- 
tine there was a great quantity of very lenaeious, pasty mucus, mncfa of it 
being deeply ooloured with bile; and, in the large intestine, a oon^derable 
quantity of grayish feces; the mucous membrane itself being healthy in ap- 
pearance. About the middle of tLe small intestine, and lying free in its 
cavity, though buried in mucns, a portion of the worm was found, about thrc« 
inches in length and very slender; and this was the only trace of it that was 
discovered. 

The specimen having been submitted to Dr, Gonld for examination, be dis- 
covered at once the characteristic appearances of the head of the parasite, the 
bulging, club-shaped extremity, and the four oval orifices. In the centre was 
a minute pit, bnt no marked orifice, and certainly no trace of the coronet of 
hooks, as usually repreeouted. Tho fact of the existence of these last has been 
sometimes questioned; but when not seen, Dr. G. imagines that they are 
simply inverted, as represented in some of Blanchard's figures, which were 
sbuwii to the Society {Anmdct ila Sc. Ntif., 1S48). Dr. G. showed the draw- 
ings that he had made of the above appearances as seen under the microscope; 
and he remarked particularly upon the imperfect division into joints, authors 
generally describing them as if they were continued quite to the head, and 
even Blanchard representing them as much more distinct than they are 
seen to be in the present specimen. For the first three-fourths of an inch 
or more, there is no trace of joints; after which they begin to appear upon 
the edges, and gradually come to extend quite across, being at first exceedingly 
short. Dr. Jackson remarked upon a statement mode by lllanchard, that 
with some exceptions the genital orifices open alternately upon dilferent sides 
in the suocessive joints, couformably with the general descriptions. Dr. J., 
however, has always found greater irregularity in this respect, and is inclined 
to regard it as an accidental circumstance, whether they open upon one aide 
or the other; the orifices being sometimes upon the same side of tho parasite, 
for ten or twelve succesuve joints. 

Dncember 8. — Ttimourf-mn SubmaiillurT/ Region. — Dr. H. J. BioelOW 
exhibited the tumour which he removed, on Saturday last, from a boy of 11 
years, at tho Hospital. Its growth bad been rather rapid ; five months in 
attaining the size of a medium potato. It oame on after an nttack rescmbting 
mumps. The patient, likewise, bad struck his face against a tree; a swelling, 
under the integuments, soon arose, of the siee of a bean ; when examined, pre- 
vious to its removal, it had nut the knobbed feel of non-malignant growtbi. 
On dissecting up the inieguroonts, it was found to adhere very closely through- 
out, the fibres being interlocked with those of the raasaeter muscle. A large, 
bifurcated, nutrient artery required a ligature on each branch. Dr, B. reganls 
the tumour as encephaloid in iis nature. The microscope reveals, chiefiy, 
cells similar in siie to pus globules, with nuclei and nucleoli. Dr. B. showed 
two duguorreotypos of tho patient, taken before the operation. 

December 8. — Strittir/ulaled Henaa. Jmportnnre nf an Earli/ Rttort to the 
OjieraCioHfthe TaxitfaUing. — Dr. H. J. BloELow reported the cose, wbicb hod 
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recently occurred. A Indy, 66 years of age, for many years the subject of crural 
herDia of the right side, which she had been able to reduce herself, got it 
■trangulated ; the hernial tumour came down at 8 o'clnck A. M., and pain 
commenced at 11 o'clock A.M. Taiis ineffectual, even in the etherized 
Bittte. The operation, at 7 P. M., discovered a tetise, strongly girt, maroon- 
coloured loop of intestine, which was reduced; the pulse, that night, 06; 
next morning, 84. Bowels open, naturafli/, the night of the operation, and 
iince. There was no vomiting. Dr. B. remarked the advantage of an early 
resort to the operation in cases of Btrangulation, when taxis, once &>irly tried, 
is ineffectaal. 

Dftember 8. — Oronp. — Compound Tiacfure of Chlon/ontl asa Remedy. — 
Dr. Steono was consult«d, late on Sunday evening, in reference to a case of 
alleged croup. Theparc-ots hail been familiarwitbtbediseaae. Afler inquiriog 
respecting the symptoms, it was thought best to send directions for the treat- 
ment, with the understanding that it should be tried, and ifwithout any relief, 
Dr. S. was to be summoned in the night — otherwise to visit neit morning. The 
child is abfiut two years old. The prescription fur the night was hydrargyri 
Bubsulphutis 9ss ; pulvis ipecacuanhas 9j ; pnlvis ipecac, et opii gr. vj ; misce 
et div. in chart, no. vj ; one powder to be g^ven every fifteen minutes until 
free vomiting was induced; the feet to be first placed in warm water; and ia 
case of no relief, or if there should be a temporary relief, and then a retnm 
of symptoms, the same to be repealed after an interval of two hours. Dr. S. 
saw the child the nest forenoon, and learned that the emetic had been taken, 
with some temporary relief; the child, at his visit, had <|uick, laborifus 
breathing, with a croupy cough, aggravated from time to time, and the 
peculiar, dry, sonorous character of the respiration incident to the worst forms 
of croup; the coantenanoe, at times, livid. The throat, carefully examined 
by sunlight, showed white lymph upon both tonsils and over the fauces. Hav- 
ing treated other cases like this without avail, Br, 8, was strongly impressed 
with the idea that the child would die, and so expressed himself. A 
cathartic was prescribed, the bowels being confined; and compound tincture 
of chloroform was freely applied, by cloths saturated with it, to the neck, and 
the fauces and tonsils were wetted with it by means of a linen " swab," The 
olotha were re-moistened, and applied as soon as they became dry; and this 
was persevered in through the day, the applications and swabbing being 
attended to perhaps as often as once an hour. At a visit made that evening, 
i directed for the ensuing night, with tbe addition of a 
, which was to be repeated every two to four hours, 
ir were not, urgent, 

lild was better; there had been no attacks of severe 
intervais when the breathing was nearly natural, 
till continued ; the application to the throat to be 
t longer intervals : in the evening of this day all the croupy symptoms 
were gone, and the child recovered rapidly. Auscultation detected evidences 
of bronchitis. 

The compound tincture of chloroform has been used by Dr. S. in incipient 
infiammatious — as in bubo, in infiamed glands of the neck, paronychia, and 
deep-seated inflammation of the hand; also, in infiamed and ulcerated gums; 
and, so far, with most marked advantage. 

Dr. Henhi J. BiGBLOW asked whether the emetic medicine or the tincture 
should be considered the curative agent? 

Dr. Strong replied that the emetic caused only a temporary allev 
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the sj'iiipIomB; he aJded, that the tinctore was usmI of the full strength ; it 
contain!' Home tannin. 

Dr. BuHKEE inquired if Dr. S. would apply the tiucture to tbo a^eded 
parts in cases of " sore mouth ?" 

Dr. S. applied affirmatively. 

J)etxmber 8. — Chronic BiotKhiti* — Dilatiilmn of ike Bronrhi'. — Dr. Bow- 
DITCii reported the following case : A girl of 13 years, stout, plump, and gene- 
rally in good health, but liable to a cough with purulent expectoration, from the 
age of three years, was the aubjeet. This cough followed u mild atbtck of 
iiieasle)<, and hod been constant ever since, save for a few weeks while the 
patient was residing in Maryland. During all the time that she reniiuned 
there (Bevcrul months] she had less cough than when at the Nortli ; but it 
never wholly left her, except as named above. 

At Unies she bad been a great s.ufferer, and had been confined to the honw 
with aggravation of symptoms, some febrile exacerbation, and more cough, and 
expecturutiou of a half pint or more of purulent mucus, daily. On eutronee 
at the Mass. Gen. Hospital, she was raising this amount, uniformly opaqne, 
and raii>ed with the utmost freedom. A slight effort only was required to 
enable her to expectorate. Her functions, generally, were well performed, 
and she was able to sit up and move about, without much apparent difficulty. 
On percussion, less resonance over whole of left back than in the normal state. 
Tubular respiration and great resonance of voice in the some region. Similar 
reaunance and tubnLir respiration at the middle of the back, extending eome- 
what towards the apex of the lung. On inspection, the left scapula was ncom 
to the vortebrffi thau the right one, and its lower angle was lower, but in no 
other respect was there any difference between the two sides. 

Dr. B. regarded the cose as one of dilated bronehi, and not of phthisis, at 
had been supposed before patient' ^g entrants at the llospitul. The length of 
time the cough had lasted, the extensive tubular respiration, with little or no 
allemtian of the health, wore his reasons for this opinion. 

DavmiberS. — MaliealJuritpruiIeiice, ttc. — Br. Storeb asked the indulgcnoe 
of the Society for a few moments, while he referred to a subject of u personal db- 
lure. He observed : "A few months since, I hod the honour to address the Mat- 
sachuasetts Medical Society upon the subjeet of Medical Jurisprudenuu. While 
dwelling upon the responHibilities of the physioiaii when compelled to be present 
in a court of justice, 1 made the fullowing remarks: ' The most paiufui duty 
a medical man is called upon to perform in a court of law, if the cads of jot- 
tioe absolutely require it, is to divulge the secrets of his patients, reposed ID 
him in the course of professioDal confidence. However great miiy be iha 
struggle within him — however willing and ready he may fuel to make almort 
any suorifice, save that of his integrity, to keep forever locked in his boson 
what was sacredly deposited there, the laws of his country are panuaouDt to 
alt other boaiU.' And after adducing Lord Mansfield's charge to Mr. Hawkins, 
ia the trial of tbe Duchess of Kiogston, I continued: 'Thus there is no a[qwaL 
Those fiu'ts tnu.it be stated which are necessary to further the ends of justice. 
The greatest cautioa should be used, however, to prevent anything being rntdt 
publiu, ihiit can be suppressed, which can wound the feelings or injurii tiw 
reputation of a patient. 1-Jvuu tbo members of the bur look with pity aod 
couteiupt upon the mi^diual wiluess who voluntarily exposes :tiiy prates^lona! 
confidence.' 
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" For such opinions, a writer in the last numhor of the Charlalim Medical 
Journal has taken ninbragu, and seen fit to nriCe mc quite a hamity upon the 
■abject, 08 follows: ' We regret eiceeiiinglj thikt ve are forced to take ex- 
ception to, and enter a protest agaiuat, the view» expreaaed by Dr. Storer, in 
Reference to the alleged obligation of the physician to reveal aecreta that are 
mtruBtcd to his profcmiooal safeguard. For the honour of the profession, ne 
trust that Dr. Slorer's opinions nave received the concurrence of no one; for, 
if pmcticallj adopted, they woald soon bring our noble, oar divine calling, 
into merited disrespect and obloquy.' And again ; ' Admitting that the Ibwh 
of some, if not all countries, make it compalsory on physicians to divulge all 
Mcrete which come to tbeir knowledge, we maintain that the binding force of 
the moral, to preserve ibem, fer transcends that of the leffol, obligation to 
reveal them ; and let it not be said that this is a practical application of the 
political ' higher laV doctrine, at present held by a few fanatics in the United 
Btales, for there is not the slightest similitude of the one to the other.' 

" Hud these remarks emanated from any other source, I might have felt called 
Spon to repel with contempt the insinuation, even, that I wonid at any time 
vxprcss an opinion, which, ' if practically adopted, would soon bring our 
divine calling into merited disrespect and obloquy.' But T have not the heart 
to cherish an unkind feeling — I will not allow myself to make a remark which 
Ban be so construed, towards any member of our profession iu that city, where 
your delegates were lately received witli the most unbounded kindness and 
hospitality, and the remembrance of whom awakens in my bosom the most 
pMeful associations. 

" I would merely observe that, in a conversation with Professor Groenleaf 
upon the accuracy of my remarks, he assured me that 1 was perfectly correct, 
that the ground 1 assumed was the right ground — and, at the same time, stated 
that he hud devoted bnt a single line to the subject in the last edition of his 
Liiw nf Eeidrnn (vol. i., p. 316, section 248), because, to nse his words, he 
(KiDsidered it as ' settled law.' 

" To my reviewer I would reiterate my aawrtion, that I know no higher law 
than the law of the land — it is supreme. " 

Derfmber 22. — Uoiih/ Deposit. — Dr. Jacksox showed the apecimens, 
taken from a man who had been much subject to gout, and who hod died 
recently at the Hospital, of Brigbt's disease. Both great toe joints, and the 
metatarso-cuneiform loiik as if a fine wliite powder bad been sprinkled over 
Ifie free synovial surface. There was also immediately beneath the skin, over 
I vae of the great toe joints, a white pasty deposit, in a sort of cavity about one 
sad a half lines in diameter, with a trace of the same deposit in the neigh- 
bouring cellular tissue. The other joints were not examined. The deposit 
WM examined by Dr. John Bacon, Jun., who found it to consist of the urate 
of soda, with a little chloride of sodium and phosphate of lime, and a con- 
■idenible proportion of animal matter. Microscopically, it bad a granular 
appeara'ace, but contained no distinct crystals. Dr. J. remarked upou this as 
being the first case in which he had seen this deposit. 

Dteember 22. — Crotip Fatal on the Fourteenth Daj/,and nfter the Expectora- 
tion of lilt Membrane. — Dr. Jackson eabibited the specimen, and reported 
Ae case, which occurred in the practice of Dr. Weld, of Rosbury. The ^ 
Heal waaa Uttle gtrl, six and a half years old, and had, from the first, aphonia, 
, cbgiBg cough, hoarse breathing, and fever. On Thursday, whioh was the 
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fiiurth daj of the disease, the throat was examined for the firet time, and lympU 
waa seen. Oo FriJaj t!ie child began tn espeetorute the membrane, and con- 
tinoed to do BO almost diiily until Ihe following Tuesday; a tubular portion, 
about one aud a half inobes iu length, and apparently from the trachea, being 
at one lime thrown off. A solution of the nitrate of silver waa applied freely 
to the fauces. — The esamination was made yesterday by Dr. J,, who found 
ulceration of the tonsils, with traces of lymph, in the Inryns and fauces, only. 
Throughout the trachea, the mucous membrane was of a deep red colour, and 
had the appearance of erosion and thickening, somewhat as in the case of gran- 
ular conjonctivitis; several of the bronchi were similarly, though leas af- 
fected, most of them being unchanged; nothing of the kind was observed in 
the larynx or fences. So far as the inflammation extended, the membraoe 
waa smeared over pretty thickly with a thin, reddish, dirty-looking pus; the 
secretion in the bronchia being generally puriform and not eoloured, and there 
being nowhere any of the transparent, viscid secretion usually seen in croup. 
Dr. C. E. Ware remarked, in connection with a case of croup which be re- 
ported at the last meeting of the Society, that he did not consider the bnuwD 
ringing oough as characteristic of the membranous form of the disease. The 
observation was confirmed by Dr. Jackson, who thought it rather a favourable 
ugn than otherwise, and as indicative of a spasmodic stale of the parts; the 
vocal cords being, as it would seem, in a less favourable state for the produo- 
tion of the sound in question, when covered with lymph. 

December 22. — Old and oetenMee OeefOas Disease — ContractUm o/ num«- 
rout Miada and Tendont — Divinmi o/Oiete and Amputali'on o/the Leg. — Dr. 
Faskman presented the bones of the ankle, and gave the following histmy. 
A tnan, aged forty -Gve, came under his oare at the Hospital, haring been bed- 
ridden a number of years, presenting the following appearances. The thiglu 
were flexed at a right angle upon the trunk, and extension rendered impoaaible 
from contraction of the sartorius, rectus, and icnsar vaginsB femoris muscles of 
cither side : the legs were also bent on the thighs at a right angle, and exten- 
sion was impossible on the right side from bony anchylopis, consequent upon old 
disease of the joint, many pieces of bone having been discharged in past yean 
&om openings, the scars of which were still evident; on the left aide, extennon 
was equally impossible, from contraction of the hant-string muscles. The bonei 
of the right anttle-joint were extensively carious, as shown by a probe admitted 
through numerous fistulous openings. Over the superior posterior spine of 
the left ilium there was a fistulous opening, and the probe detected a movable 
sequestrum, of the size of a large bullet. 

Within the space of three months, at several operations, the contracted 
tendons and mnscles were all divided, the thighs made straight upon the body 
and the left leg upon the thigh, the sequestrum from the back removed, ana 
the right leg amputated. The patient was discharged very much improved in 
his general health, from the rcmovnJ of such causes of irritation, and hie limbs 
were in such a situation as to furnish a hope of their future usefulness. 

The bones of the ankle from the amputated leg present a fine specinlen 
of old caries, the result of tubercular deposit, and are preserved in the Sodety's 
cabinet. 

December 22. — Scirrhout Tuntoar. — Dr. Minot exhibited the specitnen, 
which was of about the aiie of a large chestnut. The patient was a wooua 
of eighty years, whose right breast had been removed by Dr. J. M. Wajmo, 
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in carcinomatous tumour, four jears ago. Since that time she bad no sjmp- 
tom of return of the disease, until about n year ago, when she perceived a 
•mail, bard lump in the cicatrix left by the operation. It was, at times, quit« 
painful, and continued to increase slowly in size, until its removal, on the 
SOth of December. 

Dr. Warren remarked that the case woa an interesting one, on account of 
the age of the patient and the great length of time during which the disease 
had existed, without producing anj apparent general eifect upon the sjst«m. 
Be removed the breast in October, 1847, at the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital, at which time the patient gave the following account of her case. That 
she had always enjoyed good health, with the exception of the present disease; 
when (|uile young, a " boil" formed near the nipple of the right breast, which, 
■ft«r discharging, left a permaoent induration at the spot. This induration 
gradually increased, and had troubled her more or less for the laet heentt/jean. 
At the time of the operation, the whole breast seemed involved in the disease, 
^0 nipple was retracted and a bloody serum issued from it. The edges of the 
wound were brought into apposition after the operation, and healed without 
ftny untoward symptom, 

Dr. Warren mentioned another instance of recurrence of cancerous disease, 
btlcly observed by him in a woman of sixtj.fivo years. Eleven years ago he 
was called to the patient, who had been tampered with by a "cancer doctor." 
Dr. W. removed the tumour then exiating,together with some indurated axillary 
glands. For ten years she was perfectly well. Dr. W. then had occasion to 
remove a small moss from the cicatrix. Milk remained in this breast for three 
years after nursing ber lost child, and there was none in the other breast. 
Habitual obstinate constipation, even to the extent of sixteen days without an 
evacuation of the bowels, accompanied by nausea, aSicted the patient. 

Dec. 22. — iVolteu Lead poural into t!ie Ear with Murderous Iiitrnl. — Re- 
ported by Dr. Atxet : the patient being at New Orleans, in the Charity 
nospital, under the care of Dr. Wkdebstiianut. A man, after a fit of in- 
toxication from whiskey, awoke up with an uneasy sensation about his head 
and right ear. On examination by his physician, it was found that a quantity 
of melted lead liail been poured into his ear while ho was in a stale of insen- 
nbility ; it occupied the meatus extemus, and how for inward it had ex- 
tended it was difficult to determine. The lead was so firmly imbedded, 
however, that it was proof against extraction by the most skilful efforts. The 
man did not compluin of excruciating pain, but was anxious about the final 
teault. The opinion expressed at the time was that there was no immediate 
danger to the man's life, but apprehensions were entertained that iuflammation 
would be lighted up by the presence of the lead in the surrounding structures, 
which, if propagated to the brain, would, without doubt, be productive of 
ieriouB results. The opinion rested in part on the invaluable observations of 
Abercrombie and Watson, both of whom dwell particularly on the danger 
uid frei[uenej of inflammation of the brain and its membranes supervening on 
otorrbva and caries of the bones of the ear. Bearing in mind the aoatomy of 
the ear and the thickness of the petroua portion of the temporal bone, and also 
tberapidity with which lead cools, aud the difficulty of causing it to tun through 
smalt openings, no danger was apprehended of its coming into immediate 
contact with the brain by taking the course of any foramina of the internal 
ear. The man remained a week or two iu the Hotpilal, and all he cumplained 
that time, was deafness in the ear affected, with obtuse pain and 




m 

214 ExCractt from Soe. for Med. Improvement. 

palsj of tb&t side of the face, the result of iojnry of the portio-dun of Um 
seventh pair of oerveii. 

He finally left the Hospital, and ri»uiiie<i his occupation as a labnarcr oa 
the wharf, and caioe occii^ionallyduring severol months to visit his phyBJoian, 
the lead always remuining firmly fixed in his car, aceompaoied with a profuse 
purulent discharge. It was supposed that suppuration vould in time he 
eatabliehod, whereby the lead would be loosened, like any other foreign eub- 
stouoe, and be expelled from its situation, About three weeks aince he 
returned (o the Hospital, the lead still in bis ear, although seventeen mouths 
have elapsed since the accident. 

Feb. 9. — A letter from the house-surgeon, Dr. W., under date of January 
26th, ropresAti that the man called at the Hospital early in Januaiy to ob- 
tain medical qdvice. Ue was nearly in the same state aa at the last report, 
able to follow his occupation as a daily labourer. The paralysis of the right 
ude of the iace, the pain on tliat side, the discharge from the car, were tbe 
same — but there was a difficulty in closing the eyelid on the palsied side, 
vhich caused a profuse lachrymation. The lead could be distinctly felt, and 
was as firmly impacted as ever. A fanguus growth occupied the meatus ex- 
t«rnuB. Dr. W. ju,itly remarks, that considering the length of time which 
has elapsed since the accident, it is remarkable that tbe lead should not have 
been loosened, or that inflammation of the membranes of the brain should not 
have been occasioned by the presence of a foreign body, which was only eop^ 
rated from them by the petrous portion of the temporal bone. 

/Jee. 22.— 5wtWc/i DU.ippeuranre of a. Tutnour i,i the Brenrt.— A wonisB 
applied to Dr. Chas. B. Waae in tbe seveutb month of preg;naDcy. 8be 
had a tumour in the right brt^ast, which she had first observed about two yoars 
before ; it was then about iho bik of a hazelnut. As it gave her no iutou- 
Yunience; she paid no attention to it. About sis weeks before she ap]ilied 
to Dr. Ware, she noticed that it was increasing, and she began to axptimnae 
sharp lannnating pains in it. 

When Dr. Ware saw it, it appeared to be about half the size of a pigeon'* 
egg, situated in the right breast, about an inch and a half from the nipple, 
towards the axilla. It was pretty well defined, and not tender on quite rongh 
handling. There was a hlu»h of red on the skin over it; but that, the woman 
said, hod come on that morning, and was owing to the pressure of her drees. 
She WLiH too large and fleshy to enable one to decide whether the tumour was 
in the gland or over it. The skin did not move very freely over it, aldiaugti 
it did not appear to be involved in the disease. The glands in the axiUi 
were not in the least degree swollen or tender. 

Considering the uncertainty of its nature, tbe objections which there would 
be to removing it during lactation, should it be found necessary or eipedieot, 
the danger of delay if it should be maligttaut, and its apparently isolated 
character, she woe advised to have it removed, ^he hesitated about the opem. 
tioQ, and in about three weeks the tumour had entirely disappeared without 
treatment. 

Dr. Wore also alluded to a case which he hod reported to the Society some 
years since, of a small tumour of the side, which liad existed for about twulre 
months, and which was increasing in mm. The woman, however, prefermd 
the ailvice of a mesmerist, who recommended her to touch it with her own 
Bslivft daily. Site got rid of tbe tumour in about a fortnighL Probably the 
aotive condition of the tumour which induced the patient to apply for advioe, 
was the cause, in both instances, of its removal. 
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January 12. — Angina Pectoris, — Dr. Jackbon exhibited the heart taken 
from a patient whom ho had recently examined^ and showing extensive ossifi- 
cation of the coronary arteries, without any other change excepting an atrophy 
of the ventricular portion of the organ ; which last, as has been remarked by 
various writers, is probably owing to the diseased state of the nutrient vessels 
and the imperfect supply of blood. The caso occurred in the practice 
of Dr. Webber, of Cambridgeport| and the patient was an old lady, 70 years 
of age^ very fleshy, and had been subject| for five or six years, to paroxysms 
of great distress about the region of the heart, with numbness down the left 
upper extremity^ lividity, and feeble pulse, obliging her to give up all active 
exercise. 

!L'he large intestine was loaded with fat, and, as frequently happens when 
this is the case, the mucous membrane formed numerous little herniary sao- 
culi, many of them extremely thin, and some containing masses of indurated 
feces, as calculi are sometimes found in a sacculated urinary bladder. 

At the next meeting, Dr. Jackson reported a hospital case that be had since- 
examined, and in which the coronary arteries were ossified, but without any 
cardiac afiection, so far as was known during life; though, after the patient's 
death, his wife reported^ on inquiry, some symptoms that may have been 
referable to the heart. 

IntnsiusccptioH fijfa^f idfhout comphfe Stranyidation. — Dr. Snow exhibited 
the parts, and read a full history of the case sent by Dr. Cotting, of 
Iloxbury, in whose practice it occurred. The patient was a healthy male 
infant, six mouths old. On Thursday, P. M., the 8th inst., it had two 
small, loose dejections, with traces of blood ) about midnight, a large, loose, 
mucous, and bloody dejection; and towards morning another, without 
puin. On Friday morning, Dr. Cotting found it slightly unwell, with rest- 
leftsoess, nausea, and occasional distress, which was referable to the bowels. 
liyd. c. oreta was given; and, for the night, Dover's powder. On Saturday 
moniing, the di.stress had greatly increased, but without any marked heat, 
tenderness, or fulness of the abdomen; slight retching; no dejection; rest- 
lessness and thirst greater, and pulse very rapid. Half an ounce of castor-oil 
was given and retained. At 2 P. M., it was found moribund, gasping, and 
gagging. Had hod a pretty large focal and bloody dejection between 10 
and II o'clock, after which the abdomen began to swell, and became greatly 
enlarged. Intussusception was diagnosticated, and several attempts were mado 
to force water up into the bowels, but without LlFoct. Jusit before death, which 
occurred at G P. jM., it threw off a little thin liquid, but it could hardly be 
called vomiting; and this was the only time that anything was thrown from 
the stomach during the attack. Neither wiis there ever any proper tenes- 
mus ; though throughout the last day there was very frequent and sudden 
action of the abdominal muscles, a sort of incomplete, abruptly-terminating, 
strain. 

On dissection, the ileum was found to have ptissed tlirough the coocum and 
into the ascending cohm; the whole lying about over the right kidney, and 
red from increased vascularity, but soft, and so far from being strangulated 
as to be withdrawn by very slight traction. Appendix cocci scarcely involved. 
Upon the inner portion of the intestine, Peyor*s glands were as much developed 
aa in typhoid fever, being quite soft, with some red points and some lymph 
upon the surface, which was very irregular; the mucous membrane itself being 
not remarkable. Upon the middle portion the mucous membrane was mo- 
derately red and rugous for about half its extent from the free extreuiity, but 
17 
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nilhout much mucus, and vitli uo blood or lyniph. The passage throufb 
the iulusausccptiou, bcfnre it wu withdrawn, seemed eufficiently free; Vae 
inteatiDE nbovc being filled with Utjuid, nod that below compnxiktively empty. 

DUeiine nf Kiipf-Joiiil, of ttcentr/ year^ ihiratioa — A'o treafment duripff 
thai jieriod — Amputation. — Dr. II. J. Bioelow showed the specimen, 
lately removed by him from a young man who hod gone about with it neitrly 
all hia life, suSering, comparatively, but littls pain. The cartilage had 
undergone the eo-calicd " pulpy degenerution," and, in BevenU points, the 
bone waa denuded. Dr. B. reniarlted that, previously to amputation, he had 
spoken of the oocasional deceptivcnesa of the fluctuating feel, as imliua^ve of 
the presence of fluid; hut he had not supposed it deceptive in ihln caw. On 
esaniination, however, no fluid was found ; but a drpmil "ffal, infiltrated witli 
scrum, existed between the patella and the tibia, two and a half inchea thick, 
and by this was the fluctuating sensation caused. The patient is now well, 
with goixl union of the stump. 

Dr. Bigelow also reported the two following cases, and exhibited the spvei- 
ntena:— 

First. Pavliorfmiform tumour iio-npi/hiQ (he ir/wfe Irfi Otigk. The pa- 
tient was a female ; the swelling, twenty-four inches in circumference at its 
largest part, gave to the touch a sense of ascitic fluctuation; its surface £iaooUi; 
originally small, it had existed for seven months, with but slight pain. 

Exploration by acupuncture furnished two teaspoonfuls of watery blood j a 
few days afterwards, a small incision made in the lower portion of the ewelUBg 
allowed the finger to reach a mass of a placental feel, and a jet of blood, «&d 
then coagula, followed its withdmwal. 

There had been little doubt as to the existence of enccphaloid disease, bat 
DO indications of this were detected by Itiicroscopio examination. After the 
above operation, the patient, previously much reduced, suffered an increase of 
an inch in the tumour within twcntj'four hours, and died during the eubse- 
(juent week. The pott-murlem appearances were: lat. A aao filled with 
blood and coagnia, the before-mentioned fusiform swelling. 2diy. The femur, 
stripped nearly bare of muscles, was abiaded in one or two spots near the 
trochanter minor, and a small hole was discovered, piercing its shaft, the me- 
dullary cavity highly inflamed throughout, and traces of inflammation running 
into the cancellated structure of the femoral extremities. No free pus din- 
covered. 

Dr. Jackson remarked the apparent enccphaloid natura which one porlioa 
of the discharged material exhibited. 

Dr. Bigelow replied that this hod been carefully examined by him ander 
the microscope, and that it was coacrctc pus. 

Dr. IxcEiBS mentioned a case, somewhat analogous, arising from over■«xe^ 
tion of the limb; the swelling fusiform; pus was finally discharged. Tbe 
patient is now thought to have necrosis. 

Secondly. Dr. Bioeliiw presented a specimen of Offeoid Carter of ihe 
Femur, taken frum a man of 22 years, who, while going up stairs, " felt 
Bometbing gire way," aud soon after noticed a tumour in the bam, which graw 
rapidly, but was withiiut pulsation. Lecchei^ applied by the patient wen 
inefleolual. Dr. B. saw him in tlie country, and, pronouncing the diwast 
mklignaot, mlviscd amputation. Previous exploratory incision detected can- 
corous tissue. The operation was done. This tumour, like the former, was 
fusiform; no disea^ of the knee-joint. 

On sawing tbo bone, Dr. U. found what he had never previously aeeo id 
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the recent state — trae osteoid cancer; a mass of triable, porous, fine stractnrei 
eorresponding in appearance to pumice-stone ; its consistence chalky. 

This disease has been known to return upon the system as bone, in varions 
organs, as the lungs, veins, &c. Dr. B. pointed out a nodule of encephaloid 
matter in sound medullary tissue, half way up the shaft of the femur, which 
showed the mode of return and propagation of the disease in the continuity 
of a bone. 

Incisor Teeth from the Lower Jaxo of a newly -horn Child.'^Dr, GrOULD 
presented these, which were loose in the jaw, and, causing irritation to the 
child's gums and to the mother's nipples, were removed. 

Dr. G. said that Dewees mentions having seen but one case of the kind. 
It is stated that children bom thus are short-lived. The teeth, in this 
instance, are of the size usually observed in children of 18 months. 

Decidua in an Uiiimpregnatetl Uterus. — The case occurred in the prac- 
tice of Dr. Greene, who was culled to the patient when she was in a state 
of stupor, having taken, it was said, about an ounce of the oil of tansy, 
and from the efiects of which she soon died. She was about 25 years of 
age, a woman of dissolute habits, and, according to her sister's report, con- 
sidered herself pregnant, as there had been vomiting, with suppression of 
the catamenia, for the last three months. Besides the large dose of poison, 
there was reason to suppose that she had been taking smaller doses occasionally 
during the last month. 

The dissection was made by Dr. Ainsworth, and the parts were exhibited 
to the Society by Dr. Jackson. The uterus is not enlarged, but there is the 
vascular and softened, or rather flaccid condition that belongs to the gravid 
state. The body and fundus are lined by a decidua, which Dr. J. remarked 
upon as perfectly resembling that which he has found in at least three cases 
of early pregnancy. This structure is evidently a change to some depth of 
the inner surface of the organ, and not a newly-formed membrane; being two 
lines or more in thickness in the body, and becoming quite thin at the fundus 
and towards the cervix, at the upper limit of which last it terminates. It has 
a pulpy look and foel; an appearance, upon the cut surface, of very delicate 
and perpendicular striaa; and upon the free surface the punctated appearance 
that characterizus the true decidua, and that is seen so frequently upon the 
fragments of this structure that couie away with the ova, in the case of early 
abortions. A single incision has been made through the organ by Dr. A., but 
nothing like an ovum has been discovered. 

The left ovary is large, flaccid, and contains a spurious corpus luteum 
about the size of the top of the forefinger; /. e. a mass that consists mainly 
of coagulated blood, and is surrounded by a buff-coloured disk. The blood 
is not quite recent, judging from the coriiji^ti'nec aud colour, which lust is not 
quite uniform. The colour of the disk resuniblcs that of the true corpus 
luteum; but it is less lobulated, and varies in thickness, at different parts, A^^ j! 
from an almost inappreciable thickness to not more than half a line ; there is, 
moreover, no appearance of a lining uiemhraue within it. A well-murkcd 
serous cyst is also seen, of an oval form, and equal to one-third of an inch in 
diameter; this cont^iined an old, brown coiiguiuni, but there is no trace of a 
buff-coloured disk about it. The othtr ovary is in a perfectly normal and 
passive state; and in neither of the two organs is there anything like a true 
corpus luteum. The left Fallopiau tube is completely obliterated by old adhe- 
sion just at its fimbriated extremity, so that impregnation of the corresponding 
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ovarj could not posaiblj have taken place; the macons BurfiMse beineof adeep 
red colour, and smeared over with a whitish puriform fluid. The other Falle* 
pian tube is quite normal. 

EHcephaloid Disecue of the Peritoneum, Hsematoid Varietjf, — Case 
reported bj Dr. P£RRT. The patient was a hurge, fleshy, and healthy 
woman, G3 years of age; had been ailing for about one or one and a half 
years, but without any marked symptoms. Attended to her domestic afiairs 
until three months ago, when the abdomen was found to be enlarged, and she 
was thought to be dropsical. Three weeks before death she was taken with 
dyspnoea and distress in the chest, and sent for Dr. Perry. The abdomen was 
enlarged as in the latter months of pregnancy, and fluctuated very distinctly; 
the lower extremities were oedematous; the complexion had a pale, saUowhue, 
and cancerous disease in the abdomen was diagnosticated. The dyspnoea re* 
curred in frequent paroxysms, and in one of them she died; no especial cause 
being found for this symptom. 

The dissection was made and reported by Dr. Jackson. The peritoneal 
cavity was filled with tumours, growing as it were from the membrane, and 
without involving the subjacent parts; varying, generally, from the size of a 
pea to nearly that of the fist; more or less pedunculated, and of a well-marked 
enoephaloid character. The largest were more or less mixed with liquid blood; 
this and the pulpy encephaloid were, in some of them, in about equal propor- 
tions; and in two or three cases nothing whatever was found but a cyst filled 
with blood. The most prominent object, however, was a large cyst in the 
middle of the abdominal cavity, probably not less than a foot in diameter, 
and containing by measurement eleven pints of dark-coloured and perfectly 
liquid blood. The parietes of this cyst, which had generally but a slight con- 
nection with the surrounding parts, were dense and averaged nearly a Hue in 
thickness, with some thin layers of encephaloid upon the outer, and some 
upon the inner surface. There was also upon the inner surface a coarse, 
friable, granular deposit, varying from two to four lines in thickness; many 
parts, however, were nearly or quite free from it : this was probably coagu- 
lated blood, and with this exception, and a small coogulum in one of the other 
tumours, there was not a trace of coagulum to be found in any one of the 
mosses. Encephaloid disease was also found in the liver, but in no other 
organ of the abdomen or thorax. There was no ascites, which so generally 
acooiu panics this form of carcinoma. 

Dr. Bacon, having taken some of the liquid blood for examination, found 
granular exudation-corpuscles and irregular masses of granular matter, in 
additiiin to the usual corpuscles, but no coagula of fibrin, the blood-disks 
retaining their normal shape. The blood is feebly acid, but no signs of coagu- 
lation are obtained by ncutraliziug it with ammonia.* Amount of albumen 
sufficient. 

January 2.^. — Material contained in a Tumour vjxm tJie TJiifjh of a Bojf 
— its Charavtt'rj ifr — Dr. II. J. BiOELOW showed some of the contents of a 
swelling uiK)n a boy's thigh, which came on after carrying a heavy burden 
that rested continuously fur some time upon the spot where the tumour sub- 
sequcnMy appeared. The affection was of three weeks' duration. The ma- 
terial exhibited was almost exactly the same in appearance and characteristics 
as that shown by Dr. B., at the lost meeting, from the thigh of a female patient. 
The masses, looking like encephaloid matter, were undoubtedly pus mingled 
with coagulated blood; there was no malignant disease; the bone, at the seat 
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ef the iwelling, wu denuded; the popliteal artery laid bore. When the 
tumour was first opened, fluid blood first issued, then coagula. 

Dr. BiQELOW also presented to the Society's notice a fihro-fiiaUic tumour 
which grew from the anterior walls of the abdomen, and resembled in shape 
a long Carolina potato. Situated near the inguinal ring, it was not connected 
with it; it was hard and knobbed. Extirpation advised and done. Through- 
out its whole extent, the mass was very closely adherent, and held in a net- 
work of tissue similar to its own, the cells of both being exactly alike. This 
latter fiut explains the occasional reproduction of such growths, after extirpa- 
tion. The nutrient vessel was on the side of the skin. Two beautifully 
executed drawings of the tumour, in ntAf and after removal, and also some 
microscopic delineations of the cellular structure, were shown by Dr. £., with 
the specimen. 

Dr. BiQELOW likewise described the following case, intending to show the 
specimen at the next meeting: — 

Necroais of the MdxUlary Bones; of the Nascd Plates; and of Ute Sella 
Turcica J resulting from the Fumes of Phosphorvt.'^Ya March last, a man 
with an immensely swollen lower jaw, and highly inflamed tongue and 
cums, presented himself to Dr. Bigelow for advice; diagnosis difficult. 
Leeches were ordered. Dr. Bigelow left town soon after for Europe, and 
in a fortnight after. Dr. Gray saw the patient. The parts affected had now 
opened, and a probe detected dead bone. The man entered the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, his health continuing to £ul ; remaining awhile, he left, to 
re-enter, some time afterwards, and was found there by Dr. B. on his return. 

In December last, drowsiness supervened, and, finally, a comatose condi- 
tion, lasting for three days, when death occurred in January. Post-mortem 
examination discovered the lower and upper maxiilss extensively necrosed, 
the nasal cavity invaded by the same disease, and also the sella turcica. The 
meninges inflamed; the arachnoid opaque near the sella turcica. The patient 
had been engaged in the fabrication of friction matches, and thus exposed to 
the fumes of phosphorus, which at last caused the disease. 

Dr. Bigelow said this was the first case of the sort he had known to 
occur here. It has been reported in Europe. 

Degeneration of a Fibrous Tum/mr of the Uterus, with Encysted Dis- 
ease of the Ovary. — Case reported by Dr. Stedman. The patient was a 
married woman, 45 years of age, and died of some pulmonary affection, 
having had no symptoms of uterine disease. She was confined, for the last 
time, six years ago, and then had twins. Menstruation regular, nearly till 
the time of death ; occasionally very scanty; and when this was the case, she 
usually had haemoptysis. 
^H The tumour is abouVbne inch and three-fourths in diameter, quite defined, 
surrounded by a cretacciros shell, and has throughout a dead, ycllowish-whitc, 
opaque appearance, with some brownish discoloration. It is rather dryish 
than otherwise, and quite as dense as any fibrous tumour, though the fibrous 
structure b less marked than it usually is. 

No trace of the left ovary is seen ; but in the place of it is a thin and simple 
serous cyst, nearly two and a half inches in diameter. Upon the other side is 
a collection of cysts, forming a mass nearly twice the sis^ of an English wal- 
nut, upon the surface of which the thin, flattened, dense, atrophia remains of 
the ovary are spread out. 

Dr. Jackson remarked upon this change of structure in the fibrous tumour 
as the result of an arrest of growth, and probably of atrophy; he has met with 
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the Appearance three or four times, but bos never seen it described. The con- 
dition of the ovaries he thought remarkable, in connection with the persistence 
of menstruation. 

AnomaJies of the Arteries; Brachial^ Thyroid y and Rencd; all from the 
inmti suhjWt, — Dr. Kneeland showed these specimens, consisting of high 
divjttiou of the radial artery on each side — on the right, from the brachial, 
on the left, from the axillary artery; the brachial artery dividing at the 
elbow into ulnar and interosseous; the middle thyroid artery, given off 
from the arteria iunominata, running up the median line of the trachea; this 
IS important, as in the operation of tracheotomy it might be wounded. The 
kidney of right side had two renal arteries; the left kidney normal. The 
8{H}cimens wore all from a boy about five years of age. 

St/fihi'fitic Disease of the Ei/e. Cases reported by Dr. Bethune. — Case 
I.— Mrs. D., 40. Health good till one and a half years ago, when an erup- 
tion appeared on the skin, considered by her medical attendant to be syphilitic, 
both from its appearance and from other cin^umstanoes, though an exact his- 
tory of her primary symptoms could not be obtained. 

One year ago, she was attacked with inflammation in both eyes. She re- 
covcn>d from this with the exception of a weakness of the eyes, which still 
existed in a degree when, four weeks ago, the hfi eye was attacked with pain, 
redue:», &e. Of late the pain has abated. She has taken mercury for this 
attai*k, so that the gums have been much affected, and still continue sore. 
Now, on examination, n?maius of copper-coloured eruption on arms and body; 
rujht ove well, oxwpt the slight weakness above-mentioned : Uri eye cloudy, 
piuk injoeciv'^n around cornea, surfa^^e of cornea <(iiite dry, and lining mem- 
branv' apjvars somewhat darkor than rijht; pupil of moderate size. dc»es not 
respnid to the influeuoe of light, but is ntarly regular, anJ appears froo from 
Wuiph. The si^iht is so much aff(.-cto.i thrtt she cannot disiin^iruish obiects. 

7''v,fr'7':.\*. — Vesication in the vicinity of the eye. the external applifati«:n of 
stniuiouiuiu. tepid lotions, aui the internal u^e of hydrio^iate ot potash, which 
was ::r.iiu.i.l'.v increased to oO jrrs. a da v. I'ndtT this, the mvUture returned 
iu jiri-at jv.r; to tho surface v^f liio o r:;ca. il.e ol.udiuvss vf :L: l:L:r.;j mem- 
bruuo noar'-y disappeared, tLo va>ou':;iri:y of tho eye niuoh ala:<: J. a*ii the 
|>a:u left htr, but tho siirht did ii.t i::jj-r.To. The puril wis n>w 'ii^tiiiotly 
Avn l> K* jHTtVvtIy clear, l-ut i: rLmdiu-.i imm.vatie. C'a th^ ol^^ the 
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w 8 attacked with inflammation, which one month ago resulted in total loss of 
sight. Has had much severe pain in and around eye, from which she still 
su ffers, also from periosteal pains in the tihin. Thb glohe appears generally 
but unequally swollen; chemosis; a small purulent deposit is seen under the 
conjunctiva, near outer edge of cornea ; the cornea hazy ; the pupil apparently 
closed by lymph, and the iris pushed forward nearly in apposition with the 
cornea. Between these textures are several small purulent collections similar 
to that under the conjunctiva. The sclerotic projecting at points shows the 
choroid through. The upper lid is swollen, and droops. 

Treatment, — Under the care of the gentleman with whom Dr. B. saw her, 
she had been taking the mandrake (^pfjdophyflnm) for a short time, with 
apparent benefit It was agreed that it should be continued, and Dr . B. also 
urged the free use of the hydriodate of potash ; likewise the occasional applica- 
tion of two or three leeches near the eye, and the vapour of anodynes. Under 
thisy as her physician stated, two or three weeks after, she had improvep some- 
what in her general health, and the pain in the eye had diminished. A) the 
upper part of the ball the swelling had increased; as it seemed not improbable 
that this depended on a purulent collection between the deeper-seated textures, 
Dr. B. advised an incision at this point if the enlargement continued. 

Dr. B. added that in syphilitic disease of the eye, as is well known, the iris 
is the part usually most affected. This membrane was involved in both these 
cases, but not more than, if so much as, some of the others. On this account 
he thought these cases worthy of mention. 

F^fTtiary 9. — dues of Fever; Diagnosis difficult. — Dr. Shattuck, Jr., 
reported the following cases, which he considered of interest on account of the 
difficulty of diagnosis. He asked, Must the first be considered a case of typhus, 
or ship fever, as it appeared when first seen, and as one might be led to conclude 
from the results at the autopsy? The patient was a stout muscular Irishman, 
thirty- two years of age, a resident of this country for three years. He liad 
worked on a &rm in Watertown. He had not been with sick persons, but 
attributed his illness to a habit of washing his person very freely in cold spring 
water when heated. In the latter part of September, he had a bad cough, pains 
in his limbs, dizziness, and on the 13th October, he gave up work, having lost 
strength, and went to board with a family in Watertown, who came to this 
country at the same time with himself. He had a bad cough-— expectoration 
free, offensive ; dizziness ; he was in his bed a part of the day, but sat down to 
meals with the family, and ate some hearty food every day, and walked out 
every day. He complained also of pain in the chest, and consulted Dr. Whitte- 
more, to whom he seemed labouring under a bronchial affection. A moderate 
drinker, he took some spirit every day; submitted to no medical treatment; his 
cough gradually diminished, bis strength returned, when, early in January, 
he exposed himself at night to cold and wet when under alcoholic and other 
stimulus. His symptomv returned ; a petechial eruption over his body was 
noticed by his host a few weeks before this relapse, when a woman and a child 
of the family had an attack of mild fever, and were sick for two or three weeks. 
Dr. Whittemore regarded their disease as continued fever, but spoke of it as pe* 
teehial fever, not being in the habit of using the terms typhoid and typhus as 
distinctive of varieties of continued fever. The man did not improve, though 
he continued to walk out, to sit at table with the family, lying down at inter- 
vals in the course of the day. Dr. Whittemore saw him a second time, and at 
his request wrote a letter to the admitting physician of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. In this letter he says : " As respects the nature of his com« 
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plaint, I can only nij, he has had aoogh for thres monthB or more, and it has 
motit probably oriaen from neglected bronchitia. The oougfa, while I am writing, 
has occoaioned expectoration of frothy mucos with a provocation to vomit, wilb 
eihaustjon of the strength and with some hemorrbage from the nose." Tlie 
patient rode to Boston, and entered the hospital on Monday, Feb. 2. Oa 
Tuesday morning, at the time of the viait, he was aittiog by bis bed, dreased, 
hia inti-Ilect qniek, his memory impaired, mind disposed b) wander; ho gave for 
the most part satisfiiulory answers to the qucstiona; the eyes neither injected 
nor suffused; the hearing goodj prostration; rather a dusky hue of the skin, 
and an abundant petechial eruption over the trunk and litnbs; the pnlse 120; 
the skin dry; cough; respiration hurried ; resonance diminished over both lo«0 
backs; lees over right, where the respiration was feeble and rude. Over front 
chest resonance sufficient; expiration prolonged under both clavicles; no pain 
in side; expectoration of viscid mucus, with one or two maty sputa ; abdomen 
rather full, not tender on pressure ; gorgliug in right iliac foasa ; several dejec- 
tions, the patient having taken, for two days, cathartic pills. The tongue dry, 
no sordca on the teeth ; thiret, Ue was put on gruel, and took pills of ofuuin 
and carbonate of ammonia. He wns restless and delirious at night, getting enl 
of bed nnd going to the water closet, and two of the attending pnysicians of the 
bofipital considered the aspect of the case so decidedly that of iihip fever, tiiat 
he wuB put ia u Biunll ward where do patients would bo exposed to him. He 
thiin had beef lea and brandy punch at regular intends. Subcrepttaal 
rjle W.1S heard over the right lower back; in other respecta the physical sigiu 
continned the same; the prostration became greater, and he died in the even- 
ing of the 6th. The autopBj was made forty hours after death. There bad 
been but little emaciation ; the cellular tissue under the skin of the abdumea 
loaded with bt, the pctcobiul emption still distinct; slight and old udhesiou 
of both lung)i ; both of them congested, of a very dark colour; no hcpatiiation, 
the anterior purta and edges being the only crepitating portions. The mucous 
membmno of ibo trachea and of the primary bronchi was of a dark, livid 
colour, some aerated serum and mucus, the contents of the bronchia; tin 
spleen largo, of a dark colour, the two substances of the kidneys quite distinct 
The mucous membrane of the stomach and intestines not remarkable. i*eyer'l 
pnlchcH not diseased. The liver weighed four pounds. 

Diagnosis is o^u difficult where we do not have a patient under observation 
during the whole course of the disease. If this man bad continued fever, it is 
remarkable that he never should have been confined to bis bed, and that he 
should have been disposed and able to cat solid food during the whole coium 
of hiA illness, a period of nearly five months. If he had typhus fever, it moat 
have been an idiopathic case. He and bis friends asserted positively thai Iia 
was never exposed to sick permna. Tlie man with whom he boarded epokt 
of his expooloration, when he cume to bis bouse in October, as very oflcQsive. 
Had he gangrene of the lunge at that time? 

The second patient waa a iiiuacular Iritibman, 28 years of age, who landml 
in New York on iho Ist of March, after a voyage of six weeks. Thore vu 
no fuvcr during the voyage, but two of the passengers hod fever ahet landing. 
He was perfectly well fur a wei^k, and then was taken with chills, headache, 
lo6S of appe^le, nauaeo — and remained in ibe hou.xe, but was not confined to 
his bed. On the tJth day, bo walked to the hospital, and was srca for tha 
&tal time oa the i7th of March. Some headache, prostration, mind slow, not 
capable of prolonged cUbrt. Re bid bled from the nose twice ; disturbed, re*t- 
kss sleep ; pulse 1)0, skin hot and dry, tongue dry, abdominal fulness and 
tandemcsaf ; gurgling in right iliac fossa; three loose dejections from jwxi 
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eftfltor-oiL Numerous rose epots over tamnk and thighs, some on arms. He 
took ten grains of Dover's powder every four hours during the first twenty- 
four hours, and the same dose every three hours during the second twenty* 
four hours. He had one or two loose dejections ; there was somnolence — 
the skin moist. The rose spots became of a darker color, and faded less on 
pressure. The prostration increased. He was put on brandy and beef tea at 
regular intervals on the 22d, and died on the 25thy the 18th day of the dii^ 
ease. The friends forbade an autopsy. 

Ought not this case to be regarded as one of typhoid fever? The eruption 
and the abdominal symptoms are characteristic of that disease, and yet, per- 
haps, all would not consider this diagnosis as correct. The opiate treatment 
seemed to be without effect. Would the larger doses, as administered by Dr. 
HeniTy of Springfield, Illinois, have been of efficacy to arrest or modify the 
fieverr 

Fibrofu Ihtmour of the nferv^.— The specimen was shown by Dr« 
Jackson, to illustrate the change t)f structure that may, after a long while, 
take place in these cases. The patient was 84 years of age, and bad had 
swelling of the abdomen for more than thirty years. The tumour hod no 
appearance of fibrous structure to the naked eye — though it was evident enough 
microscopically — but rather that of a uniformly and brilliantly white, glist- 
ening, and very flaccid, though tough cellular tissue ; the cut surface being irre- 
gular rather than smooth, as it usually is. The mass, as received from the 
country, was of a semi-spherical form, six inches in diameter, three inches in 
thickness, and invested over its whole convexity with a thick, cretaceous 
shell. 

Dr. J. also showed a recent uterus, in the cervix of which was a fibrous 
tumour about one and a-half inches in diameter; and remarked upon the 
extreme rarity of these tumours in this situation, so far as he had observed. 
The patient cQcd of acute pneumonia, and the situation of this disease was also 
peculiar ; the middle and the greater part of the right lower lobes being hepa- 
tiied, whilst the back and especially the lower back part were healthy. 

Oeum retained fourteen months, — Dr. Jackson exhibited the specimen 
which ho had received from Dr. Edwin Leigh, of Townsend, with the fol- 
lowing account of the case : The patient was 42 years of age, and had borne 
six children ; general health delicate for many years; and for the last three 
years, since a miscarriage, she suffered from prolapsus uteri. 

In the winter of 1850-51, she became pregnant, as she supposed. The 
eatamenia ceased on the 8th of December, and have never regularly returned 
since that time. In February, there was morning sickness. Swelling and 
hardness of the breasts, but no pain; the swelling beginning to disappear in 
May. No quickeniug. Some fulness in hypogastric region, but this did not 
increase after the fourth month, and about the sixth month it diminished. 
During the first six months there were more or less hard and bearing-down 
pains. 

In June, 1851, there was some uterine hemorrhage for a few hours, and 
during the following week a little very dark discharge; after which there was 
mnother hemorrhage with a similar discharge, which continued for the next 
twelve days. In September, October, and November, there was, on three or 
four different occasions, a slight discharge, lasting for a week or more at each 
time ; very dark, sometimes quite thick, and often appearing like a dark, dirty, 
eemi-fluid unguent Discharge never purulent. Some pains, referred chiefly 
to the sacrum, during these months, but less than in the winter and spring. 
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Uterus somewhat enlarged, and with greater irritability and tenderness than 
was usual during the few preceding years ; os tincsD rather enlarged. The 
case, it was thought, might be one of false conception; and so the result 
proved. 

About the 18th of December, she had very considerable hemorrhage, with 
some pain, and followed by leucorrhoDa; attributed to hard work. Ten days 
afterwards, a similar attack. About the 18th of January, 1852, severe pains 
came on and increased, with considerable hemorrhage, until the 22d, when the 
ovum was discharged. 

The moHS was of a regular oval form, four inches in length, and two and 
a half inches in diameter. Externally it had the usual appearance of a re- 
tained ovum ; and, a section having been made by Dr. L., it was seen to con- 
sist of a whitish, opaque, ill-defined tissue, with some remains of the chorion, 
fibrin from blood that had fonncrly been effused, and numerous little cysts. 
There were also numerous cavities, from one to three or four lines in diameter, 
of an irregular form, and having a serous-looking surface within, thongh they 
did not appear to be cysts; in some of these were small, granular, cretaceous 
bodies, not unlike minute phlcbolites. 

Qite of Lari/ngitis report&I hy Dr. Alley, occurring in the Charify Hot-' 
pUal, JV. O.J umitr the care of Dr. Wederstrandt. — An Irish emigrant 
entered the hospital, labouring under severe symptoms of laryngitis ; reports 
that he has been suffering, for two weeks, with the complaint which now 
threatens to prove fatal. 

The treatment was general bleeding, tartar emetic, and the remedies usually 
resorted to in such cases. 

The disease was thought to be oedema of the glottis, and confined to the 
lar}'nx. In spite of the best directed efforts, the patient gradually grew worse, 
his breathing became more difficult, the air entered his lungs by a long wheez- 
ing inspiration ; he sat upright in bed, pointed to his throat, laid his finger 
upon it, and prayed earnestly for relief by signs and in a feeble whispering voice. 
There were intervals of ease, after which the paroxysms of dyspmca would 
return with much greater intensity, and threaten him with immediate suffo- 
cation. 

One morning, between one and two o'clock, Dr. W. was summoned to his 
bedside, with the notice that, if he did not go quickly and operate, he would 
find the man dead. lie took his ca.se of instniments and tracheotomy tube, 
and hastened to the ward. Scarcely had he entered the ward before the nurse 
uxcl.'iiuied, << Dr. W., the man is dead V* On reaching his bed, the man 
ap|N>ared like one who hod breathed his last ; he lay still and pale, his lips 
blius yet there was a perceptible pulse, and the action of the heart, though 
fiH*lil(', was not arrested. The loss of a moment would have been fatal. 

All iiiciriion was made into the trachea just below the cricoid cartilage, and 
ciilar^si with a probe-pointed bistoury. The lungs were inflated by breath- 
ing lilt II the artificial opening, and the chest compressed with the hands so as 
lii iinitatAi the natural mode of breathing. 

Ill a littlu while the patient began to breathe, and looked around like one 
«wikkiii>; out of a deep sleep. lie was told how to clear his throat of the 
Miuoiu and bl<HMi, which constantly collected in it, by closing the wound after 
14 d^vp iu.^piration,and then either by coughing or making a strong expiration 
mIiiI.^i (hoartitieiul opening was closed by the finger. When the bleeding had 
.».4.«*l. ilio tnieheotomy tube, figured in the plates of Liston and Ferguson, 
vi.ia uiiii>duivd, but worked so ill that it was found necessary to dilate the 
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wound with a pair of dressiDg-forcepB, the handles of which were kept apart 
by a wooden stretcher, and the instrument held by a piece of tape fastened 
around the neck. 

An hour after this, bleeding returned, and the patient was nearly suffocated. 
He was then raised by the heels, struck smartly on the back several times, 
and a clot of blood was disengaged fh)m the throat, moulded into the 
form of the trachea. From that time the patient did very well. In a few 
days he was able to bear the tube, and could walk about the house and in the 
yard. Nevertheless, it was found that he could not. dispense with the tube 
after the acute inflammation had subsided, and no cedema of the glottis or 
epiglottis could be felt with the finger. 

It was thought that there might be some ulceration of the larynx. The 
tube was removed, and after the practice of Dr. Horace Green, of New York, 
the nitrate of silver was applied. He was also subjected to a mercurial course, 
but all in vain. It was found that any foreign substance introduced upwards 
into the larynx gave rise to a violent cough and spasm of that organ, whilst 
the introduction of the same downwards and into the trachea produced no such 
result. 

The man remained several weeks in the hospital, and then took his discharge. 
One thing worthy of note is, that the tubes, though of silver, were rapidly 
corroded by the secretions of the larynx and trachea, and required often to be 
renewed. Several months elapsed after the patient left the hospital before 
he was heard from again. He called, one day, in fine health and spirits, and 
said that he worked daily on the levee. A year had passed away since the 
insertion of the tube. 

Six months after he called at the hospital, he died under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances. He had worn the tube until the soldering had softened between 
the body and rim of the tube. In an unlucky moment the body of the tube 
fell into the trachea beyond the reach of his fingers. His ignorance of anatomy 
induced him to push it still farther down with a quill, hoping, as his friends 
say, that he could push it into his stomach. No effort was made at the time 
to extricate the tube, and the man died after much suffering. On examination 
after death, the body of the tube was found occupying the right bronchus — the 
lungs were both in a state of sanguine congestion as in the first stage of pneu- 
monia; the right side of the heart was distended with blood, the left compara- 
tively empty. The glottis and larynx were extremely narrowed as if by a 
stricture, and could not be dilated without laceration ; the result, probably, of 
bygone inflammation. 

Dr. W. reports also a case of oedema of the glottis in a patient upon whom 
he operated for tracheotomy. The patient speedily recovered after wearing 
the tube one week. The same operation has also been performed successfully 
by Dr. Warren Stone, and by Dr. Barnes, of New Orleans. 

February 23. — Lujm$. — Dr. Durkee exhibited a case of this disease. 
The patient was a female forty-five years of age. In July, 1849, a hard pimple 
appeared upon the right check near the inferior boi*dcr of the malar bone. 
When first noticed, it was about as largo as the head of a pin. In a few 
weeks, several others appeared in the immediate neighborhood of the first. 
Now, the tubercles are mostly in juxtaposition, and occupy about two-thirds 
of the integument covering the check bone, and extend a few lines towards 
the upper lip and nose. They arc of a dingy-red colour. Some of the tuber- 
cles are now half the size of a common pea; others, of more recent origin, are 
smaller. Patient has enjoyed good health, except that for a short time past 
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Ae has boen troubled with indigestion, and the tongue is now deeply coated, 
and the bowels constipated. 

Dr. D. remarked that lupus presents three principal varieties: the first has 
respect to the extent of surface implicated ; the second to the depth to which 
the morbid action penetrates the chorion ; the third, where the disease is ac- 
companied with hypertrophy, is what the older writers denominated the 
true noli me tangere. Sometimes all the varieties exist in the same subject. 
The causes of lupus are for the most part very obscure. 

The present case is exhibited, not because it is a remarkable one of its 
kind, but because the disease itself is rare in this country. 

Although two and a half years have elapsed since the first tubercle was 
developed, yet the diseased surface is not now larger than half a crown ; and 
it still preserves its original type. The tubercles have undergone no change 
since their first appearance, except a very slow augmentation — and quite re- 
cently a delicate squamous covering has appeared upon the summit of some 
of them ; the patient has been somewhat annoyed with itching in the affected 
skin. During the last six months, the diseased spot has increased in size 
more than it did during the first two years. There is a patch of the same 
disease on the dorsal aspect of one of the ring fingers. Here it has a close 
resemblance to psoriasis. The skin is much thickened. The portion of skin 
affected upon the finger is about the size of a ninepenny bit. 

Dr. D. proposed to treat the disease locally, as he could hardly suppose 
that any constitutional remedies would be of service. He remarked that 
he should endeavour to improve the general condition of the patient — but that 
he should trust to local remedies for the removal of the cutaneous trouble, 
and that he should commence with the application of the saturated compound 
tincture of iodine ) the formula for this preparation of iodine is not in the 
dispensatories. It is made by dissolving as much as possible of iodine and 
iodide of potass in spirit. When applied freely twice a-day, it will soon pro- 
duce a slough. 

Dr. D. stated that he had recently treated a case of lupus of twelve or 
fifteen years' duration, successfully, with topical remedies only. The case was 
a more interesting one than that now presented to the Society. The disease had 
extended over a surface three times as large as in the present case, and there 
had been a very trifling ulceration for some years. The cicatrix left after 
the curative process is complete is quite peculiar. The surface has a deli- 
cate blue tinge ; the integument is extremely thin, and slightly rugous. 

Rare furnut of Ct/at. — Dr. Henry J. Bigeix)W exhibited and described 
a specimen of the oltityuwui cyst. This is the only one he has ever seen. 
On puncture, a bluish-white, milky fluid exuded. The sac is membranous, 
the fluid is oleaginous. Dr. B. spoke of the different forms of cyst: the 
gti9ctni» n/xf develi>pod in the human subject — the parsillel uf Hunter's cai?e 
of cyst in the omentum of the pig; the in'mus ctfM. Six weeks ago. Dr. B. 
saw a cliild who preseutinl a swelling on the left side of the neck of three 
weeks' standing, and which he regarded as the earliest stage of hydrocele of 
the nei'k; on incision, three to four ounces of limpid serum were evacuated. 
Dr. B. showed two drawings of the latter cyst, in situ ; the integuments were 
healthy ; the ehild three mouths old. A drawing of the oleaginous cyst was 
also hhown. 

Jiriiri'finn of the Ifiun! nf ih*' Funur. Dr. Hknrv J. Bir.ELOW. — The sub- 
jcct K)i this operati<m wa.** a boy between nine and ten years old, some time 
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at the hospital, with disease of the hip-joint. The operation was done on 
Saturday last. Dr. B. intended exscction of the head of the femnr; on 
the application of the ehain-saw, a portion of the hone came immediately 
away, at the first traction of the instrument This piece is seen to he carious, 
and as if infiltrated with tubercular deposit Much pus issued from the 
wound; the bone denuded and carious. 

When first seen by Dr. B., three months since, there was a swelling over 
the coxo-femoral articulation of the sise of a cocoaruut, and complete disloca- 
tion of the femur upon the dorsum ilii. Dr. B. reports the patient quite 
comfortable after the operation ; cold water applications to the parts are grate- 
ful. The operation, in itself, he thinks will not prove more detrimental than 
the spontaneous opening of this large abscess; he had undertaken it because 
it is stated that, resection being practised, the disease of the socket gets well; 
he did not know why this should be. 

[At the next meeting, March 8, Dr. Bigclow showed the bones composing 
the hip-joint of the above patient, who died twelve days after the operation, 
having been as comfortable as previously, and the pulse having been unaltered 
for three days. Death did not occur from the operation, j)€r se, but from the 
effects of admitted air into the abscess, which, sooner or later, must at any 
rate have happened, decomposition of the purulent contents ensuing.] 

In connection with the above case. Dr. J. B. S. Jackson mentioned an 
instance of fibrous reparative formation, after resection — a strong and efficient 
limb resulting; the case being similar to that reported by Dr. Bigelow. 

jl/Mp/eary.— -Dr. Jackson reported a case of extensive effusion of blood 
into the pons Varolii. The patient was a man forty years of age, and of 
rather a slender figure. About 10 A. M. on the 17th inst, and whilst in 
his counting-room, he complained of a darting pain through one eye ; his 
countenance changed, and he was thought to be faint, but in about fifteen 
minutes he had a convulsion, and from that time remained insensible until 
his death, which occurred between one and two o'clock in the following 
night. Was visited by a homoeopathic practitioner, who reported that the con- 
vulsions continued until 3 P. M., and ceased after the use of a shower-bath, 
and the application of wet sheets; pulse 100; pupils about natural. The 
effusion extended into the crura cerebri and somewhat into the pia mater, but 
not into the ventricles. 

At a subsequent meeting, Dr. Romans reported a case of very extensive 
effusion into the cerebellum and ventricles, complicated with renal calculi.—- 
The patient was a large, fleshy man, fifty-eight years of age, and intemperate 
in his habits both in regard to eating and drinking. The attack came on at 
5} P.M. with very severe headache, and it was with great difficulty that he 
was got home; soon became quite insensible, and continued so for five hours, 
when he died. There was stertor, and apparently perfect paralysis, but no 
convulsion ; pulse full and strong ; pupils of the eyes greatly contracted and 
perfectly immovable. The dissection was made by Dr. Jackson, who reported 
an effusion into the cerebellum and fourth ventricle of ^iiss, by estimate, of 
coagulated blood ; the third ventricle being also distended, and the lateral 
ventricles containing coagula and bloody scrum. Brain quite healthy, except 
for some of the yellowish gclatinifonn softening of the remains of the cere- 
bellum, with some ecchymoses Q-npUhry apoplexy) so often observed about 
the seat of an effusion, but not found in the case previously reported. Some 
disease of the arteries at the base, in both cases. 

The left kidney, from the above case, which was shown, was formed of a 
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cungcries of large cysts. Two of thoBC contained calculi (oxalate of lime, Ac,), 
irbiub tidhered Brmly to the soft parts; one of them being for the nioet put 
cOTcreJ over with a white fibrinous sabstance which in:ty have resulted from 
some furmer effusion of blood. In the pelvis there was also a larger cnlcnliu, 
of an elongated form, sending branches into the openings from some of the 
infundibulu, and mthcrin? to them so as entirely to prevent the escape of the 
fluid from the uorresponding cysts. The other organs were sufficiently well. 
Disease of the kidncya had not been suspected; but after the patient's death, 
his wife reported that be had long been subject to pain in the loins, with some 
tendency to incontinence of urine. 

Pro/ime SaliBntion in a Fanah o/ci;ihlcen t/cam, four ani} onc-hilf montJtt 
ailiiaiu-ai in preijnonry. The case was related by Br. CoALE. — The patient, 
married one year since, is well in health, notwitbstaadiug the profuse salivuy 
discharge, by which three or four bandkerchieta are saturated in on hour ud 
a half, The flow of saliva is constant, and eiceEsively annoying; notwitil- 
RtMiiling, she !)iiiits _fk»ii, and the system does not, apparently, suficr. The 
papillae of the tongue are very prominent, with some engorgement of the 
lining membrane of the moulb. No remedies Dr. 0. has tried have bees of 
the least aviuJ. ( 

Dr. Storek observed that this Wiis undoubtedly a symptom of pregnancy; i 
that it is mentioned as suuh by most writers upon midwifery ; he thought the 
cases must be rare, however: be had never seen but one case in his own pratl- 
tioo; in that case, the woman, in all ber pregnancies, five in number, suffered 
ezceediugly for two or three months, the incunvenienee commencing early in 
each pregnancy. 

Dr. J.VCK.SON alluded to a similar case, which he reported fully at a imhge' 
qucnt meeting. — The patient is a. delicate woman, and baa had seven children, 
besides two miscarriages. Salivation comes on with each pregnancy between 
the fourth and Sfth week ; and continues from four and a half monthH, «rhi^ 
was the shortest, to the third day after confinement, which has boen the 
longest period. Fluid seems to come from the moulb, and amounlti in i{aaD- 
tity to about throe pints daily during the whole time; being fully established 
in two or three days from the time it commences, and going otF at last even 
more suddenly. Attended througboul'. with nausea, and often with vomiting; 
distress after food, and coustipatioD ; to which symptoms she is not subjeel. 
la salivated equally when sea-sick, but not when affected with common uid- 
sea. Dr. J. has recently attended her in confinement, and tried a great va- 
riety of remedies to oheek the salivation ; but it continued unabated dnring 
(he greater part of her pregnancy, 

[Dr. BLUJ4DELL (Diseases of Pregnancy: Prin. and Pract. Miiliri/rry, p. 
11^9) remarks that " very copious salivation will sometimes occur during 
gestation, and where the patient has not lakcn one grain of mercury." He 
adds that he saw a case of this sort strongly resembling mercurial plyalism; 
the fetor and ulceration of the gums, however, were wanting. " If the quan- 
tity of saliva is not very great, the patient may swallow It; and thus mme- 
what moderate the exhaustion which would otherwise occur." Ur- Dlundell'i 
patient secreted saliva so plentifully, however, that, when she swallowed it, 
the Btomacb was offended and vomiting ensued. If salivation bo very pn> 
fuse, and the system suffer much, he rccomnjeuds the induction of delivery; 
which, in all probability, would cure the disease; but where the secretion is 
KUialliT, a remedy of this kind would not be justifiable. " Meddlesome mid- 
wifery is bad." Dr. B.'s patient, above referred to, did well without inter- 
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ferenoe; from his reporting only one case, the rarity of the affection may be 
inferred.] 

Dr. CoALE read to the Society thie subjoined letter from Mr. Robert 
Ceeley, of Aylesbury, England, and prefaced the reading with the following 
remarks : — 

'^ From the cfrcnmstance of several coses of smallpox and varioloid occur- 
ring in persons who had been previously vaccinated, I was induced last autumn 
to suspect the efficiency of the vaccine matter in current use amongst us. I 
therefore wrote to Dr. Golding Bird, one of the Physicians of Guy's Hospital, 
London, asking him to procure me a crust direct from a cow affected with the 
original vaccine disease. Though a perfect stranger to me, and I without the 
slightest claim upon him, ho at once interested himself in the affair, and wrote 
to his friend, Mr. Cceley, of Aylesbury, who had given much attention to the 
subject of vaccination, and had published some valuable papers upon it. This 
kst gentleman procured what I desired, through a similar kind interest and 
seal of Mr. Badcock, of Brighton, and transmitted the cow matter to Dr. 
Bird, with the following letter, which I will read to the Society. 

" The matter thus procured I have exerted myself to distribute as widely 
as possible, considering the kind exertions of the gentlemen in furnishing it, 
not so much a favour to me personally, as the promptings of a generous 
humanity to benefit all. I believe the physicians of the city are now gene- 
rally supplied with it. 

<^ I feel it due to the zeal and care of two of our own physicians to state 
that, upon the first publication of Mr. Ccelcy's experiments, Dr. Adanisj of 
Waltham, and Dr. Putnam, of Boston, immediately repeated them, and suc- 
cessfully, furnishing the city and neighbourhood with all the vaccine matter 
used here since that period; a fact, however, of which I was ignorant when I 
sent to England for a new supply." 

Aylesbury, December y 1851. 

My Dear Sir: Your application on behalf of Dr. Coale, of Boston, U. S. of 
America, would have been most cheerfully complied with had it been in my 
power to do so. 

Similar applications for crusts and charges of primary vaccine Ijmph, have 
been often made to me from various parts of Great Britain and thi; continent, 
since the publication, in 1839, &c., of my ** Observationa on tiio Variolaj Vuc- 
cinse, as they appear in the Vale of Avlesbury, with an account of some 
recent Experiments on the Vaccination, lietro-vaccination, and Variolation of 
Cows." (Trans, of the Provincial Medical and Sunjical Aissociaiion, vol. viii. and 
z.) But, I regret to say, that of late years the cows here have failed to yield 
me the supply of lymph and the opportunities for observation they formerly 
did. 

The vale of Aylesbury is now, to all appearance, barren of primary vaccine, 
and void of materials for observations which I would gladly prosecute, and 
which ten or twelve years ago occupied so much of my time. 

The milkers in general, nowadays, have all undergone vaccination, and being 
thus less susceptible to the severe influence of the natural vaccine disease, are 
not apt to apply for surgical aid. We may, therefore, for this reason, lose 
occasional opportunities of detecting the disease in the cow; but there can be 
no doubt that the true variola vaccina is now a rare disease in this locality, 
while the other contagious eruptive diseases of the animal (nearly always C(»n- 
founded by the milkers and dairvmen with it), are as commun as ever. 

You are aware that in my *' Observations" just referred to, I entered fully 
into the subject of the vaccination, retro-vaccination, and variolation of the 
cow, and the effects of the resulting lymphs on man. 
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In my suopcsBful experimeDta on the Tciriolalion of the cow, Rnd the prodiiiv 
liou oflhe vanoine lymph, in February. Wi'i. I rurnlahed indiaimtablo pruuf vf 
a »urj iiilerenting and important pBthologionl fact. A fact which had lung 

been duubiful and dispulod, nutwithitundine the provioua esperiments at , 

in IROl; hy Oassner, in IW; Sundetlnnil and otheri, aubsequcntly ; and, 
Ustly, of Thiele. in South Russia. 

But M those who thought a nowstook of vaccine lyniph was occasionally 
desirablo, or who might need a supplir when no other eourue waa at band j this 
pathological foci jietd?d additional reason fur congratulation, 

Ilenoe the lymph thus obtained bv mo, on two or three such neca4ions In 
that jenr, was much sought after, nnd was abundantly distributed by me oter 
Kneland, Scotland, Ireland, Europe, Africa, nnd North Amerioa (I think). 

It was kept also under my own observation for more than two yean, wM 
tested by auiallpoi virus and effluviee, and found equal in all reepucU to iIm 
Jenneriiin lymph of IHOO. 

In December, 1840. an intelligent chemist of Brighton, Mr. Badcock, think- 
ing with many uthers that a new stock of vaccine was needed, and being, as I 
understand and believe, unacquainted with ray successful eiperiments. com- 
menced, for theabuve purpose, the variolation of the cow, and he was singularly 
Buuciissrul. Having a high opinion of sueh lymph above that long in use, he 
hiis. for the last ten years, occupied himself in procuring it for his oim nee in 
TAccinating children, and distributing it to professional applicants. 

Being intimately acquainted with Mr. Badoock, whom 1 oonsider deserving 
of infinite credit for his seal, perseveninca, and great liberality, I have applied 
to him for a new lupply for Dr. Coale. After about twenty fruitless attempts, 
he has at last succeeded in bis eodeavours, and 1 have now the pleasure of 
Bending you, for Dr. C.'h use, a most liberal and cliuice supply. The pantt 
oontains the following, vii. : — ^^H 

r, The crusts from a variolated cnw. ^^H 

2. A glass charged from the same source. ^^^| 

3. Some points charged from a splendid vosiule raised on a child's am^^H 
lotne of the above nrimiiry lymph. ^^^ 

Alt these are to ue employed in the iisual way ; but I generally find the roOrf 
sacccssfut method is to rub the lymph on small clusters of superficial scrat^ihM 
of the skin (instead of puncturing it). I hope this stock, of whul 1 first de- 
nominated variola vaccina, will prove suconssful in use. 

In regard to the vexed question of the deterioration of the current vaccine 
by frequent human transmission, you ore aware that I hare fully discu«>*d 
• ' - "Observations," """ 



That variolous lymph can be and has been deteriorated by avarietyof caoses, 
.s indisputable. The tact is notorious in India ( Quart. Journal nf the CateuHa 
Medicai and Physical Sociel;/, April I'D, ISiiT). It has been proved in Pane 



(Notice Bur le Cuwpoi dScouverte a Passy, tiar M. Bousquct, 183G}. It t 
iieon demonstrated in London (Report on Smallpox, by I>r.bregory, Med. Oas., 
Feb. 24, leSO). That tt may be rendered weak and inefficient by accident or 
carelessness, by Ignorance, or something worse, every experienced Tacciualof 
will ruadily allow. 

But that the above results in temperate elimaira, and with every attention knd 
ears required, are inevitable, I do not think satisfactorily proved. But thefiut 
of actual degeneration can alone be settled by a reference to the atandari) of 
Jenner. Of the correctness of this standard no one can doubt. 1 have ^epea^ 
ediy proved it by the use, ut diflcrent times, of natural nnd nrtifloial raceine, 
f^om at least fifteen or sixteen sources. If any given lympfa possess the sen- 
sible properties described by Jenner in his first work ; if in the majorUy ot 
sabjects. it produces a vesicle of the normal sine nnd form, yielding a readily 
infective lymph on the Sth day, afler whieh period an areula couimencos and 
Increases till the lOth or Ilth, and the vesicle change into a hard dark cruet en 
the l4th or 15th day ; I cannot see that it is possible to impeach the effieocy of 
that tympb. Iiti failure lo protect from imallpos must depend on other causes. 
Unifurni or very frequent deviations from the standard of 1800, to me would be 
oonoliuive of such a fact, nnd compel me to seek a new supply. Repented 0^ 
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Mmtiona of th« eonBtitutianal effects of all the vaccine I hnve erer uaed, 
•nable me to corroborate the asaertiun of Jenaer, ihat thejin'mary diiturbnnca 
ia slight nnd trifling, the tecondary, atteodiog the iucal ervsipelatoua infinmmn- 
tton, though often severe, tiro not eaeential to the gpec^flc influence, though 
the; mark the completion of a process and afford Bfttisfactory evidence of a 
previous important fact, Ab I have said elsewhere, " Mj own repeated appli- 
cations to the cow have been chiefly for tha purpnee of experimenting for the 
■atinfaction of patients or for the acaommodation of friends, not from anj belief 
in the superior protective efficacy of such lymph over active current hamanizai 
lymph. 

"But when lymph ia found uniformly deficient in infective property {Boue- 

3uet, ioc. cif.) ^vesicles abnormally rapid in their course, at their greatest 
evelopment on the 7th day ; yellowish in appearance on the 8lh ; with turbid 
Ijranh, central desiccation, on the 9th : and a miserably small crust, falling on 
ihe 15th or 18th day — such lymph, or anything approaching it, ought to ba 
rejected." 

* • • • Mr. Badeock intends contributing to the great exhibition 
to be held in New York, in the form of Daguerreotype illustrations of the 
result of some of his experiments, •••»*•• 
Tours, very truly, 

ROBERT CEELEY. 
To Dr. GoLniso Bian. 

rbiiojiing hi/ Cyanide of Polatsium. — Da, Perrt related the case. A 
nurse administered this poison, by mistake, to a child who had slight cough, 
instead of a coagh mixture which stood near the bottle of solutioQ of the 
oyanide. 

The immediate effects of the dose were vomiting and convulsions; then in- 
sensibility, lockcd-jaw, coldness of extremities, whieB were pendulous and with- 
out mueculor power — diminished frequen cy of reapi ration (12 to 16 per minute), 
ihe pulac small, bat distinct, 60 per minute ; the circulation languid, pupils di- 
latci, sphincters paralyzed; the teeth closed so firmly and continuously, th^it 
■only once or twice could anything be poured into the mouth. 

Dr. P. saw the child in fifteen minutes after the accident, and found it in 
k warm bath, and inaonaible. Tifatment. — Stimulants eitemally and inter- 
nally; mustard bath; inhalation of ammonia. Death was sudden. No jiost- 
laortem examination obtained. The qnaiatit; of the poison taken was not 
Tery far from gr. iy. ; the strength of the solution of the salt was Jj to Jj 
of water. Taylor states that gr. iv will prote fatal in ten minutes; this 
child lived one and a half hours. Dr. P. remarked that this is the first case of 
the kind he hod heard of here. 

Piitrpeml PcnttnilU. — The case was reported by Dr. Homanb, and was 
interesting in connection with its presumed cause. The husband of the 
paltient was suffering at the time from diffuse cellular inflammation about 
the elbow, with a discharge of pus fur two days before her confinement; 
and to this, as a cause, Dr, H, was disposed to attribute her disease. For 
the first two days she did well; but on lb e third day there came on chills 
followed by heal, with tenderness of the abdomen, anxiety and restlessness, 
keadaehe, vomiting, and diarrhoea. Six or eight dejections daily. On the 
fifth day she was somewhat better, but the abdomen was more tender. On 
the BJilh day worse, with light delirium; and on the eighth day after her con- 
finement she died. The abdomen became very tumid, and the diarrhoea con- 
tinned to the last. Some secretion of milk; but cessation of lochia. No au- 
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March 8. — Fii/ae Membrane of Croup. — Dr. BOWDITCH sbowed b Tcry 
perfect and remarkable Bpecimon of tbe monibRine formed in tbe above i]i»- 
eaae. It was a complete cast of the laryni, trachea, and primary diTJ^iMis of 
tlie broncbi, and waa tbrown up, entire, after the use of calomel and ipeucu- 
aalia. Nitrate of ulver was Eubsequeolly used, by the advice of Dr. B., on 
thd return of djspnoM, which was relieved after the membrane came away, 
hut becflnie aggravated in tbe evening of the siuue day. Tbe sotuljon was of 
tite strength uf 5ij ^ Sj of water. The Hponge, about three-fourths of an 
iucb iu diiimeter, welt filled with the solution, was applied to tbe epiglottis 
and its neighbourhood, thoroughly, onoe; vomiting immediately followed, with 
oupious discharge of mucus; the brcathiog was again relieved. The solution 
WUB applied through the night, every two hours, by Dr. Holman, of Harvon], 
Mass., witb whom Dr. Bonditiih saw tbe child, and who comwuuicaled iha 
after punJculHrs of the case t« Dr. B. Tbe child was at first skilfully and 
judiuioosly treated by Dr. Newell. In addition to the application of tbe 
caustic, the powders were continued witb emetic effect. On the 8th of Marcb, 
(the child baviug been first seen by Dr. B. on the Gth, with Dr. Holman] 
after giving a powder, tbe solution, vas applied, vomiting followed, and an- 
other portion of membrane was thrown off about one-half the size of that ex- 
blhited to the Society. Tills was, apparently, mainly from the bronchi of the 
right side. Dr. Holman writes to l)r. B. that this latter discharge of mem- 
brane entirely relieved tUo croupy breathing, and the cough lost its distinctive 
character. A blisteriag tissue (4 — i inches) had been applied, previously, 
below tbe right clavicle, where signs of bronchial intlamma^on had been ob- I 
Bervedj the bowels were moved by oil. Thirst snbsided; appetite began to ' 
reappear. B. Decoct. Si-negsej small doses, every three to four hours. 9th i 
March. Rest good the prevloun night; respiration for post twenty-four honrs al- | 
most perfectly natural i voice does not return; light food apparently relished> 
10th. Report favourable; child calls fur food; pulse 80; breathing nata^ . 
rul; cough tnfretgaent; stoioach and boweU quiet; disposed to sleep, lllb. 
Morning; slept oil night, except when aroused; but quite restless, flin^Dg 
the arms about and frequently moving from one side of the bed to tbe other ■ 
without waking. Pupils, on examination, enlarged ; eyes not injected. &um> | 
nolent tendency, which finally became stupor, and death occurred at 11 I 
o'clock V. 31. No piiil-ntoikm account is given. [The attack was on .| 
March 1 ; duration of disease, consequently, ten days, some hours. The child, • 
a female, three years and a few weeks old; previously in excellent health.] 

l>ri/ Clironu: Aiilirit/s. — Do. Uenev J. Bioelow brought a series of j 
joints, affected, in different degrees, by tbe above disease. The spccineiw i 
wei-e taken from a dissecting-ruom subject. They were like thos« shonred I 
&I a former meeting, hut presented, from one subject, almost all the va- | 
riuties of appearance resultiug from this disease, from a simple depre^on in 
the cartilage, to great wax-like depoiiit upon ihu articular edges (•/oattt/ttUi tie 
cirr), partial disloculiou, and furciga btxUes. I 

Fmeliire if the Rwiiun. — Db. U. J. BiHELOW oxbibitcd some specimens of 
rather rare fracture of the radius. This bono. Dr. B. remarked, is nearly al- 
ways transversely broken. The first specimens shown were from a man who 
feli from a mast-head, producing compouml Iracture of the femur, with di»- 
phkccment and &acture of both wrists. Death, the next day. One radius is 
seen to be split through its articular surface, obliijucly to its dorsal aspect, Iili« 
Uirton'a fracture ; all the dorsal aspect of the joint being broken off. Id tb* * 
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Otber ndiua there was oblique steltalcd fractare of railins od tbe snrfnce of 
the joint; no great deformit; of the joint. Dr. B. pointed out k piece of bone 
in one of the iigamenls of the joint 

Sirani/ulfitton from Eainrgr.d Ttmtih — Latynffniontt/. — Dh. J. 51, War- 
den eboned the kryoic of a m.iD on whom be had performed the ope- 
Mtion, The patient was brought into the bo9pit.il atruggling for breath, and 
almost pulaeiesa, Buppnsed to be liiiboiiriDg under an attack of kri^Dgitis, 
The dnnger of auffocntioQ was bo imminent that no time coald be apsred to 
inquire into the history of the ease. Dr. W. hnd the patient placed imuiedi- 
ately on his buck, and proceeded to open tlie larynx — a matter of sonic diffi- 
oulty — owing to the violent efforia of the patient for breath. As soon as liio 
wr penetrated freely into the larynx, he began to revive; the pulse beoatne 
more steady; the rospiration regular. Stiraulants were CKhibiled both by (he 
month and per anum, but the system had received too severe a shock to recover, 
and he Ki''>'l"al'y Bank and expired i;[uietly in an hour or two after the opera- 
tion. On removing the larynx, no marks of inflammation of that organ could 
be detected. On looking further, however, the cause of death was discovered. 
The tonsils, greatly enlarged, and in a state of violent inflammation, filled up 
the posterior fauces. The epiglottis had been gradually encroached upon, so ■ 
^bat, fiailly, it was pressed down, and almost completely prevented the en- 
trance of air int'^ the lungs. The history of the case, as teamed afterwards 
from the father of the boy was this: Ue had been employed, four days be- 
fore, in unloading a ship, the weatlier being very cold and rainy. The fol- 
loiriiig day lie was taken with sore throat, for which some simple {'emedies had 
been applied on board the vessel where he slept. He was first seen by a phy- 
KSKXa on the dny he was brought to the Hospital. 

Gtdl-ilane*; teilh Ulceration of the Dimdenum., at if to ijive exit to 
tiurm. Fatal Hemorrhaf/e fivm tiie Vieer. Case reported by Dr. Homans. 
— The patient was a large, fine-looking man, 49 years of ago, hut sub- 
ject to colic. Five weeks ago he was taken with a pain across the upper 
half of the abdomen, having somewhat of & rheumatic character, and foUowed 
in a few d.iys by jaundice; the akin and urine being tinged with bile from 
that time,aud towards the lust, deeply go. He kept his bed for a few days, but 
trna soon out uud able to attend to his boainesB. Nine duys ago be was at- 
tacked, whilst walking in the street, with a violentpain in tho abdomen, nausea, 
•nd vomiting ; and, from that time, was confined to his room and mostly 
to his bed. The nausea, however, of which tberc was none in the early part 
tf his sickness, soon subsided ; but the pain continued uotil the la«t, being of 
a colicky, paroxysmal character, with tenderness on pressure over the seat of 
the disease. Appetite small from the time of tho first attack ; and the bowels 
very costive, the dejections being clay-coloured, with much flatulence for the 
but two or three weeks. Five days ago, he bad, after a laxative, the first 
discharge of blood, which was tarry in appearance, consislent, and rather large ; 
Kod twelve or fifteen hours afterwards a second, of liquid blood, and about half 
a pint in amount. The number of these discbarges altogether was not more 
than three or four. On Friday night he hnd one which was estimated at three 
flints, became exoeedingly faint, nearly pulseless; and, from that time, sank 
regularly until ibis morning at uino o'clock (Monday), when be died. 
- The liiseectioa was made by Dr. Jackson, and the parta exhibited by him 
to the Society. The ulcer, which was well defined and apparently recent, oom- 
nenced one-fourth of an inch from tho pylorus, and measured one and a quartet 
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incli l)y three^quarterB of ad inch. From the base there bniie off a firm congn- 
lum of the %\ze of a nutmeg ; the emikll inteetine bciDg dorlc-coTourecl throngbont 
from the quantity of blood it coDtained. About a dessert-spoonful of mnall, 
round, smooth culeuli were cont^ncd in the gall-bladder and ducts; the first 
beiug of medium size, though the parietea were diseased. The ducta, boirever, 
were considerably dilated; the cystic measuring transvereelj at its largest 
part, nhcn cut open, one and a half inches, the hepatic, one and tbree-quartera 
of an inch, and the common duct two inches, but contracting grodnally to its 
natural size where it opened into the intestine. The aiaat interesting point, 
Dr. J. remarked, was an adhesion of the duct to the external snrface of the 
intestine, and just at the situation of the ulcer, though there was no appearance 
of ulceration nor of any other disease of the duct itself; the ulceration com- 
mencing upon the inner surface of the healthy intestine, and apparently with 
Q view to open a communication with the ducts, as, in the case of aneurism 
of the arch of the aorta, ulceration not unfi'equently begins upon the mucous 
surfucc of the oir-passagea or cesophngus, and not upon the inside of the aneu- 
riamal sao, where perforation seems to be the ultimate object. The lirer was 
olive-coloured, small, and quite flaccid, but apparently healthy in structure, as 
were the other organti. 

March 22. — Cancer of the Brmst. Dr. J. SI. Warres presented the 
specimca and related the case. — The patient was 50 years old, and the opera- 
tion was done at the hospital. A year ago, a small movable tumour existed 
in the right breast ; eight months since, she applied to a " cancer doctor," who 
may be said to have manured the lumps with caustic; for, under its constant 
application biqcc, the disease had increased so as to present a formidable tumour 
surmounted by a circular ulceration. The tumour was quite unattached to the 
pectoral muscle, and the whole apparent disease removed by the knife. 

Two or three axillary glands, enlarged from the irritation kept up by the 
caustic, disappeared a few days after the operation. The patient was sumdently 
recovered in a fortnight to go home. 

Dr. W. had seen one or two eases lately of cancer of the breast treated by 
caustic, in which the result has been similar to the one above staled. 

Sffmpolhetic TrovUe I'u the Ears from Dineasc in the %«.— Dr. B«- 
TUDNE related the case. — A single lady, between 50 and GO, who bod com- 
plained of headache, had occasional diarrhma, and was affected with pity- 
riasis — was subject to tinnitus aurium after using the eyes in reading, expo- 
sure to gas-light, &c. There was stiffness of the lids with lachrymalion. 
General means, with count«r-irritatioii, were successfully used. Dr. B. nid 
that this ia the first case of the kind he baa obsorred. 

April 12.— Fihro.ptait!c Tamourfrom cAe JVec/c— Dr. Henry J. BlOBLOW. 

— ^This, n fibro-plastic tumour of two years' standing, situated on the front of % 
young man's neck beneath the platysma, about the siae of a pullet's egg, wu 
easily detached without injury to the vessels. Removed, its appeanuiee ia 
lohuluted; its colour white ; cartilaginous suhstAnce in its centre, and some 
calcareous deposit These tumours, the exhibitor remarked, were formerly 
denominated " gUmdular." Often a tumour of this nature actually resembles, 
under the micrascope, the tissue of the glands among or near to which it ts 
seated. In this sense, the term glandular turns out to be roully not inappro- 
priate. This tumour showed eminently the secreting crypts of glonUe. 
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Entytled Tubercle of the Yeriel/ral Inler-arlkular Fibrixartjlaeje. — Dr, G. J 

H. Gat showed the specimen, taken from a di^H ting-room eubject, fiftj 
jeare of age or upwania. 

No history of the case is known. A vertical section being aeeidcntaljy 
made of four or five dorsal vertebrso, the following appearaucpB pregented 
themselves, after washing away the soft, adhering powder produced in sawing, 
vii,, great vasenkrily of the whole cancellated structure, which was studded 
with numerous, minuta, reddish prominences, at first looking like the gray 
granulations of one form of comroencing tubercle in bone; these were easily 
washed away by a slight jet of water; the cancelli were firm and hard, in some 
spots almost ebumatca ; there was no distinct, softened, infiltrated, or encysted 
tubercle in the bone, though there were two or three irregular cavities which 
may have been the seat of tnbercular deposit at some anterior period. 

Were those reddish prominences the " yranulationt ffruet" of Netaton ? 

The iuter-articulur fihro-cartilages were alt thinner than usual, as if com- 
pressed, and all were more or less diseased ; their vertebral surface was very 
Yiuculor, presenting a thin, reddish tine completely encircling it, as if to form a 
cyst; ID one, spot there was acretaceousdeposit, of the size of a pea, surrounded 
with a ycUowiEb, friable, curdy mass, in a cyst; there were other small en- 
cysted masses, and one much larger than the rest, the cavity filled by which 
would easily adroit the end of a liugcr. In this cavity was a yellowish -white 
suhstaace of a consistence between that of putty and of a chestnut, prcscuting 
under the microscope the cliaracteristica of tuberole, slightly decomposed, very 
friable, and breaking down upon the slightest pressure. This was inclosed in a 
distinct oyst about two lines thick, its cut surface having a red look, and from 
(be inner, smooth surface of which the tubercle could be easily separated. 
Tbe cyst and tubercular mass were confined entirely to the cartilage ; the 
articular surface of the body of the verlchra above and below being excavated 
where the mass pressed, though there did not appear to be any loss of bony 
matter. In detaching the wall of the cyst and cartilage from the bone, the 
latter was found quite hard and smooth, upproaohiog ehumation. 

Some of the cartilage presented its natural look and firmness. There was 
n tubercular mass in one luug, near id /nite, as large as a pigeon's egg, some- 
what more softened than the above. 

Scinkoui I'urotid Glattil. — Dr. J. Mason Warhes showed the spe- 
cimen, which had been successfully removed. The patient was a farmer 
fifty-two years old. Twenty-five yeurs ago, a tumour made its appearance in 
front of the ear. This imperceptibly int-ruased, giving him no pain or Jn- 
C'^nvetiicoce until two mouths since, when it was injured by a blow, and sinoe 
then has rapidly increased in size. The night after the blow, he perceived 
that there waa sonie insensibility in the skin in front of the tumour. For 
some time past he has hei.'Q unable to close the right eye. " Now, there is an 
oval, promiuent, even, well-defined tumour in front of the light ear, over- 
lying the ramus of lower jaw, aud occupying the position of the parotid gland. 
Its long axis is parallel with a line drawn from the angle of the jaw to the 
estfimal angle of the orbit. Its greatest length is three inches, width two 
inches. Upper margin is on a level with the angle of the eye; lower margin 
with the angle of the jaw ; posterior is overlapped by external ear. Integument 
is movable; not discoloured. Tumour is of firm eousistencc; not tender on 
pressure; not attuched to bone, yet but slightly movable. Does not move 
with lower jaw ; cannot be felt in mouth. There is much numbness of cheek 
iQ front, and a dull, but not severe pain in the tumour itself." {/hup. Reoird.) 




^ 
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WbeD tbe patient entered tbe Hospital, one or two glands in the neigbbour- 
hood of tbe tumour were enlarged, apparently from tbe effect of foxat irrilal- 
iog application ho bad mode for the purpose of discUBsiog it. Under treac- 
ment, these with one exception disappeared. He was extremely deairnus of 
having the tumour removed, and on a conaultaUon of the BUrgcODB it wu 
decided Uiat the attempt should be made. 

The patient being etherized with chloric ether, an inciaion was miide from 
just aboTe the euperior border of the tumour to a little below ita inferior part. 
This nas crossed by another incision commencing at the mastoid process, and 
terminating on the cheek. The fibrous capsule of the gland wus now cut into, 
and the tumoor gradually loosened by dissecting carefully around its circmn- 
ferenco. Ita adhesions were so close, and the texture so firm that it was foond 
impossible to proceed but with great caution; the vessels that were divided 
under the edges of the tumour being secured with much difficulty. The 
tumour was first loosened from it« attachment to the zygomatic process, then 
dissected from the masseter muscle, the transverse facial artery and tbe paro- 
tid duct being cut away at this stage of tbe dissection. It was next detached 
from its firm adhesions to the stemo-mostoid muscle and mastoid prooew, 
and its adhesions to the ear and the trunk of the facial nerve cut off. Finally, 
by means of the blade and handle of tbe knife it was separated, from before 
biLckwards, from the great artery a.nd vein which lay imbedded in its poste- 
rior wall, the latter being cut and tied. Four or five arteries required liga- 
tures. An enlarged gland in tbe neighbourhood was removed separately from 
the tumaur- 

Tbe mouth was found paralyzed after the operation. Tbe eye which the 
patient was unable to close before, either in sleep or when awake, was found, 
a few days subsequent to the removal of tbe tumour, to drop down so as 
partially to cover the eyeball when he was asleep. 

An examination of the tumour after its removal Ebowed it to be the parotid 
in a scirrhous state; the microscope dJEclosing an abundance of i-uuccrooa 
cells; with it was included a lymphatic gland imbedded in ite lower and sodtr 
portions. Dr. W. states that he had once or twice removed tumours fVom this 
bitualioD, apparently formed by the above lymphatic gland in a diseased elate; 
tbe lower edge of the parotid being raised up and spread out on the surfaw. 

The presence of the parotid duct and the facial nerve in the tumuur now 
ehnwn, together with its anatomical relations, left no doubt aa to the organ 
diseased- 

Dr. CuARUEs E. Ware reported a case of fneumitcepli'on. — It occurred 
in a female child ton months old, nurting, but in the habit of* fi-vding 
wore or luss. She was perfectly well on Wednesday morning, April 21, 
uid bod eaten pretty freely of minced salt fish, while the family were at 
breakfast. Early in the forenoon, while nursing, she suddenly stopped, WW 
eick ut tbe stomach, and vomited. Tbe vomiting continued, with some indi- 
cations of general distress, till iha aflemoon, wlien an injection was given. 
Itcameaway without bringingmuch with it. The vomiting continued through 
the night, and Dr. VV. saw the child at about 9 o'clock the nest tnoniiog. 
It bod just bad a pretty copious discharge of bloody mucus, as the mutlwr 
•aid, with some relief to tbe uneasiness. It was the Grst dischorgo of this 
claroeter which it had hud. The longest interval which had been pascd 
without vomiting was about two hours. The matter vomited was gKenub 
liquid. The child had refused ibe breast from the first; its couutciionce 
Was pule uud suukuu. The respiration was hurried, with free actlou of ibe 
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abdomen. The ekin vas quite natDral. She vnuld Eiuile and liikc notice, 
giving DO eigna of froctiooHness, nor of being in pain. The abdomen was not 
very tender. Nothing could be discovered by the touch. Pnlse 140, of good 
character. She waa put under the influenee of Dover's powder, and con- 
tinued in about the semo condition through the day. In the evening, con- 
trary to Dr. W.'b direction, a dose of oil vaa given which occasioned anme 
distress. The next morning, at 8 o'clock. Dr. W. found her scnaclcss and 
sinking. Abdomen much more full and tender. Sphincter ani entirely 
relaxed. Introduoing the tittle finger, the tumour could be reached. She 
had had several dejections of bloody mucus, and nothing else. The vomit- 
ing had continued of the same character. She died at half-past 9 A. KI., 
ahont forty-eight hours from the commencement. 

Aulopinf. — There was found an intussusception of a portion of the ileum, 
of the caecum, of the ascending colon, and of half the transverse colon into tlig 
rcmiunder of the transverse, and of the descending colon — tbe lowest portion 
being just twelve inches from the anus. The appendix was just projecting 
from the invagination, intensely red. The ileum, for several inches above 
the invagioatioD, was very red and injected ; but tbe rest of the intestines not 
at all BO, nor was the colon below the invagination. There was no trace of 
peritooitie. There was about a gill of eerum in tbe peritoneum. 

Dr. CsARLEa E. Wake also reported a case of Vahulnr Di*eate of ihe 
Heart, and eibibited the specimen. Ho was called, for the first time, 
April 22, at 11 o'clock P. M-, to see a young woman aged 27. She hod 
been in rather feeble health, and subject to palpitation for several years. 
Never had anything like rheumatism. She had rather a severe asthmatic 
attack, as it was called, attended by hemoptysis, in tbe December previous. 
Dr. W. found her sitting up in bed, livid, breathing like a person in asthma, 
and complaining of a most distressing palpitation. She had been, ihrongh 
the day and evening, as well as usnal, and retired as well an usual. On get- 
ting into bed, the palpitation commenced. She had a similar attack about a 
week previous, which obliged her to sit up half the night. It then occurred 
after an unusual excitement. Her pulse was now strong, quick, and regular. 
There was no opportunity for any examination of the chost. She was unable 
to lie down, and was constantly tossing about in the greatest distress. She 
constantly hawked, and spit from bur mouth, most copiously frothy mucus. 
The inhaluUoD of sulphuric ether was tried, at first with benefit; but, as she 
got under the iofiucnce of it, with depression, which forbade the continuance 
of it. Afterwards, under the influence of chlorio ether and elixir of opium, 
she got relief from (ho eitrenie distress, and fell into a digturl)ed sleep. 
Tlio violent action of the heart was not entirely checked. At about 4 o'clock 
in the morning, however, without warning, she suddenly died. 

Aulop*y. — Great rigidity. Extreme whiteness of the face and lips. Blood 
qnite liquid, but with some coagula in the heart. Not an abnormal amount of 
aemin in the pericardium. Appearance of heart normal. The mitral valves 
CO coDtracled that they would not admit the little finger. The aortal valves 
very much thickened, with commencing vegetations. The thickening confined 
. to that portion of the valvo which is natur.-tUy the thickest. The auricle of 
the left aide very greatly thickened. The left voutriclo natural in thickness 
and character. The right side of the heart normal. The loft lung very 
generally adherent : about eight ouncea of flaid In right pleura. Both lungs 
very oodematous. No signs of tubercle. The bronchia filled with frothy 
eerum. The mucous nicrabrane of the primary bronchia of a deep livid red 
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colour ; as it extended into the smaller branches, it became of a natural hne. 
The right lung nas very much condensed, varying in different parts, but quite 
us much 80 in the upper us tbe lower. In a very considerable portion, the 
lung was perfectly caruitied, and admitted no air. 

The case presented two points of considerable interest: The character of 
the pulse. Dr, W. had never ielt the patient's pulse previous to the attack 
of which she died. During the paroxysm, it was of good strength and caliber, 
and so fur as could be judged, wlien beating so rapidly, regular. This ia 
contrary to the rule in mitnu contraction, lu a case which he reported to 
the Society some years since, of which the spccineD is in the cabinet, and 
where the contraction was about the same as in the present specimen, the 
pulse was never so dbtinct that it could be counted, although the patient was 
frequently seen for a long time before her death. He tbonght it possible 
that the violent action of the ventricle upon a small supply of blood might, 
during a paroxysm of palpitation, give unusual strengthto the pulse, although 
he did not remember to have noticed it in the former case. Another point 
was the condition of the right lung- The patient was as well as usual when 
she went to bed. There was no reason to suppose that there was any dieease 
existing in the lungs at that time, certainly not of the character and extent 
which were found after death. And yet in five hours a considerable portion of 
one lung had become perfectly camified, having the appearance as if tha air 
had been expelled by disease rather than by compresuon from without, 
the effusion into the pleura not being sufGoiont to have occasioned it. 

Sitddeit Enlargement of die Abdomen duriiiff Fregnaney. Death, a few 

duyt after. — Dr. Ohanning related the case. Mrs. , aged 20j married. 

Was called to see this case in oanaultation with the attending pbysiciati. 
On reaching the address, Dr. C. learned that, a week before, patient com- 
plained of pain in right side of trunli, reaching quite down to and through the 
pelvis on that aide. At times, pain greatly increased, shooting up to right 
slioulder, side of head, and especially to the eyes. Vision at such times im- 
puircd, or lost He was told that the patient was about four months pregnant 
That she had been thought pregnant some months before her present state, and 
hod successfully used the means of procuring abortion. In her present preg- 
nancy had been troubled with vomiting for about two mouths ; but this had 
ceased three or four weeks ago. Sbe was still liking medicines for abortion, 
especially those sold by a woman named Keslcll, and had been taking them at 
the time of the attack, a week ago. She had been very hot ; with very i»pid 
pulse ; intensely flushed ; at times delirious ; very thirsty. Dr. C. found this 
history confirmed by seeing the patient In addition, be found her to be veni 
nearly speechless; that is, ahe was labouring to speak, but could hardly arti- 
culate a word. She obviously wished for something, but, with all her ejort^ 
oould not moke her wants known. Swallowing wae nearly impossible; vio- 
lent choking and suffocation attended any attempt at deglutition. It did not 
seem that anything passed into the oesophagus. Tongue dark brown, dry, 
rough, cracked. The face was of the deepest crimson; eyes brilliant; skin 
hot. I'ulse between 160 and 160; of sufficient strength. She was very 
restless. Respiratory sounds, or those aeoompanyiug breathing, were atertor- 
uus, resembling the dry, husky, shrill breathing of eruup or laryngitis. 

Examination of the abdomen furnished very interesting resuUs. The ab- 
domen was filled and distended bya large tumour, as hard, nay harder than 
is the impregnated womb. Kkt on percussion, and without fluctuation. 
Tender on preseuis. Auscultation diacorered neither the placcuUry tuunna^ 
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or bruif, nor tlie sound of the fcntal heart. Dr. Channing had not Lesrd of 
this uterine or abdominal diateDaion, nor of the suddenness of its occarrcnce. 
He inquired concerning these points, and learned that, previous to Friday 

last, a. week ago, Mrs. was no larger than is usual at the fourth or 

fifth mouth. That, being down stmrs, she told a friend of the sudden increase 
of si»e, and begged her to feet the abdomen. As she bad never detected any 
fulness before, the present stale of things struck her as very extraordinary. 
Her physician had seon her on Friday, before an attack of the pains in the 
abdomen, and elsewhere, as above described ; but was suro that her size was 
then natumL He, however, liod not stated that she bad so suddenly increased 

Sjiaminntion prr vngiiiam. — This showed (be vagina to bo entirely empty. 
Ila cuLde-uif was drawn up almost out of reach, and fult to be forcibly on the 
Mretcb. Os uteri could not be reached. It was at once inferred that, in the 
rapid growth of the womb (for the distension of the abdomen could not bo 
well explained without referring it to enlarged womb), it had risen strongly 
into the abdominal cavity, and had dragged up with it its vagiual connectious. 

The question now arose, upon what this sudden enlargement of the womb 
depended. At &rst, it was asked if it did not depend upon internal uterine 
lumnrrhage. Br. C. had beeu called to a case of this kind occurring at a 
lute period of pregnancy. Death had occurred before he reached the address, 
ud this was only about ten hours after the first symptoms of uterine trouble 
were manifested. These wore agonizing uterine pain, violent jactitation, paln- 
tiess, faintness, sunken pulse, coldness, increased fulness and tenderness of 
abdomen, &c — to ordinary symptoms of great hemorrhage. Examination 
discovered the womb to be full of blood; the placenta and membranes every- 
where detached from the womb, and an eight months' child in it« cavity. In 
aone of its symptoms did the present case resemble that just briefly de- 
nribed. 

The whole situation of (he patient was so critical, and the eitreme diffi- 
culty of deglutition so great, every attempt apparently threatening death, that 
it was pretty obvious sbo could survive but for a few hours only. Dr. C- 

kamed, early in the morning following hie visit, that Mrs. died at 8 

o'clock the evening before, and about four Siours after he left her house. 

Atttopiy, tocn^y hoan ofitr death. — Eiternul appearance and slate, striking. 
XLe face, especially the cheeks, which had been intensely red the day before, 
ntaincd their colour perfectly. The blush was so distinct that it seemed 
impossible that life had departed. The limbs were, however, perfectly rigid. 
SngiiktioDB existed in all their usual situations — neck, back, axilla), &.C. &a. ; 
Ae whole state, in short, showing the questionless presence of death. The 
abdominal tumour was eoft«r than before death, and bad somewhat subsided. 

Upon opening the abdomen, the womb was found reaching from the sym- 
pbysis pubis to the epigastrium, and QUing out full; the sides of the abdominal 
cavity. It was mottled, or rather streaked with dark, livid markings, which 
Imve never been before met with by Dr. 0., and looking as if its cavity were 
filled with a dark fluid. The surface was perfectly smooth, and without any 
Sinrks of inflammation of its peritoneal cavity. Upon raising the womb, tbo 
Vallopian tubes were found pairing oft' from its sides midway of the organ, 
precisely as happens to theui at the close of pregnancy. The o^-aries pre- 
•entcd a very singular appearance. Upon raising the womb, they were seen 
lunging at its sides about live inches In luugth, and very closely resembling 
in shape the enlarged kidney, having tbe narrowing or depressiou of that 
organ at the pelvis. The ovaries were tilled with a fluid in cysts. It did not 
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resoluble the ordinary oily Huid of ovarian dropsy. On the contmry, it exactly 
redoubled wut^r. The uvnrics were distended with this liijuid, and so weak 
were the cyals that they broke and discharged their contents on very slight 
pressure, or cftreleBa handling. 

Upon opening tho cavity nf the womb, about four quarts of perfectly 
colourless fluid flowed out. At tho close of the discbarge, some blond np< 
pearcd. This had probably been effused recently, or during the examiniitiun, 
&s the water was not in the least coloured by blood. A fistus was seen in the 
lower port of the womb in its membranes, and being removed, another fstns 
was discovered still lower in the external cavity. Uuth were ntulee, and the 
first seen woe much larger than tho other. Xiie cords passed downwards, and 
were found springing from a single placenta, situated over the os uteri, and 
attached to its nock. The placenta was easily detached, being softened almost 
to the state of grumous blood. The decidua was very distinct in palehes; 
but generally it was found separated from tho uterine surface. The sub- 
atanco of the womb was about foar lines in ihickncss, and seemed watery. 
There wos no effusion into tho peritoneal earity. There was no other disea^ 
discovered. 

Jlemrir/cf. — The diBtinguishing fact in this case is the rapid increase in the 
eixe of the abdomen. It occurred almost in a day. It bad been preceded 
by pains, and weakness, loss of appetil«, great heat, rapid pulse. But tha 
medical attendant felt sure that, vp to tbe time above spoken of, one week 
before iny visit, bo had discovered no increased size. The question occurred, 
to what this rapid formation of fluid was owing; what was its source? Dr. 
Channing supposes it to have boon secreted by tbe womb, and that it wm col- 
lected between it and tho membraiieB. He thinks the preceding symploiM 
show this, and that no case of ezcce«ve liquor atniiiif in his recollection, pK- 
sents such symptoms. In this last disease, the fluid collects slowly, and becomes 
a cause of trouble and distress by tEio over-distension accompanying it. ThtOi 
I again, Dr. C. said, the very unusual state of tho ovaries favoured strongly Ifae 
doctrine that tbe fluid in the womb was directly produced from the orgu 
itself, and not from one of the foetal membranes. Tho ovaries were both of 
them very Urge, the right the larger, as was the f<etus in the right part of 
the womb much larger than the kft one. This size was owing entirely to 
serous effusion into, and distension of tbe ovarian vesicles, as before staled. 
Dr. C. thongbt it was highly probable that tbe disease of the ovaries began aX 
tbe BuniQ time with that of the nterus. 

0/ the tretUment. — Ii was pretty clear on Friday, as Dr. C. remuked, 
that treatment was out of tbe question, it being obvious that life, under such 
circumstances, could not be sustained much longer. It was proposed (o punc- 
ture tho membranes. But, in the first plaec, tho os uteri oould not be 
reached ; and in tbe second, death would probably have been chiefly iaddent 

to the operation, so near to death was Mrs. at Dr. C.'s visit. Tlie 

atttojwff showed what was the situation of tbe placenta. Hemorrhage muct 
have been the result of tbe operation above referred to. 

From tbe whole history of the case, is it not probable that it was prodneed 
by the various nicaauros which had been adopted to procure abortion ? Othen 
were referred to besides those above named, and doubtless together tbey pro- 
duoed tbe nrtorial disturbance, and ultimately the disease which ended in 
death. 

F'lUro-pIaaie Jnfillrtilion of the Sti'n.— Dr, HENRY J. BiGKLOW sbowed 
tbe speeimcn, a piece of tho sktu of a female breast, as large as tbe palm of 
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the baor], Btudiled with eancerous-looliing tuberoies. TLe tiiicrofcope cJuclarcd 
their uon-muligiiQUt cbarocter. Tbe mats bad been extirpated at tbc age of 
10, 27, aod ui>iT again for tbe third time, by Dr. B., the patient being 47 
years old. 

Fibro-fitait'c Tumour in the Parotid Glnnd. — Dr. Hesry J. BiGEiow 
exhibited a tumour of tbe siio of a Bmnll billiard ball, removed frnm the 
parotid of a female. Tumour of baeaty jean' stuodiDg; very friable and 
granulnr. It lay flecp behind the angle of the jaw upon tbe styloid process, 
and under tbe stemo-mastoid muscle. 

Denfiifts, nearli/ lolaly fo/liiKi'mj Sumatra Feirr. Rccuvcti/ leu monlhg 
afier. Re^irled lif Dr. Bethuse. — A gentleman, 30 years old, consulted 
Dr. B. on DecembiT 19, ISal. His liealtb was generally good. Seven 
tuontlia before, be bad fever in Sumatra, and on recovery found himself 
nearly nholly deaf, in which stale he continued np (o the time Dr. B. sow 
liim. At that time be could hardly be made to hear anything. Tinnitus for* 
merly, now none. No pain. Uesufr^rs much from cold in the ears and back 
of neelt. On cxaminutiou, meati wholly destitute of cerumen. Tympana 
Bomewbat opaque. Ho was ordered tr. iodini to mastoid processes; to be 
repeated every three to five days, according to the amount of irritation 
produced, and to take iuterually tr. liyd. oiymur. gr. one- sixteenth, three 
times a-day, gradually increased. (He had had leeches and blisters without 
relief.) 

At the end of eighteen days be bad somewhat improved in hearing, and 
soon after reported a f^irtlier improvement, and a diminution of the cold 
feeling. Fd^. 5. Still improving, ceruraen now abundant. Ho continued his 
treatment till the sublimate was increaaed to about one-fourth gr. three timas 
B-day; being followed by tenderoces, with puin in abdonwn, and Blight soreness 
cf gums, it was intermitted for a few days and again resumed. The last lime 
Dr. B. saw him, he could bear wilh ease commna uonversation addrea^Hl to him, 
knd in church oould nearly follow the clergyman throughout tbe service and 
sermon. Tbe wax has becomo so redunduut aa on two occasions to require 
temoval. 

Dr. Stoeer referred to a case reparted by him some months since, 
of a woman at the hospital, who had severe ceri'bral symptoms which 
were relieved by mercury [see E.ctritcts, pp. 190, 200J. — Dr. S. stated that 
she left the hospital some time after he reported her cose, and was carried to 
Deer Island, where she remained for a oonsideruble time, when all tlie bad 
Eyinptoms returned wbiub were manifested while she was at the hospital ; and 
Bue died a week or two since. Upon piitt-morlem, examination, the vessels of 
the brain were found very much congustud ; and tbe portion of the right fron- 
tul bone where tbe node fasd existed was thickened to a great extent. It has 
lieen sscertidued that, years since, she suSered from syphilis. 

M'lj/ 10. — CaTvnture of the Loieer Eztremitiea. — Dr. J, B. S. Jaci^SON 
mentioned a case of this deformity, which ho first saw three years since. The 
child was then very bandy-legged; some mechanical supports were worn fur 
ft while, but, being found oumtiruus, were thrown aside. The limbs began 
to bend when the child began to walk, aad the curvature was greatest at the 
age of two and a half to three years ; both lower exlremiljcs bowed tbroughouL 
yesterday Dr. J. again saw the child, and found the limbs jier/ctV^y »lrui</kti 
the child walking as well aa any child. 
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Dr. IIenrt J. BiQELOW said tbat he Eupposed nine cases out of ten got 
well of thtmaelves. Ue ftlluiied to Gu^riii's treatment of a certain case, a 
female patient, taken to liim b; Dr. B. No mecbtiDieal Bupport was em- 
ployed ; invigorating means to the system in general ; tbe seusiiie ; frictioDa; 
continual use of a balf and balf mixture of claret and water. Cure. 

Dr. CO.U.E afiked if it be not tru" that nature nearljr always repairs such 
defonniliea? He referred to tbe deformity gome times observed in infantg, 
the head being distorted by continually nursing at one breast; tbe head re- 
covers itn Bhape again. * 

Dr. Jackson said that tbe beads of adults are often unsyinmetrical. Tbe 
Germans, from n peculiarity in tlioir tending, wbile children, get the occiput 
flattened. Dr. J. also spoke of a cose of flattening of (ho occiput na a cdnsc- 
quGDce of scrofulous disease in the cervical vertebrfe, it being ncccssaiy to 
place the child constantly on its back. 

In answer to a question from Dr, Jackson, at, to the treatment of cntred 
limbs, &c., Dr. Buckmineter Bro'wn made tbe following remarks: In tbe 
cases referred to by Dr. Jackson (fffnu extfirgum), there is much weakness of 
tbe ligaments of the knee-joint, and the bones are likewise generally impli- 
cated. These cases will sometimes completely recover by merely strengthen- 
ing the general system ; but those more formidable cases, in which the cunre 
is very marked, involving both the tibia and fibula, and commencing about 
three inches above the ankle, are probably never cured without surreal treat- 
ment. Dr. Brown men^oned an operation which he had seen pcrfonned JQ 
Paris, which consisted in straightening the limb instantaneously, by a procen 
of gentle but forcible traction ; producing, in certain coses, what may be termed 
a sub-fracture, or, as the French term it, "frarture lamrUnire tnleratitielUi" 
in other coses, the softened bone is simply moulded into its proper sliape, Uie 
hands of the operator being the only instrument employed. 

The periosteum in either cose is left uninjured. The limb afterwards 
receives appropriate support by splints, &c. This operation has been done 
under the authority of, and the cures authenticated by, a number of the tnost 
distinguished French sur^ni. MM. Louis, Dubois, BlandJn, Jobert, HAyer, 
Serres, and Orfila have given it Uteir uni:|aali(ied support. 

Dr. B. said that this operation ia applicable to certain cases only, and in 
these it offers n valuable addition to our means of removing ibis deformity. 
It is not fallowed by inflammation, constitutional irritation, or by any injury 
to the general health; and there is apparently less puin ottendant upon it 
than accompanies the division of a tendon, or any of the minor operations in 
surgery. 

Dr. B. likewise stated that the apparatus which bad been foond most use- 
ful (in cases where no operation was admisFihlc, or where, from the ditbillly 
of the subject, or from any other cause, the surgeon does not feel authorlted 
to run the risk of leaving the result to unassisted nature) consists of a steel 
spring applied to the concavity of the affiHtted hmb, taking for its points tt 
support the internal malleolus and the internal condyle and tuberosity of lite 
femur. Ijatcral straps extending from this spring grasp the convexity of the 
curve, and tend constantly to draw the growing bone towards the said spring, 
and to give that support which is here so strongly indicated. 

This is tt very efficient instrument, and its importance will be renililj sp- 
precaated in the cases under consideration, if the dis.td vantages to which ^e 
feeble limbs are subjected be duly considered, tbe weight of the body causing 
the limbs to bend, and so an inde6nit« increase of the distortion becoming 
imminent. The hygienic treatment already mentioned, country air, wliole* 
some food, and tonics, if deemed necessary, ore important as auxiliaries. 
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Dr. Bethcne asked, if recurrence of the curvature is likeljr to huppeD afuir 
the nboTe mode of straightening and treatment ? 

Dr. BrnwD replied tual the eupport is to be continued until the system 
eeeniB sufficient!; strong to woiraat trustiDg to its powers alone. RecurreDco 
is Dot Ilk el J. 

Dr. Inches epoko of the effect of bad diet, and of diet improper to the age 
of children; these sra often the causes of this sort of deformity. After the 
above operation, a proper diet confirms the eure. Rachitis, remarked Dr. L, 
near); always esistii in these cases. He had observed curvature, of the nature 
above referred to, of the forearm, and it was treated in the manner men- 
tioned by Dr. Brown. 

Dr. W. E. TowssEND bad seen, in a very healthy situation, near the White 
BIountiuQS of New Hampshire, a family, all the children in which were unable 
to stand upright; the limbs were curved and rachitic; the bones breuking fre- 
qncntly. In this instance, which is a remarkable one, the state of the system 
could not have arisen from deprivation of light and air, mentioned as a came 
"by some members of tlie Society. 

Hemorrkage from the Moulk and Aittu in a ttnnfy-bom Child. — Dr. 
CoALE reported the case. The child, bom on Friday last, was, to all 
appeanmce, well ; the parents healthy. The day after birth, Dr. 0. noticed 
■ome eeagulaled blood in its mouth. !□ the evening of the same day, it 
vomited moch fresh blood, saturating two toweb. B. — Acidi sulphuriei 
aromatic!; guttam unam. Repeat every two hours. Neit day, appeamnees 
more favourable. The blood was voided by the mouth and by the anus. On 
the third day, the hemorrhage having ceased, there was substituted for the 
acid, sulphate of iron, in the dose of one-sixth of a grain, in solution, every 
three hours. This was coDtinued for three days, graduolly increasing the 
iolervol between the doses. The child, which Dr. C. supposed could not 
recover, is now four weeks old, and quite hearty. Dr. C. remarked that ho 
knew of no case where such nn amount of bleeding, at such an age, had not 
proved fatal. The effect of the aatringenis employed was apparently very 
narked. The cord was not hastily tied in this ease. Dr. C. mentioned this, 
because injurious results, from tying the funis before the ceasation of pulsa- 
tion, have lately been spoken of, by Dr. Storer, before the Society. The blood 
was supposed, by Dr. 0., nut to have come wholly from the stomach. When 
UirowQ off, it was very fresh ; and that passed from the bowels was hut little 
changed. There was no bleeding from the cord. 

Dr. Jackson referred to a ease of very estcnaive pulmonary apoplexy, re- 
ecrded in the Catalogue of the Society's Cubioet ; he thought it possible that, 
ID this case, there might have been some such trouble. 

Dr. CoiLE said there was nothing to indicate it, that he observed. 

Rheumatintu P«cidiarili/ in it» C'oume. — Dr. C. E. Ware mentioned 
the case of a woman, fifty years of age, first seen by him, for the present 
attack, two weeks since. Symptoms — fever, chills, pain in left side. Physi- 
cal signs — extensive dulness on percussion over cardiac region, souffle with 
tbe sevond sound of the heart. Un the second day, the right hand became 
painful ; cardiac symptoms abated ; on the third day the left hand was attncked, 
and also the left knee ; cardioo symptoms still more relieved. Two days 
since, severe pain earoe on in the right side; strong subcrepitant riile over the 
Tight lung, and at the base of the left lung ; great dyspna'a ; bronchial respi- 
ration at the base of the left lung ; the rheumatic pain in the left hand anil 
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ktiec Jiminislictl. Yesterday, EudJenlj, rbeamatie pain attacked the riglit 
wrUt, tile pulmoDnry symptoms subsiding. ConditioQ the eame to-duy. 

Tiip/ilo-ailerittt.— Dr. W. E. TowNSEND related the case. The patient 
was a man, thirty-four years old, stout and fleshy, iat«mperatc in eat- 
ing, but perfuctly temperate in drinking. He was attended by Dr. S- D. 
Townsdnd for the present illness, nhich came on with violent pain in tbe 
region of<the caocuni, on Wednesday lasL He took, of hie own accord, pil. 
cocbice, grs. xv, bnt there was increase of the pain. Dr. Townaend prescribed 
three grains of calomel, with aomc opium ; in the afternoon he also took 
scanu ; there was continaal, great increase of the pain ; a small injeotioa 
procured a slight discharge from the bowels. Next day he ejected from the 
mouth a fluid resembling senna in appoaninco. Nothing medicinal taken bat 
sulphate of morphine. Death occurred on Sunday morning lust. 

Patient bos had similar attacks about every six months, for the laet four 
years} which generally were relieved by pil. cochise. 

Pvil-morltm aramiiiation disclosed slight peritoneal inflammation arottnd 
the csBCum; the appendix cseci greatly diseased, and a communication through 
the appendix into an abscess just external to tho intestine. Intestine per- 
fectly pervious. 

Dr. Jackson ramarkod that there was do foreign body in tbe appendix, in 
this case, as is usually found. He added that it is difficult to account for so 
great an amount of inflammation in tho absence of a foreign body; the Utter 
may be lost through the perforation in such coses, passing into the cavity of 
the abscess. In this instance, the appendix was oblittirated near to lbs 
cncum ; up to the line of obliteration, it was quite healthy ; where diaewed, 
the parietes were greatly thickened, and gangrene seemed threatening. Tha 
abscess just external to the appendix is very nearly constant in tbeso cases. 
Dr. J. added that it is a very curious fact that, the inteatines being found ao 
free from any obstruction, the symptoms of stoppage should bo so very 
marked. 

Dr. Townsend, Jr., said that the case had been supposed to he one of into*- 
snsception. He added that the fat aa tlie liaea albu measured from one and 
a half tn two inches in thickness, 

M-ii/ ■H.—Encm!,i>l;u! Dismt o/ihe Ilaiil anil Face. — An account of thfl 
case wan read by Dr. pKaRT. I. U., aged five years ami seven months, hav- 
ing previously had perfect health, and wilhoot any predisposition to malignant 
disease, was aGTected about the middle of December lost with a swelling near 
the angle of the loirer jaw, on the right side. When it was disuovercd, his 
parents supposed it arosu from a carious tooth, and took him to a physiciaa 
in the neighbourhood, wbi) extracted tho back molar tooth. The swelling, 
bnwever, continued to increase; and on the 15th of February, two months 
after the commoncemeut of the disease, Dr. P. saw him. He was looking 
rather pale, but otherwise seemed in good health; appetite good; boweb 
regular ; pulse SO ; respiratory functions normal ; complained of no pain. 
The swelling at this tiine was perhaps half the sixe of a hen's egg, quit* 
elastic to the touch, and not painful on pressure; subsequently, it continued 
constantly to increase iu size, until it occupied the whole of the right cheek, 
pnMsiug the soft parts into the mouth, separating the jaws, aud at last 
preventing the child from taking anything but liquid fond. About three 
weeks before his death, which look place on the l^ih of this mouth, ulcera- 
tion ooumenoed ou the iuaide of the cheek, which freely discharged a bloody, 
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offKDaive fluid. Early in March, a sweliing appeared under llie left eye, and 
»oon after, iinotlier came bai-k of ihe ieft ear, and one near the angle uf the 
lower jaw on the left side. Tlic last (wo 'did not increuao much in sixe, but 
the one under the eye pressed up the lower lid bo as completely to close liio 
eye. 

The veins over the entire Burface of each of these swellings were enlarged, 
but the skin was pale lite the rest of the body. About the time the nwelling 
ooKmcnced on the left side, the head began to assume an elongated appear- 
Bnce, and before death, the frontal and parietal bones were separated several 
lioea. A few days before death, the measurement from the point of the 
tumour on the right side, to the occiput, wns eleven and a half incljcs. Some 
weuks before his death he lost his sight, and partially his hearing. The other 
BCDsoe he retained to the last. Through the whole course of the disease, 
until within twenty-four hours of his death, when bo became delirious, be 
retained his intellectual faculties, and stl the funutiona went on well, except 
nutrition. Ho died anemic. He complained of no pain; his Bppetit« was 
good ; for the most part of the time he slept well; the bowels were regular; 
the urinary secretion healthy and abundaut. He wus seen by Bi-s. ^'arreu, 
Bigelow, Storer, Jackson, and Clarke. 

The pnet-morlfTn examinntion was made by Dr, J, B. 8, Jackson, who 
Mated the following appearances to the Society : — 

The beud was mt examined. Dr. J. compared the diseased mass to blood 
recently effused and coagulated; in some portions, fibrin was observed. The 
ma«B esteuded above the zygoma; the same disease existed in the dura mater; 
over the vertex, the membrane, for a space of two inches, was lost in the 
diseased masR; the inner walls of the cranial bones were eroded in spots; the 
frontal bone was separated fruni the parietala und from the sphenoid. Oa 
the left side there was a sunguineous tumour of the dura mater. The brain 
ivas healthy ; also the other organs, esccpt the kidneys, which were ex- 
tensively and deeply ecchymoscd. One of the kidneys was exhibited by Dr. 
Jackson, and a drawing of one of them by Br. Perry. Also drawings of the 
child's head and faee, both front and profile view, were shown by Dr. V. 

Di. Henry J. Biuelow thought the {jrineipul points seemed to be the 
absence of whit« tissue in the diseased moss ; the lock of appearances peculiar 
to encephaloid; also, the lesion of the kidney was not mere ecchymosis, there 
Was actual disease ; the coognlum-like mutt'jr wus more cellular than bloody ; 
what light-coloured material existed was slightiy fibroid, hot cliieSy cellular; 
the cells luul much the appuurance of pus-cells. Br. B. showed drawings of 
the cells ; he added that the constitutional character of the disease was su£- 
eicnt to establish its cancerous nature. 

Dr. Bacun remarked that the portion of the diseased mass examined by 
him was so injured by decomposition, that he could not be positive as to the 
Uktnre of the cells ; he, however, supposed them to be cancerous. 

June 1-1. — Filial Unn/trihaffe fiinn llut Fanii. — Dr. Storer reported tile 

otue. Dr. S. was called. May Si, at 10 P. M., to Mrs. T , in labour with 

her fourth child, Innn bourhhe wusdulivered of a fine, large, healthy-looking 
«faild, weighing about eight pounds. The funis was IJed with a piece uf nur- 
^row bobbin. After seeing the swathe applied mid the patient com furtable, l)r. 
£. left her. At about live the next niorniug ho woe called to see the child, which 
wu bleeding from the funis; found it pallid, cold, the pulse scarcely percepti- 
ble. Efforts were made to ruvive it, but it died in a few minut«a afu-r Dr. S. 
reached the house, The lig:ituro applied just after birth was i^till upon the 
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funis, and at the extremity of the funie wob a coagalum. The greater por- 
tion of the funis was of a bright arterial colour. 

After the birth of the child, Dr. S. waited, as is his custora, for the pnlaa- 
tiona of the cord to cease, and then applied the ligature with the usual force, 
examining to sec if the bleeding was stopped ; and again, after the expiration 
I -of fiftepu or twenty minutes, after the mother had been swathed, he looked, as 
I 'he invariably does before leaving the chamber, at the funis. It did not bleed. 
I tt appears, from the remarks of tbo nurse, that the child was applied to the 
[ . breast in about one hour after Dr. S. left. No bleeding was then noticed, and 
t Ihe child readily took the nipple. Between four and five in the morning, 
f four or five hours after birth, its clothes were found saturated with blood, and 
) Jh. S. was sent for. That the ligature was applied with as mueh care oa h 
I naoally taken. Dr. 8. is certain. The fact of there being no bleeding at tim 
I mai of nearly half an hour after the funis had been tied shows this to have 
I been the case. The bleeding seemed to be produced by the gradual ooDtrac- 
ion of the parietea of the funis, by which the ligature became loosened. 
Does not the result of this case prove that it is well in all ctiia to wait nntil 
\ ■■the pulsation ceases in the funis, before applying the ligature ? This waa 
done here, and the cose was fatal. Would not this accident be more likely tu 
oecur if thia caution were not observed ? I)r, Storer added that ho remem- 
bered hearing one of our oldest practitioners relate a ease to this SocietT, in 
vhich the ligature having been applied, the funis was severed next the child, 
within the ligature, no bad conseq^uences ensuing. The absurdity of snob a 
pacUce ever being justifiable is strikingly shown by the case above recorded. 
The child was examined, jxal-morifm, by Dr. Jackson, who found Dotbing 
Abnormal. 

Dr. Tow.vsKND, Jun., reported a cose in which the bleeding, which occnned 
f '• few hours after birth, and which was qutt« profuse, ceased spontaneously. 
[ Dr. JacksoK supposed the bleeding, in the case narrated by Dr. Storer, to 
, limvc been from the umbilical vein, as this vessel was found open wbjle the 
■rteriea were shrunk. 

Puerperal Couvuhioni; Premalare Labour, — Dr. Stobeh reported the 
case. May 27, viuted Mrs, H-, at the request of her physician. Saw 
ber at 5 P. M. She was, at that nioment, struggling with un epilepdc coo- 
TulsioD, which lasted about three minutes. She bad had, since one o'clock 
in the luorniog, twenty-eight similar attacks. Upon examining the case. Dr. 
8. found she was twenty years of age, and this was her first pregnancy. Shs 
expected in a week or two to have terminated her time. The attending phy- 

I Kcian hod bled her, and made cold appticatione to the head without relief. 

[ 6be had bad slight pains, and upon examining the os uteri it wos found to be 
■afficiently open to reach, with an effort, the unbroken bag of waters. Dr. S. 
advised puncturing the membranes, nhiob was readily accomplished. After 
the waters had passed off, and the pressure was partially removed, the cunvul- 
aiouB were less severe; and, for an hour previous to her delivery, none occniiwi. 
At 8 o'clock, about three hours after, her child was tbrowu off, still. She 
Kon became oomalose and died. 

lilecding and the anfesthctica have so often failed of success in puerpent 
(onvulaions, that Dr. 8. was induced (recalling a case of this kind occurnnf 
la bia own practice two or three years einc«) to auggeat the above coarse ol 
treatment, and be cannot refrain from thinking that, bad it been adopted 
earlier, the result might have beeo differonL 
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Afnmrmal PreaeHtalion of tlte Fcetai. — Dr. StOHEH reported (be caae. 
Tbe presenting parts were the two hamig, and betweeu them the right timt. 
The patient liv^d out of town ; had haJ five children ; at each accouche- 
ment, she had bccB attended by a midwife; her labours bad been natural, 
Dr. S. was called to see ber at 10 o'clock ]'. M., od the 29th of May. She 
bad beoD in labour Bince the morning of tbe day preceding. Two midwiveB 
were in attendance; one had been with the patient since tbe ccmmen cement 
of the labour, the other during the second day. On Dr. Storer's arrival, he 
found the patient not much exhausted nor depressed in spirits; on e lamination, 
Dr. S. discovered that the mouth of the uterus would allow two fin^rs to pass 
readily, and a third when the three were drawn together with some effort. After 
some difficulty, Dr. S. made out the presentation of the hands and one foot 
in conjunction ; he bad never before met with such a case. The contractions 
of the uterus were strong, rendering the examination difficult and tedious. A 
loop of the funis hung from the vagina, having presented, according to tbe 
attendanbi, since the passage of the waters, more than thirty-sis hours pre- 
viously. The child was dead; how should it he delivered? The head could 
not be reached by the forceps or crotchet; an arm might bo drawn down, and 
the case left Ut the chance of spontaneous evolution ; or, when down, tbe arm 
might he amputated and the fcetus eviscerated. Dr. S., however, preferred to 
turn and deliver by the feet ; nocordingly, by the aid of ether having effected 
some relaxation of the uterus, he commenced his operations. The right foot, 
compressed between the two hands, presented at the brim with the toes towards 
the abdomen of the mother. Finding it impossible to bring down the present- 
ing foot, from its being so firmly wedged between the two other members, Dr. 
8., after a long trial, succeeded in pushing aside a hand and then the arm, 
which gave opportunity to search for tbe other foot : ibis being found, aft«r 
long- continued effort, high np in the pelviti, on the left side of the nterus, wag 
brought down; anil, while in process of descending, the child rotated and both 
feet presented at the vulva, with the toes towards the pubis of the mother. 
After the birth of the body, the head was readily disengaged by raising tbe 
abdomen of the child upwards towards thatof the mother, causing the occiput 
to travel over the sacrum. While endeavouring to bring down the second 
leg, the presenting foot was kept in place by a fillet over the ankle. The 
whole operation occupied a little more than an hour; in half an hour after 
removing the child, the patient was left eomfortable. 

In relation to this case. Dr. S. remarked that, had the child been living, it 
would have been proper to have brought down, if practicable, but one foot ; 
the superior bulk of the breech and iLigh acting mueh better than a single 
limb in effecting dllulution of the parts, and in thus facilitating the pro- 
gress of the bead. Dr. S., while mentioning never having seen snch a case, 
stated that none simikr to it had been noted by Dr. Lee, in over one hundred 
cases of preternatural labour; although a case is mentioned by Madame 
Boivin, in which all the four extremities presented; and be intimated that 
snch a presentation might possibly have been produced by some other power 
than that of nature. 

Dr. Storkh also related the following case of Ffarenta Previa ; Death 
yrom EjAamlion. — On the 2(ith of May, at G 1*. M., he was called to see the 
patient in consultation. The attending physician had been summoned several 
boora previously on account of a sudden hemorrhage, which occurred while the 
patient was sitting upon a cabinet. Cold wae applied, and the vagina was 
plugged ; blood stUl flowed in small quantity, till the patient became enfeebled, 
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and it was estitnaKd tbat aboat one gallon of blood had been loet. Dr. R. 
1VU9 DOW called, und advised, as the placenta was fonnd to cover the oa uteri, 
its imniadiale delachment. This was effected, and the hemorrhage cca«ed. 
Dr. S. adTised, additionally, that the patient be watched, and that uo attempt 
be made to deliver; he was called again at 4 o'clock the next morning : toe 
head had now descended into the pelvis, but the espulsive effoftfl were feeble, 
and the child waa delivered by the forceps. The patient remained comfortable 
for two or three days, whoa she began to sink, and died on tlie eighth day 
after delivery. Dr. 8. waa of opinion that, as nothing could have been done 
in the outset to baaten delivery, from the unrelated state of the oe otm, 
death was, probably, delayed by the non-interference. 

llrmorrhage from ihe Fanit on the Second and Third Da^/t after 
Birih. — Dr. Snow related the case ; He was sent for on the second day 
after birth, some hemorrhage having occurred, and he then applied « new 
tigattire, supposing the bleeding lo be from the cut end of the cord. He was 
again summoned the following night, the hemorrhage still continuing; a third 
ligature wiis applied. On the neit day, the child appeared to be dying; and, 
on removing all the cloths, the blood was found to proceed from around the 
base of the cord. The nurse had removed the dressing from tbe fiinia on the 
day after birth, whicb Dr. S, thought might have cansed the accident. 

In reply to a i^nestion by Dr. Qlinot, Dr. Snow remarked tbat there was 
no yellowness of complexion, nor anything peculiar in tbe external appeaianoe 
of the child, which died on the fourth day, 

Oaxaional EffriM of tlie Local External AppHcatioit nf iftrtlrinaJ 
A'/entt. — Dr. Bethune reported three cases in whicb these effects were 
quite marked. Tbe first was one in which atropine was tbe remedy omd; 
its strength, gra. iij to 5j of alcohol. This was twice applied to the eyes of 
an old gentleman ; it cansed pain in the part, and, subsequently, ileliiiam, 
which was so violent that the patient threw himself out of bed, bruising his 
face. The second instance was a case in which the same preparation wu 
employed on a child seven or eight years old ; its effect being to prodnee sleep 
which continued for thirty-six hours. The third was tbat of a physician, Dr. 
B. prescribed the application of crotan oil, together with the ammonia lint- 
raent, in the proportion of 3J of the former to ^j of the latter, for some trouble 
in the ear; it was directed to be applied over and abont the mastoid proeess; 
about half a teaspoonful of the preparation was rubbed in at a time, producing, 
after the firat application, two or three discharges from the bowels. 

Dr. Abbot reported a eiise of very free application of croton oil. A gen- 
tleman having mistaken a bottle of this substance for hair oil, anointed hlB 
head quite thoroughly with it, rubbing it in. In a short time, tbe whole hoe 
became extremely red, the eyes were also red and painful, cansing much dja- 
tress ; each hair-bulb seemed inflamed ; relief was afforded by an opiate; mbont 
a teaspoonful of the oil was applied; the bowels were not affected. 

Dr. Stesm&N remarked tbat be had ordered the application of this aiiiele 
as a counter-irritant to different parts of the body, particularly the chest and 
abdomen, in numerous instances, without fearing or having met with its eftcts 
on the bowels. 

Dr. Betiiune said he hod never remarked such effects before, allfaoogh he 
had used the crotou oil in several hundred cases. 

Dr. Snow mentioned a ca^ wherein the patient, having been directed 10 
kpply the oil for pains in the chest, anointed the entire chett with iL Uneh 
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iaSammi^ion of the skia followed, caQeiag great agony ; bat there waa uo 
catbartio effect. 

At the Dieeling next succeediDg the above (June 28), Dr. Stobek related 
the case of a putient who, baviDg applied croton oil to the epigastrium, expe~ 
rienced very powerful catbaraie therefrom. 

Dr. Jacksiin mentinaed an inatouice where fourteeo drops, applied to the 
oheHt for pulmonary trouble, caused a pleatiful eruption without any cathartic 

Dr. PcTNAU alluded to a ease in which its application was not followed by 
oathu-sia. 

[The cases in which catharsis immediately succeeds the applicatioii of croton 
oil to the skin by friction are, of course, acknowledged exceptions, and, as 
Kicb, the more worthy of record wherever the efiect can reasonably be predi- 
cated of the cause. Wood and Bache, referring to the Diclionnaire dm 
I/rtKjues, state its lUrtiim, that "four drops, applied by friction around the 
ombilicu.^ will produce a purgative effect" It would seem far more likely 
that such effects should be caused by the application of the substance to the 
epigastric and abdominal regions than when it is used upon other parte more 
remote from the intestinal canal. Andral, in his experimenta made at La 
Pitie, ia 1831 and 1832, and afterwards reported by Joret, found no cathartic 
effect strictly traceable to the oil, applied by friction j in six cases where fric- 
tion over the abdomen was made with a mixture of the croton oil with that of 
Bweet almonds, there was no purgative action. Among nine cases in which 
the pare croton oil was used, a single patient was purged ; twenty drops were 
often used. Andral concluded that, very probably, the purgation observed in 
the single instance mentioned was owing to some inappreciable cause ( Vide 
TrouBBCBu et Pidoui, TniHi lU Thirapeutigue, etc., tome i. pp. 685, 686). 
Bayer states that he procured numerous alvinc evacuations by the application 
of one or two drops of the oil upon a surface denuded of cuticle by a blister. — 
Secretary.'] 

J^icrosayiic Analoitiff 'of lite Fattn. — Dr. DtJRKEE exhibited sojue 
beautifully prepared specimens from the fcetal subject, arranged by hitu- 
self with great care uud ekill fur the microscope, and ehowing [be vQli and 
muoous follicles of the stomach and small iQiestines; the appendix vermi- 
ibrmis ; mucous surface of the trachea and ceenphagus ) sections of the kidney, 
abowlug the stellate distribution of the blood ve^seb upon the surface, and the 
veins distributed in sets in the tubular portion ; sections of the thyroid, 
thymus, and mesenteric glands; the pancreas and lungs; aUo a portion of 
the choroid coat having the vcdeb vorticoEse and pigmetit>cells injected, and 
being distinctly shown both by transmitted and reflected light. Dr. D. like- 
wise showed some specimens of the skin trom an adult subject, wherein the 
looplike arrangement of the capillaries which are sent (o the papillfc ivas very 
manifest; this is to be seen to good advantage in the palm of the liuod and 
under the nails. 

Dr. Jackson stated that the foetus from which the above specimens were 
obtained was taken from a woman aged forty-two years, after her death, and 
who was supposed to have died of an abdominal tumour. The real cause of 
ber death was not, however, disclosed by a pmt^morlem examination. She 
bad been in labour two da^s, unknown to the tamily, when she was attacked 
by convulsions at 10 o'clock in the evening, and died nest duy at 5 o'clock 
A. M. The probable cause of death was efl'ugion into the brain. 

Dr. J. ehowed the ossicula of the dotal ear, oonsiating of three bones, the 
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incus and orbiculare being united and formiDg one, as 

c^aejil ill /lie. /<ttus, where, it is Buid, these two boncB a 

however, bad seen one case previonsly, where, in the ftetai slate, these bones 

were united. 

Jiint 28. — Ventral i^sferrWe. — Dr. Storer reported iho case. June 2. 

Three weeis since, Dr. S. yisit«d Mrs. W , Ploasant Street, who expected 

lo be eonfincd in a few weeks. Upon inr[Hiry being niftde, it was ftscertnioed 
that the present is her third pregnascy. Tbe jirii( iabour was tedious, and 
her child was stillborn. In her Hcorul pregnancy, she was delivered at tbe 
eighth month, and her child had been dead euflieiently l^ng to have become 
ofi'eaaive to the bystanders. Since her last delivery, which occurred about 
a year since, her health had been poor. She is now quite languid, pallid, 
evidently muoh depressed ; thinks she never can have a living child. 

Upon ciamining her abdomen, Dr. S. noticed a very singular condition nf 
the recti muscles, which were separated so extensively from each other that 
there existed a peculiar sacculated appearance of the abdomen, which was 
striicingly marked upon any forward motion being made by the patient. This 
separation was observed along the whole extent of the linca alba. Tbo pro- 
jection between the recti muscles resembled that produced oftentimes by ta 
enlarged ovary ) and the feeling transmitted by examining tbe bemia wu 
similar to that of an exoggonited fontanclle, and beneath thp fingor the num- 
ber of the several extremities of the fcetoa could be defined as clearly aa if a 
rupture of the utems existed. 

The f<BUi\ heart was feebly pulsating. At tbe expiration of a week, Dr. S. 
again saw tbe patient. She was exceedingly depressed, and remarked thai 
she had not felt the motion of the cliild since Dr. 8. esarained her. Upon a 
repetition of the cxaminatiuu, no fietal pulsation could be heard, and it waa 
concluded that the child must be dead. Dr. Putnam, to whom Dr. S. bad 
spoken of this, to him singular abdominal hernia, saw her a day or two after- 

Now, June 2, patient is in labour. During each uterine contraction, the 
organ was thrust between the recti muscles with great force ; and, fearing that 
serioue resulta might follow, Dr. S. applied a bruud swathe around the nlido- 
meu. The labour continued only about two hours, and the patient did not niffer 
uunsually. The child was »i!l/, and exhibited large patches upon its mr&ce, 
where tbe cuticle was entirely denuded. The condition ol l\i6 pfa'-euin, mh\oh 
was quite small, indurated throaghoat, and exhibiting upon \\a f<etal surface 
two large cysts, each of the size of a chestnut, filled with coagula, readily ao- 
cuunCed for the death. 

Patient does not remember that any similar condition of the abdomen 
existed in eiiiier of her former pregnancies j nor does she seem to have expe- 
rienced any decided inconvenience during this ^sf pregnancy, except durine 
any forward motion. The mere stooping forward to wash the cups afwr a ue^ 
produced so much uneasiness that she bad been obliged to desiot from th* 
operation for weeks previous to her delivery. She cannot recall any violent 
exertion by which the separation of the linea alba could have been iudueeil. 

Dr. S. added that, from never having previously met with a case uf vrauil 
hystorooele, and from the fact that those writers who refer to the subjeM 
point U> individual cases which have been published, ho inferred its nua 
occorrencc. 

Jiecoeny from Atcila a/hr Tupping. — Dr. ll.'.YWARn, Sen., r»>ortod 

the case. The patient was uu intemperate man, ivbunt Dr. II. saw for Uia 
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first time in November last. He was then suffering from ascites. The 
existence of some organic disease was at that time supposed by Dr. H. 
The patient was tapped in December; sixteen quarts of serous fluid were 
evacuated. Five weeks subsequently, eighteen qiiarts were taken from him. 
The operation was again performed, four or five weeks afterwards, in March, 
when twenty quarts were drawn off. Since that time, there has been no 
return of the affection, and Dr. H. is unable to detect any organic disease. 
Dr. Hay ward remarked that this is the third case of recovery from ascitic 
affection after tapping, that has occurred in his own practice. In one of these 
cases, the patient had been under treatment for dyspepsia. On tapping her 
abdomen, a small quantity only of fluid was drawn off, but the affection did 
not recur. In the second case, twenty-two quarts of serous fluid were drawn 
off; no effusion followed. The patient recovered entirely, and, in the course 
of two or three years, gave birth to a healthy child. Both mother and child 
are still living. 

Dr. Perbt mentioned two cases of recovery from this disease after tapping. 
In one, the patient was cured by hydriodate of potash, with compression, 
having been previously tupped three times The other case was of a patient 
tapped three or four times by Dr. Bartlett, of Roxbury, and who afterwards 
recovered. Dr. Perry added that these two were^ not improbably, cases of 
subacute peritonitis. 

Early Menstruation. — Dr. Pebrt related an instance of menstruation oc- 
curring in a child four or five years of age; the child to all appearance 
healthy, although Dr. P. supposed her to be scrofulous. The tonsils were 
slightly enlarged, and she had once had inflammation of the eyes. She had 
menstruated five times at the regular intervab. Dr. P. recommended no 
treatment, but advised country air. 

In answer to a query by Dr. Jackson, Dr. Perrt stated that the mammso 
were somewhat developed, but nothing peculiar was remarked about the pubes. 
The secretion had the usual appearance of the menstrual discharge, and con* 
tinned for two or three days. 

Remedy for the Nausea and Vomiting of Pregnancy. — Dr. GoULD spoke 
of the application of chloroform to the epigastrium as having been found to 
afford prompt and permanent relief in four cases of the above affection. A 
few drops, only, were applied at a time. 

Dr. BiOELOW was of opinion that chloroform acted as a counter-irritant. 
He mentioned the case of a patient in whom vesication was produced by a 
few applications of this substance for pain in the side. It had not always 
been found to relieve pain. Dr. B. had tried the chloroform ointment, spoken 
of at a recent meeting by Dr. Channing, in various forms of neuralgia, and, 
in a few cases, had obtained temporary relief; in no instance was the relief 
permanent. Dr. B. doubted the alleged anodyne properties of chloroform^ 
when applied to the skin, as it cannot act through the cuticle. 

Dr. Storer remarked that, although nausea and sickness in pregnancy may 
be temporarily relieved by this application, he was in doubt as to its affording 
permanent relief, the affection being of a sympathetic nature. He considered 
the cases reported as possibly exceptional. 

Dr. GoALE related a case in which the sickness came on when the patient 
rose from the horizontal posture. In this instance, chloroform afforded im* 
mediate relief, lasting three to four hours^ when it became necessary to re- 
new the application. 
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[At tho nest aubsequent meeting of the Society, 

Dr. Allev riiporteil u case uf morajng Bicknefia in a p&tient Eeven months 
advanced in pregnanuj. Itelief was obtained b; the cxteroiil appli<ntion of 
chlorofonu to tlie epigastrium. The remedj was applied four or five timeB in 
the day, for two sauoossiTe days, with entire relief to the patient, producing 
little or no irritation upon the skin, a alight redness only being perceptible. 

In answer to Dr. Storkh's inquiry whether the relief were pcrmiLnunt, Dr. 
A. replied that four days hikd now elapsed since the diaappearnnce of the 
eymptom. No other counter-irritant remedy was employed. 

l>r. Snow asked Dr. SioaER if ho had employed, successfully, any other 
connter-irritant remedies in this affection. 

Dr. Stoeer had tried the usual remedies of that class, but without expect- 
ing, or having found, permanent relief from them. He had frequeDtly oecD 
temporary relief follow the employment of blisters, &C.3 

Anenic m RemUifnt Fiver.— Dr. C. E. Ware related a ease of Um 
above disease, occurring in a lady who had resided for three years at tbe 
West, where she hud, three years since, what was called bilious reinitteal 
fever. Dr. W. at first considered it a cose of typhoid fever. On the fourtli 
day, however, the disease assumed the character of remittent fever, and tfaae 
was yellowness of the skin, with some teuderneea of the hepatic region; no 
diarrhtcs; a peculiar chill and reaction oceurred every second day ; the etiU 
lasting for half an hour, and the febrile reaction for four or five hours. Dr. 
Jackson saw the patient on the tenth day, and suggested arsenic, in the doee 
of six drops of Fuwler's solution three times a day. The first attack, ■ftcr 
eonimeueing this remedy, took place on the subsequent day, u:id was quite 
severe. Twelve drops were now given every five hours. The patient suffdiwi 
no farther attacks, and became at once convalescent. 

Accidental Snlivation. — Dr. OoALB mentioned a case of this affection, b 
which periodical exocerbatione took place twice in the twenty-four hours; vii., 
at one in the morning, and at the same hour in the afternoon. Quinine wm 
given with success. The patient bad not bad intermittent fever, but had suf- 
fered frnro fever in the East. 

Dr. DcKKER stated that, in the above case, which had been sent (o him by 
Dr. Coaie, the occurrence of salivation was from the application of an tUDt- 
ment made of 5 v of while precipitate tojiij of lard. This was applied pretty 
freely to the throat and lower part of the face, which ports were the seat of 
psoriasis guttata, and saUvation followed on the fifth day. This was the Gnt 
oBse of salivation produced by this remedy that had fallen under Dr. li.'t 



Jaiff 12. — AinvM Vi/Jiiplcte Ocdugion of the Viijina. Reported by Dr. 
Haitward, Sen. — Br. H. stated that he bad recently operat^ in a (saa of 
this nature. The patient had always menstruated regularly, bat with pkln. 
She bad no suspicion of her condition until marriage, which took plsoe aboU 
a year since, when sexual couneetiou was found impracticable. On exuniai- 
tion, a septum was found at some considerable distance from the ext«n»l 
orifice, with an opening in it so small OB only to admit, and that with diffi- 
culty, a small probe. A director was afterwards introduced, and then an 
attempt was made to carry in a bistoury, which was finally succesafuL 
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catbetcr waa now pussed into tbe urethra, &Ddl the septaro incised in all direiv 
tioDs, escept towards tbe bliulder. After this, Dr. H. was enabled to intro~ 
duco the finger, nod to puss it completely around tbe 03 tincce. This is the 
fifth cose of occlusion of the vaginn that has occurred in his onn pnicticc. 
Two of these were ciigcs of imperforute hymen. Tbe third was n case of coo- 
genital iiialformittion of the vagintt aucuesafnlly treated by an operation. 
Another was one of ocelusion produced by sloughing after inBtrumental 
lubour. This last waa also relieved by an operation, the patient having aince 
hiid a living child. la tbe caae above reported, the septum was unusually 
firm, cutting like tendon. On exainioation, six weeks after the opermion, ft 
was found that it had afforded complete relief. 

Vnumal <ptn-nti!i/ of Liquor Amnti ; the P/acenta and F<rlii» lotk 
hfolihy in Ajjjiatmnce. — Reported by Dr. Storer. Tbe patient was in 
her third pregnancy. WhcQ in her first, she was enormously large, and was 
delivered of a dead child in the sixth noDth ; the amniotic fluid being in great 
ftbundance. In her second pregnancy, the abdomen was also greatly dia- 
tended, and tbe labour catiic on in tbe eighth month ; the child dead, as before. 
In the present case, labour occurred at tbe eighth month ; there was great 
distension of the abdomen, and tbe child, as in the two former instances, was 
■tillborn. A peculiarity of this case was the healthy appearance of the child 
and of the placenta, in each iustauco ; a condition not usual in cases where 
the liquor amnii is in^xccss. 

Earlif Memtrwilion. — Dr. BIiNOT reported the caae of a woman, twenty- 
three years of age, who had recently consulted him for headache, having 
been bled one year before for the same trouble. This patient was run over 
by a wagon, when nine yeara old, aince which she has menatruated regularly, 
the function being always attended with much pain. 

Ohttinale Diarrhtea preceding and fiithmng Lahmir. — The case was 
related by Dr. Stores. The patient was first seen by Dr. S. ten days 
ago. She had had diarrhuea for a fortnight, and expect^ to bo confined in 
one month. Un the second day after his Tisit, ahe was taken with pains re- 
sembling those of labour, and at the end of the second day labour came on ; 
it being the eighth month of her pregnancy. On the following day she had 
nine diachargee from the bowels. Lead, opium, and catechu were given 
vithout effect. Finally, sulphate of copper, in the dose of one-sixth of a 

r'n, combined with ten or twelve drops of laudanum, was administered. 
S. feared a fatal result. The patient has, however, been improving for 
two days past, having bad but three diitchargea during the last twenty. four 

26fA. Dr. Storer reported his patient entirely recovered. 

DeafneM produced by Quinine. — Thfl case was reported by Dr. Hat- 
WARD, Sen. Twelve grains of the sulphate of quinine were administered, 
in the course of twenty-four hours, to a patient who had been afllictcd with 
rheumatism. In forty^^igbt hours after commencing its ejihibitiou, he com- 
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plained of deafness. 
deafness was nearly 
baving abandoned the i 
Dr. H. aaid he bad freqi 
Bomplea and one drachi 



dizzincHS. On tbe second day after, the 
■.te. No tinnitus aurium. In twelve hours after 
of the medioine, hearing was entirely restored. 
itlj given quinine in much larger doses, e. g., two 
in Ihe course of one day; but had never before 
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uotiocd the ftlove offuot, Tie quinine, in thb case, wiks given combincU villi 
geutiuu. There were no other symptoms. 

Julff 26. — Microimpic Anatumi/ of tlie F<xlta. — Dr. PuRKBR exhibited 
Severn] preparotiona from a fi^tul aubjcut, about five or six months old, vhicb 
weighed oalj tncnty-eii ouocea, and which he had injected with cMiloarad 
siie. The bloodvessels of both crystalline lenses nere injected, and tlieir 
bnuiches conld be seen radiating from a couparativel; large trunk, and tn> 
versing the lens in every directioD, until thej were lost near its periphery. 
In mounting these two spocimena, the cpitbelium between the lens and its 
capsule bad not been disturbed, but could be seen apparently in il^ norina] 
condition. The menibrana pupillaris was exbibit^id, showing the bcnutiTnl 
arrangement of its fibres, and the ciliary arteries with their braneboa knd 
anastomo»ng extremities injected. 

The pupillary membrane, examined in »ita, through the cornea, appeorrd 
to be about the sixth of an inch across from point to point of its border, and 
to consist of an entire web of fibres ; but, upon removing it, and placing it m 
a glass slide, a narrow aperture or slit, as if made with the pnint of k unoet, 
cutting through its ouutral portion, could be 6een by the nuked eye, and wu 
about a line iu length. In looking at the membrane through the uiicroKOM 
an ortertiil brunch, which has been injected, may bo seen runutug pBrKUfl) 
to each lip of the central opening just mentioned, and sending off at rtsbt 
angles several exceedingly minute twigs, which also divide und flubdivida 
until tbey finally inosculate und form a chain of ioopa'and thus the oentra] 
aperture appears to be made. A somewhat similar inosculation of blood- 
vessels is seen in the border of tho sclerotica at its junction with the cotdm, 
and alao in that part of the choroid membrane surrounding the optic nerve U 
it penetrates the sclerotic coat in the back part of the eye. In the two latttr 
instances, however, the openings ore circular, while that in the pupillat; 
membrane is a mere slit. 

Judging from the specimens now exhibited, itwould seem that the pupalluy 
membrane must be formed antecedent to the formation of the iris, as scaroely 
a radiment of the hitter can be found — and how it can be said that tli« fomm 
arises from the latter, it is difficult to understand; yet Todd and Bowmu 
seem tn be of that opinion. 

I>r. £. also exhibited several teeth taken from the same snbject. Tbej 
were extremely small — some of tbem not so largo as a common flaxseed— 
and they consisted of mere pulp; yet their cell-structure could be seen, ud 
the nutrient bloodvessels were perfectly injected, so that the microacopa 
brought them distinctly into view. A large number of hairs, with tbeit 
related follicles and glands, removed from .the eyelids of the same fietus, wen 
also examined by the gentlemen present. 

Puerperal Convu/xioni. Death of Patient, unile/ivercd. — Dr. STORES W«» 
called in consultation with another practitioner, at lOi P. M., July 19, l» 
a patient in puerperal convulnions. She was attacked at six in the monUDg, 
and had had repetitions of the attacks during the entire day, at longer or 
shorter intervals) generally, about an half hour intervening between tbem. 
She had been bled at '2 P. M. and at 6 P. M., about twenty ounces caoh time, 
but still her convolsions continued. 

The patient, a woman about twenty years of age, and at her full period of 
pregnancy, hud the aspect of approaching dissolution. She was p(?rf«t)y 
uueiin^iuus; the surface of her body was cold and damp; the puhsu ex- 
ceedingly feeble. While examining her, she had a U:rrific convulsion. 
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Upon examiaatioD, Br. S. fouQiI Llo os uteri sligbtly open, just allowing tbe 
index finger to pnas, and to ascertain tbut a bead presented. lie advised 
tbat premature labour be attempted ; t.bere appeared but little chance that it 
eonld be acuomptisbed, but no otber altcmatiTe presented. The membranes 
were readil; ruptured, Prevented by unavoidable profesaional engagements 
from remaining witb tbe worauu, Dr. S. rccjuested tbe attending physician to 
watcb ber through tbe night, and, sbnuld sbe die, as it appeared most pro- 
bable she would, undelivered, to open tbe abdomen inimedialely, and remove 
tbe fmtus. 

Or. S. woa informed the next morning, by (he gentlemiin in attendance, 
^at the oonvulsions continued to recur about every twenty minutes, until a 
little past 12 o'clock, when sbc died, a few minutes after the cessation of a 
paroxysm. 

Br. immediately opened tbe abdomen of his patient, and removed a 

-fliild, with its extremities so contracted and rigid a& to be Etraighcened only 
bv the application of considerable force ; and with its surface livid throughout, 
Examining again, be removed a second foelus, less rigid than the former. 

Br. S. stated that, in this caae, as in that reported by bim <m the evening of 
Jnne 14, be supposed the child would probably be dead, inasmuch as the 
eonvnlsions had existed ^o long a period previous to an attempt being maile to 
produce delivery; but be re<)ucsted that tbe abdomen of the woman might be 
opened as soon as she ceased to breathe, as the living /aiiia has been crtracled 
aAer tbe death of the convulsed mother. 

8peaking of the treatment of puerperal convulsions, Oolombat observes 
(Amer. ed., p. C46) : " Should the muther have breathed ber last during the 
pnwrcss of the labour, the Caesarian operation ought to be performed, not- 
wiuislatiding the alight chuncc of succeiia in such an attempt to rescue the 
life of the child." 

ifay 24. — Exlravereitm nf l/ie Bladihr, wiik unutunl G/mplicatimit, — Br. 
Jackson exhibited tbe spiccimen, taken from a patient of Br. HomaNS'b; 
ehild born at the full period, but died in a few hours ; the bladder presente 
the usual red, irregular surface; the cord being inserted at its upper extre- 
mity. Opening of the ureters free. Kidneys well developed; but the left is 
ritnated quite low in the abdomen. The small intestine is forty-five inches in 
'iengtb, and opens freely upou the surface of the bladder, forming a very marked 
Jtrojectiott, whioh the friends mistook for a penis, and accordingly christened 
the child "John," Just below this opening there is another, from a very 
anomalous organ, which, it is supposed, may be a portion of undevelop^ 
intestine, consisting of a tube about two and a half inches in length, very 
much resembling the appendix ca?ci, and being closely adherent to the inside 
of the pelvis; from this tube and towards its outlet, there ore sent off two 
others, nearly balf an inch in length, the common trunk of the three being 
about three lines in diameter; the parietes of these tubes were qnite as thick 
as those of tbe large intestine should be; tbe inner surface was not peculiar, 
and tbe cavity was filled with very tenaeiou:^ aud nearly colourless mucus ; the 
external opening was targe, and traversed longitudinally by a well-defined, 
fleshy band. The testicles were well developed, and situated about at the 
brim of tbe pelvis; vasa deferentia traced down behind the organ last de- 
scribed, tilans penis situated at tbe lower margin of the bladder, and so 
small as to be hardly recognizable. Ossa innominala seem to be fully dere- 
loped, but are separated at tbe sympbysia to the extent of one and a balf 
inches. 

20 
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8piii& bifida. Between the tliiglis wac two tmnonra which would suggest 
the idea of a doable hydrocele ; one of them being about the size of a small 
orange, and the other equal to a large nutmeg, witli a marked raph£ between 
them; flaccid, encjated to the feci, and covered by integument, as spina 
bifida is when situated over the sacrum. The parietes of cliese cysts consist 
of cutis externally, a lining of serous membrane internally, and a loose inter- 
vening cellular tissue, but no fat ; the two communicating freely, and there 
being a third that did not show esteroalty. The cavity contained sotne 
ounces of clear yellow serum. Towards the upper extremity of the larve 
cjet was an opening, through which a probe was passed and came out in the 
lumbar region between the spinal marrow and the membrane immediately 
inveHting it. The wings of the vertebra] having been out away, the spinu 
marrow is seen to continue in substance down to the opening in the cyst; the 
very termination, however, being softened by cadaveric change, und probably 
by the passage of the probe. Sacrum somewhat deficient, aa usual in theae 
oases. 

Organs otherwise well formed. Br. J. remarked especially upon the fiut 
of the spinal marrow being continued in substance down below where the 
eanda equina is usually formed in these coses of spina bifida in the sacral re- 
gion, and of which there arc already two specimens in the Society's cabinet; 
ft fact which is particularly insisted upon by Cruveilhier, and stated by him tQ 
have been known to iklorgiigni. 

Jii/ji 20. — AbJomiiifil Ali»ct3». — Reported by Dr. Hatwahd, Sen. Dr. 
H. visited a boy, fourteen years of age, about the middle of Jane, and foond 
him Buffering from some obscure trouble in the abdomen. Ten months pro- 
viously, he had run a race of a luile with aaotlier boy, which was followed by 
great fatigue; the aubsequeat symptoms have been variable; the patient was 
much emacialcd, the pulse small; abdomen tumid; there were night-sweats. 
A protrusion wa.<< observed at the umbilicus; puncture, with the exploring 
needle, discovered a purulent cotlectioD, which, to the amount of a quut, was 
evacuated; the pus was very fetid; its discharge procured the patient imme- 
diate and great relief; he bud not been able to raise himself up without great 
pain for some time previous to the operation. Dr. Hayward supposed the 
case to be one of subacute peritonitis. 

Oftolier 18. — The patient is now nearly well; he may, in fact, be oooaf- 
dered entirely so, as nntbiog remains of his former difficulty, except a slight 
discharge from the orifice at which the pus was drawn oS. 

AuffUMtQ — Dr. SrOBBK read from his note-book the following case of 
Reovwal of a retniiifl Ftr.lnt Haul : — 

irJi. Was called at 5 o'clock P. H. to consult with a physician undtr 
the following circumstances: He wad sent for at 6 o'clock A, M. to at- 
tend a case of labnur. Finding an arm presenting, after much difficulty be 
tamed the child, and brought down a leg. At 1*2 M. he had eucceoded in 
delivering both lower extremities; and at '2 o'clock, the enUre child, with the 
exception of the head, was delivered. Not being able to extract the head, he 
called to his assistance another practitioner; together, they made such tmo- 
tion as they thought justifiable, without producing the desired reault. Hav- 
ing produced a luxation of some of the cervical vertebrae, and coDsequently 
unable to use any more force, they severed the body from the head to enabhi 
them the more readily to apply their iustmmeola. As soon, however, aa tks 
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W fcexi Vtts separated from the bodj, it receded into the pelvis, aod their elTorts, 
tontiaiied for a long period, to fix and remove it, availed them notbing. 

I found the womuo much less exhausted than would have been iiaagined, 
vith a tolerably good pulse, and not depreased. 

The head could he reached only by pasaiDg the entire hand into the atems, 
and ooald scarcely he retiu'ned in any one position by pressure being applied 
over the abdomen. The uterine contraotioDS were so great that I ncveral 
times removed my hand, perfectly useless by the pressure which had been 
■pplied to it — and I should have given up in despair of being able to remove 
the head, had I not felt that nothing should be left undone which could be 
attempted without additional risk to the mother. At ]ast, I was able to pass 
the index finger of my left hand into an orbit; along this finger I introduced 
Bmellio's scissors, and was so fortunate as to be able to pass them through 
the orbit into the brain. The distance of the head from the eiternal passage 
may be judged of from the fact that, when the instrument was in the brain, its 
handles were not visible externally. After the contents of the cranium were 
removed, and the bones had collapsed upon each other, it was extracted by 

[ the hand without much difficnity. 

The attending phyaieian found some obstruction to the removal of the pla- 
nta from aa irregular contraction of tbo uterus, and from its partial adlie- 

To an accoucheur who has never been called upon to perform the operation 
just described, the process may appear a very simple and easy ouc. But this 
U very far from being the case. It is an esceciingly difficult matter to have 
tiie head retained in any one spot with saScient force to perforate, should it 
fee thought advisable ; the scissors arc constantly found to slip upon the 
craninm, beneath the scalp, and it may be a long time before the book cud be 
implied where it will retain a permanent hold. 

CONQDEBT observes, as if the operation vrerc not a difficult one, " when this 
ooeurrence has taken place, it is necessary to have the nteras fixed, by the 
steady pressure of an assistant, on the abdomen, while the accoucheur proceeds 
to extract the head. This may be done by the long forceps, or by fixing the 
craniotomy-forceps, crotchet, or blunt-hook, in the foramen magnum; always 
flocommodating the head to the largest diameter of the pelvis during the 
extraction." By others, the difficulties are thus portrayed. Velpeatj sayfl; 
•'At the superior strait, the operatioo is often found to be ooe of the 
utmost difficulty, and appears to be even impracticable, when the womb is 
scarcely contracted, and the face and occiput are not yet engaged." — 
Jewell, in the London Practice of Miilteifen/, remarks: "In some inatanoes 
■t happens that the head is entirely separated from the body, when various 
Veans have been recommended for bringing it away ; one way is a purse, one 
sztremity of which, spread out on the hand, is so carried up into the vagina, 
and laid round the heikd, that it shall include the whole ; by which means it 
is to be brought out. Another, is by the assistance of instnimenls, various 
descriptions of which have been recommended; these instruments may be 
eonsidered as just se many contrivances to catch the head, as we catch a bird 
■ ifcy putting salt upon its twi. If we get the instrument on, we may catoh 
tte Dead ; and if we get the salt on the bird's tail, we may catch him, too. 
Vhe way to extract the head is to open it, and when we have dilated it by the 
^Krfbrator, we should introduce the crotchet before we withdraw the perfora- 
tor, in order to have the head always secure from slipping, as it otherwise 
voild do. The difficulty is this, that whenever we touch it, we have a smooth 
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alipiwry Burface which wo cannot keep, unless we alwajs have an ii 

williiii thai hole which we have tnode ) it will mil orcr the upp^r apvrtun; of 

the pelvis." 

Smellie has collected ten cases in which the head was retained iu the 
nterus after the delivery of the body of the child. Four of these cases he 
saw in "confiultution" — all of them occurriag in the practice of midnivea. 
Two of the rcruuiaJer occurred alao in the pructiue of midwives, and were 
reported to Smellie by the physiciuDS called upon fur advice. 

la three of the four cases to which Smellie was ealled, the body appears to 
have been geparuted by force; In the fourth, the head was separated by in- 
uision. Each case was terminated by the crotchet ; id two of the cases, when 
the child had been dead previous to tlie labour, the operation was perfornMd 
with coniparatiTc ease. After raioately describing the case in which the bead 
was severed from the body, Smellie adds : " This should be a caution to pno- 
titioners, never to separate the bmly from the head, if possible to deunt ' 
without using that expedient; but to wait with paticDce (nheu the child am- 
not be saved) the efTorts of the pains, especially if the woman is not in nbeo- 
]ul« danger ; for tlic head is much easier deUvered wilIi the crolijhet, when 
not separated from the body." 

Of the rcmainiut; four cases cited by Smellie from other authors, one dcaems 
a passing notice. He observes, a cose is mentioued in the Suppleiuent to I*- 
motte's Treatise, " in which a gentlemiu) oould not deliver the head, which 
was separated from the body and left in the uterus. Nevertheless, he wetil 
to bed; and the first news he heard in the inoruing was that the head 
vras delivered by the mere aesislaace of nuturc." Most probably the child 
was dead previous to the labour, and deeomposition had somewhat advanced, 
else it would be difficult to account for its unaide<l expulsion. 

In another of these fonr quoted coses, Smellie ttays : " Dr. GkaNGK, of 
Hntlicld, told uu of a case in which he and Mr. Wilson, of Enfield, were 
fatigued a whole day, in delivering a heail, which was so slippery, that, for a 
long time, they were not able to open, or fix un iDtttrunieut upon it." 

Dr. Rajibbotham (Fraucis II.), has mot with but one case, which occurred 
in the practice of a midwife; there was a tumour in the pelvis, which increaml 
the difficulty of the case. With the assistance of his father, the head WH 
perforated at the sagittal suture, and extracted. 

^th. Five duys after delivery. Dr. Storer's patient has not a single unplear 
saut symptom ; and says she feels much bettor than she did five days after 
the birth of her former child. 

Cairinontaluus Dineateof tlie Uteruiaiul Viiijlna. — Dr. W1LLIAM8 reported 
the results of a post-mortem examination of a case of some years' slundiag, 
which terminated fatally three months only after delivery. After the discwe 
bad been pronounced to be cancer of the womb, by her attending phyuuian, 
the patient placed herself under the care of a midwife, who promised a cure, 
saying that "she hud cured many such coses, hut the physiciaus did not 
undenitond theui, us they had no such organ themselves." Finding hetwif 
unable to prevent the hemorrhage, which occasionally occurred, she Eooa 
ubaudoned the field. The autopsy disclosed extensive destruction of the 
vugiuul and utcriuo parictes. Dr. W. remarked, that it is worthy of tiotioa 
that pregnancy should have gone on well, and parturition occurred without 
.-kueidunt, while the reproductive organs were so extensively involved in dis- 
uaiie, and that rupture into the peritoneal cavity might very easily have hap- 
pened, previous to her death, by the application of any force — such as hi 
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, — mbation by tbe speculam — ulcertition havliig bo deeply destroyed the 

. Dr. Jackson said be hod frequently examiDei] pntieots in whom such 
I rapture seemed very immiDent. He had not met with actual perToralion in 
hie onn diseectioos of these case?, but prnotitionerB should bo exceedingly 
oaatioos of iaBtrumental vaginal examination in such patients. 



Falnl Di^MK with Obscure Symptoms. — The following case, from Dr. 
Saltks, was reported to the Society by Dr. Coale. The patient was a book- 
binder, fifty-one years old ; he has generally had good health; the only ttvtre 
illae.'B he has espcrienced, within Lis recollection, was an inflammation of the 
I ItatigH, in 1830, when he was conlined to his house and bed for nearly three 
- months, under the care of Dr. Henry G. Clark. Since that attack, he 
thinks he has not been quite so strong as previously. Especially on the 
spproach of every autumnal eeasoo, he would be affected with diarrh<£&, 
luting about twenty-four hours ; and even during the summer season, when 
there was any sudden and decided change from heat to cold, be was almost 
E rare to be afiected with this diarrhoea for Bome hourB. Besides this, during 
Ptfie winter months, he always esperienccd considerable oppression in hia chest, 
l^vnattended, however, by cough or pain. Tbie oppression always left him on 
the approach of the warm season, and he continued quite well nntil tbe return 
of autumn, excepting on sudden changes of weather, as above mentioned- 
This was the usual routine from \^'AQ to 1852, with only one exception. In 
the latter part of the summer of 1850, he had an attack of mild dysentery, 
which did not oblige him even to keep entirely from his work, being easily 
controlled. It continued about two weeks. On the approach of the sprbg 
of 1852, he did not recover his usual elasticity and spirits. 

On Thursday, July 22d, he called on Dr. Salter, but not finding him at 
home, left a r&inest to he visited at his own house. Dr. 8., on calling, ascer- 
tsined that bis patient had not felt quite as well as nsual ainee the month of 
April last, though in this respect hia feelings were quite variable. He con- 
tinned, however, regularly at his oeeupation, and his appetite was, for the 
Biocrt part, good. Dr. 8. learned at this lime alw, that, on the loth of July, 
Me week previous to his visit, he had felt more unwell than usual ; yet he 
could give no definite idea of his sensations, excepting that he was we^, and 
onablc for his work. Of his own accord, he brought a pail of sea-water to 
his bouse, in tbe afticrooon of tbe above-named day, and bathed himself by 
eponging his whole body with it, in his chamber. Shortly after this bathing, 
be was seized with violent rigors, which coiifinued for some time, and he was 
ferced to take his bed, in order to get warm. Soon after this, a diarrbcea, 
commenced, and continued through tbe night, the discharges being quit« 
frequent, but unattended by pain. 

On Friday (llitb), he felt better, and from this time nntil the following 
I Thursday (22d), he attended to his business, with some interruptions, and 
•onsiderable inconvenience. At his visit on this day, Dr. S. found him 
drened, and sitting in his parlour, and he appearai bb well as he ever saw 
him ; there was do indication of any serious disease ; the pulse wbb undis- 
turbed; the tongue natural ; bowels reguliir; skin in healthy condition ; do 
pain or sense of soreness a&3>where ; appetite, however, was wanting, although 
food was not offensive. Dr. S. advised some vegetable bitter, and rest from 
Iftbonr; and, if the patient felt able, a few days' residence in the country. 

Dr. Salter was summoned to the patient again on Monday, 26tb of July, 
•Dd was told that be had been to Billerica, on the 23d (Friday). The journey 
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benefited bim apparently; he passed a good night, and his sleep was refresh- 
ing; on Saturday morning, he reported himself better than for souioume 
prerioualj. About noon, he was suddenly seized with intense paiu in the 
lower part of the abdomen ; a physician was called, whose remedies ntlteved 
the puin aft«r an hour's suffering. Being anxious to reach home, he returned 
to Boston the same afternoon. On Monday (26th), Dr. 8. found Lini in bed; 
tie WHS feverish; the pulse 100 per minute, und slightly irritable; the tongue 
covered with a thin white coat; no headache; but occasionally slight pain ia 
the lower part of the abdomen. On examining that region, some falness and 
diflteuNon were remarked, but there was no tendcrnei« upon any degree of 
pressure ; there were frequent eructations of wind, with occasional hiccough. 
Mo change whatever took place in theae symptoms, except gradual aggravatiim 
of them, until Thursday, the 29th July (one week from his first c^l on Dr. 
Sailer) ; at this date, at the morning visit, the abdomen was very tympani^ 
and other symptoms indicated rapidly approaching dissolution ; still, he mfl 
frequently up, walking about the room, sitting upon the sofa, and, by bis oira 
acxount, feeling quite comfortable, experiencing no pain, and no malerisl IB- 
oonTenienoo from the distension of the abdomen ; ho continued thoa untH 
three o'clock, P. M., when, becoming faint (he was sitting up at the tine), 
he was laid upon the bed ; immediately after, in addition to the belching of 
wind, he was almost constantly throwing up the liquid cont«nts of ike slo- 
maoh, especially after drinking, which, from great thirst, often oocnmd. 
This state of things, together with hiccough, continued, with scarcely aiijr 
interruption, until within a few minutes of his death, which took phwe it 
about six o'clock the same afternoon. After his return from Billerics, no 
attempt was made at anything farther than a bare palliation of exisbng 
Hymptoms, which was accomplished with tolerable gucceas, by iujectJODS, 
fomentations, and anodynes, when necessary. 

On piir-mnrtem examination, sixteen hours from patient's decease, nwda 
and reported by Dr. F. S. Ainswoktq, the following appearances were re- 

A large quantity of frothy fluid ran from the mouth and nose on slight 
movement of the b<Kly, or on pressure niade over the stomach ; the floid 
stained the cloths about the head a dork brown colour. The limbs were 
moderately stiff. 

On opening the abdomen, the stomach and intestines were found to be 
distended by gas ; several ounces of dark coloured bloody serum were foand 
in the peritoneal cavity ; the stomach and liver were natural in appcaranoa 
and consistence ; their peritoneal coats showed no signs of inflammation ; oa 
tracing the small inteittines downwards into the lower part of the ubdomeo, 
and into the pelvis, they were found very red and inflamed; the peritoneal eouts 
were adherent to each other by the effusion of eoagulable lymph, flakea of 
which were found diffused in this portion of the peritoneal cavity, and of 

nt thickness — on the iateatines especially. The usoonding, transverse, and 
ending colon appeared healthy ; all signs of peritonitis seeming to be 
ooofined to the pclvio region. On opening the small intestines, the jojanum 
looked healthy, and also the ileum in its upper part, and until within two 
feet of the ileo-caical valve, where deep and eitensive ulcerations of Peyer'a 
paU:bes were discovered, apparently of lung standing; some of these wen 
nearly cicatrized ; others were in the process of healiug; in several of them 
the destructive process had extended through the mueuus and muiKular, to 
the peritoneal, coat; and, in one spot, the ulceration had perforated all the 
floats of the intestine, and hod opened it into the peritoneal cavity. Over 
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the ileum, where the deepest ulcerution of the glands existed, and especially 
over the perforation, the seruua tunio uf tho intestiue waa covered with & pro- 
fiue exudation of lymph, which closed the perfontion utid glued the folds of 
fits intestine together. The mesenleriu gkads of tbe Iowit portion of the ileum 
Were inflamed, and, in one or more insiaaceH, suppurated. 

The right lung nag bound to the pleura costalis by stroag and firm adbe- 
■ioDB throughout its whole extent, but crepitated well; tbe left lung waa 
larger than uaual and apparently healthy; no tubercles found in either lung. 
The heart was gmall, flabby, und much loaded with fat; the mitral valves 
wero thickened along their cdgea, and the semilunar valves of the aorta were 
oonaiddrably ossified; the pericardium eon Cuined more than the usual quan- 
ti^ of fluid. Other organs not examined. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson said he waa inclined to consider ihc caae reported by 
Dr. Salter aa one of mild or latent typhoid fever; the disease not fully de- 
fllured by the symptoms ; tbe uloeralions. were of an ashen-gray hue, and, 
moreover, tbe patient is stated to have been unwell since lust April. Dr. J. 
referred to a patient attended by Dr. Strong, and who wus complaining for 
four months : poet-mortan examination showed both old and recent ulcere- 
tiout of tbe intestines. In Dr. Salter's ease, tbe same appearances are noted, 
'iDr. J. thinks these cases not infrequent, and that a patient thus a&ected 
ftlwRys demands the most careful watching. 

' Dr. Parkman asked if it be not trua that perforation occurs most fre- 
quently iu the so-termed " mild" cases!' 

Br. Jackhon believed this to be the case. 

Dr. GuULD asked whether it is usual for a patient to live so long after the 
ODCurrcoce of perforation as did Dr. Salter's ? Dr. G- hail met with several 
cases, and hod never known the patients to survive longer than twenty-four 
lioura. 

Dr. Jackbon considered the prolongotion of life due, in the case in ques- 
tion, to the occlusion of the perforation oad the "gluing down" of the intes- 
tine by the lymph ; the peritonitis woe thus circumscribed. 

Dr. Mjnot mentioned a case somewhat similar to the above. A man who 
luul for some time been slightly unwell, was advised by his pbysician to ab- 
atain from labour and retoain quietly at home; refusing to do this, he wu 
Ulacked not long after (a few days), very suddenly, by violent abdominal 
puD, supposed to be (bat of colic. Dr. Minot was called to him at this time, 
ud inferred tbe occurrence of intestinal perforation. The case terminated 
£itally in thirty-^x hours. Ha jxitt-niortem examination obtained. 

[Dr. Minot has informed the Secretary, since the record was made up, that 
Dr. Chafun, of Cambridgeport, who attended this patient before he came to 
the city, pronounced him then to be convalescent from l^jAuiti fevtr; a few 
days only b«fore he was seen, as above, by Dr. M.] 

Woand of the internal Ilinc Arteri/, caufal Sy IiiilrumtmU vMil vnth intent 
to erpediu Labour. — Dr. Haywabd, Sen., bad seen, in a lute number of 
the London Tijaet, a report of a judicial action against a person accused of 
eansing death by the manipulations above mentioned. 

In conjuDction with this. Dr. H. referred to another case of the kind, which, 
nogulsrly enough, he had heard on account of while in New Bedford, where 
it occnrred, upon the same day on which he bad read the report of the Timet. 
A married lady, thirty-five years old, and six months advanced in pregnancy, 
went to the office of a homoiopathic practitioner, who, it is supposed, st her 
request, attempted to procure abortion, inatiumentally ; the membranes, hotltf 1 
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opintw is anwted Mid held for trial k 

The foUowioff ire the poti^mortmn eppeennoeey commiuiieafeed to 4he 80- 
eietf bj Dr. J. B. S. Jackson^ who reoeiTod them from Dr. Ltman BASi- 
LITT, of New Bedford :— 

Buottmud Appearance of the Bod^. — Surface verypale, otherwise noriMl; 
in left hypoohondriao re^on an apparently recent ooDtosion, near the raperier 
8|rinou8 process of the iknm, in siie about that of a nine-penny pieoe— yellow 
and hard; eleven other similar, but smaller spots below thi% upon the abdo> 
men and upper part of the left thigh ; slight superficial eoohymoeisy aa from 
a oontnaion, about the posterior commissure of the labia externa; similar qpels 
upon the nates, each side of the anus; evident ecchymotio contusion over the 
posterior portion of the labia externa; abdomen considerably distended. 

X>i«i0cltbti.— Upon opening the abdomen^ about two quarts of bloody mrmm 
«SQ^»ed: the intestines were seen to be covered by fn apron of coagulated 
Moody about rix inches in v^tical, and ten inches in transverse diameter, and 
of an average thickness of two inches; on removal of this coagnlum, the in- 
testines were seen, pale; the folds of the mesenterv, attached to the lower 
Bortion of the enudl intestines, are separated by a clot of blood which would 
lU a pint bowl ; the inferior fold of the mesentery was ruptured by the pics s u re 
of the blood accumulated between the fidds. The Mtenu was flaodd, and in 
volume about the sise of a three>pint bowl; on its posterior surface, opposite 
to the promontory of the sacrum, was observed an opening through its pa> 
lietss, madci apparently, by some cutting instrument^ whose diameter would 
ba that of a mpenitem, or of the common catheter; corresponding to this 
openini^ another of the same size and appearance existed, going through the 
peritoneum forming the inferior fold of the mesentery. &neath this punc- 
ture in the mesentery, and corresponding to it, was found an opening into the 
fi^ internal i7iVir artrry^ one-fourth of an inch below the bifurcation of the 
main iliac artery, and of sufficient size to admit the point of a goosequill. On 
opening the utorus, a small fcDtus was found, measuring seven and a half 
inches nom the vertex capitis to the nates; it« finger-naUs peroeptible. The 
Hiembranes were not ruptured; on the posterior internal surfoee of the uterus, 
one and ihree-fourths inches above its cervix, was a puncture, extending 
obliquely two inches in length, through the parietos of the organ and termi- 
nating at the puncture previously mentioned, so that a blunt-pointed probe 
passed readily through from one orifice to the other. About half an inch 
nrom this puncture was found another, made obliquely into, but not going 
through, the uterine walls; its couree parallel to the former; its length one 
and a half inches* Contusion, with eccbymosis, obeerved upon the internal 
■ar&ce of the posterior portion of the uterus. 

All of these punctures corresponded with the mouth of the uterus, so that 
an instrumeni pas:«erl into the ^-agina would go in the direction, and produce 
ikB wounds, above described. 

Death followed the:i^ manipulations in about twelve hours. 

Present at the yott-mortrin examination. 1>». Spooner, A. and J. Mackie, 
Fulsome, and Lvman Bartlett. 

Am^wi ^. — Imp^rUi-f Phyticai ttnti Mrnfai iXrrW<ifnnfnt. — Dr. TowNSESD, 
8en.. exhibited tt^ the i^iX'iety a giri four ^-ears of ace, who cannot walk or 
speak : all the other bodily functions are healthily perfv>rmed : at birth, which 
was natunl. she was ^upp^';wd healthy and fvrtVvi ; ;she notices objects some- 
what« bnl the asKmnt of intelligewM is Mrtainly small : she is mechanicmlly 
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■upported into a ratting poitore, not having the power of LoIdiDg herself up- 
Her appearance is rather preposseasiug, with an abfience uf an^r idiotic 
tzpresaion. 

Jh. G0UI.D reported a case in which, after severe and protracted labonr. 
Bie child was stillborn. It was placed in a tub of warm water, and artificial 
respiration employed for about an hour, and, finally, breathing was establighed. 
She is now nearly fifteen years of age, and has always been healthy. In in- 
&ncj, spasms and rigidity of the neck and limbs were noticed ; contortions 
itf the &ce and thrusting out of the tongne succeeded, so that sbf! has an 
, Miotic look. She has learned to talk, but articnlation is difficult. She has 
Inever been able to control the limbs so as to be able to support herself; so 
Ihat it is necessary to carry her about, and to feed her. She began to raen- 
ITlb^ate at thirteen, and has menstruated rather profnsejy. It was hoped that 
' tome favourable change might take place at this period ; instead of wliieh the 
eontractions have become much more general and severe ; and for a few weeks 
put, her sufferings have been intense, both day and night. The right arm is 
Tiddly and constantly estended, and the fist clenched, and both the arms are 
BO contorted that the elbows, much of the time, present in front; the right 
tfiigh and leg arc flexed to the utmost, and also are drawn forcibly against or 
. Across the opposite liiub, which is usually fully extended. For many nightA 
k^^fai mocession she has been unable to sleep beyond fire minutes at a time. 
The recumbent posture always aggravates the spasms; and sometimes it is 
wry difficult to retain her id an arm-chair. Opiates and uotispuaraodicB of 
all kinds and in large rjuantities have been almost ineffectually employed. 
Indian hemp at one time seemed beneficiaL Chloroform has been taken very 
frequently, and suoo relieves her, but its use is attended with nausea and 
vomiting to such a degree as, in a great measure, to preclude its employment. 
' Xhe intellect is unclouded, and the moral sense is unusually strong. She 
^iaajoyB reading, and converses well. 

In view of the unfortunate condition which has been observed bo often to 
C^ow in similar oases, Dr. G. considers the expediency of long-continued 
tSoits at resuscitation as quite qucstjonable; especially in cases where the 
aeverity of the labour has been such that injury to tbo omnial contents might 
Kascmably be apprehended. In asphyxia from causes not tuvolving each ia- 
jory, a different course might not be attended with the same obJecticDs. 

I^. Jackson remembered hearing the same sort of cases mentioned by 
Dr. Bigclow, Sen. Dr. J. also said he hod previously reported one or two 
eases to the Society, in which resuscitation was very difiieult; in one of these 
faiBlauoes, the child did not fairly breathe for three-quarters of an hour; both 
^ildren lived to grow up, well. 

Sr. SxoaEK thought it pretty well established that children bom under 
TOoh circumstances are, if they recover at all, weak, puny, and short-lived. 

[At the next subsequent meeting of the Society, Dr. Allet related a case 
ntalogous to tliat reported by Dr. Gould. The child presented the breech, 
and, when born, was quite black; by great exertion it was made to respire; 
now, at twenty-one years of age, the coutrol possessed by this individual over 
the muscles is but partial. The mother once previously had a child bom 
ilrith the breech presenting; it was stillborn and not resuscitated.] 

Dielocatirm iif (he Hip; Eauif Manual Recluclion iinder the Infiaenee of 
JSlher. — Dr. PaokIiUN reduced a recent dislocation of the hip very easily 
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nith his hands sloosi sad nnsssistod^ die psftunt hting iholm^U|gr 
Tbs hesd of the bone wss in the isohistio notoh: taking wi Iboi in Ui 
hsnd| Dr. P. bent the leg on the thitfh, and the thiah on the a b do a sB , 
andy with slight outward rotation of the foot, drew £e Umb downwaidsL 
with immediate rednotion of the disphoed bone. The dislooation was eansed 
by the fidl of some bags of coflbe upon the patient^ who was aiding in raising 
ihem from a Teasel's hold. 

. Dimom of the CerMUiwn afidofAt Arierimat the Bam o/Ae Cbxi&mm.—- 
Dr. MiNOT reported the case. The patient was a femUe, aged aiztj-eifffat^ 
who had met with mooh care and hardship. She had borne several diil- 
dien. Within a few months she had sofiered firom yertigo, and there wan 
loss of memory; the intelleot was not impaired. 

.Mjf 28. The patient walked out and became fetigned; next morning shn 
rose as nsnal, bnt immediatelj fell to the floor, nearly insensible; she soon 
became stnpid, although she was capable of being roused, and wonld then 
answer with tolerable accuracy and intelligence. Articuktkm was indistinct; 
lespiFstion puffing, as in smoking; pulse 100, not feeble; pupils natural) 
wine passed inyoluntarily; the month was drawn to the right side; the 
left eyelid drooped. There was no paralysis of the limbs; she would not^ or 
eonld not, protrude the tongue. 

She was fireely purged, and sinapisms were applied to the extremitacs. 

The next day her condition was about the same; the dcjecdons iuTolun- 
lary; six leeches were applied to the left temjde. Towards evening her fece 
besame of a dnsky-red hue, her skin burning hot; pulse at 100 ; articuW 
lioB unintelligible, and there was great drowsiness, from which she could with 
diScultv be roused; six leeches to the rieht temple, which bled very freely. 

On the third day the skin was natural, the face pale, the pulse 100, weak 
and intermittent; the intelligence good, the replies to questions prompt and 
conect; the tongue was readily protruded for the first time, and the facial 
paralysis had considerably diminished; stimulants were ordered. 

In the afternoon the drowsiness returned, with the puffing respiration pre- 
viously mentioned; the skin was of a dark colour; insensibility speedily came 
cOi continuing for thirty<^x hours, when she died. 

J\Mi*moHtm examination disclosed an excavation on the inferior snr&oe of 
the cerebellum, having the appearance of an ulceration ; it was uniform and 
lined with a fiidse membrane; its extent, one and one-half inches in length, 
by one inch in breadth, and of capacity sufficient to ccmtain a bean ; the |Ma 
mater could be inflated over it ; the arteries at the base of the bnin wers 
found extensively filled with atheromatous deposit. No ramoiiis$ememt ; the 
scalp was gor;^ with blood ; the dura mater was adherent to the brain, and 
eonld not be separated from it without tearing the substance of the latter 
nt one spot, at the lefi side of the anterior third of the longitudinal fissuie ; 
there weiv traces of oKi Ivmph deposit at this place. 

Dr. Minot showed the specimen to the Society, and remarked, in addition, 
that Andral, in his re^eaivhcs, states that he had seen only sixteen cases oC 
lesion of the cerebellum. 

Am^pui 23. — AMiaoM o/ the J^^ebalL Reported by Dr. Bethcn'E. — 
His. H., sH. 0*2, first wen August 17. Health geDerally g^>-.)d. She never 
had disease of the eyes till one year ago ; was firs>t attacked with commcndDS 
loss of sight of the lefl eye, without pain or soivnesss. The sight continued 
to fidl, and, in December last» the eye b^an to be painful occasionally, and 
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the ball to eolarge and grow dark. These symptoms Iiave continued from 
tiut time. S'laoe the eye has Iroabled her, the appetite has failed, and sleep 
baa occasioDally been disturbed. Now, the right eye is veil. Left eye, the 
anterior third of the ball is enlarged, and protrudes between the lids — is of ft 
black colour, and prenents a generally smooth, shining surface ; at the superior 
part (where the discoloration comoicnccSi) it is covered with large, dilated 
Teseela. Lids apparently not affected. 

20fh. Operation. — This presented nothing unusual, except that the globe 
was found so soft, anteriorly, that the ligature, used to bring the eye forwardf 
tore through. 

Z\.tl. Discharged well. 

On examination of the eye after removal, it presented the following ap- 
pearances, described by Dr. J. B. S. Jackson: "The metanotio mass pro- 
truded from the front of the eye, prominent, defined, and equal to about lulf 
an inch in diameter, though of an oblong form. A section having been mado 
through the globe of the eye, the diseased mass was seen very nearly to fill 
the anterior ohamber, but could not be distinctly traced posteriorly to the iris. 
Lens of a pale brownish colour, and very soft. The vitreous humour vas also 
quite liquid, and somewhat discoloured. The tunics of the eye generally 
seemed healthy. The cornea was most distinctly traeeable througnout the 
tnelaaotic mass, upon the cut section being somewhat opaque, but not at all 
thickened." 

Dr. Bethune added that the progress of disease in this case was wholly con- 
trury to bis previous experience of melanosis of the eyeball. In the cases 
with which he had previously met (from ten to twenty), and several of which 
be hod published^ the disease, as far as he can recollect, has appareatly oom- 
menced in the jxitlerior portioa of (lie eye, and has thence advanced to the 
anterior. The reverse, as will be observed, was the case in this instance. 

Want of S^u-hronism in tlte Ventricular I'vlaaliong. — Dr. GoeLR had ob- 
Krved an instance of this, occurring without disoovernble organic disease, and 
also without functional disturbance of tUe heart. The three Bounds atleadiDg 
the systole of the auricle and of the two ventricles, were distinct. 

Purpura JJemorrhnijiia. — Dr. Storkr related the case. Miss I , a 

nurse at the Ma-ssaehusetts General Hospital, who had been quite feeble for 
several weeks previously, was compelled to relinquish her duties early in July, 
And submit to treatment. Dr. S. found her extremely languid, with a sallow 
countenance, dry skin, and very feeble pulse ; the gums were Bpongy, and the 
whole lining membrane of the moutli tind throat was parched, and of aa 
unhealthy, dusky hue; the breath was exceedingly ofTensivc. She daily 
became more prostrated, enmplaiued of stifiaess and soreness In her limbs, 
and, finally, inability to sit up in bed, for a moment even, without fointnesa. 
la about uiree weeks after her first confinement to her chamber, she died, at 
the residence of her mother, where she had been carried for the sake of & 
purer atmosphere. At her death, a hemorrhage took place from her mouth. 
Although Dr. 8. had never been able to observe any spots of purpura, he 
considered this a case of that nSection. 

Dr. DcRKEE remarked, that while visiting the hospital, a few days before 
the patient referred to came under medical treatment, she spoke to him of an 
eruption on her lower extremities; he examined the spots, and they proved to 
he petechial. 

Dr. titorer observed that this fact settled the eorrectneas of his diagnosis. 
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Ue biid bi!en ablo to detect no such miLrks on tbe upper eitremities, i 
told by the patient none existed on any portion of her body. Tbis paUsnt 
nia no invaluable nurse in the Id ^titutinn to nhicb she was attocbed ; un- 
wearied in ibe discharge of her dutiea-^not willing ever to be tbouglit unlit for 
work — nnd it a to this atone can be attributed ber disinclination to ooncesl 
any of ber eymptoinB. 

September 13.— P<« iriihln the Shoft fjf the Tibia— Trtphtni'tig of Ae 
Bonf~-ViiTe nfthe Diieaasd Limb. — Dr. 8Tai>Nli reported the case. A. T., 
forty-two years of age, a eboemaker in winter and a farmer in summer, wis 
attat-ked twenty-eigbt years ago, at tbe age of fourteen years, by a fever, de- 
pendent probably upon scate necrosis, a disease not uncommon in tbe nortbcm 
parts of New England. Dr. S., when a pupil of Dr. Nathan Smith, observed 
many cases of it, and be believes tliat Dr. Smith, who resided many years in 
Hanover, N. H., was tbe first to describe the affection, and to discover the 
best rcQiedy for it. The disease consists essentially, as it would seem, in 
inflammation of tbe periostenm, and of tbe lining membrane of tbe mednllHiy 
cavity, and is attended by sympathetic fever ; the severity of tbe latter being 
proportionate, ordinarily, to the extent of the local disease ; matter next forma 
iMtwcen the periosteum and the bone, and also within tbe medullary cavity. 
Wben left to itself, or only opened through tbe periosteum, a. portion of bone, 
usually equal to the apace occupied by the matt«r, dies; it is sometimes wp*- 
rated and thrown off, but more frc(|ueutly is surrounded by new bone, through 
which openings exist and continue to discharge pus until the bone is broken 
up ond token away. Dr, Smith, in the acute cases, was in tbe habit of cutting 
at once down to the bone, as soon as any matter was discovered ; making the 
iucision longitudinally, in the direction of the bone, and for an extent com- 
mensurate with the portion denuded of its pcrio6t«nm. The nest step in the 
operation was to open into the medullary cavity, eitbcr with a trephine or 
with a perforator made for tbe purpose ; the openings to be made in one or 
more plaocs, according to the extent of the denuded bone. Dr. Strong raid 
be had o^n seen this operation done, and in no instance where matter did 
not issue from the medullary oavity, pouring out with each arterial pnlsatioD. 
If tbe operation was performed at an early period of the disease, necrosis of 
tbe bone was prevented, and the patient was at once relieved; recovery being 
rapid. 

In the case about to be report«d. Dr. 8. diagnosticated the existenoe of 
pus within the bone. The inflammation occupied the upper third of the dbia. 
The integuments bad been once opened without perforating the bone, mmo- 
time previously, and pus had been discharged for more than four years, when 
tbe opening healed Ever since that time the limb has been troablesome, 
especially in dull, easterly weather. Two years ago last midsummer, the 
patient injured his limb by jumping from a load of hay, since which acddent 
it has gradually, but continunusly, grown worse. Patient, however, kept 
about upon it until lost February, wben ho took bis bed, and was confined to 
it for the moat part, his ability to leave it growing less and less, unul tbe 
time wben Dr. Strong first saw him, some five weeks ago; he could then «aly 
with great difficulty bo removed &am it. Not long after tho above-aUDsd 
accident, he began to complain of a burning or soalding in the site of the old 
injury, accompanied by a throbbing sensation. About the same time, violent 
neuralgic pains attacked him, worse at night, nnd affecting nearly tbo entire 
body, accompanied by spasmodic action ; during the paroxysms, the ptUteot 
Bud he saw "balls of fire" accompanying the darting pains. The toagna wai 
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dean, very red, and ratber dry, a.t Cimea slightly coated about the c<1^r»<; he 
Tas sleepless [ witlioat appetite; emaciated rapidly. Dr. 8, saw Lint tiret on 

^Ibc *21at of August, All Lis sjmptoina were then at their height. The pyalem 
was in a highly irritable condition ; he waa depressed in spirite ; hia pulse 
frcqaent; nothing afforded him any relief. He had Changed hia nicdiea! ad- 
Tisera several times, without benefit, and had nnw returned to his original 
physician, Dr. Amos Batchelder, of I'eliiam, N. H., a very cicelleot prac- 
titioner. Several surgeons had seen the piitiont in coneultation, and all, with 
tbe exception of Dr. Butcbelder, had condemned his limb to amputation. 
The left leg was very much contracted oq the thigh, and waa immovable; 
there was fluid in the synovial cavity of the knee-joint; tbe tibia was enlarged 
throughout the whole of its upper third, to about three times its ordinary 
diameter; the disease occupying the whole csnoellated struclure of the head 
of the bone, and extending into ite shaft; tbe skin wos smooth, with but little 

' If any redness. Un the inner side of the tibia, not far from the longitudinal 

. centre of the enlarged bone, was an old cicatrix over the spot where the open- 
ing hud formerly been ; there was but little tenderness over this spot ; the 

^ara waa not confined to any one part, bat extended throughout the whole 
leg. Tbe medicinal applications, although sometimes covering the whole 
limb, were for the most part confined to the enlarged portion of the tibia. 
In consultation with the patient's attending pbyaician. Dr. S. confidently ex- 
pressed tbe opinion that pus was contained within the bone, and that probably 

• dead bone waa also inclosed within the enlarged portion of the tibia, and that 
by trephining the bone, and getting rid of the offending contents, life and 
limb might be saved. Without this operation, the patient would lose one or 
ifae other, and perhaps both, as his system was fust being undermined. 
After this, the patient delayed for three weeks, consulting, in the menu time, 
aeveral physicians and surgeons ; was not relieved, and was advised to submit 
to amputation as the only effectual remedy. He now, however, decided to 
sndergo the operation proposed hy Dr. Strong, which consisted in making a 
longitudinal incision, beginning about one inch bolow the knee-joint, ond ear- 
ned through the old cicatrix, and farther dawn, about five inches in all, pene- 
trating throughout to the bone. The periosleum was then peeled off from 
the bone, but with the greatest difficulty, owing to its excessive thickening, the 
thickness being froni a ijuarter to a half inch, and the whole tissue very adhe- 
rent to the bone. !Spieula of bone extended into the diseased periosteal mem- 
brane ; the bone was very rough. Nest, u trephine, one inch in diameter, was 

■«pplied over the old opening, and was carried down, by chipping off the sawed 
'jfr^mente, until it was wholly buried in the bone, and the medullary cavity 
^pot then reached, after going so deep. Being embarrassed by it, the trephine 

['"Was removed, and a common perforator Bulwtituted, which, in a short time, 
■plunged into a cavity, when pus immediately and freely issued, to the amount 

' vf from three to six ounces; its exit was not made at one rush, as from an 
«pened abscess in the s<^t tissues, but gradually, and with the ventricular 

*' pulsations of the heart, until the quantity just mentioned had flowed from the 
«perluTe, before the wound waa dressed. This discharge has continued freely, 
in greater or less quantity, to the present time ; and, for the first few days, 
from four to eight ounces passed away daily. The opening was made partly 
into die cancellated structure; the bone was very vascular, bled freely, and 

-was comparatively soft; the state of inflammation very marked. The opera- 

^ tion gave immediate relief, all tbe old symptoms disappeared, and the patient 

• bas been rapidly recovering ever «nce; his general health improving with the 
(uiishment of the local disease. 
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October 6. Patient is able to ride oat and TiBit his neighbours. Six or 
eigiit pieces of deod bone, varying in size from one-eighth to onc-qonrtcr of an 
inch, have been discharged from the wound. The use of the knee-joint is 
gmdunllj being refined ; the limb can be straightened voluntarily ; the cure 
mu3b Hoon be L-nmplcte. 

In defuult of ct/ur at the time of operating, the patient wa« plied with 
tincture of opium and with spirit, until he was thoroughly intoxicuted. Ue 
anfiered no pain, and was not aware that the operation was being perturmed. 
The spirit was ejected Irom the stomach soon after the npemtion van com- 
pleted ; some irritation of the stomaoh followed, and the usual disagreeable 
sensations from taking a large dose of laudanum were experienced, but in lea 
than twKotj-four hours these had wholly poased away. 

ReU-ntian of the Appetite in Tifphixtl Fri-tr. — Dr. Jaokson mentioned on 
instance of this. He had never previously observed it in ti/phnid fever; in 
lyphiis it docs, at times, occur. The caae be alluded to was rapid in its pro- 
gress, and severe in its character. In the course of ten days, dehriitm, BtU>- 
sultu^ tendinum, involuntary discharges, and coma bad aU been obaerved. 
Thirteen days from the commencement of the disease, some intelligence m> 
manifested. From the sixteenth to the twentieth day, improvement ma ' 
evident. The bowels were costive throughout the disease; laxatives iraM { 
required twn or three times, lluequivocal rose-spots were observed. Tba 
chief point of interest is the persistence of appetite through the entire covns 
of the diBeose. The patient asked fur meat, sausages, and pudding. 

Foreiifn Bmhj in l/ie (Emphatjut. — I>r. C'lALE was consulted for the re- 
moval of a cent from the thnmt of a child, who had swallowed it, partially, 
while lying on its back. The mother icsUntly suspended it by the hecb, 
slapping its back, and also gave it mustard and water, with powerful emetie 
effect. No dislodgment of the coin was evident. Three or four days subse- 
quently, pain being complained of, Dr. C, on examiuation, found the sent 
still lodged, about four inches down ihe (csophagns. The probang did not 
force it downwards. I>r. S. D. Townseud saw the patient in consultation. 
On tbe tenth day, Dr. C. passed a probang, the bead of which came off (having 
been carelessly joined to the handle), and descended to keep the cent oon- 
pany ! Dr. C. afterwards removed the cent by forceps. The bowels, whid 
were perfectly regular previously to the accident, became confined andv iht 
use of a mucilaginous diet ; there being only one discharge in three days. 

Dr. J. M. Warren inquired of Dr. Townsend, Sen. the result of certUB 
Bimilnr cases treated hy him at the hospital. Dr. T. said he had passed ths 
probang succe^fully in these instances. Ue has not yet hoard whether Utt 
coins have been paiaed from the bowels. 

Dr. Warren mentioned a oaae in which ho had advised delay, without Uf 
medicinal or surgical intervention, until the day following the accident, wbsB 
tho probang was to be used, if required. Six weeks afterwards, the cent, 
which hod been swallowed, came away from the bowels, not at all acted UJWB 
by their secretions. Dr. W. added that coins, when swallowed, generally paa 
from the bowels in three or four days. 

Dr. Coate referred to one case in which a cent came awny in Sfty-aix boon. 

C'lii/Mon Umbilicnt in Epilepay. — Dr. S. L, Abbot mentioned an instaoM 
of ibc power of this remedy in arresting tho attacks of epilepsy. Ho had 
«dmiuiatered it in tbe dose of five gnuns of the eitract, night and moniiiiK 
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.Ibt dgbt moDthe, with entire cessation of ttie fits during tbat period. The 
~ hticnt waa a gentleman, upwarde of fifCj years old, who had been enbject tn 
disorder for five or six years; the epileptic fits occurring, at the time the 
of the remedy was comment^ed, as ofteo as once in two or three weeks, 
irith one or more attacks of epileptic vertigo duly. The vertigo, under the 
use of the remedy, diminished in severity, but not in frequency. At tbe end 
of eight months, the patient began to totter very much in his gait, tritb fre- 
cpent "dropping tarns," as if from his legs "giving way" under him, wilb 
only partial loss of consciouanesa. No convulsion, but a slight general tremor, 
irith some ri^dlty of the limbs. A feeble, unexcited pulse, and no fiiish 
or bent of countenance. At this time, the use of the eotylcdon umbilicuB 
Was discoatinued, and a amall quantity of phospboretted oil wus given, which 
^Tws followed on the third day by a bad epileptic St, and its use was conae- 
j.ftneDlly abandoned. Since that time, the epileptic attacks have occurred at 
I btervala of three or four weeks, and the other morbid phenomena are of daily 
^' occnrrcnce. Under these the powers of life appear to be graduailj failing. 

Dr. II. 0. Stonk referred to two cases in which the cotyledon nmhiliooB 
had been used with good effect. In one caae there was an interval of one 
bnadred days between the fits, after using the medicine a short time. 

Dr. HoMA.ts asked if any other remedy had been used in this case, and if 
Mrict regimen had been observed. Dr. H. said that it is nearly always true 
Sbtt epileptics are great eaters. lilffid 'iirt has always seemed to him the 
«u»t effectual means in combatiDg the disease. He does nut, by trial, find 
Ae nitrate of silver or any other medicine answer his former expectations. 

Dr. Aibot said tbat the patient was, so far as bis strcngtli permitted, 
■rCtively engaged in business, and extremely reluetant to curtail his allowance 
of food, lie, however, abstained from fluid stimulants, and his diet wus of 
the most simple character. Various remedies had been tried; e. i/., iafusion 
of digitalis, iron, &c. The former wus used for six weeks, with gradual de- 
crease of the vertiginous attacks. Dr. A., however, feared to continue it 
longer. 

[Dr. Charles Bland Radcliffe, of London, in a recent and exceedingly 
mJl-written pamphlet, styled Cvmmeiiti on CouenUivt Dheamn, takes some- 
what new ground in regard to the management of epilepsy. He believes it 
to be always a disease of dehi/ity, not of excited cundition of system. That 
plethora enters in nowise into its prodactian or prolongation. That epileptic 
uid epileptoid convulsions are connected with a state of body "the very op- 
posite of vascular activity." That delicacy, not vigour, a* the rvJe, charao- 
terites individuals affected with diseases termed convulsive. Dr. R, adds 
tbat sufficient reason exista to cauae ua to doubt " that venous congestion in 
Ihe head and neck (so marked in epilepsy) is essentially connected with con- 
Tulsion." With these views of the nature of this disease, the writer advises 
ft treatment almait exriimvefy Uinic. Bloodletting is not to be thought of. 
purgatives, except when demanded by evidently obstructed bowels, arc inad- 
nissible. Iron, quinine, turpentine, and aitric ether are recommended; and, 
in ft very decided manner, the use of a tftrierous diet is particularly enjoined — 
fnstaoces of its efficacy being adduced — and the employment of stivudnnt*. 
eveii, under proper regulations, is counselled. The author's position and 
ftrgnmente derive great support from physiological and pathological facts, of 
which more cognizance, in their relatioa to truatmcnt, might advantageously 
le taken. Dr. Iladclifle's summary of treatment in epilepsy is, that "the 
cawntinl indications require rest, a nutritious and generous £et, with warm 
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bathing, and the most sedulous avoidtiDoe of all debilitating pnicl 

ID the mora difficult cases, niedicinal tonics and stiamhmte." 

The high authority of Dr. Marshall Hall, in his late work oo Cavbrai and 
Spinal Samret, goes for a rigid eastern of mental discipline, of rliel, &C> 

The acetate of tlr^'hniiie, in ita (on/': dose, is favourably montiooed by Dr. 
II,; the ODC-fiflieth part of a grain thrice a duy. — SECK£TAitY.j 

Fracture of the Ligament of ilte PttlrMa treated without Batulaget. — Dr. 
OouUD reported this case. A man, in Dttcmptitig to reach the railroad can, 
while in motion, ruptured the ligament of the right patella by his offorta IB 
running. This occurred in August of lost year, and Dr. G., not wishing to 
oonGne him too closely iu the hot weather, tied a silk handkerchief around 
the foot, uud had its lung up to tLe bedpost, thereby keeping the limb fuUj* 
extended. No bandages were applied, except one above the patella fur % 
short time. In six weeks, the man walked well, and in another week h« WU 
able to go to bis occupalioo. He wai< an intelligent and manageable patieo^ 
who could be tnieted to aid in the carrying out of such treatment. 

Ejcriaon of a H-rtion of Uie Inferior Maxi/lary Nerve for the R^itf tf ' 
Nenralyie Pain. — Dr. Pakkman excised a piece of the inferior maxiUaij 
nerve, about three weeks ago, at the hospital. The patient was a woman, 
forty yeura old, who had suffered neuralgia of the entire fiice for from twelfi 
to thirteen years. The point of departure for the pain was from the right 
eide of the lower lip. About one-eighth of an inch of the nerve was removed, 
with iiuiuediate and complete relief of the pain. Paralysis of eenaMiou t<A- 
lowed the operation, and is nearly total over the right side of the lower U^ 
Slight sousatioti only is found whon the part is pricked with a needle. 

CiiM» of Ocrhiaion uf the Vagina. Dr. J. Mason Waree.v. — OnofwiM 
afier Lalimir. — Mrs. 51., thirty-five years old, applied to Dr. W. about a ytar 
since, with the fullowing statement from hur physician: "Mrs. M., sonw 
years since, immediately after giving birth to her first infant, was attacked 
with pleuritic inflammation, which resulted in hydruthorax. Uer strength 
become greatly impaired, and oedema of the cellular membrane was (joile 

Sencrul. While labouring under this low slate of her general health, it wH 
iscovered that the mucous membrane of the vagina had begun to alou^ 
Summoned to see her,I found tbisao much the case that the separation of UM 
slough was easily effected with the forceps, and I was able to remove it readily 
by the scissors. The process of easting off the slough having been completo^ 
a oopiouB discharge of thin ill-conditioned pus flowed away, acrid enou^ ta 
exooriate the labia and surrounding parts. Suitable bougies were provided 
and introduced, to prevent the oon traction and adhesion of the surfaces of the 
vag^aa ; but, so great was the sensitiveness of the parts, that, though warned d 
Uie consequences in neglecting their use, they were imperfectly used, or Blt> 
gether dropped, eo that tho occlusion became almost oompletc. A devious and 
extremely small canal van found to exist, by which the catamenia have Bowed 
away. In tho efforts made to explore it, a very small probe wus made to 
pius a short distanoc along tha canal. No prolonged effort at dilatation bu 
ever been attempted in her ca.sc, nor has she for years been subjected to mad^ 
cal examination. 

" I should have remarked that the labour in giving birth to her infut nl 
a very rapid one, and that the child was so small and delicate that it lini 
but a short time. The labour waa oondneted by a carcfid midwife, no f^9^ 
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being near, and no ground exiated for believing t.hat any injury wLatover 
austained by the vogiua in the parage of the child. NnLbing unusual 
traoapirud to call the atteDtiuu of her husband or attendants to thn organs of 
geaeratioD. In the bad atote of ber coostitution, under the dropsical tcodeooy 
of ber sj-atem, the irritation of thu vagina, consequent ou delivery, passed 
npidly iuto a gangrenous state of the lioing membrane." 

Dr. W. said that he found tbe vagina, as above staled, almost completely 
occluJed. Ud one side was a small, tortuous pasrage, into which a probe 
penetrated for a sbort distance, and could be felt for tbe spaco of an inch or 
more through the parictes of the vagina, by means of a finger introduced into 
the rectum. With this guide, and nith a finger kept conslantly in the intes- 
tine, a careful dissection was made in the direction of tbe uterus. Very 
shortly, all assistance from the Itstulous passage was lost, and it was necessary 
(o proceed without any guide. This was done with great caution, from fear 
of penetraUng at the side of the uterus into tbe peritoneal cavity. In tbe 
course of two weeks, after a number of dissections, and tbe constant appticft- 
tioD of tbe prepared sponge, out into a conical shape, and introduced so as to 
. uust in dilatation, what appeared to be the os uteri was finally reached. 

At this period the patient had occasion to Icanre town. Dr. Vf. saw her 
■gain at thu end of a month. The uac of the sponge tent had been persisted 
in, and, by a slight cutting operation, the vagina was restored to nearly ItR 
vatoral dimeuaious, i'rcvious to her leaving town, the eatamenial dischurge 
«ame on freely, and with less dufTering thun I'or many yeara. She was advised 
to persevere in tbe means which bad been used to prevent the contraction of 

CoHyenilal Oceluswn of ihe Vagina. — Miss P., fourteen years old, began 
to suffer, two years since, with paina in the loner part of the back and abdo- 
men. These pain^ gradually assumed a periodical character, coming on ut an 
hlervftl of four weeks, and were so intense as to require alleviation by nieona 
of medicine. 

A physician being consulted, suspected au obstmctiou of the vagina, and 
■D examination confirmed his suspicious, showing this pasoage to be com- 
pletely occluded. An incision was made through the solid obstruction which 
presented ut that part, with the hopes of discovering a cavity containing tho 
inenstruaJ fluid; but the operation met with no success. Prom this timp, tho 
•nfferiuga of the patient gradually increased, and at the menstrual periods, were 
■o severe us to producu a degree of prostration which confined her for some 

< iay^ to her bed, and finally even threatened life. 

When first seen by Dr. Vf., the exlerual organs of generation were so sen- 
■iljTc as to cause greut complaint from the patient on any attempt at an ex- 
Hnination. The cstemal labia were found to be welt developed. The orifice 
nf the urethra occupied its normal position, or was a little lower than natural. 
Below this, not the slightcs*. depression indicated the orilice of the vagina. 
The finger, being introduced into the rcttuni, detected, ut the distunce of 
•boob two inches from the anus, a hard, globuiur tumour, the site of a billinrd- 
mU. Before removing the finger from the rectum, a catheter was passed into 

*the bladder, and this was at once felt by the finger in the rectum, in the 
Median line, the coats of the bladder and rectum only intervening, for a, dis- 
atnoe of one or two inches — that is, as far as the above-mentioned tumour. 
Al this point, the catheter could bo made to pass on each siile of the tumour, 
bat wsa with difficulty detected in the rectum. Dr. W. hud no doubt, from 
Iha re«ult of the examination, that the tumour felt in the rectum was the 

Vpper part of the vagina and uterus distended by fluid, and the cause of the 
21 
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Mrioua symptomfl under Thicb the patient laboured. An operotioD vrits tliere- 
fore proposed, and at once, vith tbe assistance of her pbjsieiati. pcrfnrtneit. 
AnecBtbeHia being induced, a traosTeree incision was made directly belnw the 
oriljce uf tLo urethra. With much caution, a diseectioa was now made be- 
tween the rectum aod the bladder, until, by cutting and separating the tiMuee 
bj the fingers, the tumour described as felt in the rectum was reached, lying 
very deep, and affording but little opportunity for a fair examiDation. The 
depth at which it lay, and its apparent solidity, for a moment caused some 
embarrasEDiont as to the proper coarse to be pursued, ef<pecially as one of ths 
gentlemen present seemed convinced, from its hardness, that it could not coo- 
tain a fluid. But, finally, Dr. W., being satisfied in his own mind that tbs 
tumour could bo nolbiog else but what had been easpeoted, determined oa 
puncturing it. The escape of the thick tarry fluid, which baa been observed 
in one or two other cases before related to the Society, at once confirmed tlw 
truth of tbo diugnosis. The aperture was now enlarged so as to allow two 
fingers to pass freely up into the cavity oouluiaing the fluid, whicb wm i^ 
pareutly the uterus and upper part of the vagina distended so as to ftinn a 
single sac. 

The pntient, on recovering from the effects of etherisation, declared beraelf 
entirely relieved from her previous state of suflering. Tbe use of the pre- 
pared sponge, to prevent tlie clo.iure of the passage, was advined, as also the 
occasional introduction of bougies, to mainUiin, if possible, tlic normal size 
of tbe canal. 

Ot-rlution of the Vaijina occurring win aftrr Marriaije. — The patient Wit 
a widow, forty.five years of age. Theaccomit she gave was, that she was inBriMd 
ftt an early age; ^vAlapremierit apjiroehaiiu mur-i were so violent ss tocanse 
a severe iuflummation of the vagina, which eventually terminated in tbe almoat 
complete closure of tlie upper part of the canal. At the cntamcnial periods, 
much difficulty and suiTcriog were experienced in the egress of the mcnatrul 
fluid, which was discharged slowly, and apparently by a circuitous route. 
She Bufiered from this cause until within three years, when that func^on 
ceased to be performed, but was replaced by a mucous secretion. Her health 
Utterly has been poor, and tihe has been more or less troubled with paiiu is 
the back and loins, all of whiuh she has attributed to the retention of fluid* 
in the uterus. 

Un examiDation, Dr. W. detected an obstruetion two inches from tbu orifio* 
of the vagina, caused, apparently, by an adhesion of its parietea. With tbt 
aid of the speculum, a small aperture was observed on one side, into whidt 
probe penetrated a short distance. 

As the patient insisted on having an operation performed. Dr. W. conMirtcd 
to do it, allliougb, at the same time, he informed her that il was very dtmbt* 
ful whi'ther tbe obstruction was the cause of tbe symptoms, considering du 
present state of the functions of tbe uterus. 

A director was forced into the passage, whicb had at first only admitted 
a probe. This was followed by a. larger i n strum i-n t ; and, by proceeding 
gradually, it was shortly found possible to use the dressing forceps. By 
this means, the passage was finally enlarged so as tu admit the little finger, 
when, by tearing and distending the parts, almost the full size of the original 
passage was restored, and the extremity of the os uteri exposed, although boned 
in tile adjacent structures. 

The caliber of the cnual was mitintaioed by the same means as had besB 
TOflorlod to in tbe preceding cases. The patient expressed herself maeb re- 
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. lievod by the operatioii, and, nhen seen a moutii afterwards, there had been 
£ no recurreoce of the previous bad sjmptouis under which she hud suffered. 

Abortion lelthoul a Kiapicion on t/it part of (lie Molhm- of the exUteiae of 
Preijnaney. — Case reported by Dr. SrOREIt. — AiujiM 2S. At 1 o'clock, this 
IDoroiDg, Mm. S., of Gbarlestown, was awakened by hemorrhage from the 
vagina. She was married the latter part of December last, but her catamenia 
have appeared regularly; she has never experienced the slightest uausea; her 
appetite has not been impaired ; there has been no derangement whatever of 
the alimcDtary canal, nor perceptible enlargement of the abdomen, 
y Not having the slightest idea of her being pregnant, she was not a little 
r alarmed, and aroused her husband, who at once ealiod np her mother, with 
whom she resided. The mother had never thought her daughter pregnant, 
Although constantly with her, and, at first, could not imagine the cause of 
the hemorrhage. But wiien pains supervened, aud af«umed a degree of re- 
gularity in their recurrence, she felt gatisfied that her daughter was in labour, 
and Dr. S. was sent for. In an hour or two after the commencement of tho 
pains, the fmtua was expelled. It measured nine iuches in length, and the 
umbilicus was half an inch from the centre of the body. Dr. S. supposed 
the mother to have been between four and five months pregnant — nearly five. 
Upon examining patient's breasta, they were found to be large, but she did 
not perceive any unusual fulness. The areolie, however, exhibited those 
changes always so reliable ; their colour was much deeper ; their feel, velvety ; 
and the glandular fullieles much enlarged; — thus pointing out, not merely the 
pr^aocy, hut also its advancement. 

. In a medico-legal point of view, this case is interesting; inasmuch as, from 
the rational signs of pregnancy, a fostus may be ctirried even to the time 
. most women quicken, without the fact being suspected by the bearer, or any 
sf her &iends. 



la, with a Font anil the Funi* prennnlinff. — Dr. Storeu ro- 
A.ugust 25, he visited, in consultation with Dr. Crank, of 
>man in labour. Thirty-one hours previously, having ad- 
lit of her pregnancy, bhe was attacked with labour-pains, 
c hour the membranes were ruptured. Dr. Cruno saw her 
at 10 A. M., aud, not finding his assistance required, ho 
On the morning of tbe 25th, she commenced flowing; 



I^aeada Prmn 
sorted the oose, 
^aat Boston, a wi 
nnced to the lii 
and about the san 
on the '2jth innt. 
<Ud not interfere. 

and, upcm eiamining, per vaginam. Dr. C. found a portion of tbe placenta 
had been attached over the edge of the OS uteri, but becoming sepan^ed, and 
the detachment extending somewhat lieyond the oh, hemorrhuge had eusned- 
fie also found the funis at the os uteri, antl at its side, a foot. 

After carefully examining the ease, Dr. S. advised an immediate delivery 
pa the following reasons: Althougb, at the present time, there is no he- 
morrhage, yet OS a partial detachment of the placenta exists, bleeding may 
ooour at any moment; aud should it ensue in the absence of Dr. 0., fatal 
Vonsequonces might follow. 

The child is still living, as the fwUl pulsations heard through the mother's 
^ibdomen testify. 

, There is a chance of saving the child — that chance is lessened by delay, 
owing to the fear of hemorrhage. 

, The woman is very anxious respecting her situation, and begs to bo dc- 
Kyered. 

Nothing can be gained by procrastination. 
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Dr. C. agreed with Dr. S., and requested him to deliver hia patient. Vaa^ 
ing his bund within the ob uteri, he grasped the presenting part, the Hgbl 
foot, and very carefully and slowly made traction. Uterine pains iramedifttely 
commenced, and, without anything peculiar occurring, the child was delivered 
to the head ; at this stage of lahour, although the face was applied to ths 
sacrum, eome little delay existed in the delivery of the bead; it was with- 
drawn, however, hy meane of the fingers applied to tbe mouth. 

Tbe pliLcenta was removed without difficulty, or any unuaani faemorrliage; 
and beneath the portion which had been detached, adhered a coagulnm «boul 
the wize of on adult's fist. 

The child breathed at considcniblc intervals of time, for sii or eight mi- 
nutes; and tbe huart heat t|uite forcibly fur a longer time; but all ufforta lo 
revive it, permanently, failed. 

Rerlo-Vaginal Fkluln in /ormrr deliitrff. Seconrfary IlemorrKnge. — Dr, 
Stoher reported the caae. On the 4th of August, be was called to attend 
upon Mre. A., in labour with her second child. 

On the 18th January, 1851, thin woman was delivered of a still-child; iba 
had been in labour six days when Dr. S, was called iu consnltAtion, and U« 
child's head hod been lying low down upon tbe perineum an indehnite period. 
Her pains had left her, and ber child was dead. On aecount of the relnctoiM 
of her friends to have craniotomy performed, Dr, S. was compelled to one Am 
forceps ; the child was thus delivered, not, however, without an citensvi 
laoeratinn being produced of the soft parts of the mother, owing to their as- 
treme rigidity. For quite a number of weeks she sufiered great incoD*^ 
niencc in retaining the contents of the bowels, and was made meotBtly 
wretched. 

Dr. J. Mason Warren remedied the evil, in a great measure, by an af»- 
ration. Patient recovered her health, the power of controlling her spbinWr 
ani , and was now again in lahour. Dr. S. feared the union between the pwtt 
would be destroyed hy the passage of the child, and he watched the womn 
assiduously, carefully supporting the perineum during the entire period of Uh 
pressure upon the parts. After ten hours of natural labour, she gave birtli 
to a female child, weighing eight and tbrec-{(uartcr pounds, without any in- 
jury being produced. 

After the delivery of the ohtld, a large hemorrhage ensued, proceeding, it 
was found, from beneath a detached portion of the placenta; that organ being 
attAcbed llirougliout its greatest extent to tbe fundus of the uterus, and IV- 
qniring«ome care, time, and effort to remove it. 

Dr. 8. observed that his patient convalesced as well as usual after oonfinft- 
ment, antil upon the I8th \i\t.,Jau,rtim iliiff* after her accouobement, whW) 
while exerting herself, she had an attack of hemorrhage from the Twoi) 
which again recurred on the I'lA; a third bleeding taking place on the 25lfa| 
■bo became alarmed, and he was sent for. His patient was exoeedingly fefr 
ble from loss of blood, and became more so from a continuance of tbe b«niM^ 
rbogc; and although nearly three weeks have elapsed since he was Grst enllcd 
to prescribe, but four or five days have passed since be considered ber ont of 
danger; the bleeding rendering her perfectly aneniiu, resisting the adBi< 
nistruiioD of ergot, matico, Indian hemp, lead, and opium, ins. fto-, the 
application of ice, externally, and passed into her womb — and, finally, jieM- 
ing to injections into the womb oF sulphate of alumina and sulphate of lino in 
the proportion of 5' each to a pint of water. 

Dr. S, reported this cose on account of the late period after the 
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i( wlich ihe heiiiorrhaga occnrred. Dr. James Ferqusbow, in the New 
York Jiiarnat of Malicine for September, 1850, reports a case of Beconduy 
uterine hemorrhage taking place od the l/iUleentli dai/ ufler delivery. 

Secondart/ Jlaiuirrha.je after dfUvrry. — Dr. PuTNAM had lately aeen, in ■ 
coDBultalion, a severe case of Eecnndary hemorrhage. The patient, feeble in 
keslth, was tbe motbcr of several children born at intervale of twenty months. 
"ia Bonte of her labours, bad more than tbe ordinary losg of blood. In tbe 
pregent confinement there was no hemorrhage, but the placenta was adherent 
And was extracted with difficulty. Was doing well for fiitir days, when ehe 
IWrake in the night with Budden, profuse flooding. She waa muuh prostrated, 
hiaX, and frequently voniited ; the pulse rapid and feeble. The treatment 
fmptoycd was introduction of ice, followed by plugging the vagina, careful 
bandaging, ergot, brundy, and laudanum. She rallied, and, fur three dayf, 
ma improving, when another flooding occurred, attributed by herself to men- 
tal emotion. After an interval of five days she had another hemorrhage equally 
(odden and prostrating, at times being nearly pulseless; but she ultimately 
.floovered. One would suspect the presence of some portion of placenta, but 
•w> remnants were detected in the discharges. Br. P. referred to u writer who 
i|wd recorded several coses of secondary hemorrhage, and among them one as 
Tate aa the twenty-seventh day. He considered it owing to a meDorrhagio 

'', Dr Stober asked Dr. Putnam if he coBsidered plugging the vagina a ufa 
yrooedure in such a case. 

Dr. P. Biud it would depend upon the amount of contractility of the uterus. 
In the present instance, the contraction was sufficiently firm. 

Dr. Putoutn also related a case of hemorrhage from reUined placenta, that 
occurred at a lalu period after miscurriuge. A lady of slender constitution 
Visoarried at the fourth month without medical attendance. Por nine weeks 
Mterward she continued to flow moderately, but not enough to prevent her 
^ing and walking with freedom. Very suddenly an excessive bemorrhags 
took place ; she became faint and cold. The os uteri was soft, but not dilated 
mongh to admit the finger. In addition to the usual stiraulunts, the vagina 
was carefully plugged with pieces of sponge. At the end of thirty-six hours 
•ha had so tar nillied that tbe sponge could be removed, and with it the 
■Aacenta, which had in the mean while been expelled into the vagina. 

Dr. P. mentioned another case, in which, under siiuilar circumstances, the 
^laoenta was retained thirteen weeks. 

Dr. Putnam, at the next subset^uent meeting, remarked that, when reporting 
tbe previous coses of secondary hemorrhage, he quoted some cases from Mr. 
Soberton, having rcferenee to the period of its occurrence and its probable 
flftnse; he has since found among his notes another case which illustrates 
tticse points. 

Thiit nog a fir^t labour, in every respect natural. The mother nursed the 
ehild, and had no inconvenience, except, for the first four weeks, a sensation 
Vomewhal mure than is usual, of " bearing Jown," The hemorrhage occurred 
fix vxrla after confinement. She had walked ont the preceding day, was not 
^igued; slept well at night. In the morning hud copious discharges from 
the vagina of cougula, with liquid bloud. This continui.-d at intervals during 
the day. Dr. P. saw her in the evening. She was frequently faint; the 
pulse at times impereeptihlc. Tbe uterus could be felt above the pubis; 
pressure there caused a feeling of " bearing down." The vagina was tur^d, 
' * (0 tha touch, and filled with coagula. 
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The LemorrLage was readity checfeed by the introdnctioQ of ice iulo the 
vagina. Yarinm stimulants were ndmiaiatered, and, in the course of thirty- 
six hours, reaction came on, nitbout further bemorrhnge. 

It may be u question nbetber this should not be considered an irregnlaiity 
of meDStruntion; — if sn, it conQrms the opinion of Mr. Roberton, who, in the 
absence of more probable caaae, nas inclined to consider it allied to menorrhk- 
gin; the diseh.irgc being more copious on account of the greater siec of the 
uterine vessels, uad the greater readiness with which the uterine cavity admiti 
of expansiun. 

Dia^noth'c. S'ffn ia Tiibereulnr ifralngifis. — Dr. pAllKMAN's attention hti 
been called by Dr. Si>aD£ to what purports to be a diagnostic sign of tuber- 
uulur meningitis; it was first announced by M. Trousseau, and consists tn 
the appearance of a remarkable red line, remaining upon the skin of the fore- 
head, or of the abdomen, after drawing the finger ocross it. A female patient 
of Dr. Parkman's, at the hospital, who hod tubercular disease of the clavicle, 
was, when about to undergo bq operation, seized with fatal illness, which Dr. 
P. diagnosticated as tubercular meningitis. In this case, Dr. Slade pointed 
out the peculiar red line spoken of above. 

The following account was given by Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, of a maf/brma- 
lion in aa adult tuhjeit, othemiee well /arm fd, contiitinij apparenlfy of a 
fiaion of two iijyxr extremilits. There is one central index finger, and 
upon each side of it a middle, ring, and little finger, seven altogether, and 
perfectly formed; the index being no larger than natural. The subject of 
this C!tse was a German macbinifit, aged thirty-seven years ; and the hand wm 
not merely very useful in the way of his business, but gave him some ad- 
vantages, be thought, in playing upon the piano, upon which he was a pa- 
formcr. The three upper fingers, supposing the limb to be laid extended id 
a state of semipronation, were used efficiently as a thumb to oppose the threa 
others. Various observations were made upon the motions of the hand and 
fingers; and when at last the individual died, under the effects of a chrooia 
diarrhtea, the body was sent to the dissecting-room. Dr. J. H. York, who 
had some claims upon the subject, having relinquished them in favour of Utt 
Society, a cost was first taken for the cabinet, to show the external appeari- 
auocs. The cDtirc eslremily was then removed, and subsequently injeoted) 
and was fully dissected by Dr. F. 8. Ainswokth. The dissection, when 
completed, was shotrn to the Society, and the specimen is now presented ftr 
the cabinet, with the following description : — 

The malformation seems to consist of a fusion, by the radial edge, of two 
very imperfectly developed extremities. 

Bonta. — The phalanges and metacarpal bones are not remarkable. And W 
of the ten carpal bones, there being upon each side a pisiform, unciform, ud 
scaphoid; and upon the median line one semilunar and one trapezoides ; tlicre 
being no trace of a thumb, each trapezium and naviculare is wanting. ThA 
length of the hand is about seven inches. In the forearm, which is eight and 
a half inches in length, there are tvo ulnse, but no radius ; the one thai would 
be below, when the limb is in a state of semi-pronation, is well develo^ad; 
but the other, though of equal sixe, is somewhat irregular, the olecranon pt^ 
cess bsing prolonged oonsiderably upwards. The h<iiiieru>) is tea inchea in 
length, and has what must be considered as an inner condyle upon each eido; 
also, upon the anterior face, and towards the perfect ulna, a tolerably wdl- 
developed process, which may be regarded as an oater condyle. The acapvU b 
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[y be Bail! to exist; mth some otber deviatioDa. The left upper extremity 
the one that is malformed, the right ulon is nearly ten inches in kngtb, 
le humerus thirteen inches. 
liuitcUt. — The tendons of the lalis^inius dorsi, tercR mitjor nod minor, sub- 
jMpukris, infraspinatus, pectoralis mujor Eind minor, are shonn tu the pre- 
iSarotion. There is no well-defined biceps, nor brucluoJia cinticus. Comco- 
DrocLinlis small. One triceps sufficiently dcTcloped, with its three heads, and 
Inserted into the olccmnon of the ptrfect ulna. A second triceps, boweTcr, 
:i»ts, which is quite imperfectly developed ; one head arises from just below 
head of the humerus, and beneath the deltoid, which has been removed ; 
Jtnd a second from the lower part of the humerus, inserted into the imperfect 
jj^ecranoo, but sends a tendon to the corresponding iuaer condyle, and receives 
^ large slip friim the other tricepa : iu structure, it is muscular at each estre- 
j^nity, and tendinous midway. A suporuitmumry slip of muscle arises with 
iilie long head of this secood triceps, pusses under the tendon of the pectoralis 
,,jBajor, and is inserted into the lower third of the humerus. In the forearm, 
'the muscles usually connected with the radius and thumb ore of eourae want- 
\^g- The superficial fteior of the fingers arises from the inner condyle, corre- 
MOnding to the perfect ulna; and sends a tendon to each hngcr, excepting 
rae little finger of the imperfect side, also u slip from the tendou of the index 
Jnger to the deep-seated tendon of the sauie. No supcr&cial fiexor Irom the 
Bther internal condyle. Deep-seated flexor, with its tendons sufficiently dis- 
lilicB, ariaing from both ulasc, and from the interosseous membrane. Flexor 
nlnaris well developed on the perfect side, but on the other indistinct. Ex- 
. tensors of fingers very distinct; arose from the two ulna), and sent a tendon 
<to each finger. To the single index finger there are sent two extensors; a 
,S«iy interesting fact in support of the general view that has been taken of 
;&ix» case. Quadratua quite well marked, and also the interossei. 

Arteries. — The brachial divides at the lower end of the humerus into two 
ulnars; that which is sent to the perfect eide being about one-fourth larger 
than the other. There is also an intcrosaeons of full size. The radial, of 
eourse, is waaljng. Iu the hand, each ulnar sends a branch to form the 
, Cuperfieial arch for the iLi'ee outer lingers, the index being supplied by the 
irfect ulnar; also auother for the deep-seated arch, the two inosculating 

Nerves. — Tho radial, which is quite small, enters the triceps muscle, and is 
; in it. The ulnar of the perfect side la well developed, but the other ia 
ill. The median is large, and scuds a branch to each finger, excepting the 
two little fingers. 

I, Cumj/ounil Frariare of the Humerm. — Dr. S. D. TowNSEND showed the 
I' „q>ecimen, which he had lately removed from a patient, whose arm was crushed 
I %3 a nuiroad car. The humerus was removed at the shoulder-joint by two 
D . Jucisions, commencing at each side of the acromion process, reaching to a 
' soint at about the insertion of the deltoid, forming a triangular flap, whiuh 
I , was raised up, and the knife caused to sweep around the bead of the bone, 
L^ividing the vessels, and making a posterior flap. The patient died eight 
L^ys aftur the operation. A jxjil-morlem examiualion showed comminuted 
^dmcture of the scapula. 

Remarkahk Com o/ An^rigm hy AnasUimoth. — Dr. J. Mabon Wabren 
"^ ' I the oase. A gentleman, fifty years old, partially froxe the lobe of 
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his ten ear, id 1S18. This alwajs afterwards remained larger ihaa tlie oppo- 
site one; and, in fact, stonly increased in f'lte, finally forming a distinot 
tumour, red on il8 surfuce, and having a powerful pulsation. About eix monUii 
HDce it was found nuccsssry to undertake some means to arrest its growth. 
For tbis purpose compression between two plutes of nielal wits advised, uxt 
prnctis(.>d by bis surgeon. Although tbis was done in the most careful nod 
Bcientific way, yet the sufFuriDg became so severe that, after having perseveMd 
with it for a fortnight, it was found necessary to abandoa its further apjd^ 
cation. 

When tbe patient applied to Dr. W., it was with tbe full determiDation of 
having any opemtion done that might be thought expedient; the tumom 
bnving arrived at that condition wlicrain it was evident that, if an operation 
should not be successful in removing it completely, it must soon pass beyond 
tha reach of Hurgcry, spreading over the ear and taking pOBtcssinn of tha 
face, as io the ca«e cited by Dupuytren, in bis Jjep?n» Oniln, which n^isted 
numerous and formidable uperatiotis, performed by some of the most dt>- 
tingnisbcd surgeons in Paris. 

The appearance of the tumour nt this time was ns follows : The lobe of 
the left ear was occupied by a globular tumour, the size of a ben's egg. Th« 
Borfiice was red, and covered by large veins running over it in all directjoDs; 
tbe redness and swelling belonging to the tumour extended above, into tlw 
eoncha of tbe ear, and ran up for a abort distance on its boclt part. In front, 
it slightly encroached on the cheeJt. On taking it in the bund, it hod i 
powerful pulsating motion, not that alone presented by the common erectile 
tumour, but added to tbis, what might be expected in an aneurism of a large 
artery, the carotid or subclavian, for instance. By manipulatiou, vessels of 
considerable size could be perceived running into it from the ear and faoe. 

Dr. W. said that at first be was at a loss bow to attack the disciise, the 
danger of hcmorrbugo appearing to be great from any cutting operation, and 
if ligatures were used, the same danger was to be apprehended on tbe separa- 
tion of tbe threads. A combination of the two was finally resorted to. 

The patient being etherized with chloric ether, the tumour was dragged 
upon, so as to stretch the integuments as much as possible. A pair of eorew 
foRHipg, similar to an enterotoroc, was now mode to embrace the whole hue 
of the tumour, about three inches ia length, that is to say, the whole enlarged 
lobe of tbe ear, with a portion of the cartilage. This wus tightly screwed up) 
BO as completely to interrupt the dmrse of (be blood into it. A needw, 
threaded with a strong double ligature, was nest passed behind the foro^B, 
and the needle out off, leaving the two threads. The tumour, now upparentl/ 
effectually controlled, was cut away close to tbo forceps. It was, bowerer, 
at once found, that on the tension of the parts being relieved, that portion Of 
it towards the check hod escaped from the grasp of the forceps, and an nrleiy 
was exposed nearly as large as the external carotid. This was eeiaed by 
an assiftant vrith a toothed forceps, and a ligature was applied to iL tat 
grasp of the foroeps being now slowly relaxed, it was observed that the whole 
cnt surface was disposed to bleed at every pore. Some large vessels bled 
riolently, and were tied. To t^top the bleeding from tbe other parts, it 
was finally found necessary to apply the ligature e» masst, which wns drae 
by means of two double ligatured. In the subsequent management of the caw, 
in which Dr. W. was much aided by Dr. Buckminster Brown, nil mennR were 
used to prevent too high a degree of inflammatory action about the ligatOTM. 
The patient was kept cjuict, a low diet enjoined, and a compress, conalaittly 
wet with oold water, was applied, and the patient very carefully uttid^li; 
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Once or twice blood started by tbe side of tie ligatures, bnt was restrained 
by refrigerant applications. At llic end of fourteen days tbe ligatures Bcpa- 
Ikted, Icuving an exuberant granulating surface, npon wliicb tbe nitrate of 
silver was treely used. On the Iwcnty-tbird day, the wound was almost 
intirely healed, — and the neighbouring purta were in a perfectly healthy 
■tftte, the effect of tbe influniniatory action having destroyed the enlarged 
npilbry vesseU wliich had extended into the concha of the cur and invaded 
the integuments on ite posterior part. 

Dr. W. stated that, in order to have extirpated all appearance of erectile 
tiHSne at the first opcra^on, by the knife, it would have been necessary to lacri' 
'fee nearly half of the ear, and to leave the patitnt with a great defiirniity. 
Jn order to avoid this, he had removed the tumour, trusdng to the cKuet of 
jnflaniniation to destroy the small quantity of erectile tissue which ran from 
il into the adjacent purls. 

The appearance of the tumour after removal was quite interesting. The 
Stain portion of it was composed of a spongy tissue, similar to that observed 
^ a case of which Dr. W. bad previously published an account, where an 
■enormous erectile tumour of the lower lip was removed, after the previons 
^tgation of both carotid arteries. In the present specimen, this erectile tissue 
^^mcloscd an ancurisuial cavity, apparently the expansion of the largest of the 
vessels described above, which were tied when tbe tumour was removed. 
Prom this cavity, branches extended in uU directions, which finally could be 
traced terminating in the cellulnr tissue wliich covered the periphery of the 

VBBS. 

FUturf of lilt Palttte. — Dr. J. Mason Warbes showed a case of instni- 
nents containing those most essential in tbe operation for fissure of the pal&to. 
3e stated that he had always bad much difficulty in finding any forceps 
which would effectually bcIeo nud control the edges of the fissure during the 
notion of the muscles and subsequent removal of its margin. TVith the 
oommon double- booked fnrcrps, too small a portion of tbe soft part* is 
■eiied, aod, as soou ns there is any resistance on tbe part of the muscles, 
it is torn away. There is also a difficulty in getting one braiich of tbe 
forceps behind the palate, ns the tendency of that organ is geucrally 
ntber to hang backwards than forwards. These objections to the common 
fbrcepa he hod remedied by having a pmr constructed with a double curve 
■Y—oae of the curves of the instrument being anterior, the other luteral, and 
jtiba posterior jaw of the foreeps being a little longer than the other. By 
riBeuLS of this instrument, which is provided with double teeth, tbe smolieat 
portion of the edge of the firaure can be seised, and the part held tense 
while tbe rauscles are cut and tbe edges pared. Dr. W. said that be usually 
^videB the muscles with a powerful pair of scissors, curved on the flat side, 
flatting fVeely wherever he finds resistance. Sometimes one set of muscles 
leqatrcs division, at others another set. When this is effected, the soft 
jMirts implicated in the fissured palate hang loose, and the subsequent steps 
ti the operation can be prosecuted with ease. To show the effect of this divt- 
KOQ, he stated that in one instance, where the operation had been iwico 
■epeoted on account of want of union, notwithstanding the loss of substaDCe 
from tbe edges previous to the third operation, which was successful, it was 
(dxHrved that thoy lay in perfect contact, so that, if time had allowed, tbe 
Voion might have been produced by the simple application of caustic to 
angle of the lisaure. The voice, previous to the final operation, had much 

' tpcored. 
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Dr. W. stated thiit he hiil latterly performed five opcratioDS, ia tvo of 
vliich tbe Lord pnlats was badly fikeurcd, and all hud proved succeatful. 
Id one of these, nhere the fiasuni extended through the hard palste aai 
nlveolua, the eofl palate and a portion of tbe mucous membrane which VW 
peeled uif from the palatine arch, united. The aperture which remained in 
Che bones was covered with a gold plate, very perfectly fitted by an expe- 
rienced dentist, and the voice van much improved. 

In regitrd to the result of these operations. Dr. W. said that he had lately 
leen a young lady on whom he had operated some years since, and the power 
of speech was quite restored, so that she enunciated with great dietinctDesa. 
In almost every case the speech improved, the deglutition was easier, and 
the posterior fauces were less liable to inflammatory attacks, and were relieved 
from the unpleasant stat« of dryness caused by their nnprotcctcd condition. 

Cat-throal} GompleH DivUioa n/lhe Cricoiil Cartilage and (Esopfioffut. — 
Dr. CorriNG, of Koibury, sent a full account of the case, of whiirh the td- 

lowing is an abstract : Mrs. , set. fifty-sis, attempted, about four yeiaiB 

ago, to cut her throat, being thcQ insane. Recovered immediately aftenrards. 
Her mother also was insane, aod a sister had committed suicide by cutting 
hor throat. About a year ago, Mr^. _ — ~ again became insane, and had K- 
Gcntly made preparations to haug ht-rself. A few days before the fatal event 
eho returned from an insane asjluit). 

Between 4 and 5 A. M., on the 4tli of September, her husband was awdkB 
by hearing a knocking below, and, on descending into the cellar, found lus 
wife seated upon the floor, by the side of a wash-tub. On being spoken to, 
she pointed to her neck, about which she had wound a damp towel; an<l, ba 
oondition being tbeti discovered, she was led up stairs, to the socoad Btoryi 
and pluceU upon s bed. Nearly a quart of hload was found in the tub, bol 
there was not the least bleeding frniu the wound until examined by th« phy- 
sician who was first onlliMl. Tbe instrunicut as(>d was a very dull curving- 

About 6} A. M., Dr. C. saw Iter, and found u large, gaping, mangled 
wound, rathi^r more than three inches from wde to side, and rathe.r leas from 
above downwards. Lower half of tlie thyroid cartilage eipiised. Skin and 
integument acpnruted from the trachea, from one to two inches, and extensively 
rutrncted. At each extremiry of the principal incision were smaller odm, 
us from subsequent cuts. Both mastoid muscles deeply cut, and the right b 
at least two pkccs. Cricoid cartilage (or, as was supposed at tbe time, the 
trachea) and tosophagua completely severed and widely separated, the voond 
exteuding quite to the spinal muscles; yet the carotids were not iojnnd, 
thougli they were seen beating, anil the right might have been liucl without 
any further dJseeution. Wound filled with blood, but the flow was effucUiaUj 
restrained by a single ligature; its entrance into the trachea having been 
prevented by holding up the tub& with a hook. The patiuDt appeared de- 
pressed and submissive. Pulse feeble, and not over tiO. 

A gum-elastic tube, onc-lhinl of an inch in diameter, was first posMil 
through the mouth, and downwards, through the lesophagus, until it pto- 
iTuded from the wound. The lower and deeply-retracted portion of the am- 
pbagu-i having then been druwu up, and brought over the extremity of tin 
tube, the two portions were seeuriHl, and in perfect (.-ontaet, by three etitcliM, 
one on each side and one in fruut; the ligatures b<;ing carried by a cnmd 
neeiUe in ('harri^re's needle- holder. The tube was then carried on to the ito- 
maeh aud left there. The larynx and trachea were next brought togethtr bjr 
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■ ttroDg siitarcs, one on each side. The integuments were also broagiit togetlier 
l)j tvD stitehcs, leaving a euffioient opeuing for the patient to breuthc freclj 
torough the nound. Laatlj, the head was brought forward, und the chest 
«Bs supported in a semi-reclined position. 

During all this time, the patient vas very tractable, and appuTcntly suffered 
but little. Slight spasmodic action, and scarcely any oough. I'ulse rose to 
■bout 100. After the dressing, she made sigDa for drink, and about ,f ij of 
milk and water were injected through the tube. During the forenoon there 
vu "considerable rattling in the throat," as the attendants reported, and a 
■light discharge of mneus from the wound. Some restlessnetis. locreafiing 

ELiD and uneasiness in the chest, moving from above downwards, and particu- 
rly towards the left side. A little wiiter, given by an attendant, escaped 
immediately through the wound. At 1 P. M., Dr. C- «aw the patient, and 
g«vc .^ij of milk and water through the tube. 
. Throughout the day there was a gradual sinking, with one or two slight 
.- flaaheH of fever. At nightfall, the puiso waa very feeble, hot never exceeded 
100. Wound dry and pale, without any appearance of ioBaianiation. Best- 
lesaness increased. Generally appeared sane. In the night, however, she 
Mtempted to get out of bed, but, after taking forty drops of kudanum, through 
the tube, she slept for about an hour. Retained her conscionsucss t^J the 
^ het, and died about 2 A. M. 

On dissection, the cellular tissue between the oesnpliagas and the spine, 
from the incision down to the diaphragm, was found to he perfectly infiltrated 
witb thin pus of a light yellowish colour, but this did not extend laterally 
aor above the incision. Carotid artery, jugular vein, and par vagum, upon 
etch side, uninjured, though the shcalh was inBltruted witb blood. QDso- 
phagUB gaping posteriorly, but, otherwise, the two portions were id perfect 
fiontact, as above described, Tbe parts were shown to the Society, with the 
tnbe and the knife. 

Dr. Cotting remarked upon the following points as interesting in this case: 
ITie number of incisions, the amount of injury done, and the narrow escape of 
tbe great vessels. The iustruracnt used. The self-posses^^ioo during and 
sfter the deed. The cause of death, as shown by disBectioo. 

Dr. Stedman spoke of tbe evident great danger attending the premature 
dbcbnrge of inmutes of an insane asylum. Cases of suicide in eueh persons 
sra exceedingly frequent. Physieians should discourage such a course when 
•iked for advice by tbe friends of patienla iu reference to their eiit. 

Dr. Gould related two cases of cutting the throat. Iu the Crst, the 

^eath of one carotid was opened ; the other was nut wounded. The patient 
%ved from three to four weeks, and died suddenly, while drawing his shirt 
aver his head, being sufibcated. In the second case, Dr. G. witnessed the 
•titcidal act. A young man severed the tr&chea with a penknife. When Dr. 
G. reached him, he fell, and was dead in two or three minutes, turning purple 
in the face. The jury of inquest, amoug whom were some medical men, 
ntnmed a verdict of death by bleeding from wounds iufiicled by a penknife; 
implying death by amounC of the hemorrhage; whereas Dr. G. tbiuks it was 
Iv the vtni/e of l^e bleeding — the lungs being filled with blood, and suffoca- 
tbm ensuing. 

Dr. J. M. Warbes remarked the rarity of instant death in these cases. 
He bad never seen the carotid artery or the jugular vein divided in such 
Stterapts, and he remembered no fatal case except the one just relalcd by Dr. 
Ckmld. 

Dr. Hatwarii, Sen., never saw an instautly fetal case. He thinks the 



282 ExiraeU fnm Sbe. far Mid. Li^nvvemenl. 

liogoal arierj ia the one most commoDlj dirided. Dr. H. sToids im 
dwarc of tbe wound bjr satnre ; there ia greater danger of Euffocadoa. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson referred to two cases of imrnxJiate de&th cioaseqiwot 
on cutting the throat. In reference to Dr. Cotting's case, he remarked tbfl 
probable iaflaence of the inflammalioQ of the cellnlar tiseae, vhich had raper- 
vened in so short a time, with formadon of pua. This maj have had Mue- 
tbiog to di> with the production of the fatal result. 

Ih. HoHAMS had Heen several cases. In one, death was inaantaiito%$. 
A taior was used, severing the left carotid. In another, the carotid* were 
nntouehed, but death followed in a few minutes. 

Dr. J. .V. Warre-v Kiid that, in the greater number of cases, & nttor is 
the instrumeut used, and the throat is cut vkik tie head ia throica baekwardt. 
The largs vensels are thus rare!; reached, much protection being afibrded b; 
the muacli's of the neck, Gcaerull;, patieuta are discovered in time lo pie- 
vent fatal hemorrhage. 

Dr. H0MAH8 related tbe tase oi a man, forty years of age, who had made 
three un^ufceacful attempts to take bis own lite by cutting the tbrowt. H« 
BOW has a Saluloos opeaing into the trachea. 

Dr. IIiOEt^iw, Sen., meotioned an instance. A man, in a sodden fit of 
raving ilclirium, leaped out of » chamber- window, through the gtasa. After- 
wards, he delibenlely cut his tbroat with a razor, etanding before » lookiag- 
aloes, and resistiag the efforts of his wife to prevent the act Ue immedikt*^ 
fell, bleeding copioosly. Kecovcriag from tbe conse^iuent syncopic state, M 
Tioleotly opposed those wlio eodcayored to dresa the woand; but, on being 
assured that he could not recover, be became tjuiet Collapse came on, and 
he died in the course of the same day. 

Dr. J. M. WaOben remarked that, very probably, if this paticot had not 
been so strongly opposed in the first place, the wound might not have proved 
fatal. 

Chronic Ulcer of the Ii*<j; Amputation; Falljf Degeneratifm t^ At 
Mutclci. — Dr. J. B. S. Jacksom showed the limb, removed by Dr. 8. fi. 
TowNSE-iD, on Saturday last, ut the Hospital. The patieut is a man of nx^ 
years ; at the age of twenty-four, be cut the knee-joint open with a broad-KZs; 
confinement to bed for four months followed the accident; abscesses forming, 
with threatened loss of the limb; the joint finally became anchylosed; ue 
limb in a straight position. A few years subsequently the utcer eommesnd, 
and has continued till this lime, about thirty years in all, and was very •!• 
tensive at the period of amputation. 

There is complete filii/ Iraiu/ormation of almost tbe whole of the gutioe- 
nemii muscles. In the integument near the uargin of the ulcer were ioHnd 
several small, thin plates of bone. The bones of the leg were enlarged Utd 
rough, as is usual in old ulcers. 

OcbjhfT 11. — Fecalinrili/ in Diattilion. — Dr. CoALE related an instaiic* of 
conservation of the first l«eth to adult age; tbe Hubject being the mother of k 
child now under his care ; two other individuals of the same family preacU 
tiie same peculiarity, la another patient, a young lady, the two eye.tMlll 
and two stomach-teeth are all that exist; the first teeth having been abed) 
they were never replaced, except by the above four. 

Tumour of the Crrvix Vtr.ri ; Rrmooat hi/ tVim/w- P„laA.—liT. PuTNAJI 
reported the cue. Two months since, the tumour projected an inch from tbe 
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aerriz uteri, and ms of the eiie of a large horse^bestout; much hemorrhage 
•t tiroes; rJwbjh greater at menstrual periods. Caustic potash removed tho 
growth, en tire I J. In another similar cn^e, the tumour nearlj filled ihe-va- 

S'na, and under the same Irttatmcnt is now diRoppcaring. Dr. P. reiDarked 
at the use of this canstic hod been, by some, coiiHiilured dangerous ; likely 
I to induce pcritoocal ioflammation. Dr. i^iMPSON, of Kdinburgh, stales that he 
bad never noticed this effect to follow the use of the potrtfh, whereas ho had 
obserred it after the actual cautery. 

The precaution of using vinfi/ar with the potash was insisted on by Dr. P. 
Dr. Channino spoke of ihe eery /re* employment of the caustic potash in 
disease about the neek and mouth of the uterus, which he hod lately wit- 
nessed in Europe. No pain is felt by the patient ; the caustic is introduced 
through the cannl of the Bpeculum vaginw. Dr. C. exhibited to the Society 
the instrument used by Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, for applying the above 
oustic ; vinegar is always employed in conjunction. Dr. Simpson's instm' 
" meats fur division of the cervis uteri, for the removal of uterine polypi, and 
for the application of the sponge-tent, were also shown by Dr. C. 

Fibro- Plant •'■ Tnmmir if the AVft. — Dr. Henrt J. BlOELOW showed 
this, removed from a boy of ten years; it h.id not the characteristics of the 
common fibro-plastic tumour when exiemally examined ; it was smooth ; very 
elastic; movable under the skin; not lobulated. 

When one year old, this boy bad two or three small bunches under tho 
ear; these subsequently fused into the tumour now removed. When first 
examined, there was qn inflamed gland ju^t beside it, and it was suggested 
by Rome medical gcutlemen who then saw the patient, that the tumour itself 
night be a gland chronically inflamed. It was cut down upon and very easily 
•lipped out; an abscess formed in the wound; the tumour itself is fibro-plastiu, 
of the softer kind ; resembling islDglass in consiatence, and is opuliue in as- 
pect Dr. B. referred to a ease in which a similar tumour was recurrent 
«fter removal. A druwing of the entire tiiraour, and another of a seotion 
tfaereof, both finely coloured, were exhibited by Dr. li., in conjunction with 
dclineatiou.'t, by himself, of the microsaopic a pjiea ranees ; the cells observed 
were regular in their form, and had small nuclei. 

Deitfuctiee DimnK nffhe^ Nnse, Larynx, and TVocJien; with the Speelmeiu, 
mnii a eait of the Face, itr. — The account of ihia ease was communicated 10 
tte Society by Dr. J. li.'S. Jackbon, who received it from Dr. Edwin Leiqb, 
;, AT Townsend. 

The patient was a girl, nineteen years of age; six years ago she was trou- 
bled with earache ; the cervical glands were occasiniially mnch enlarged ; at 
times there were large swellings under the tongue, which would open and dis- 
ohorge matter. Sulwequcntly her breath became extremely offensive. She 
reported herself to bo continually " ijeltinif a new mill I'ji her lirtirl ;" she 
would sneeze, with accompanying discharge from the nostrils, and the tears 
would orerttow, as in cases of obatrutKid lachrymal duct. 

About two years since, while " picking her nose" leith a pin, she was siir- 
nised to find that its bead poascd entirely through the septum nasi ; she then 
became aware, for the first lime, of tlie existence of ulceration of the nares. 
Previously to this, and about ihii time her breath became disagreeable, tha 
Toiee began to be affected. The ulceration progressed (in spite of, or aided 
1^ various treatment), involving not only the mucous membrane, but also the 
Cftrtitagiuous and bony parts of the septum, until about eight months sincej 



when it lnjaled, as is shown !d tlie oaet. The posterior wall of the pbar_ 
presented a wliitisli, fibrous, irregular, dcatrii-like a^pt'ct ; the Telum poluli 
mad tlie uvula were gone; the posterior opening of the nares had assuioed a 
form nearly eiri-ular. Within the last two months there has heen no appear- 
ance of autive disease in this region. The patient's respiration b.-is been dif- 
ficult for a yuar or more. About one year previous to last January, she loet 
her void) entirely; since that time she has regained a hoar»e, rushing, un> 
natural sonnd, half distinut voice, half whisper; hardly entitled to the oune 
of voice. Dr. Leigli was first applied to by her in June last, when she ie- 
nred a antffk tyri'p; no very particuhr inquiries were made, as she did not 
ask for advice, but Dr. L. ootieed the peeuliar sound substituted for the oatn- 
ral voice, and the rough, noisv respiration, such as is produced by paninllj 
closing the glottis when ne whisper; her inspirations and expirations w«n> 
remarkably long and deep. Two months since she again applied, and for 
advice ; her abdomen was very much enlarged ; there was abundant asdtie 
collection, which had supervened imperceptibly, uud was noticed only one 
week previous to her second application ; within a few days it had very rapidly 
increased, unattended by pain or tenderness. On exiimining the patient, not 
the least sign of puberty was apparent; a great enlargement of the base of 
the thorax, as compared with its apex, was not remarked until subse^^ueotly, 
from its apparent connection with the ascites. In about a fortnight the nsntea 
disappeared, under the administration of hydragogue cathartics. 

In September, the patient sent fur cough ni/rup, and soon at^r this Dr. L. 
was snmmoncd in the night to see her suffering great dyspnoea and inabili^ 
" to raise," as she termed it. Relief was alTorded by ^n emetic; siucu then, 
dyspncea h.ns been frequent, with occasional suSbcativc access, relieved as nwn 
as she could (to use her own expression) " loosen the phlegm." The spnEa 
were purulent. The disease, wbicbi liad already destroyed the nares, was so 
manifestly progresung in the truchtra, that l)r. L. did not encourage her friends 
in reference to her recovery, even should it happen that the local diMue 
should cease; no doubt cklatiug in hia mind, that, in such event, the cia- 
trices, in their contraction, would augment the dyspntca; the danger was, 
tiurefore, fully announced to the friends. 

Thus fur she had complained of nothing hut dyspntea ; there was no WK- 
nOBS or pain in the nares or fauces; no pain in (be chest or hypocbondriiic 
regions. Oa Tuesday morning last. Dr. L. Wiis called in haste; he found his 
patient dr<ad on his arrival. She had appeared more comfortable than usual 
the previous evening; had rested well in the night, coughing but once or 
twice; a Ijrgc quantity of muco-purulcut matter had thus collected. At 
8 o'clock A. .M. she knocked on the wall (as was her habit when an ntl«ck of 
djspntca came on), and an instant afterwards she was found standing at her 
bt)d«de, ftruggling for breath; she did not breathe fairly afterwards, baioj 
unable to inspire; the ocuumulatcd mucus and pus had suffocated her. 

On di.-fsection, there was found almost continuous ulceration from the glottis 
to the bifurcation uf the trachea. The disease was in difiercnt parts mora or 
less acute, the posterior surface being mostly affected. There was also dis- 
tinct evidence of previously existing disease; the cicatrices that had resulted 
frum former ulceration being traversed by a curious iiili?rlaccment of whitish, 
shining fibres, and the cavity of the larynx being almost divided by a broad, 
thin, glistening septum which mu obliquely across it. At one part, the con- 
tractioD of the passage that resulted from the development of this fibrous tis- 
sue was such that a goosequill would hardly have passed. The general ^ 
peamncc of the surface was quite different from that of common uIccratioD of 
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ILe air-pasaagoB; there was also a peculiar relniatioo or bagging out of tie 
tnchea posteriorly at cerlain parta ; some of tbe rings were denudetl ; no 
tebercular deposit. In (be chest there woe found pneumonia, with pl^nnil 
effusion, but (10 tubercles. The liver was a large, shapetegs vanse, almoat 
oompletclj adheri^nt to tbe neighbouring part*, and nearly filled with a peou- 
liftT form of tubercular depoait ; much of it being opaque, yellowish, and 
rfieesy in appearance, though generally having almost a Kirrhous density. 
Spleen much enlarged ; eight by five and a half inehei; uterus most remark- 
kSly undeveloped ; peritoneum much discoloured ; in its cavity were a few 
pints of serum. 

A cast of tbe face, showing tbe loss of tbe nose, also the larynx, trachea, 
Mod a portion of the liver, sent by Dr. L. with the history of the case, were 
exhibited to tbe Society. 

t Dr. Jackson suggested that thia disease might, perhaps, be considered as a 
$acm of lupuR, affecting the mucous membranes primarily, instead of second- 
arily, as it sometimes does; be hod met with a somewhat similar case several 

[ jcars ago, in a little girl. He remarked on tbe extensive tubercular uficction 
•f the liver when the lungs were quite free from this disease, and on tbe ex- 
Irente rarity of this form and amount of disease of the liver under any circntn- 
■tances; the fact of the deposit being tubercular was not merely apparent to 

. tiie naked eye, but bad been proved microHcopie&lly by Dr. Bacon, so fkr as 
it could be. The disease of the liver probably followed long after that of the 
nueous membranes. The enlargement of the spleen, as a consequence of the 
ebstmotion thai must have existed in the portal circulation, is interesting in 
eonnection with what is occasionally observed in the case of granulated liver. 

Momlrmiiy. — Dr. Jacksos exhibited a six months' fcctus, which he had 
leceived from Dr. Z. U. Aoams, and in which the contents of the abdomen 
protruded, forming a large mass or tumour, covered by a thin membrane, 
and adhering broadly and intimately to. the placenta. The umbilical vein, 
vhich was, of course, very short, ran along the surface of the mass, and 
entered the liver upon its convex face. The cuticle was extensively separated, 
and death had probably occurred about three weeks before delivery ; tbe oi^ana 
of the abdomen were, therefore, very sofY, and being also univeriially and very 
flloaely adherent, no proper diascetion could be made. The liver appeared t^ 
consist of a single lobe; bladder very large, the urethra being long hut very 
.small; no genital organs found; externally, something like labia on each side 
•f the urethra; no anus. The pelvis was very much malformed ; the os»a 
L'iSDominata being imperfectly developed, situated quite behind tbe ^pinc, and 
disconnected in front. Dr. J. remarked tbut he had seen several eases of pro- 
trusion of tbe contents of the abdomen, but never before one in which there 
Wts an adhesion to the placenta. 

-- Exte^mve Fra&ure nf Ihe Spinal Column ; Comphte Divltion of Oir Ct-ni ; 
i^« earatiiiv-ing two montkt. — Dr. Parkman presented the specimen for tbe 
'BiMie^'e cabinet. The principal fracture was through the body of the fifth 
dorsal vertebra, and, tbe bodies of Ibe third and fourth being separaled from 
&eir lamince, were shot in front of the sixth and seventh. The displaced bones 
were firmly ossified in their new situations. Tbe specimen was sawn through 
perpendicularly, and the division of the cord was seen to be complete. Tbe 
■ymptoms were those common to these cases. The point of interest was the 
long continuance of life under these circunistaucea. Dr. P. stated that death 
nsiuilly occurs before the expiration of the fourth week. 



L 



288 EetraeU from Soc. far Med. JmptwanaU. 

Pidintnuri/ Ih'sfijte nf douhl/u! tialure; at fint tuppomi to br. " AcuU 
I'hjhi'n't." — Dr. BowDiTcn pnteeoted a portion of luiig contaiaing, app*- 
renlly, miliary tubercles, tukeo from a man who had died with some of the 
sympifliiis of dciit'' phikUU; and in whom botb lungs were found studded 
with eubalantes nmilar to those seen in the specimen presented to the 
Society. Dr. B. couadered it as presenting, lo the naked eye, nil the »- 
pearancos of miliary tubercles as distinctly u he had ever seen them. He 
examined llieni microscopically, wilt Dr. Bacos, for the purpose of seeing 
the peculi.-tr cells of tubercle, but, to bis surprise, none eould be di«coTered. 
Dr. B, asked the opinion of the members upoti the appearance of the speoi- 
men, and requested Dr. Wflliahs to give an account of the case, and Dra. 
Bacon and Dubkbe to state the microscopic results obtained by ihcm. 

Dr. Williams gave the foUowiDg as the chief fueie in the case : The p^ 
tjent was a journeynian printer, aged twcnty.three. On the 6th inst, when 
in apparent good health, was arociBed from sleep by pulmonary heronrhage. 
During the five succeeding days he had several attacks of hicmoptyras, and OK 
the 9tb, a considerable hemorrhage from the bladder. He was apparentij 
recovering from the effects of these, when the respiration, which prerioodjF 
hod been unembarrassed and without marked abnormal auscultatory phentv 
mena, became oppressed. Crepitation began to be heard in the right Inn^ 
afterward eitending to the left, and fallowed by mucous r&le. The expeotiv 
ration consiKled almost wholly of frothy mucus. The chest was everywhers 
resonant on percussion. At the autopsy, on' the 24th, the resonance WW 
explMued by the existence of rcsicuhir and interlobular emphysema. Bodi 
lungs were filled with small globulsr masses, apparently miliary tnberclw. 

Dr. Bacon stated that, on a microscopic examination, he was satisfied tben 
was no tubercular cell to be found ; that there were many inflammation ear* 
pDSclea, and cert^n colls looking somewhat likis those of enccpholoid mtXbx, 
On this latter point, however, he eonid not speak dcfinit«ly. 

Dr. DuRKEE agreed with Dr. Bacon upon the non-existence of tubeniaf 
and also upon the preeenoe nf inflammation corpuscleK. 

Drs. Joii.H Ware and J. B. S. Jackson eouHidered the specimen, pr^ 
aented by Dr. Bowditch, to have all the common cliaract«rs of miliary tu- 
bercle. 

Dr. BovTDiTCH thought the case interesting, as showing the importMMB 
of the niitroscopc. Ue uskcd if it be possible that most cases of »o-aiUcd 
acute phtlii!<is, are, In reality, only simple inflammation of the veaicUaf 
Finally, Dr. B. Ruggei4t<.-d that the case might be one of those called bj 
UokittiDsky t'nu'Wur/inmnionKi. (PitlhUo-jiml Aiiotimty : Sydenham Sodetf 
Edition, vol. iv. p. 83.) 

[The eorrectnesfi of the micarosope, as a means of diagnosis, is in ques- 
tion, in this cose. If the granulations or bodies observed viere tuberoulUj 
upon tlie grounds of evlJeiicu hitherto univenmlly received as satisfactory, 
then either the microscope is not to be relied upoo, finding no proper Ut- 
bercular cell, or the said grounds of evidence must bo renounced. Il ii 
more according to reason to consider the case, as Dr. B. has suggeetadi 
"vesicular pneumonia;" espeoially as Ilokitauaky asserts, that the " pRK 
duct of such iiiSammation, under certain condiliona, partakes of the naUin 
of tuberculous matter;" — but such parlitkinij dots not necessitate the <}» 
covery of the cell of tubercle by the microscope; that discovery would M 
least be doubtful, if not unlikely ; yet the naked eye might readily pfo- 
uounce thode depositions tubercular granulations ; hence, indeed, " the imporW 
»uce of the microscope" is moat apparcDt. — SucKETAttr.] 
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ScprrmLcr 27. and Orlohtr 11.— C««m of Arra( of flerefopmnit, Btfm- 
tM«R, rfc, m Infant*, oltrihtUfd tn Strtmg Mental Actr'wi in the Altit/iirr, nhile 
Prrgnant ; Dimyrteablc Sights; Sudileti Shi/cli, Ac.; Diiciimi<m iiprm (An 
'Qaation lehrther luch Action of the Mind he ever a Cause of tuch ubuneil 

Case I. Arrat of Derelapmail attributed hy the Mother to a Fright 
-Miming Prrgnanry. — Dr. Storer reported the case. Several moDllis since, & 
iftmale patient of I>r. S.'s exprcMed some naiietj respecting her Bister, who 
expected shortly to be confined, and who could Dot be persuaded that she 
vould not have a deformed child. Thrw or four weeks after lier marriage, 
■ahe was mnch affected at seeing a hen injured bj a stone thrown by a boy — 
■^e Bt<me broke one of its legs, and removed the lower portion. She wan 
iWeeedingly troubled at the time, and aa her pregnancy advanced, continuallj- 
>dwelt upou the subject, insisting that her ohlld when bom would be found to 
4>e deformed. Her friends at last begun to feel some enneem ae to the result, 
•*nd hence the reason of Dr. 8, being consulted. A few weeks afterward, 
"Jk. S. heard from his patient that her sister had been conGncd, and that one 
•loot was wanting; that, immediately after her delivery, the mofiier asked to 
<«ee her child; one foot was shown her as buiog natural, and an effort made to 
•divert her attention from the child ; but she could not be pacified until she saw 
.the other limb, continually insisting that alic knew it was deformed. Dr. 8., 
Iwing very anxious to sec the child, requealcd that he might know when it 
vbould be brought t<i this city. 

Since the last meeting of the Society, he has had an opportunity to examine 
It. The child, perfectly well formed in other respects, exhibited upon one of 
he lower extremities, simpiv a heel and tJie rudiments of the five toes, at the 
ixlrcmities of which were placed microaccmic nails. Dr. S. obsorved thnt he 
iras led to refer lo this case from the pccnuarities of the patient's conduct prc- 
Tioua to her confinement. It was not an uncommon cirenmstanee for a mother, 
lo/ifr the birth of a deformed child, to acconnt at once for tfac defect by some- 
ttiing which had occurred during her pregnancy; but ho believed it to be very 
^nre for a patient to dwell upon the subject for months previiiui to her con- 
'^ement, and immediately upon her delivery insist upon seeing her oflEpring 
a prove her conviction. 
Dr. BiOELOW, Sen., remarked that very many of these cases arc jeferahic 
"Ho afterthongbt of the mother. Women are often nnsious in regard to the 
<:)iOBaible deformities of their offspring, and there are few pregnant women who 
Mecape seeing some peculiar and even disagreeable sight or objects during their 
''gestation; any marks observed would, therefore, be coincidental, t-y ike nde 
fiof rhancm: in ninety-nino out of a hundred pregnant females, no untoward 
Results would be observed. Dr. B. does not believe it possible that an arrest 
•lOf development can arise from the action of the imagination of the mother, or 
^finm the effect of sudden disagreeable impression on bcr mind, It is not in- 
^Aequent that mothers inquire ichelker their rhild beperfici; at all events, the 
■^re^ueacy of deformities after any shocking sight is the le»l of the truth of Ibe 
Mxistenee of such cavae for deformity. ]>. B. believes that if one fauudred 
^gnant women were to be exposed to the action of such supposed causes, or 
'nouid experienoe any of the strong and peculiar "longings" of pregnancy, 
'«D blemish would be thereby produced in the children, 
fc Dr. Cabot referred to the fact that, during the siege of Antwerp, there 
iwere very many eliSbom, and a large proportion of defurmed children. 
* Dr. DtJKKEE asked, if this theory of the influence of mental impressions ou 
■llie pregnant female does not find support in certain analogies observed among 
22 
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&Dimuli<? lie rcrcrretl to Old TeatamenC Darration (^Gcnaii, cliap. xis.),Bni] 
added tbat rcmarlcnblj EimilaT facts maj be observed at the preeenC day in 
the breeding of animals. 

Dr. jAOKtiOM eaid tbat verj- likely there might not be one id a thooMDJ, 
espoecd as suggested by Dr. BiChELOW, id whom unfortunate results would 
folloir; nil ore not cquaVjj mtcrptihle of sueh inSucDces — some not (if oM so : 
the ^lecial cBsea, hotrerer, are not to be explained or ridiculed away; th^rc is 
enough of plaujiibillty, if nothing more, in the view ho sustains of the matter, 
to render women cautious of needless exposure to unpleasant siglita in the 
earfi/ montht of pregnancy. 

Dr. J. added that, from the coses ho had seen, or heard of npon good in- 
thotity, lie was inclined to believe that a malformation in the foetus may be 
induced by an external cause operating upon the mind of the mother during 
herprcgnancy, and, further, that the malformation may bear to the cauFC somo 
relation or resemblance. This last has always been a popular notion ; bat is 
regarded, on the other hand, by tLe scientific, as perfeetly absurd; the pre- 
sumed cause operating upon the mother at a period of pregnancy wb«n ihe 
fcetus must) be too far developed, it is said, for any such malformations as 
have been referred to, to be produced. There is, moreover, no nervous coia- 
municalioD between the mother nnd the fcctus. The number of negative 
facts is numerous beyond account; of cases, that is, where a sufljcient cause, 
according to the above hjrpothesiB, existed for malformuUoo, and yet none 
occurred. No possible explanation can be offered for the production of a mal- 
formation by the presumed cause; nor will it be possible, until we know much 
more than we do of the obscure subject of the physiology of the futtus. The 
Tcseniblanco between the malforniatiou and the cause, it is Boid, )b & mere 
coincidence ; but, upon the common doctrine of chances, the coincidence is too 
remarkable to be explained away so readily, and, if one case is suggestive, > 
second odds very great weight, and a third is almost or quito conclusive. M. 
SU Uilahe (Ammalia del' On/anuatioji) believes that some monstrosities, 
the ancncephalous for instance, owe their being, in some coses, to the operation 
of a strong moral cause upon the mother; but he does not believe in any resem- 
blance in the particular mnlformation to the exciting cause, and for the reason 
above mentioned. It would have been well hod be staled at what period of 
pregnancy the mothert), in his cases, were subjected to the causes that led to 
their monstrous births. Another remark often made is that pregnant wcmcn 
do not predict the malformation, but, when it is discovered, look back fur some 
cause to which they can refer it. This might be questioned ; but, allowing 
that it is to, and even that they hnd ceased to think of the assigned cause, it 
does not follow that it had not operated efficiently at the time; the imprcssioa 
was made upon the mind of the mother, and through it upon the foetus ; the 
one was soon effaced; the other remained. Much would depend upon the cha- 
racter of the exciting cause, and much also, as he bad before remarked, upon 
the tutcqitihilUff of the individual to the receiving and the retaining of im- 
pressions. Dr- J. then reported the following coses: — 

1. Several years ago, he sow a young lady, about thirteen years of age, 
of rather a small and delicate Ggare, and whose middle finger upon one hMid 
was fully equal in size to that of a man's ; the corrcgponding metuearpal bone 
being also decidedly enlarged, and even the forearm somewhat so. The finger 
was itself well formed, us in soma other cases of siniibr malformation lEat 
have been observed here. The band also wns otherwise well formed. 

The mother of this yonog lady, duriug her pregnancy, was obliged for % 
long time to dress a felon or whitlow for on old uncle, the finger affcobxl cor- 
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teepoading to the one that is malformed in the case of her daaghter; and the 
operation was alwajs disagreeable to her, aa she was a woman of a particularly 
nervoua temperament. 

2. In Norcmher, 1846, Dr. J. saw an infant with an cxtenBive blood-mark, 
u it maj he called, upon one of the upper extremities. The mother, whom he 
lias attended for several years, and knows to he a woman of very eusceptible 
feelings, gave the following statement : When two and a half to three nionthB 
prcgnant,thonghnotat the timcawareof her situation, she had been out of town 
for the afternoon, when, on her return, as the ears entered the depot, Bhe saw 
A man who had been recently killed. He was lying upon his face, with his 
head turned to one side, the sleeve of his coat torn entirely off, the whole 
upper extremity exposed and more or less bloody, and so twisted, an uhe 

1 supposed from dislocation at the shoulder, that the hand lay upon the upper 
part of the back. At this sight she nearly fainted, and probably would have 
entirely, if she had not had two of her children with her. For at least a 
month afterwards she was decidedly ill; and during the renmiiider of her 
pregnancy she could not banish the thought from her mind ; she also felt that 
there would be great danger in regard to the child in utero, though she never 
expressed her anxiety upon this point to any one. The extent and degree of 
the discoloration of the skin were not fully recorded by Dr. J. at the time; 
but, having recently seen the mother, she informs him (for the child bos 
nnce died) that it extended from the back of the hand and towards the 
thumb, where it was most marked, upwards along the extremity to the 
j^onlder, and even somewhat upon the neck. It was not equally narked 
throughout, being in some parts more or less continuous, and in others simply 
apotted or dotted. Her other children she has always dressed in short sleeves ; 
but this child's arms she covered, on account of the marked deformity; and, 
ss she Bays, if it had lived, it could never have worn a low-necked dress. The 
child itself, moreover, was so sensible of tho mark that it would occasionally 
.be seen endeavouring to wipe it off. Tho discoloured arm in the child cor- 
, responded, as to the side affected, with the one that was injured in tho man. 

3. Dr. Z. B. Adams related to Dr. J., several years ago, the following case : 
He attended a woman in labour, and the child was found to have one of the 
forearms terminating in a conical stump just above the wrist. During her preg- 
nancy she attended for several weeks upon her brother who had had his hand 
toiji off by machinery, and the forearm afterwards amputated; the injury being 
upon the same side as the malformation lu the child. 

4. Casereportedhy thelateDr. DOANE, of thiseity. The mother of several 
blind children was holding one of them in her lap, when it put its Soger into 
one of her ear-rings, drew it down forcibly, and tore it through the flesh. She 
was pregnant at the time; and when her child wi^s horn, it had a fissure in 
the ear corresponding to the laceration in its mother's. 

At the next meeting, Dr. Storer said he had met with reports of two cases 
■ince the lust meetiug, which tended to coiLdrm the opinion at that time ad- 
' Tanccd, that any remarkable sensation sustained by the mother during her 
early preguancy, might produce an effect raorc or less well marked upou the 
iftetos in ntero — that this effect need not necessarily partake of the character 
. of the exciting cause — bat that, should the mother be so far iufiuenced as to 
receive a decided shock upon her system, it might he followed by some ab- 
normal condition of her child — arrest in development or some peculiar mal- 
formation. The following cases ho had observed in the "Proceedings of the 
Medical Asaoeiation of the State of Alabama," for Dec. 1850. 

"Dr. R. Tjee Fe.vdn related the following very remarkable partioularaof a 
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case, wlicre the impeBBions received by a mother during pregnancy, affected her 
child in iitero. A gentleinan, whilat shooting, shot through the metacarpa] 
bone of Lia indcs finger. The wound was a bad one, and piece after piece of 
the bone came anay. A few months after the accident here mentioned, and 
in due season, bis wife bore him a child perfectly formed in all reBpccts. When 
ahont fonr months advanced in her second pregnancy, an operation -vras deemed 
necessary to remove the last remaining portion of hone in her htisband's finger. 
She witnessed the operation, and was much shocked and alarmed at the sight. 
When her child was horn, it was found to be deficient in this very bone, though 
in alt otber parttcnlu^ it wa£ a well-formed child. The Doctor thought tbit 
was hy no means the result of chance, but a very conclusive inatsnce of cause 
and effect. 

" Dr. DOBSEY remarked, that the relation of this case called to bis tmai 
a similar instance: — 

"Dr. G WM thrown from hia horse and hroke his leg, midway between 

the ankle and knee. His wife was about five mouths advanced in preg- 
nancy. When the child of which she was pregnant was horn, it had on t£e 
leg corresponding with the injured limb of the father, and at precisely the 
same spot, tho appearance of a fracture of the limb, and there was also a de- 
cided Bhatteriog of the leg." 

Dr. Strong thought that the notion so popularly entertained in reference 
to this matter is too general not to have some foundation in truth. It ce^ 
tainly dcBervea investigation. He added that the idea of greater liability to 
thoae attributed cffecla, from the causes mentioned, in the early part of preg- 
nancy, seemed to him very well fonnded; perhaps the influencing power, be 
it the imagination, or what it may, ceaiu a/ier a certain period of ijettation ; 
has a limitation. Dr, S. also referred to the fact that a mart covered by a 
qtiagi/a always afterwards, when impregnated by a ttallion, brought forth ttnped 
coltt. 

Dr. Cabot mentioned the statement of M. Donne, of Paris, who declare 
the above fact, as stated by Dr. Strong, to be constantly observed nuder the 
same conditions; he even goes farther, and asserts that one portion of the eon- 
Btitntion of one man is propagated, In/ aTiother man, from the Kidoto of lA< 
_^r«( to ehildrtn by the teeond. 

Dr. BiGELOW, Sen., asked to what cause wo must attribute the imperfec- 
tions and arrests of development observed in fruits, flowers, and plants. Have 
tliej/ imagination ? and does it act with this effect upon them ? 

Dr. B. declared hia entire disbelief in any such effects from tho attrilmted 
oanscB. 

Dr. Hatward, Sen., asked whether this action or inflnence (if it be recoj^ 
niacd as efficient) is imaginalire or purely phymeal? Dr. II. mentioned a 
mother, who, while pregnant, suddenly saw one of her children, ill with pnen- 
monia, covered with blood by some accident; the child she was carrying, when 
bom, had a large red tiain or spot upon ils &ce. Here, imaginatioii oonH 
hardly be the cause, for the woman had not thought of, or brooded orcr, the 
occurrence, nor bad Bhe any apprehension that her infant would he marked. 

Dr. HoMANS spoke of an acephalous fwtos, the mother of which during 
pregnancy had not ever apprehended any marring of her child. Dr. H. dOM 
not remember, since that case, any other wherein the mothers had anticipated 
any monstrosity, although such did occur. These facts he considered would 
muitate with the imagination doctrine, or tho idea of effect from strong mental 
impression or shock on the ftetas in utero. 
Di. 8moNQ remarked upon tbe difference between menUl and phyiuc*! 
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lavs ID tbcir aation on the syatera. Some indiviilunls have, and eomc have 
not, the imagination snffieientlj Bensitise and impressible for tlie production 
of Buch marked action aa haa been referred to. The Jinal tpiestion, howeTer, 
IB whether BUch reaulta are ever proiluoeJ. If thia be proTed ajid conceded, it 
ie sufficient to make the fact a flied one. One instance thus established is 
enough, and aa good as ten ihousand. The numerical syRtem ia valueless 
upon this qaestion. 

Dr. BiGELOW, Sen., would pronounce this principle of different impressi- 
Inlitj, lie., to be the foundation of all the charlatanry of the day. The 
teniiulfs of Drs. Jackson and Strong go to prove only the possibility of these 
OtKurrencea under the above- supposed theory, but do not establish their cer- 
taiuty. There is not sufficient basis, as he views the subject, for making a 
rule or law in regard to it. 

Dr. SxRONa asked if any one bad seen so strongly marked special cases as 
tbat of the slitted ear and the enlarged finger narrated by Dr. Jackson ? 

Dr. Hatward, Sen., mentioned two cases of elitted ear; the slit being in 
liiB portion in which ear-rings are inserted. One individual, when seen by 
Dr. If., was 16 or 17 years of age. The mother did not remember any acci- 
dent or sight possibly causative of such a result. 

Dr. Wm. T. Farkkk related the following cose, which occurred in his 
father's practice in Virginia, many years ago : A lady, three months advanced 
in pregnancy, saw a pig, driven furiously out of an inclosure by a negro hoy, 
have ilt bowels torn out by the stake of a fence. The lady wOiS greatly shocked, 
■nd tiiinted. Her child, when bom, had the entire front of the abdomen 
covered only hg a tkinfilm, and the in^giints loere visihle thrai/'jh it. There 
was also imperforate anus. The child died not long after birth. 

Dr. Channino related the case of a lady in Edinburgh, of which he heard 
while there lately : Her surgeon had been performing the operation for bore-lip, 
and the lady's attention was drawn to some blood which chanoed to remain 
upon one of bis fingers; at her reciuest, he described the operadon to her. She 
was from four to five months gone with child; at birth, the child wot jbund 
vith kare-lijJ. The mother stated that she had been much impressed by the 
above occurrence and narration. 

Dr, C. alluded to the fact that the umbilical cord sometimes performs ampu- 
tation of fcetal limbs. 

Dr. OoALB said that the agency of mind upon matter cannot be denied. 
Sonietimes the cause and the effect of nervous impressions arc greatly dispro- 
porlionate the one to the other. The action of these impressions on the 
Btomach and bowels is undoubted. Dr. C. mentioned a patient under his 
care who, during her pregnancy, saw a deformed man, and was greatly affected 
and troubled at the occurrence. Previous to her confinement, however, the 
vivid improssion subsided, to be renewed during the throes of parturition. 
She became very apprehensive of possible deformity of the child about to be 
Iwm, which, however, presented none. 

Dr. BiOKLOW, Jr., thought the negiUice, as well as tho potilive evidence 
OB this subject should all be weighed; oihaiw'iBe, Jblfaeioua rewi/rt are nearly 
B&re. Scroity numerical evidence and man^ caeei seem to him necessary for 
a decision; isolated coses ore insufficient. 

At the meeting boldeu Nor. 8, Dr. STOttEE reported that he had, during 
^e last week, delivered a woman of an infant with hare-lip; the mother, the day 
after oouGnemcnt, told him that she had been very painfully impressed while 
visiting, during her own pregnancy, a friend who was dying from phthisis, and 
wlio, during her visit, htul a severe and sudden attack of hsemoptysis, occom- 
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p&nied by distressing dyspncea. The pregnant lady was greatly ehoctcd, bo 
much so as to faint; and she eubseqaently thought frequently of the occui- 
rencc, fearing its effects upon the child she carried. This infant was bom 
with s hare-lip of double fissure. 

Dr. Gould mentioned, as a " aet-oB'" case to the aboTc, the following : 
On last Monday, he attended a woman in labour, who, at the birth of ber 
child, was very anxious that its palate should be examined, she having, early 
in ber pregnancy, seen a person with very disagreeable countenance from 
deformity of the palate. She bad been very unpleasantly affected by the 
sight, but, notwithstanding her very strong apprehension, no effects are vifflble 
upon her child. 

Tho discussion of the subject was not resumed. 

Peculiar Case of Lilholomff ; singvlar Nucleus /tir, and unumial Sin o/ 
live Culcalui. — The specioien was brought by Dr. Wm. G. Wbebleb, of 
Chelsea, Mass,, who performed the operation for its extraction. 

Dr. Stedman exhibited the calculus, and gave the following account of 
the case, furnished by Dr. Wheeler: — 

A fcraole, 21 years of age, came under Dr. W.'s care a few months since; 
she had for a long time suffered severely ; all the usual symptoms of stone in 
the bladder were undeniably present, and, indeed, very marked. A sonnd 
being introduced by Dr. W., the presence of a calculus was readily detect«d. 
The severity of the local syraptoroa, and the apparent large aiie of the stone 
were the circumstances chiefly engaging attention. The stone seemed immov- 
able, judging by the impression communicated to the sound while examining; 
the sensation would perhaps convey the idea of the calculus being fixed it 
certain points. The patient complained occasionally of great pain in the 
pubic region, as if something sharp pierced tbe neck of the nloddcr. Dr. W. 
was nnablc to determine the exact sixe of tbe calculus. With the bopo ihu 
it might be sufficiently soft to be crushed, the operation of lithotrity wu 
attempted. With tbe assistance of Brs. Stedman, of Boston, and Ingalls, of 
U. S. Marine Hospital, Chelsea, two trials at cruBhing the stone were made 
unsuccessfully; the bladder was contracted and irritable, so as to allow of 
little or no distension by the injection of finid ; and, moreover, the stone 
proved to be hard, and of sucb size and shape that it could not be held or 
fixed within the grasp of the instmuienta. The constitutional symptoms, 
also, which followed each of the above attempts, were severe. Dr. W. feand 
lest inflammation might supervene, of fatal nature, after the last trial. 

Disappointed as to litLotrity, tbe operation of b'thotomy seemed the only 

resource. The case was plainly stated to the friends; a preparatory tmt- 

nent adopted, and the operation urged. On the 1st of Oct<>bcr, the patient, 

) having consented, was etherized, nnd ibe operation done by Dr. W., auiited 

I hy Drs. Stedman and Ingolls. The vaglno-vestcal method was choseD, u 

[ oflering apparently the best chance for the patient, on account of the situation 

r of the stone and the contracted condition of the bladder, Tbe patient being 

L placed in the usual position, an incision was carried downwards and back- 

i vards upon the groove of the staff; the operator's forefinger, passed through 

I this opening, felt the stone, of l.itrge size, and apparently fixed at certain 

I points. Fears of a sacculated condition of the bladder were suggested; fkr- 

f tber exploration by the finger discovered a projecting point, which was at first 

•upposed to be a sharp corner or tubercle of the calculus; but it was finally 

L Mncluded that it was some foreign body which had served as a nucleus f<ir 

I the calcareous deposit. Efforts to break the stone tailed ; and, the position ef 
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the forceps be'mg changed, one blade waa passed over the sharp point alluded 
to, and after much difficulty, manipulation, and delay, a etooe nas extracted 
weighing orer two ounces and three-quarters, and there was found pasiiing 
obliquely through ill centre, a large aire ha iV-pt'n, measuring over three inches 
and a half in length. This pin, and the direction it had with regard to the 
mcisioD, together with tbo sise of the calculus, caused the delay and embar- 
rassment iu the extraction of the latter. < Thus is also explained the seeming; 
immobility of the stone at certain points. 




The patient survives the operation, and baa done remarkably well, «!th 
the exception that a small fistulous opening stJU remains. The local as well 
as the const! tntiona] symptoms have been very mild, when compared with 
those which followed the previous attempts at litbotrity. 

The history of the hair-pin is of some interest, as it gives a probable date 
of the commencement of the formatioa of the calculus. Since the operation, 
the patient has stated that the pin inan int-rodnced ihrnvgh lite urethra about 
tic yeart ago. She never mentioned this fact to any one ; preferring to suf- 
fer in silence. The foreign body caused some pain and uneasiness soon after 
its passage within the bladder, but no severe symptoms were mauifestod until 
about two years after its introduction, since which time they have gradually 
increased in severity. 

Dr. Ceurles T. Jackson analyzed the stone, and found it to be composed 
ntunly of phosphate of lime, coloured a little with urate of ammonia. The 
rough surface which the calculus presents is owing to the action of the instru- 
ments during the previous efforts to crush it. Tbe points of the hair-pin were 
1>ent dowu upon the side of the stone (as seen in the engraving) by the blade of 
the forceps, thus facilitating the extraction of the mass, and also avoiding 
laceration of the bladder and adjacent parts, which bad suffered so much from 
continued irritation. 

Four Tiwnlht after the operation. — Dr. "W.'s patient is out, and visits her 
ftiends; she has regained her usual health and strength. The fistula still 
remains, and has resisted all the nsual modes of treatment; sutures have 
not been tried as yet, but will be attempted if required. A few weeks 
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EiQCi?, tiie opcuiug geemed likely to close, us little or no water at one time 
escaped. From cold, or some other exciting cause, a saiail abscess formed 
witliin or near the neck of llie bladder, wliicb, in evacuating its contents, 
Toopcned or enlarged the fistula again. 

November 8. — Cancer o/the Timyueand neighbouring pari*. — ^The follow* 
ing hietory of the case waa received from Dr. J. S. Jones, id whose pme- 
tice it occorred. The patient was fifly-ux yearn of age ; smoked habitually, 
and used brandy freely, though not addicted to intoxication. One and b half 
years ago his disease first appeared in tbe form of a small purple tumour 
beneath the tongue, and without pain. Sis months afterwards, when Dr. J. 
first saw it, it had increased in size, and was ulcerated; gums of the lower 
jaw fungous ; profuse salivation ; great soreness of the ports, aud severe paiu 
in the head; this last being a very prominent symptom tQ the case. At this 
time ho was attending to his business in a ^ocery store, but for tbe last three 
months he was confined principally to the house ; tUo disease showing exter- 
nally on each side and below tbo lower jaw, and brenkiug out into an open 
sore upon the right side some weeka ago. Constipation was a narked symp- 
tom towards the last. Died easily, with ceBsaUon of p^n and diMcharge the 
last few days. Hereditary tendency; a sister was said to have had cancer 
of the womb, but died of cerebral disease ; a paternal aunt died at the age of 
fifty-sis, of cancer in tbe throat; and a maternal cousin, at the age of twenty- 
sis, of cancer in the mouth. 

The diseased parts were cshibited by Dr. Jackson, who node the dissec- 
tion. Externally, there protruded below the lower jaw and upon the right 
side, asolid tumour, one- third or onB-h»lf as large as tbe fist, and ulcerated upon 
the surface. On diEscction, the diseased mass was found to be well dc6ned, 
extending downwards and backwards to tbo top of the loryns, laterally to 
beyond the submasiliary gland, and upwards into the substance of the loDgue; 
in the anterior half of which it appeared in the form of a rounded tumour 
three-fourths of an inch in diameter. The diseased structure was as soft as 
(ho average of encepbaloid, and of a faintly yellowish white colour, but not 
uniformly so; cut surface rough or coarse, and presenting altogether the 
appearance of a cancroid affection, which it was further shown to oe, from ■ 
microacopio examination made by Dr. H. J. Bioelow ; no effusion of blood 
OS in encephaloid. £steneive and very foul ulceration beneath the toojnie, 
and above the gum and under lip; yet no sloughing is seen. Tbe submaxil- 
lary and two or three neighbouring lymphatic glands were healthy. Teeth 
in the lower jaw quite loose, but not fallen ; the jaw, also, which was removed 
with the diseased parts, appears (juile sound, excepting the absorption of the 
alveoli. Organs of the thorax and abdomen thoroughly examined, but no 
trace of eaDCcroua disease found. 

TtimoMr tonaecUd v:ilh lilt Sarforius Mtticle. — Dr. J. MasOS WAttRKS 
showed the specimen, which was iutcrealing from the fact that a eanecrons 
tumour of the breast had been removed from ibe patient five years ago. One of 
her sisters had also been subjected to an operation on the breast for an encepha- 
loid tumour fifteen years since, and is now vrell, having assisted at the above 
operation. Another sister was also aSlictcd with a tumour of the bruast. 
The tumour in question appeared about a year and a half since, and when 
Dr. W. saw it, three months ago, was four inches long and three wide, com- 
menciog just below Poupart's ligament and extending down the thigh. It 
was placed under the fascia;, and was movable iu ccrtaiu positions of the 
limb. 
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Br. W. \raa at first ilisiadined to advise aoy operation, fcanng that this 
waa a frcsli demonstratioa of caiiceroua discus. On further consideration, and 
having repeatedly exumined the patient, fioding no affection of tbo neighbour- 
ing glands or of abdominal disease, and the being very urgent t« have an 
operation done, ho finally consented to remove it The tumour, on dissection, 
waa found incorporated with the sartoriiis muscle, which was spread out on 
the back part of it. This being cut away above and below, the tumour woa 
detached from its various adhesions. When it was lifted up, in order that the 
dissection might be prosecuted underneath it, on cutting the saphena veia 
where it pierces the fascia, a distinct sucking sound was heard, as of the air 
being pumped into the vein. The finger was immediately placed over the 
mouth of the vein, and the farther admission of air prevented. The pulse 
remained for some time quite slow, and the patient did not revive from the 
effeclsof ether, the dose of which had been email, as readily as is usual; whether 
thb arose from the eflccts of the latter agent or from the entrance of the air 
into the vein cannot be readily determined- The tumour, on being laid open 
and examined microscopically, displayed no malignant appearances, and all 
the organs in the neighbourhood of it were in a healthy condition, bo that it ia 
to be hoped this patient may still have an immunity from the disoase. 

November 22. — Imper/urale Ania, &e. — Dr. EzBA Palmer, Jr., who 
Attended the case, reported that the cliild was bom on the 6th inst., and died 
on the lltU. Vomited, if the smallest quantity of Quid was given to it; abdo- 
men never much distended. Passed thin yellow feces pretty freely and forci- 
bly through the penis, but never any urioe, so far as ascertained. 

Dr. Jackson, who made the disseotion, showed the ports. The penis ui 
Hmall and otherwise imperfectly developed. Scrotum deeply divided upon the 
median line, like two labia ; testicle felt on each side. The externa! uppear- 
anceswere shown by Dr. P. in a cast, that he had had taken for the Society's 
Cabinet. The large intestine was much distended, and opens into the proa- 
tatic portion of the urethra, just at or behiml the veruniontanuni. This open- 
ing allows the passage of a small probe ; but, probably from being somewhat 
valvular, air is not very readily forced through when the intestine is distended. 
Bladder rather thick, with considerable redness upon the inner surface; and, 
when recent, contained some liquid feces. Left kidney and renal capsule 
well ; ureter, perhaps four times its usual size, but opened into the bladder. 
Aight kidney and renal capsule exceedingly small ; ureter was greatly en- 
larged, and filled with secretion, there being no opening into the bladder. It 
having been sometimes stated that in cases of imperforate anus there is no 
development of a sphincter, and that, consequently, there would be no power 
of retention if an opening should be made into the intestine, this point of ana- 
tomy waa observed in the present cose, and the muscle was found in the usual 
aitnation, and quite developed; there is also seen a sort of muscular septum 
upon the median line, and extending from the skin or integuments nearly to 
the membranous portion of the urethra and bladder. No other malformations 
were observed, excepting a club-foot upon one side, the corresponding extremity 
being rather small. 

Br. J. referred to the observation that he had often made, and which hod 
already been published id the I'roaxilinys of the SuciW^ (^Ajnefkrin Journal of 
Mediad Sciences, Julj 1850), that such an opening as has been above described 
is always to be found In ordinary coses of imperforate anus, i. e. in those coses 
in which the intestine comes down into the pelvis, and there seeuis to terminate 
in a cul-de'sae, He now further remarked that when the anus is imperforate ia 
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a female subject, a corresponding opening, bo far as he has observed, is alwajs 
found from the intcstioc into the vo^nu ; thU ptkrt of the genital rannl ta 
the female corresponding probably with the prostatic portion of the urethra in 
the male. Two cases he had met with in the lower animals, bendes several 
in tbe human subject; and as yet he has never seen a case of this kind of 
malfonoatiou in the female, where there was not a direct and free communi- 
oatioa between the intestine and the vagina; the opening, indeed, being to 
free that the function of defecation is sufficiently well performed, and the indi- 
vidual may live to the adult age, instances of which have occurred here as 
elsewhere. As to cases of imperforate rectum, Dr. J. has always found the 
upper portion terminating in a perfect cul-de-»ac; he had, however, beard on 
good authority of a case that had recently occurred in this city, and in which, 
as feces were passed through the penis, there must have been an opening, 
though it was not shown wliere it existed, an examinBtton after death not 
beiug allowed. 

CmUveric Soften xng of the Slomachwilh Fcrfomlion of ihe DhiAragm.— 
Dr. Jackson Gbowedtbe^pecimen, taken from B patient of Dr. E. H.Clarke; 
a healthy infant, twenty-two montlis old, that died with acute pulmonary 
symptoms of about tbirty-six hours' duration, and had had no symptoms what- 
ever referable to tbe stomach; pressure upon the epigastrium borne well. On 
ozamination, fifteen hours after death, tbo whole left extremity of tbe stomach 
was found open and the contents of the organ effused into the cavity of the 
abdomen ; with a defined bromish discoloration of the surface of tbe spleen 
where it had been acted upon by the secretions. In tbe roemhraaous portion 
of tbe diaphragm were two perforations through into the left pleural cavity ; 
they were not more than two lines in diameter, and but little of the fluid had 
passed through. No inflammation of either serous membrane, and no soften- 
ing of the cesophagus. Dr. J. remarked that he had several times met with 
this last, and a discharge of the contents of the stomach into the left pleoral 
cavity ; but he had never before seen an opening through the diaphragm, 
though it has been observed by others. 

Comminuted Fracture of the vpper extremity of the Thiffh Bone — ehown 
by Dr. MiNOT. — There is an irregularly transverse fracture of the bone, ttoa 
an inch and a quarter to two inches and a half below the upper part of the 
neuk; a 5wture through the root of the neck; a fracture through the bue 
of the trochanter major, and another through the base of the trochanltr 
minor, completely separating those processes. 

Tbe patient was a female, aged eighty-four, who slipped down at her bed- 
side and fell upon the right hip. The limb was shortened about half an 
inch, there was slight evcrsion of tbe foot, and severe pain about tbe hipe, 
aggravated by motion. The limb could be freely rotated, and drawn down 
about an inch below the other. No well marked crepitus was felt during life. 
She died in eight days. Crepitus was easily felt on rotating tbe limb after 
deatb. 

Tbe nature of the accident, the age of tbe patient, and tbe amount of pun, 
left but little doubt as to the existeuoe of a fracture about the hips, notirith- 
standing the absence of crepitus. 

Fuitl Oil in Ffuhitit. — Dr. Storkb remarked, that during his last term of 
four months' attendance at tbe Blassachuscttg General Hospital, he had ad- 
ministered the fusel oil in several cases. In only two of these cases, haw- 
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ever, had it been taken any length of time. They were now referred to, that 
the attention of the members of the Society might be directed to the subject; 
that tbey might lest the value of the oil ns a remedial agent. In the cases 
now noticed, although no perceptible change had been brought about in the 
physical signs during its use, great relief had been produced of several of the 
moat annoying Bymptoms. 

Susan Lynch, aged thirteen years. Ireland, Entered hospital Sept. 1st. 
Some dulness observed on percussion over right scapula; weH-marked sub- 
mucous mie; bronchophony; dulness on percussion under right clavicle; 
crackling, and. pectoriloquy. 

Ordered fusel oil, three drops in a drubm of wine, to be given three times 
daily. 

Oct. 27. Cough lessened ; weighs ten pounds more than upon cntninc«. 

Ann Ferguson, aged twenty-two years; domestic; bom in Ireland. No 
hereditary predisposition to disease; well until three and a half years before 
entering hospital, Aug. IS, 1852. After a day of hard work and eipoeure, 
took cold, and has suffered from cougb ever since. Had htcmoptysis two and 
a half years ago, very slight; and again, about one week since, raising a few 
jnouthfuls. Cough now most urgent in mornings. Has chills, licata, and 
night-sweats; has lost flesh since lost spring; expectorates thick yellow 
matter. 

Au^. 13. Dulness on percussion beneath right scapula, with increased 
resonance of voice and muco-cre pilous r51e. Also muco-crcpilous r&le and 
resonance of voice below right clavicle; expectorates a thick muco-purulent 
matter, a portion of which is slightly tinged with blood; nails adnnque; 
weighs 102 pounds. 

Ordered (usel oil, five drops in a drachm of wine, three tiroes daily, immC' 
di&t«ly af^r each meal. 

Sepl. 2. Cough has diminished since taking oil ; is much more comfort- 
able; experiences no inconvenience from cough. 

OtC. 8. Weighed yesterday 109 pounds, having gained seven ponnda 
unce entrance. 

Dr. C. E. Ware reported a gain of ten pounds of flesh in a patient, in 
eight weeks, under tho uss of pdl/ialices merely ; the case being one of 
phthisis, and aggravated also. Id three cases in which Dr. W. had used the 
fusel oil. it wasbome well as far as the dose of eight drops; there was no 
perceptible effect from its use; death took place in each of the coses. Few 
patients can bear large doses, in Dr. W.'s experience ; he now has one who 
takes fifty drops, ler die; and another who takes thirty drops as often; he 
has never observed pain in the bowels from the use of this medicine. 

Dr. Gray asked if Dr. Storcr's patients at the hospital were not belter fed 
and cared far, while there, than previously; and If this should not enter 
somewhat into the case as an element in the causation of increase of flesh, &c. f 

Dr. MiNOT, who had charge of one of the above patients, previously to his 
entrance at the hospital, siud that his deanlinets was vastly improved by the 
change; also, that at his home, the ventilation was excessively bad; his food 
had, probably, always been sufficient. 

Dr. Gray said he had tried the fusel oil in one instance, but it proved so 
disgusting to the patient that it was discontinued. 

Dr. Hatward, Sen., thought that Dr. Storcr's cases must be received with 
a degree of caution; the vhange in comfort and nutrition the patients expe- 
rienced at the hospital is certainly an clement of importance in the treatment. 
To test any medicine fairly, the patients must be kept in the same hygienic 
condition, continuously, during it^ trial. 
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Dr. Storer said he <lid not wisL to avow hie fuith in tlie &ael oil ; nottiog 
else vae taken, however, and it certainly hod a marked sedative action. 

Dr. Jackson remarked that phthisical patients do not, usually, improve 
at the Hospital, but the reverse ; he considers the resulta in 'Dx. Storer's 
coses 03 very striking, under the circumatances. 

Dcremhcr 13. — Ejclentiee Suppuration of the Liver. — Dr. Jackson re- 
ported the cose, of which ho hod recently made the dissection. The patient 
was a healthy young man, 19 years of age, and a olerk in a etore in this dty. 
For six weeks he had had what Lis physician regarded as typhoid fever; tne 
early symptoms being mild, as they so often are in that disease, so that he 
was not seen during the first week. The disease was, however, particularly 
characterized by a daily paroxysm of chill, heat, and perspiration ; so thai the 
case would mther have been regarded as one of intermittent fever, if the 
individual had ever been esposed to malaria; the paroxysms varying in 
severity, but being towards the last more marked, and leaving him then much 
prostrated. Under the effect of large dosea of quinia they were stopped for 
a time. In regard to the liver, there never were any symptoms that led to a 
suspicion of its being diseased; do pain existed, and he could lie equally 
well on either side ; no yellowness of the akin ; a little vomiting about n week 
before death, hut relieved at once by an emetic of ipecac.; state of bowels 
not remarkable. 

On dissection, the liver was found of medium size, rather flaccid, and of ft 
pale, bluiah-red colour eitfirnally. Throughout its substance, abscesses were 
found, varying generally from one to two or three inches in diameter, and 
occupying altogether one-half or more of the whole organ. The content* wer» 
generally a thin, ponaceous, somewhat curdy fluid, ^f a grayish colour, auA ex- 
ceedingly ofiensivc; in many of them there was evidently more or less pus, 
and a few were filled with pure, thick, yellowish pua. Inner surface whiUsb, 
as from a deposit of lymph. These abscoeees were quite defined ; there wu 
no induration, nor any ccchymosis about them ; and the intervening substanoe 
of the liver was soft or friable, and of rather a dark red colour. Tbo gall* 
bladder contained two or three ouDces of thin, orange-coloured bile, with con- 
siderable grumous, bilious deposit, bat no trace o£ pus. 

At the entrance of the vessels into the liver an enlargement and induration 
was felt; agd on cutting this across, a gush of fluid escaped from the vena 
porlw, similar to that first described aa found in the abscesses. This vecMl 
being then further examined, it was found to open into and lose itself in tJke 
abscesses soon after its entrance into the organ; inner surface coated with 
adherent lymph. Superior mesenteric vein traced for an inch after the trunk 
of the vena portse had been divided, but nothing unusual was found ; and so 
of the splenic vein, which was examined throuc;hout, though not until tome 
time after the parts had been removed from the Dody. 

Just to the out«de of the csecum, and beneath the peritoneum, was a de- 
floed dark gray spot, about three-fourths of an inch in diameter, and without 
much, if any, induration; and from near this there extended upwards and 
inwards towards the spine, a sort of chain of dark gray indurated tlstiue ; 
on cutting open this lost, there was found some white, opaque, rather firm 
substance, apparently the result of former suppuration. Though not traced 
anywhere near to the liver, it was suggested that it might have somo remote 
connection with the acute disease in that organ. Veins healthy, so far as ob> 
Rcrved; as were the lungs, intestines, and other organs of the thorax and 
abdomen, there being no peritonitis even over the inflamed liver. 
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Dr. J. remarked upon the extreme ruilj', in this part of the conntry, of 
BUppuratioQ of the liverj upon the latency of the disease; and upon the 
febrile paroxygms as a constitutional evidcace that suppuration was going on 
aomcwherc in the eyatem; the temporary aircat of the poruKygms by quinia, 
under such circumstancee, was worthy of note. 

iSuililen Death. Obimre Symptoms. — Reported by Dr. Pctnam — A fe- 
male domestic, 30 years of age, had felt eomewhat unwell for a few daytt, bat 
not enough so to prevent her attending to her uaual work. On Saturday, 
Dec. 11, she washed clothes in the forenoon; in the evening, she was oat 
Tidtiog frieuda. On going to bed, had a very severe chill, which lusted a long 
time; this was followed by heat, with extreme distregs and pain. The jmia 
rather more severe in the side than elsewhere. During the nest day, the dis- 
tress WB9 le^ened, but not entirely removed. 

Sunday evening, again in great pain ; insisted on getting out of bed, and 
died in the night, while sitting up and expressing herself as feeling in Eome 
degree relieved. She had been somewhat livid during the day, and after death 
petechiaa appeared over the whole body, varying in size from one-sixteenth of 
an inch to two inches in diameter. There wore no physical signs of tboraoio 
disease. 

Dr. James Jackson remarked that the soverity of the symptoms, and 
endden and fatal termination of the disease reminded him of the petechial 
fever which prevwled here many years since. 

Pa/mmonia ; rapid prograt o/tiie diseate. — Dr. Stoher reported the ease. 
The patient, a young woman just married, complained of some pain in her 
chest and very slight oougb, on the Gth iost. On the moroing of the 7tb, sho 
was able to attend to some ironing. Dr. S. was called to see hor on the even- 
ing of that day. At 7 o'clock, on the morning of the 8th, she died. When 
Dr. S. saw her she was very feeble, and had severe dyspnosa; being nused in 
bed for a moment, he detected extreme dulness in her right hack, and the ex- 
pectoration following an attack of coughing was a bloody mucus. 

Spitiol DUeasf,. — Dr. Gottld reported the fatal termination (Dec. 6) of a 
oaso of which he had previously given some account (Aug. 9, 1852). The 
same train of phenomena continued with increasing intensity. Towards the 
last, the contractions, which had been mostly conGncd to the right limb, nearly 
ceased on that side, and were transferred to the left side. Spasms of the 
Btomach also supervened, by which its contents were ejected with groat vio- 
lence, and without nausea or premonition. This rejection of food, together 
with intense pain and Joss of sleep, rapidly exhausted her. Nothing gave her 
easentiol relief except ether. She used chloric ether, three parts with one part 
ohloroform. This was given three or four times every night, and procured 
half an hour of quiet each time. During the three last days she was almost 
constantly under its influence, lying quiet, and partjally comatose, rather from 
loss of strength llian from any ccrel^l affection. The limbs were flexed to 
the utmost at death, and required the force of a man to extend them. 

The spinal column having been opened throughout, there were found ad- 
hesions between the two surfaces of the arachnoid posteriorly, and also between 
this and the pia mater, from the middle of the cervical region downwards, and 
to the extent of about six or eight inches; these were formed by a sort of 
coarse, loose network of 'short, delicate, colourless, and yet strong fibres. 
These adhesions were not observed upon the corresponding anterior portion of 
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the membranes, nor elsewhere; aor was there aay other diseftse of the mcm- 
braneR, exeeptiog a small, pjiiform, fibrous tumour, that was found npoo the 
outside of the theca in the cervical region. This last was supposed to contiuD a 
cysticercus or some other worm; but noncnas found, on careful e^aminadon. 
Spinal marroiT very thoroughly esn.mincd; bat nothing found except a slight 
degree of softening corresponding to the adhesions. Brain rather firm; the 
left lobe judged to be larger than the right. Some serum beneath the arach- 
noid, over the convexities; and a little io the cavity; quantity in the ven- 
tricles small. The organs of the thorax and abdomen were healthy, excepting 
a fatty degeneration of the liver, and a small renal calculus. 

The friends have always been disposed to attribute the condition of this 
child to a fall which she had from the nurse's shoulder when three or four 
weeks old. The situation of the indications of inflammation of the einnal 
column would tend to support this view. Dr. G. is disposed to lay less stren 
upon the probable dependence of the symptoms on injury to the cranial contents 
during parturition than formerly. Id some cases, attended with similar phe- 
nomena, and following still-birtb, the child has presented the breech; in which 
event, no cerebrol injury would be likely to occur. In many coses of difficult 
labour, too, the head becomes very much distorted, and remains so for many 
days, without the occurrence of subsci:[uent uuldwarJ symptoms. The lesion, 
therefore, if any, must have arisen from the long period during which the ohild 
remained asphyxiated, a condition which occurred to all the children similarly 
afflicted, of whose canes he has been able to learn the history. Therefore the 
doubtful expediency of long-pro I raoted efforts at reeuscitation atiJl presents 
itaelf. 

Cancerovt TitmoHr of the Breast. — Dr. J. Mason Wakhkn related (iie 
case and showed the specimen, which had some facts of interest connected 
with it. The patient was 60 years old, and said that she had continued to 
have milk in both breasts since tbe birth of her first child, tbirty-soven years 
ago. One year and a half since, the present tumour appeared under the edge 
of the right breast. It was now quite movable, a little painful, and was gT»- 
' dually increasing and becoming more attached to the mammary gland. This 
lady states that her mother died of cancer of tbe breast, and one of her 
sisters of a cancerous ulceration of the nose. The tumour was removed with 
a bit of skin which was slightly adherent to it, and a portion of the gland. 
It was distinctly cancerous. 

Dr. W. reminded the Society of nnother case he had formerly mentioned of 
cancerous breast, in which the milk bad been retained on that side for twenty 
years, previous to the development of the tumour. 

Compound Fracture info Knee Joint Ampulalion. — Dr. J. MasON War- 
REK showed the specimen. He said that the case was instructive on accosnt 
of tbe difficulty in deciding, at the time, whether immediate amputation Bhould 
be performed. The patient, when first seen at 6 o'clock P. M., bad received a 
compound comminuted fracture of the knee joint, an hour and a half before, 
from having the fluke of an anchor fall upon him. A wound existed on each 
side of the joint, so that the finger oould be passed from one side to the other, 
encountering the broken fragments of bone. The injured part was quite 
insensible to examinalion. There was a moderate hut constant fiow of blood 
from tbe wounds. The pulse was 120, irregular, feeble. Patient a little 
flighty. Stimulants were given every fifteen minutes for two hours, but with 
no improvement in the pulse, the discharge of blood gradually increasing ' 
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the wounds. Under these circumstances, the question wbich presented vita, 
whether to proceed to immediate amputation, from fear of the patient losing 
hia chance by hemorrhage, or to apply a tourniquet, and wait for an improve- 
ment in the symptoms. On consultation with hia colleagues at the hoepital, 
Dr. Townscnd and Br. Clark, the latter course was decided upon. On the 
following morning, the appearanoes were much the same. FuIeq 120, soft. 
The leuking of venous blood continued. On further consultation, it was 
thought unsafe to defer longer the removal of the injured part. The patient 
was therefore etherized, and the amputation practised. The caee baa gone on 
eince quite favourably. 

Fnreiijn Balff in the AiT-Pamagei. — Case reported by Dr. M. S. Perry, 
in whose practice it occurred. — Mrs. S., aged sixty, was takes quite suddenly 
with a cough twenty-Gve years since. It was at the time spasmodic in its 
character, attended with some soreness across the chest, but no expectoration. 
In the course of a few weeks she began to expectorate, and from that time till 
about six months uncc, the expectoration has been profuse. Her health, 
which had been preTioualy good, was much impaired; all the functions were 
disturbed; about six months since, wbUe in the act of coughing, she expelled 
from the larynx a hard substance, nearly the size of a small white bean, and 
somewhat similar to it in appearance. From that time to the present, she haa 
had no congh, and her health has much improved. 

The foreign.body was exhibited, and much resembled the "pearls" some- 
times found, loose or attached, within the shell of an oyster. 

Large Aneurismal Varix of the External Carotid Artery, and the External 
Juyular Vein. — Dr. Farkh&n exhibited a plaster cast taken from life, and 
intended for the Society's Cabinet. The patient, now thirty-five years of age, 
was accidentally struck, at the age of eleven, within his right ear by a small 
chisel. The flow of blood was profuse at the time, but was checked by 
pressure, and the present condition of the parts has been the result, viz., an 
enlargement of the external jugular vein in its whole length from the front of 
the ear to the clavicle, to a diameter of about two inches, an enlargement to a 
less degree of the common and external carotid arteries corresponding in situa- 
tion, with manifest thickening of their coats, and some slight enlargement of 
the veins at the temple. In front of the ear opposite to the spot where the 
communication between the artery and the vein may be supposed to have been 
made by the wound, there is a very strong pulsation, with loud purring thrill, 
and here the tissues over the blood are much thinner than elsewhere. Pressure, 
made deeply over this point, stops the pulsation, and the vein is bo emptied as 
to be very much diminished in size. The accident happened in Glasgow, 
Seotlund, whence the patient came a year since, and he has always been an 
object of interest, and has keen many times examined by the different dis- 
tinguished surgeons of that city and of Edinburgh, several of whom were 
anxious to undertake the cure by an operation. There has been no marked 
change for many years, and the patient did not present himself for advice, but 
being seen accidentally, the cast was obtuned with the above history. He is 
not aware of any inconvenience, but of course he is exposed to a fatal he- 
morrhage if any accidental rupture of the sac should take place. He declined 
all surgical inlerference, fully understanding the nature of his case and hia 
consequent liabilities. A member having asked the kind of operation which 
Dr. P. would prefer in this case, he stated that be inclines to the ligature of 
the common carotid, rather than to that of the external carotid above and 



I 



i 



802 ExtrcuUs from Soc, for Med. Improvement, 

below the opening into the vein, in consequence of the change which mjust 
necessarily haye taken place in the parts after the lapse of so many years 
since the injury ; and, moreoyer, if it should be found necessary to peiform 
any second operation, the previous ligature of the carotid would then be found 
to have been of much assistance. 

December 27. — Sequestrum /rom the Fourth Metacarpal Bone. — ^The speci- 
men was shown and the case related by Dr. Cabot. J. K., a German hatter, 
thirty-two years of a^e, had always been healthy; no other reason for the 
manifestation of the disease of the bone is apparent than the use of an iron, 
weighing from ten to fifteen pounds, heated to a high degree : the hand had 
neyer received a blow or any sort of injury from external violence : the latter 
part of last March, the patient first felt a pain in the articulation of the fourth 
finger and metaourpal bone, and which continued for the most of two days, 
it then passed off and was not noticed again for ten days, when it returned 
and gradually grew worse for the space of a month, when a swelling was ob- 
served between the fourth and fifth metacarpal bones, but most marked near 
the fourth — about three-quarters of an inch bdow the head of the bone. About 
a week after the appearance of the above swelling, the patient noticed Uiat 
striking the end of the finger, or a lateral motion of the bone on the meta- 
carpal joint, caused much pain : cold water, with a bandage, and a douche of 
the same was used ; also, certain liniments, &c., until last October; the swelled 
portion of the hand was then opened upon the outside, and concrete and fluid 
pus, in large quantity, was discharged, and this discharge has continued ever 
since, through a fistulous opening. Dr. C. saw the patient first on the 2l8t 
of December; a slender probe, passed into the fistulous opening, detected a de- 
nuded portion of bone, very small ; and in the middle of it, the probe, on making 
firm pressure, pa^cd through a hole into a cavity within which more rough 
bone could be felt 

With the idea that possibly the dead portion was but small, and that 
it might be removed by enlarging the already existing orifice. Dr. C. did 
this, by means of a dentist's drill introduced into and carried along the 
fistulous opening; the large sequestrum exhibited to the Society was thu^ 
detected, and being found movable, the operator cut down upon the bone 
directly, and removing a portion of the upper wall thereof, easily extracted the 
sequestrum, composed of the cancellated structure of the bone, and including 
nearly the whole of it. 

A Mass of Crude Tubercle ejected from the Mouth. — Dr. Charles E. 
Ware reported the case. — A girl, five years old, of strong hereditary tendency 
to tubercle, had asthma for the first time last winter. Under the use of cod- 
liver oil it was somewhat mitigated, but continued more or less, without much 
impairing the health, till warm weather. It then entirely disappeared, and 
the child continued well through the summer. But with the return of the cold 
weather of autumn, the asthmatic breathing again commenced. The general 
health, however, continuing good, without loss of spirits, appetite, or flesh, 
nothing was done until about the first of December, when a severe cold aggra- 
vated all the symptoms, and Dr. Ware was called to see the child. It waus 
then, although up and dressed, breathing with much difficulty, with loud 
sonorous rale:?, which could be heard immediately on entering the room, like 
a person labouring under a paroxysm of asthma. Over the whole of both sides 
of the chest could be heani loud mucous and sonorous rales without other 
evidence of special local disease. The constitutional symptoms werc trivial. 
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and tlic cough not urgent. Under the use of Dover'a powder and mild ez- 
pcctorantB, the symptuius were mitignling, when, about the fourth or fifth 
night, llic child eaddenly awoke in a violent paroijrsm of coughing, so per- 
iistent and suffocating, that it appeured sb if it must die in it. It continued, 
it wus buppoged, about half an hour. The father, who wag a medical man, 
eaid, that during the paroxysm of dyspnmn, he diatincLly heard aomc foreign 
body pns3 repeatedly up and down the tmchca, producing the greatest sufto- 
oation wh»n it was near the larynx. This state of thtngB was suddenly re- 
lieved by the expulsion from the mouth of the mass of tubercle which was 
exhibited. The body was of an oval form, half an inch in length by one- 
quarter in width; homogeneous, and presenting to the eye, and under tba 
microscope, the appearance of crude tubercle. The next morning the child 
remained in about tiie same condition that it had been in the evening before, 
And continued to convalesce as it had done before, the condition of tbings ia 
no way altered by this episode. Although the child was very carefully ex- 
kmined before and after the attack with reference to tubercular disease, yet 
there was not a physical fiign which indicated the presence or the discharge of 
auch a mass as was exhibited. The physical signs were only such as mild 
bronchitis in an emphysematous person would occasion. Dr. Warr thought 
it very difficult to csplaiu where, in the lungs, the air-passages, or their neigh- 
bourhood, such a body could be deposited, or from whence it could escape, 
without presenting more decided symptoms than were discovered in this case. 

AbnoTTnal Scfretion from the BrcaM. — Dr. Stores reported the case. A 
woman, who hod been confined five years previously, nonsuited him a short 
tdmo since about u peculiar secretion from one of the mammce. There had been 
K constant secretion nf fluid from llie breoet since ber conGnement ; and for 
several months it bad assumed the peculiar appearance now preseuled, resem- 
bling the inky secretion of the scpio. llcT systeni appeared feeble, and then 
was some slight tcndemess in her breast upon pressure. 

Ddivery faeiUfalfil by Decapitatiim of the Fattai. — Case reported by Dr. 
Gray. A patient, somewhat liver thirty years of age, was taken in labour 
with her first child in the early part of November, 1852. At the end of 
thirty-six hours, the left hand and arm were found protruding externally, and 
the head, which was in the hollow of the sacrum, was forcibly pressed against 
the sternum. Under these c! re um stances, turning being out of ihe ([ueslion, 
evisceration was at once resorted to. The presenting arm, nearly filling the 
vulva, was removed at the shoulder; a cord wound around the finger, and 
thus passed eomplelely over the neck, served to bring the child sufficiently 
low to render evisceration of the thorax comparatively easy. This operation 
being finished, tc^ther with the removal of several bones, the child, even 
though propelled by violent pains, made bnt little progress; and, after assidu- 
ous efforts fur a period of two hours, decapitation was decided on. The neck 
'being drawn fully into view by the cord, was readily divided by a scalpel. 
The body, by means of the remaining hand, was easily withdrawn, and the 
head as readily followed from the vagina — the operatoi^e fingers being intro- 
duced, without difficulty, to bring it awuy. The head was of the usual sine, 
and the child was a large one. 

Dr. Storer thought this a remarkably favourable result; he alluded to tho 

great difficulty uniformly experienced in rcnioving theseparaled head ; he knew 

of but two cases besides the one reported by Dr. Gray having occurred in this 

city; one was attended by Dr. Channing, and, for a long time, efforts at re- 
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moTiug tho bead were unsuccessful. Dr. C. rerooved it on the succeeding day. 
In bis own recently reported case, Dr. S. had stated that Le used great eiet- 
tion for half an hour after the attending pbysicians were cxliausted, and only 
continued his efforts from e, desire to free tbem from any odium likely to fol- 
low, were tbe head left in tho uterus: be had then succeeded. 

Pneumonia; rapid I'rogreM of (he DUeate. — Dr. ALLEY related the CMe. 
The patient, a female, T years old, of feeble constitution, was taken, the day 
previous to his first vbit, with a cold, followed by foTerisbness. A dose of castor- 
oil wag given by the mother, but tbe child not improving, Dr. A. was sent for, 
and at 7 o'clock P. M., found bcr suffering great dyspnoea; ber skin hot; patee 
frequent; auscultation detected sonorous r&les on both sides of the chest, >nd, 
on tbe left side, a strongly-marked souffle. Bevulsives were applied to the chest 
and to the extremities, and a mixture of syrup of Tulu with a small proportion 
of wine of ipecac, was prescribed — more active treatment appeared not war- 
rantable. Prognosis doubtful. At 11 o'clock P. M., Dr. A. was suddenly 
summoned, and, on arrival, found that tbe child hod ceased to brealbe a few 
minutes previously. I'oil-morlem examination, the nest day, conduL-tcd by 
Dr. OuARLEs HoMANS, dlsclosed extensive inflammation of the bronchial 
tubes and congestion of tbe lower lobe of tbe left lung, with partial congestion 
of the right lung. The case is interesting on account of its exceedingly rapid 
progress ; the child was at school on tbe day previous to its decease. 

1853. JanuariflO. E^cU of powdered Bemloch Bark appJied to a rhajad 
Neck in a Child. — Dr. Gould reported the production of erythema, pain, and 
finally sloughing, from tbe above application ; a poultice was placed upon the 
sore, and tbe latter seemed after a time to be nearly bealed, when tbe child 
suddenly refused to nurse, and soon died. Dr. G. said he did not know any 
reason for such an effeut on the -neck, except it were tbe ixxirw-iicM of tbe 
powdered bark. The actual cause of death may be supposed to be Bimilar to 
the shock to tbe system from extensive burns and other Urge suppuratinf 
surfaces. 

Sudden Restoration of Power in a Paralyzed Arm, eoateqnmtt vpois a 
vioteitl Effurt of the Wilt. — Dr. BowDiTCH mentioned the ease of a youtw 
woman, who bad been under his care at the Massachusetts General HoepitoT 
She was a domestic, act. 19 years, and, in the wiotcr of 1851-2, fell upon the 
ice, while carrying a basket of clothes ; was confined two months with the iiijiuy> 
while nothing was perceptible except a slight partial dislocation of slemo- 
clavicular articulation of the right side. There was for months, however, 
constant pain in right side of trunk, and total paralysis of motion of right 
arm. Sensibility also much lessened ; could bear without flinching the hardest 
pinch. Various remedies bad been applied since her entrance at the UoepitaJ, 
Sept. 8, 1862, with gradual relief to the side — the paralysis of the arm re- 
maining the same. Finally, eleutrlcity was tried for several months, with 
occasional omissions. 

January 4. The report was paralysis of arm, as before. 

5th. More sensitiveness to elcctriuty than at any previous period. The 
application was reduced in strength , The same evening, at supper, the patient 
having perceived no difference in the limbs, wade a sudden, violent effort ti 
raise the palsied limb, in order to save a cup that was falling fi 
hand, and iuimedialely the power was restored. The next da; 
was, "con move fingers and arm e<]ually well with the corresponding p 
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lefi upper extremity ; can grasp, but less firmly than with the left. Sensation 
(by comparison) equal in both arms; quite sensitive to a pinch." 

Since that hour the patient has continued improving, and has daily sewed, 
using her right hand in the operation. 

Cataract from Traumatic Injury. Extraction. — Dr. WlUJAMS reported 
the case of a man, who, while splitting wood, received a blow on the eye from 
a flying fragment, which dislocated the lens into the anterior chamber. He 
was not seen by Dr. W. till about a fortaight after, it which time the lens 
had become opaque. The destruction ot the globe was threatened, from the 
inflammation caused by the presence of so large a mass in the anterior cham* 
ber. To avoid this. Dr. Williams extracted the lens through a section of the 
lower half of the cornea. The patient persisted in leaving the city before the 
wound of the cornea had entirely cicatrised ; but he returned yesterday, and 
the union was found to have been accomplished without accident, though the 
eieatrix is somewhat wider than usual. There is still considerable injection of 
the tunics of the eyeball, and on account of this the patient cannot as yet 
distinguish objects, though the pupil appears clears 

January 24. — Scro/tthus Disease of Testicle, — Dr. Williams exhibited the 
specimen, removed by him five days since, from a patient vdt, about 85— >a 
widower. The organs appeared perfectly healthy, till, in dressing skins, he 
received a slight blow upon the testes. Slow inflammation appeared to be 
induced in consequence ; and, after a short time, a fistulous opening formed in 
the skin, on the left side. The led testicle was greatly enlarged and indurated. 
The right testis was also enlarged, but to a less extent. A constant discharge 
of scrofulous pus was furnished by the fistulous opening. 

When cut open, after its removal, the organ seemed converted into a mass 
of tubercular substance, in which the process of softening had not commenced. 
The deposit seemed to have taken place into the seminiferous tubes, the form 
of which could be distinctly seen. On examination, Dr. Durkec found some 
of the ^ark granules met with in the seminiferous tubes, but no spcrmatosoa. 
Though the form of the tubes wa.s preserved by the adventitious deposit, their 
structure seemed to have disappeared. 

Jufy 1, 1844. — Pedii-uli from tfie Roots of the Eyelashes. Cases reported 
by Dr. Hooper. — Thomas Mahan, an Irish boy, ten years of age, came to 
the Infirmary, having been troubled for some time with an intense itching at 
the edges of eyelids. On examination, the cilim were found occupied by 
numerous ova, and at their roots, firmly attached to the edge of lids, numerous 
parasitic animals resembling the pediculi pubis ; two or three specimens were 
detached by means of a flat probe, but were unfortunately lost before a proper 
examination could be made of them. 

Dr. H. directed an application of the nitrate of mercury ointment to bo made 
to the lids, but the boy never made his appearance again, and it was impossible 
to learn the result of the case. The mother was quite indignant at the disease 
being attributed to want of cleanliness. 

October 80, 1844. — J. F., set. two years, a little girl, neat and clean 
in her person, came to the Infirmary with her parents, who are persons in 
good circumstances, for an aflection at the edges of lids. She had been troubled 
only a few days ; and, on superficial examination, the disease looked like the 
little scabs of tinea ciliaris. The parents had, however, detected the disease. 
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Tbere were no ova, ub in the preceding uaee, but pediculi firmlj altat^licU lo 
tbe edges of the lids. Dr. n. reniaved one vith sotue dilEculLy as a spiK'imea, 
nnd directed tbe appHc&tioD of ungueut. liydrargyri, and took the prtiuiutioD lo 
retaia the future iiistory of the case. The disease nus attributed to cnnimu- 
nicatioD with domestics in the family, who were fond of the child, and hud her 
in their society a good deal. 

The father informed Dr. II., next day, that the upplication imniGdialely 
destroyed the vermin, and they fell from the edges of the lids. 

January 4, 1852. — An Irish womnD came to the InGrninry with ftn sffeo- 
tiou (inflammation) of tbe corneu of left eye. Observing some pecniiu 
appearances at the edge of the upper lid, which looked like tbe dried- eccruti on 
of the sebaceous follicles. Dr. H. remarked to the etudcnte that tliey resem- 
bled pediculi, and attempted to reniuve one ; but not eoueeeding, in the burr; 
of Ihe moment, he did not astiurc himself of the fact. On the tith, thewotnaa 
come aguin, and, assisted by a stronger light. Dr. E. detected tbe nature 
of the dificuse on the Hd, and that it was duo to the presence of podiculi 
thickly covering ite whole edge ; they were detached (a balf doxen speciracus) 
with great difficulty, so tenacious were they of their grasp. How much tb«y 
had \a do with the affection of the cornea, it ia, at present, impossible to stiy. 

Dr, DuKKBE remarked that theeo pediculi appear to bave a preference fur 
those regions that ore most richly endowed with the sebaceous glands and 
their related hair follicles. The seboceoua fluid is, probably, the favoarite 
food of these parasites ) and they ciin fix themselves firmly at the mouth of tbe 
sebaceous hair-follicle close to the shaft of hair, or on the hair itself, and tboc 
take in the secretion a« it flows out upon the surface. The eyelids are very 
plentifully supplied with the sebaceous upparutu«, eveuinyoungsubjeclA; and, 
iu the case of the two children, related by Dr. Hooper, the initccts could find 
a more abundant supply of nutriment from the tansal glands than from tbe 
pubic region. In the adult subject, the desired accommodutinns for their aiu- 
tenanco and for depositing their ova are probably greater iu tbe pubic region 
than elsewhere. 

Dr. D. 8lu(«d that lie bad examined, with tbe microscope, several living sped- 
niensof tbepediculuapubiaand of the pediculuscilitn which Dr. Hooper hod fur- 
uiabcdhiro for that purpoBe,and they all appeared tobeolikein their anatomical 
structure. They buve numerous hairs, or spines, varying in leugth and pro- 
jecting at different points from the anlennee, the body, and legs. These hain, 
together with tbe sharp claws at tlio extremities of their long legs, to saf no- 
thing of their jaw teeth, give the animal great power to retain his bold wberenr 
he may chooso to establish himself — and explain the reason of tbe inleoH 
pruritus which these marauders produce, whether tbey remain st«dfafit in one 
phtee, or are engaged " in marches and countermarches" upon their choaen 
play-grguud. The specimens from the eyelids are of a lighter colour than 
tbe DtherB. 

Dr. HOOPEB said that he had never, himself, seen any other cases of llui 
disease. Lawrence says he never saw but two, and quotes from Demoun, 
that neither he nor his father ever had seen lice on the cilia. Scarpa aayi h* 
bud seen only oue instance, hut observes that cases of the same sort are men- 
tioned by Guillemeau (^Treatite on Diteatet of the Eyu), and in Corcitari* 
Journal, August, 1812. 

All seem to agree in thinking this insect the same with that of the pnbii, 
which is thus described bv Guerard. Its body is large and round, the oon- 
let short, nearly confouuued with the abdomen, its four hind feet very strong. 
Tbey are OTiparoua, ttm eggs batch io six days, and in eighteen days Iblj 
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have the power of reproducing. According to Cazenave, this insect has been 
called the pediculus ferox, from the intense itching it excites. Velpcau sajs 
the edges of the lids are sometimes invaded by the pediculus pubis, and 
relates a' case communicated to him by Mr. Champion, in which a young 
peasant-girl suffered horribly from the presence of an immense number of 
these insects on the edges of the lids. 

Good says this insect chiefly attacks the groins and eyebrows, and may 
be distinguished by the crab like, cheliform structure of its legs ; its antennse 
consist of five articulations. ' 

24th, Ovum Eliifhted and Retained. — Br. Jackson showed the specimen 
which he had received from Dr. Hartnbtt, with the following account of the 
case: The patient was a married woman, had had other children, and con- 
sidered herself as at the ninth month of pregnancy when the mass came away. 
She had had the usual symptoms of pregnancy, but had never had the occa- 
sional hemorrhages that Dr J. remarked upon as characteristic of the cases 
that he had observed here. The abdomen was about as large as at the seventh 
month of pregnancy, and remained quite large after the ovum came away ; 
apparently from tympanites. 

The ovum would, probably, have been two and a half or three inches in 
diameter when entire, and presents the appearance usual in such cases; the 
whitish, dead, opaque, lymphy appearance externally ; the traces of shaggy 
chorion upon the torn sur^ice, and the distinct amniotic cavity ; the foetus 
and cord, of which there may or may not be some remains in these cases, were 
not to be seen ; and there was no appearance to show that they had existed 
previously to Uie delivery. Dr. J. remarked upon the frequency of these 
cases, and the little notice that seems to be taken of them by writers on 
midwifery. 

Ergot administered cu preventative of Flowing after Parturition. — ^Dr. Jack- 
son had employed the infusion of the secale cornutumy effectively, for the 
above purpose, in the case of a female predisposed to flowing immediately 
after delivery. Drs. Perry and Storer had thus employed the ergot. 

Dr. SroBEB said he usually steeps 5i of the drug; when the head of the 
chHd comes down, he gives, in such cases, one-half the amount ; on the pass- 
age of the head, in one instance which he cited, there was pro/use flowing; 
in from ten to fifteen minutes, the ergot produced its effect; the bleeding 
ceased. 

Dr. Jackson had seen effects produced by five grains of the ergot. 

Dr. BiGELOW, Sen., spoke in favour of the exhibition of ergot, with the 
above intention; he had seen it of great service; ergot, however, is often 
given unnecessarily or prematurely. 

Imperfect Fracture of the Body of the Twelfth Dorsal Vertebra. — Case 
communicated to the Society by Dr. Wjlliam D. Lamb, of Lawrence, 
and the specimen exhibited. The patient was a large muscular man, 
seventy years of age. On the 6th inst., at 1 P. M., he was in a rail- 
way car, that was thrown from the track and completely demolished; after 
which he was found lying upon his back, across a large stone. Having been 
conveyed home, from which he was several miles distant, he was seen by 
Dr. L. about 4 P. M., and found to be severely bruised in different parts of 
the body, besides having several deep wounds of the scalp. The extremities 
being cold, and the pul^ rather small, he took a little wine, having already 
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taken a little bninfly and w!iter ; after whicli he was able, with modcrete 
Msistance from two pyrgotiB, to walk np one flight nf Btaira, oernsa Iwu rooms, 
and assist himself, somewhat, into bed. On the 7lh and 8th he jna quite 
comfortable; and once, at leaal, tin the moming of the 8th, stood up wiA 
aoiao assiatonce, and took two or three steps forwards, bat was unable to oat 
much exertion ; respiration easy, thongh mostly diaphragmatie, this last being 
explained by a fracture of the screnlh rih upon the left side, near ita angle. 

On the morning nf the 9th inst., there was entire loss of the power of mo- 
tion in the lower extremities, of which there had been previously obscrvod no 
indication whatever. Upper extremities never affwled. Having had no d» 
charge since the day before the accident, he had taken rhubarb on the even- 
ing of the 8th, and thin having tad no effect, two enemata were adrainia- 
fered ; but they wtre at once returned, and he was further found to have lost 
uU espulsive pnwer. Tongue dry, and vrith a rongh brown coat; and so 
remained nnlil death. Pulse 78, and rather smalt. At half past one P. M. 
there was hww of sensibility of the lower oxtremiliK", and as high as tlw 
ensiform cartilage, Rcspiraliun diaphragmatic, but aided by the iniMclea of 
the neck. Had passed no urine since the preceding evening; there wu 
drawn, by the catheter, one pint and a hulF, having an ammoniacal ndour. 
Pulse almost imperceptible at the wrist. On the lOth, loss of sensibility to 
the fourlh intercostal space, and do roovemenl of the intercostal miMctef 
below this; action of the diaphragm and cervical muscles very powerful. 
Half a pint of ammoniueal urine by the catheter; the secretion of uioetcen 
hours. In the evening, one slight and involuntary discharge, having uHsxx 
duriog the previous twenty-four hours four drops of Croton oil, in half-drt^ 
doses; some peristaltic motion of the bowels audible. Slept quietly UDtil 
midnight, when the respiration was found to be more laboured; there being 
no movement below the third intercostal space. At 4 A. M. the pulse be- 
came irregular and more frc(|uent. Mind clear, as it had been from the time 
of the accident, until half an hour before his death, which occurred ou the 
11th inst,, at half-past t*n A. M. 

Six hours after death the body was examined ; the jipinal column being 
removed from the last cervical to the second lumbar vertebra. The twelfth 
dorsal vertebra was found broken through transversely, from before back- 
wards, and very close Ui the intervertebral substance that connects it with the 
eleventh dorsal. On the left side the fracture extends to about the altacb- 
inent for the last rib. From about the median line, and around towarda tlie 
right side, nearly or (juite lo the processes, the intervertebml substance is 
broken through continuously with the fracture, but the bnne is entire; and » 
also is the fibrous membrane that connects the edges of the bodies of tin 
vertebrse entire to some extent troni the processes forwards, though tht iftba- 
verlebral substance beneath is lacerated. Sepa^tiou of the fracture ante- 
riorly about two lines ; the rooiion between the parts being eousidervbla 
when the bodies had been sawed away from the rest of the vertcbrse. Some 
blood effused into the neighbouring muscles. Spinal esnal examined h 
the eleventh dorsal vertebra to Ihe second lumbar, inclusive; between the 
theca and spine there wns found au effusion of blood, less than the third oft 
teaspoonful, but none within tlie thcca ; between the arachnoid and pia mater, 
apparently, a considerable effusion of serum ; spinal marrow not cut open, 
being evidently nninjurcd, though the vessels of the pia mater were eoogested. 
Thorax and abdomen not esamined. 

Dr. Jackson, who showed the specimen, remurkiil ihat although ihera waa 
no appearance of injury of the spine above the part that was sawed open, yet 
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it is to be regretted tbat circirnistnnceit did uot allow of a more full e:cuiuitj;i- 
tion, us it will be reniembered tbut llie par4kly»is extended fur ubove tbe atat 
ot tbe fracture; and it muy be also remarked ibat, tbougli tbere woe no eou- 
plunt of pain in tbia last region, and no pain on presGure over tbe spinous 
processes, tbere was considerable pain between tbe shoulders from tbe time of 
the accident; bis ebief complaint wus of his sboalder, whicb, bj a singular 
coincidence, had been dislocuted the duy before tbe fatal acciduuL It niajr 
be questioned, indeed, whether tbe fracture of tbe twclflb dorsal vertebra was 
the cause of the paralysis. There could ba.vc been no diBplacemenl,'the effu- 
non within tbe canal was slight, and there seems to be, so far us is shown by 
the specimen, no physical explanation of tbe paralysis ; ctjncuasion of the spinal 
narrow, it is true, is to be considered. If, however, the fracture and other 
aijuries about the tweldb dorsal vertebra did cause the paralysis, it will be 
borne in mind that this lost did not occur until between two and three days 
■Iter tbe accident; and that, moreorer, it proved fittal iu an exceedingly short 
apace of time. Whatever may be tbe explanation therefore of the case, it is 
one of remarkable interest, and it is a very rare form of fracture, if it has 
BTer been before described. 

Fibrout Tamouri of rhe Cterus. — Dr. Putnam, who attended this potient, 
Imported that she was forty-six years of age, bad been a widow for twelve 
jears, and had bod one child seventeen years ago, the labour being severe. 
Menstruation habitually protiise for years, though the periods were not too 
frequent; and tbore was not much paiu. No other pelvic symptoms. Death 
from acute and very rapidly fatal cedema of tbe lungs. 

Several years ago, l)r. P. bod been consulted by a sister of this woman, 
whom be found affected also with fibrous tumour of the womb; and in some 
Other cases he hod known diSi:rent members of the some family to be afTecttid 
iritb this disease. 

The uterus, which was exhibited, weighed three pounds, and was perfectly 
bnried in fibrous tumours, varying in size generally from about one to three 
Uches. One of tbe largest was in the cervix; and seemed to have been 
originally formed in this unusual situation. Another of the largest hung 
^uite freely into tbe peritoneal cavity. A tbird, perhaps two and a half inches 
ID diameter, b'lng into the cavity of the fundus of the uterus by a small pe- 
duncle. Tbe fibrous structure of these tumours was not so strongly marked, 
Kid they were less dense than usual; they bad not, however, undergone any 
tasnsformation, but notwithstanding their size and numbers, looked rather 
fresh and recent. Uterine cavity much elongated, and contained a quaality of 
bloody mucus; fundus at some points only half an inch in tbiekness; blood- 
Tesseis much enlarged, as usual. 

A second specimen of fibrous tumour of tbe uterus was also exhibited ; sent 
to tbe Society with a history of tbe case, by Dr. Cuaules Gordon. In this 
due there was but a single tumour, and it projected directly iuto tbe cavity 
of tbe body of the organ ; it could not be said, however, to be pedunculated, 
the attachment being about equal in extent to tbe diameter of the tumour, 
vbich was estimated at nearly two uud a bulf inches. Structure flaccid, and 
imperfectly fibrous. The investing layer of the uterus where it ia projected 
into tbe cavity of tbe organ is quite thin, and at the most prominent part red- 
dish, but not ulcenit«d. UteriueciLvity considerably enlarged ; purietcs flaccid, 
ud thinner than iu the uniuipregoatcd Htut«. Neck not involved. The spe- 
oimen rvsduibles most strikingly one tbut haa been figured by Dr. Bailue, in 
FUUea n/MorUd Anatomy (PI. III. b'ig. 2). 



310 Exlraclt from Soc./or Med. Improvement. 

Tlie piitient was twenty-eight years of age. Married sis jears; djEmenor- 
rbica, with dtlicate huullli pruviously. Two years after muriiigG tthe coa- 
oeiveil; but wua not aware of her situation until the fourth month, when ebc 
threw off whut was called by her physioiait a "blighted ftstus." From (his 
time there has been hemorrhage, with pain vX the catamenial periods; «id u 
these symptoma have been conBtaotly increasing, she bos gradually Bunk nnder 
them. The hemorrhage would lost for from ten to twenty days ; and daring 
the last two months it has been, as well as tho pain, uonstant. For a time she 
was quite comfortable during the iatervals of the uterine attacks ; the appetite 
was good, she usually resumed her duties, and had no uterine troubles, except 
a slight leucorrbaca. Finally she became uncmic, lost her appetite enUrely, 
had uninterrupted nausea and vomiting, and, ufter eight or ten hours of coma, 
died. On examination, per vaginam, tho uterus always seemed heavy to the 
touch, and antcverted to a eonaiderablo degree, so that the mouth waa drawn 
forcibly upwards, and directed towards the rectum; to tbo feci, the tnoulb won 
firm and contracted. 

Vlerine l!i/dulith, aninecttx! loiltt ihe Memhranao/a Four Montli^ Ftx/vt. — 
Br. Jackson exhibited the specimen, which he had received from Mr. K. 
CaSNX&Y, a medictti student. It presents the usual appearanues, but in ad- . 
dition, a portion of the shaggy chorion, which is quite healthy and free from Ott 
cyatifiJrm degeneration, a well-marked amniotic cavity, and within it a •omU 
portion of the umbilical curd; oborion separable, as usual, from the amnieB. 
The oord, Mr. C. staled, was about eight inches in length ; and the frntOB aboat 
seven or eight iucbes, plump id appearance, and altogether about as moob 
developed aa at the fourth month, A portion of the cysts only was rL'inoved; 
the whole amount, with the membraoes, being estimated by Mr. C. at fivt 
pints. 

The patient was thirty-eight years of ugc, and had had eight children; tint 
last, eight months ago, was stillborn. Four months ago she again coDceiTod; 
nothing unusual, except that she had every day a little bloody-looking di»- 
oharge from the vagina. One month ago she took a severe cold, hiui cough, 
and from that time the discharge ceased. Trouble at the stomach, however, 
came on, and in another month th« abdomen began to swell; this last rapidiy 
increased, the lower extremities afterwards became swollen as towards thedoM 
of her former pregnancies, and at the expiration of three weeks, when \ahmtt 
finally came on, she thought herself altogether as much swollen and opprcand 
aa she had usually been at the full period of pregnancy. 

On the evening of the 20th inst-, after a hard day's wort, pains came oo; 
through the night they increased, and the next morning the wallers were dia- 
charged and the fcctus expelled. Mr. C, waa then called, the pains bad ctjoaed; 
there had been profuse hemorrhage, by which the patient was Vtry mnch ex- 
hausted; the abdomen much distended, and there was still some bliseding. Hm 
cord was divided; ten grains of ergot, with a little lead and opium were given; 
and an attempt was made to remove the placenta. After waiting for a time 
another attempt was made, but without success. A scruple of ergot wa« then 
given, and repeated in fifteen minut«s; which was soon followed by pains, ind 
a discharge of tho hydatid mass, &c.; the uterus then contracted; and the 
patient has done perfectly well sinca, 

Dr. J. remarked, that in the specimens of hydatids heretofore shown to tho 
Society, there had sometimes been slight truces of the fecial membnuiM, but 
nothing more ; nothing that would show conclusively, as the present ease doH) 
that the mass ia only a degenerated or diseased ovum. 
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Frhruar^ 14. — Polionhitj hy Aeonile. — Case reported by Dr. Putnam.- — 
The piitient Bwatloved, by mUtake, a tea^poonful of tlie saturated ti 
■cnnite, at 7 A. M. Not being fully a,ware of the duDger, sha merely took 
k Seiijlitz ponder. In lirteen minutes, bad rel^hiog und burning pain in tbe 
stomach. Ipecacuanha waB immediately ad ministered, by nhieh sbe was Tree jy 
Tomited. The skin \taa at tbis time cold; pulse 100, feeble, regular; fiuj^ers 
Bpusroodically extended ; convulsiona of whole body fre<jueat, but of short 
durution; mind not particularly affected. Friction, with ammonia, muKturd, 
Ac., assiduously employed; copious draughts of arrowroot; occasionally, 
brandy and water, and epirils of sulphuric ether. 

Three hours aflerwurds she continued to complain of boruing pun in the 
stom^h and bowels, but not so Bevere; pain in throat and thorsK, and in 
lower buif of Ppine; almost incessant retching and spitting; respiration irregu- 
lar, spasmodic; pulse fcebie, 120, intermitting after ever; second stroke. Hod 
just bad one general convsUion, lasting about five minutes, and there were 
frequent slight spasms of various parb, especially of the fingere. Pupils 
diluted, but conUuctiJe on exposure to strong light. Mind clear. Tinct. opii, 
gtt. is; to be repeated oecasionally. 

Immediately after taking the laudanum she became more comfortoble — tbe 
spiisms and other eyinptoma less severe. At night, the pulse had become re- 
gular, and on t^e nest day she was apparently well. 

Ingrsfion ',//</«>■ <;min» of Kcfmel of Bc!ln,!onna and/our of Opium, lif 
a c/iilil itine year* of age, leitKoat injury. — Dr. CoALE reported the cose. 
The child swallowed two suppositories, each containing two grains of the abnve- 
ineDtioned narcoties. It went to sleep not long after; the mother awoke it, 
«t the end of four hours, with much difficulty, when very free TomitiDg ensued, 
producing great exhaustion, The drugs were taken at noon, and at 7 P. M. 
tile child seemed only a little fatigued and sleepy. It had eaten dinner im- 
mediately before swallowing tbe poison, and Dr. C, supposes it possible this 
nay have retarded absorption. 

Jauniiiee lerm-'afitliiQ in Ilemnrrknge and Dtvith. Cloture nfihe Oi/stic Duet. 
^— Dr. Gould reported the following case: A daughter of N. T. H., aged 
tbout three years, became deeply jaundiced in the early part of January, but 
was reulily relieved, in three or four days, by mercurials and warm baths. 
After an interval of about a week, the fccat dJucharges became again eloy- 
eoloured, and the skin yellow. Siraikr remedies were used for a few days 
Irithout success, the yellowness of tho skin becoming very intense, and no 
fseharges were obtained from the bowels. Leeuhea to the epigastrium, baths, 
ncrcuriats and enemata were continued until, after four days, profuse green 
idischargea suddenly supervened. A few hours afterwards, vomiting of bloody 
flnid began, which took place every twenty or thirty minutes for about twelve 
hours, when she died. >^be had gradually become comatcMe, and had had con- 
vulsions fur a day previous to the purging. The duration of the last attack 
Vns only eight ihiys. A younger child had also been jaundiced a few weeks 
previous. 

An imperfect autopsy was mode. The mucous coat of the stomach was 
Blained, but showed no lesion or cougestion. The liver appeared heultby, and 
fherc was, at (he time, no obataolo to the flow of bile through the ductus 
communis The gall-bladder was distended by a clear honey-like fluid, and 
the cystic duct was found to be permanently closed ; on following it down from 
Ote gall-bladder, it appeared, at its termination, as if it had never been pervious. 
24 
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Tbc case wna meatinned oa an aclditioDal exninpU of the c 
bomorrbage, from some (juarter, in cases of severe jaundice. Cloeurc of the 
cystic duct, where tbe gall-bladder is well developed, must be mre. 

Dr. Gould also related the following singular facte : — 

Fever — power lo articulate replaceii hi/ incliaiiliim to liny. — F. H., nged 
nine years, was attanked with headache, pains ID limbs, lu^ uf Etrength, ko., 
about the ITtb of January. Vi?it«d on tbe 21st; wu then very delinous, 
and continued raving for tbe next three days, at which time he full aeleep; 
awuke ealn, and had no recurrence of delirium. He was attcndod nutil ibe 
end of Fcbruury, and recovered. The following peculiarity existed, in a day 
or two after tbe delirium ceased: He lost tbe power of articalating words si> 
as to make known bis symptoms or his wants, although he seemed to be pcr- 
fi-ctiy coDscious, and always promptly niadc an effort to answer every cjucB- 
tion. Sometimes bo would succeed in Epi-lling a word, when bo could not 
utter the word iUelf. At tbe same time, be commenced humming tunes, re- 
peating ibo same tune an indefinite number of times, and only ceasing when 
he fell asleep. On awaking, be would at once resume singing, and when 
asked a question, would suspend it long enough to utUjtnpt an answer. This 
continued for two weeks, night and day, when ibe singing ceased, in the 
space of a couple of days, and the power of articulation returned in tbe uue 
proportion. The pulse, duriug ibis time, seldom roee to 60. Ho bad Ap- 
peared, during the whole time, to be quite rational ; bat on recovery was wholly 
unconsaions of the suBpension of the power of speech, and was greatly auBaM 
at the account given of bis musical performances, of which he had uo recol- 
lection whatever. 

Purpura JJanorrhaijira occurring in the Uitt tUigr it/ Plilhim. — Ri'portod 
by Dr. E. W. Bl^KE. — Sarah S., Kt. 15 years, had been delicaU; from child- 
hood, pale, and leucopblegmatio in Appeamnce, subject lo frequent and se- 
vere attacks of epistaxis, rendering the ndininistrutiuu of iron and a jjomirJ 
tonic treatment advisable; bad never menstruated, but subject, for the but 
eighteen montbsi, to leucorrbcca, the discharge being increased at tbe proper 
menstrual periods. Tbe epistaxis, too, bad latt«rly assumed a periodic form, 
occurring with considerable regularity every four weeks. In July last, symp- 
toms of phthisis appeared ; which disease was soon developed, and puntood a 
ropid coarse. At tbia time, though of unusual stature for one of ber jcan^ 
and emaciation scarcely commenced, she weighed but sixty-three pouudi. 
As a (act of some interest, it may be mentioued (hat at no time duriug her 
illneBB was there the slightest bloody tJngc in her sputa, nor did she comi^n 
of pain, soreness of the chest, or any uncomfortable feeling. Until tbc itUax 
part of January following, she was about the house, when increasing debility 
(diarrbtea had taken the place of nigbt-sweaU), compelled ber to keep ber 
room, and, for tbe most part, ber bed. Kpistaxis was now a daily occur- 
rence, thus adding to her weakness. Saturday, February 6, was observed un- 
usual and remarkable pallor of the mucous surfacca of tbe lips, tongue, and 
fauces. The day following. Dr. B. was summoned in basic, ber friends h«iui; 
alarmed by the discovery of " black spots upon !ier breast." On esamiuar 
tion, were found, itcattered over the thighs, stemuui, and breast, purpuric spots, 
irregular in form, and varying, in eixe and appearance, from red peUtcbis Vi 
yellowish and livid eochymoees; these had doubtIi;ss existed for some time 
before being noticed. Lips, tongue, &c., now presented a still more blauelMd 
appearance. On Tuesday, succeasivo patches coming out iu tbe mean while, 
there occurred hemorrhage from tbe bowels, afur which she sank ra|iidljF, 
dying early Weduesday morning. 



ExIracU from Soe. /or Met?. Improitement. 313 

E'li-ffhtkii} DImamoflefi Tetlis. — Dr. 0. H. Gat presented the specimen, 
which was taken from a person thirty years old, a painter by profession. The 
following is Dr. G.'s account of the case : The patient states that, np to iho 
time of the operation, Feb. 7, ISftU, hi had always cnjuyed good health, and 
that his attention was first directed tfl the affection two years ago, by accident- 
ally feeling that hi.s left testicle was somewhat larger than the other. But as 
there was no pain accompanying it, no soreness, nor any inconvetiience, he ■ 
took no particular notice of it. It steadily but slowly increased in siie, till 
within sii months; since which time a more rapid enlargement followed, with- 
out any tnown especial cause. 

There never has been any pain, except after " taking cold," when everything 
RCemcd to centre there, causing a tenipnrary increase of Che swelling of the te.stis 
end of the whole left side of scrotum ; and at those times it was less a pain than 
a heavy, dragging ache, from the siie, weight, and inconvenience of the en- 
largod organ. In appearance, it was Ices pyriform than a hydrocele, more 
cylindrical, four inches in length, and two and a hulf in thickness and width ; 
Bmoolh, and without irregularities; of a soft., elastic, yielding feel, very much 
like that of fluctuation. In swellings of this consistency, it ii exceedingly 
difficult to distinguish a soft, yielding solid, elnitio tike an India-rubber ball, 
from the fluctuating feel of a liquid. Deep, continued pressure would produce 
alight pain. Spermatic cord healthy. No enlargement of inguinal or p«Ivic 
glands. 

Hemoved in the usual way. A section of the diseoBed moss showed clearly 
ite canoerous and malignant nature. Towards the centre there was a portion, 
aofteued aloiost to a fluid state, and of a brownish colour. There were other 
portions, nearly round, (he size of a cherry, of adrugy yellow ebade, which had 
not reached the degree of softening mentioned above. At first sight, they 
looked somewhat like tubercle. The rest eihibited an encephalnid look, of a 
vofl, elastic feel, similar to that of fat, though Krmer. None of the healthy 
tissue of the testis could be found. 

The microscope gave csnccr-cella, particularly in the roundish masses. 

Conamtrie B^perlrophy of the Lffi Ventricle of (he IJearl — Dr. HoiVDiTCtl 
IMS called to aoe the patient on the 1st of last October. She was a married 
woman, tet. 69, stout and nervous, sitting np, and apparently not very ill. Had 
had three attacks of rheumatism during the previous five years. 8inee the 
laat attack sho had been liable to singular '• turns," very indefinitely desGribed ; 
coming on suddenly night or day; often after anyeiertion, but not neoessarily 
wo- 1'bey consisted of a sense of distress at the epigastrium, with dyspn<Ba and 
% "quecr^' appearance (ag the attendants said) about the face. Never any 
Joss of consciousness, and no very obvious palpitation fo!t by the patient. 
Attacks relieved sometimes by vomiting, and sometimes by a discbarge from 
the bowels. They usually lasted only a few minutes. No hceniatcmesis or 
vomiting of offensive matter. No dyspeptic symptoms. Bowels not very 
irregular, but were costive once or twice a week, She had had two " turns," 
more severe than usual, the day before Dr. B. saw her. At his visit, she was 
free from difficulty ; pulse 04, strong, regular. Un auscultation, no abnormal 
iiupuisc nordulncss on percussion over heart; slight bellows murmur over 
ventricle; respiration less in the left lung than the right, but not morbid. 
Quite sensitive to pressure and percussion over epigastrium. 

On a subsequent day. Dr. B. saw her again, and was satisfied that there was 
some obscure organic cardiac disease. Patient had gone the rounds of the 
faculty without bencGt; had called in vain on homoeopathy, hydropathy, and 
bad experienced a little relief from electricity. 



314 ExtracU frmn Sue. /or Mrd. Improcrmtmt. 

Dr. B. advised attention to the common rules of health, to keep the digestive 
funcliuns well, and a tranquil state of mind, but to avoid all drugging, 

I'rom that time be ceased his attendance, but was suddcnlj called on the 
evening of February 8, 1853, and found her in the greatest distress, wiUi 
orthopncea. She pointed to the epigastrium as the seat of viotent difficult of 
breathing, and asked for air. The bodywas thrown forirard. Nopainauj'where. 
Slight but frequent cough, with raising of some serous fluid, once tinged witk 
blood. Hands cold and sub-livid. Countenance very ansioua. Pulse regular, 
not very rapid, but small. Mind perfect. On auscultation, nothing peculiar 
About heart except obscurity of sound. Fine crepitation in lower third of both 
backs. 

Brandy, paregoric, and Glutton's spirits were given ; mustard foot-baths and 
siaupisms to the chest were directed ; but the symptoms grew rapidly worse, 
and she died in less than half an hour. 

It appears that four days previous to this fatal attack, the patient consolled 
& noted quack in thb city, who gave her a powerful purgative, by whiob the 
powers of life were greatly prostrated. She recovered, however, in some de- 
gree, and a few hours before her death said she ii\t better than for a long 
tiuie previously. 

On disxectioD, the heart was of the usual size externally, but the lefl \at- 
tricle felt thick. Parietes of (his last, on the day after the examination (the 
specimen meanwhile having been vrapped in a dryish cloth), measured eight 
lines in thickness towards the upper part, and still more lower down. Cavity 
of the ventricle decidedly small, in proportion to the size of the orgait exter- 
nally. Right ventricle slightly bypertrophicd. Mitral valve opatjuc, thick- 
ened, and contracted, so as to just admit the ends of two fingers. Aortal 
vnlves slightly diseased, but would have acted perfectly well. Auriclea lieftllby. 
To account for the death, there was found tedema of the lungs. 

The specimen was shown by Dr. Jackson, who made the dissection, and 
has no doubt of the fuct of concentric hypertrophy in the present ease, thou^ 
he docs not remember ever to have seen a cose of it before. 

Ft-bmari/ •19>.—M<tli'jnanl Diieaie of Eyehfill and Tiuuet of the: Otlil. 
ExltrptiUon. Dec Ih from Eemorrhaije durimj lite Operalimi. Reported by 

Dr. Williams. — Mrs. , aged 65, was first seen by Dr. W., iu consulu- 

tioo, on the 10th of February. She stated that, after having atleuded church, 
on the SIst of January, she experienced slightly uncomfortable seosationa in 
both eyes, which had previously been perfectly healthy. She supposed the 
hod taken oold. The next morning the pain returned nith increased severiiy, 
and was ocoompanied with nausea. There was an increased flow of (ears, and 
the eyes began to be injected. After applications of leeches to the temples 
the pain diminished, and the right eye recovered its normal appearanoe and 
functions. 

Mild fomentations, with a rcslrietcd diet, diminished the suffering oansed 
by the state of the left eye ; but did not prevent frequent parosysms of paio, 
nor allow her to enjoy uninterrupted sleep. At the time she was Dr»t seen 
by Dr. \V,, the eyeball seemed distended, the conjunctiva and cellular tisra* 
beneath it were in a state of phlegmonous inflammation, and the lids wer« 
greatly swollen and infiltrated. The appearances, taken in ooonection «iUi 
ihc hisKiry of the case, were thought to indicate phlegmonous inflammatioa 
of the eyeball rather than malignant disease. Fomentations and poullioeB 
were continued, in the expectation that relief would soon be afforded by a dis- 
charge of pus. 
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She teas again seen n week later. No discharge liod taken pl:u;a, but the 
aspect of the eymptonis had entirely changed. In&tcad of a. globular form 
tLe tumor offered an irregulur surfaee. The lids were perhaps Ices tense, but 
they were pushed widely apart by the pressure of the ibasd behind them. The 
ntuatioo of the cornea was oeeupied by a dark projecting mass having a fetid 
odor. Part of this was removed for examinatioD with the microecope. It was 
found to consist principally of blood -corpuscles, willi some fibrous tissue and 
pus-globulcs ; but no cancer-cells could be detected. Notwithstanding this 
negative evidence, the disease was regarded as malignant, and it^ extirpation 
proposed as the only rcsouroe. The short time which hud elapsed siace the 
invasion of the disease, afforded some reason to hope that it might not yet have 
contaminated other tissues than thtit originally implicated, Fiudingan obvious 
increase of the eyeball from day to day, the patient consented to an operation 
on the 27tb of February, precisely four neeks from the appearance of the 
earliest symptoms. 

She sat up during the forenoon, and at the time of the operution seemed ia 
good spirits, though somewhat debilitated by want of rest, a low diet, and 
repeated acceesions of pain. Her pulse was rather feeble. She inhaled sul- 
phuric ether without resistance or objection, hut a considerable quantity was 
required to produce an effect. From seven to eight ounces in all was used. 

On making the ueudI incision at the outer canthus to allow the lids to be 
more widely sepuroted, a jet of blood followed a slight wound of the diseased 
mass. An attempt was made to place a ligature around the vessel, but tba 
ligatures tore away as if applied around the walls of a sinus in the medullary 
tissue rather than upon the coats of an urtery. Failing thus to arrest the 
bemorrbage, the bulk of the tumour was quickly removed. It seemed to 
comprise all the tissues of the orbit, including even the periosteum. 

Small portions of the mass still remained attached to the floor of the cavity. 

While efforts were made to tie the vessels which still furnished blood, the 
patient began to eink; and, notwithstanding the administration of alcohol and 
ammonia, and a resort to artificial respiration, she expired within ten or fifteen 
minutes from the removal of the tumour. 

The inhalation of tlie ether was not kept up during the operation, and near 
ita termination she gave such indications of sensibility as to lead one of the 
physicians present to suggest; that she would probably require an additional 
■inoant. 

The highest estimate of the hemorrhage, by any of the gentlemen present, 
was that it might have amounted to a pint; but it was, probably, considera- 
bly less than this amount. Under other circumstances this could not have 
produced serious consequences ; but coming from the neighbourhood of the 
Bcnsorium, in an individual already debilitated by disease and suffering, it 
appears to have produced a far greater improaaion. 

No posl-ninrlem examination of the body was made. The tumour was ex- 
amined by Drs. Shaw and Hodges. They were unable to detect any vefsela 
which could have furnished the bemorrbuge they had witnessed at the time 
of the operation; but one peculiarity of the tumour consisted in a universal 
diffusion, in every tissue, of a large quantity of blood-globules. The muscles 
of the eyeball were much hjpertrophied, hod assumed a fatty degcnemtion, 
and contained cancer-oclls. These were also found in the cellular and fatty 
tiaaues. In the Hclerotica, which in some part« was greatly thickened, and 
Becmed to have undergone malignant traasformation, cancer-cells were most 
numerous. The globe was filled with a clot of blood, containing no cancer- 
cells. No traces of the humors could be found. The cornea was burst, and 
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tho putrefying effusion projected through it It could be recogniiedy as could 
also the iria, from its anatomical position, but no traces of its fibrous structure 
or epithelial covering could be discovered by the microscope. No cancer-cells 
were found in these nor in any of the internal tissues of the globe. 

The portion of the tumour examined before the operation, was probably 
part of the cornea and some of the effusion behind it This explains the fact 
that no evidences of malignant disease were then discovered. 

In the earliest stages of the case it is probable the appearance of the pupil, 
and the general aspect of the symptoms might have afforded indications thai 
the disease was malignant, and not simply ophthalmitis. But the evidence 
thus obtained is no longer met with at a more advanced period. 

CancerouM DUeam over the Head of ike Tibia, — ^Dr. S. D. Townsknd re- 
ported the case. The disease appeared about five months ago, just below the 
head of the bone ; a tumour of encephaloid nature, as large as a good-sixed 
orange, existed in this situation. Dr. T. showed the corroded bone ; the cau- 
coUated structure healthy. The patient was a female, 18 years of age ; the 
leg was amputated above the knee. 

Enctphaloid Tniicie Ufi to ittiif, — Dr. J. B. S. Jackson rep(Micd the case, 
and showed the specimens. The patient was a healthy fanner, 48 years of age, 
and the disease had existed for a year. In May, when first seen by his phy« 
sician, Dr. Whittemore, of Brighton, the organ was considerably enlarged and 
hard ) and from that time it had been increasing until, al the time of death, 
it formed a tumour nearly as large as the head; ulceration commenced upon 
tho surface in July, and became, at last, deep and extensve. Discharge never 
\ms oi>piviu3; some hemorrhage the last few weeks. From the first, there was 
ue\*or any pain in the tumour, though soreness was complained of. 

i)a dis^^tion, the gross and tho microscopic appearances of cancer were 
wvU marked. One of the most striking peculiarities was an abundant infiltra- 
tion, thn^ughout the mass, of a thick, puriform liquid ; a form of the disease 
which Pr. J. divs not remember to have seen described, but which he once 
met with in the mesentery and omentum, without any appearance of the usual 
.^Uid deposit of carcinoma. There was also a considerable amount of the yel- 
low, o|^ue, tuberculoid formation, so common in encephaloid ; no effusion of 
bUxxi ; Ivuiphatic glamls, within the pelvis and along the side of the spin^, 
ciiUnrcd, white« and pulpy. The glands, ako, in the opposite gruin, formed 
a litiiued tumour c»f the siie of a h«n*s egg; yet the testicle of that side was 
pcrtVctly healthy, though perfectly buried in the side of the main tumour, as 
w^ a):iO the penis. Femond vein, upon the diseased side, intimately con- 
mvti\l with the under $ur^>» of the tumour, and to the extent of several 
iuoh(^ filled with a white, eno^pbali^ suhstanee, of a thick, pasty consistence. 
No tmvv of eaaeerxHis disva:^ was f>und in any of the crj^s <>{ the thorax 
or abti\>men. In cue otf the lungs, how^^vef , three or four masses of wcH char- 
ac;ehAed« and appaivatlT rwvut and aetiv>^ tuUrrcuIar disease vei« f^mnd ; 
thx'v w>M>^ trvHxi one to tvo and a half inches in diaaieter, and consisted kX de- 
liued |{?^Hlp» \Nf Cray irxauuiatioiis with a ^w small ab»es6«s; otherwise, these 
oc^us wy«v healthy. 

IV. J. i>Muarkei that he had neviff b«l oq<« Kffv<« ;w«ii active 
di:$«dk>e in a ouKvrvHks s^ibjixH. 
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parent in the spinal. Tbe periloneai and two pleural surfaces were coloured 
to a considerable extent, and deeply ao, tbougli in otber parts not at all ; the 
parieCitl membrane being particularly affected, tbougli the convexity of the . 
liver was also, as it frenerally seems to be. 

Dr. J. also laid upon the table Lobsteio's paper upon tbe subject, illustrated 
by several coloured drawings (ff^pertoiM Gin.tFAtuit. ft thFkyi.,&c., 1826), 
and remarked that be bad met witb no other original cases of this affection, 
though he Lad several times seen the appearance himself. The colour he hna 
found to bo confined to the serous surfaces. L. makes an exception in regard 
to the brain and spinul marrow ; but Dr. J. had not observed this. The peri* 
cardium he has usually found coloured, though it was not in the above case ; 
in one, he was led to examine the fmtaa ftom finding the cord discolonred. 
The foetuses have been from abont three and a half to five months old, and 
had the flattened, blighted, maturated look so often seen. In Lobstein's cases, 
the age was about five months ; but this last point he does not notice. Dr. 
J., hoirever, was inclined to attach much importance to it, as, so iax as he haa 
observed, it has been a universal fact. 

The microscopic appearances in the above case had been examined by Dr. 
C. Kllis, who found the "colouring matter composed of yellow granular mo^n^B, 
«f variooa sties, with borders more or less irregular. The same matter also 
existed in tbe form of short linear bodies, &nd of others, stellate or ranirorm. 
TAa distinct cells." A drawing of those sppearaticcB was shown, and pre- 
sented to the Society. 

P'ittiire of the Pnlint in Pirarentetis Ahihminix. — Dr. Storeb said bs 
had lately noticed that the recumbent posture, in performing the above opera- 
tion, is advocated by Professor Simpson, af Edinburgh, as a new suggestion; 
and that the last number of the L'mdon Tjaneel contains a minute description . 
of a case, by Dr. Tanner, in which he dwells upon the advantages of the hori* 
zontal posiUon over the upright Dr. S. was surprised to meet with these 
remarks, inasmuch as Dr. Cabot, of this city, performed the operation of para- 
centesis abdominis upon one of his patients, while in the recumbent posture, 
ten j/e<in tince. 

Dr. S. also spoke of the use of a tube of silver being noticed in the same 
joiimul, as having been used by Mr. Roborton, of Manchester, England, for 
introduction into the child's mouth before birtb. This, referred to aa new, 
was long since suggested by Dr. Jacob Bigclow, and he has received the credit 
thereof from Dr. Churchill in his work on midwifery. 

Dr. Henky J. BiOEixiw remarked that the recumbent position, in tapping 
the abdomen, is invariably adopted at the Massachueetia General Hospital. 
Its advantages arc evident: There is less chance that the patient faint, and, of 
course, no necessity for removing the person after the operation. 

Inijatum nf onu-hiilf i\ii ounce of Lnvdaniim. — Dr. C. E. Ware reported 
the case of a man who had taken half an ounce of laudanum. Tbe subject 
was a strong man, who bad swallowed it about two hours previous to Dr. W.'s 
seeing him. While waiting for an emetic, he tried Dr. Buck's method of 
e\-acaating the stomach. Ho administered about two ounces of vinegar, and 
followed it immediately with a strong solution of soda. The result was a vio- 
lent explosion of gas through tho oswpbagus; but no other discharge of the 
contents of the stomach. A free evacuation, however, was soon obtained by 
enictiea of the sulphate of Kinc, and the effeeta of tbe opium passed off. ^ A 
mitd attack of pneumonia ensued; but the patient evcntuaUy convalesced well. 
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March 14. — Tamia expelled by Kouteo. — Reported by Dr. Storer. — ^la 
July last, Dr. S. was consulted by a lady, 40 years of age, respecting a diarrhooa 
acouiDpanied by severe pain, which had troubled her for several weeks. This 
condition of the bowels annoyed her until early in October; it was then checked 
for about four weeks. 

The former part of November, she began to have three or four very large 
discharges daily, and frequently as many during the night, accompanied with 
sensations so peculiar that they could not be described, but very dej^essing to 
her spirits. 

Durinff the severe and long-continued diarrhoea of the previous summer^ 
she bad Dcen accustomed daily to exambe her discharges, at the request of 
Dr. 8., it being feared that dysentery might ensue, and wis she continued to 
do, upon the return of those too frequent dejecUons. 

From the time of their occurrence in November until about the middle of 
January, she had noticed small white masses, varying in number, sometimes 
not more than three or four, but frequently as many as sixteen, in every dis- 
charge. About the middle of January, three of these portions were shown 
to Dr. S., and proved to be portions of a tape- worm. She was directed to 
take half an ounce each of spirits of turpentine and castor^il. This operated 
Arocly, and afforded her much relief, but she detected no portion of the worm 
in the discharfles. 

From that time until a week since she had seen no vestige of the animal, 
alUiouch every discharge has been carefully examined. 

At tuis latter period, her old sensations, and segments of the tsenia, began 
to appear. 

8ho applied to Dr. 8. on Saturday last, September 12, and was ordered 
to take half an ounce of kousao, in infusion. On account of the nausea 
induced, but half the quantity vras taken. In eleven hours after its admini:$- 
tr^tion, a modeimto operation was produced, containing several small isolated 
jiunt»« and a second operation followed, bringing away ninety inches of rxnia, 
14* nearly eight feeU A small dejection t<>day conuined about ten inches 
mi^ro of fragmentdk It is not a little singular that this patient should never 
have $ivn two uuiteil ^'gment^^ until yesterday. 

l>r, WiixiAMS mentioned the efficient use of kousso and turpentine in a 
ecu^^ of tApo-wivrm, rvcently. The patient was attended by Dr. Calviu Sicvt-ns. 
Six yarvls of the parasite wer>i^ di^i^harged. It is thought that the head ^till 
remaius. 

/Zt|««'V*«^!ii %'f a CMikl 9rJ^%Ie Ait Motker mu tm (ke err*:: fOf*t»o7i. — Pr. 
Sl\>RKK h;ul met with a ctt£« of labocr since the last meeting, in wLzch the 
ebicvi w^k» exivlled while the m^^ther was staniing« leaning her head upc-n a 
:0ioulaer \^f her nar!!<\ The ehud*» hes^i $uuck the £xt« vhicb fv«rtuDaulv 
was jx\^Uv5<\i by a ru^: u|\^u a cjurjxt* w:;h ^at fcr«. The cc^hrr was of 
ttK\i:un\ lu'i^rht^ a»<.i ihe fuuis «>f the eiiU ; vas thinv :i;ciK?> in ten^th. 

IV. vV «^>l;^:vU'I>^i ;he c<a:w hi^hlv inuivsiisf in a ntf^iioltcal r<ent <>f vk w. 
A <tiu^\ paK&9>i^ a frw x>^ar^ sioe«f in chut f^risxikai j;«raals. is iu>d-. a: teulv 
fan:u..ar to «»aa\ w' tibe um-siSci^ c^ t^ S.v:«v« in vhic^ a cel:«j>^ V':4nAn 
was isssjwuv; \^' *wtr,*t:n^ ber e-^jd, ti>e K*««> c:' :i'e i«*d r«eiE£ fra»r:*:rvJ. 
S^\ h,**Y^\Nr* iasisix-vi ;.was ;« fo^^wu 6vaa b^- as sb.* w^iis wLxiu :a tie virJ 
\;jv^', ;1 .' :r,'c<*ai irv'^i^^i* aS'S :iis «k«t^ wfcs si ,25 rcxi.of'i I*r. S. L^ lo 

>iji.: :i>e ij<»*c «racii ti<^ :axrc.^8»fviw>i 5.vr. A"-:i>:cicr if ss aTTire ti-i: in 
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m erect pontion (reported id the Lancet, Feb. 4, 1837 : Thompson's Lectures 
on Medical Jurispnidcaco), do cliild woa killed, nor was any boDe fractured. 

ifiacitlar AnomaUa. — Dr. Knkixand read the following account: During 
the past j'ear, I have noticed two iotcrestiag muscular anomalies, which, 
though not perhaps of aoy surgical or even anatomical importance, may he 
OODsidered worthy of mention, both becanaa such anooialies in the niusclea 
are comparatively rare, and because they may throw aorae light hereafter on 
the homologies of the skeleton to trhich they belong. So far as I know, they 
are not mentioned in the books. 

In April of last year, on a male in the dissecting-room subject I found an 
aberrant slip of muscle, on one side, arising from the levator an guli scapulas. At 
the middle of the neck, this slip, which was ahont one-fourth of an inch wide 
for its whole extent, left the direction of the levator anguli scapulm, and took 
that of the spleniua, and was inserted by a distinct tendon into the delicate 
teodoD of the scrratus posticus superior, at about an inch from the upper 
¥order, and an inch from the spinous processes. The tendinoua insertion con- 
listed of fibres clearly continuous with tliose of the scrratus posticus, es- 
pecially towards the spine, in an upward direction, hut less. distinctly in the 
downward directiob. 

In November, io a female subject, I noticed the sanie slip, of a similar width, 
fant inserted principally into the ligamentum nucliie, about an inch below the 
upper border of the serrutus posticus; some fibres were also attached to the 
tendon of this muscle, as in the £rst oase. The attachment to the ligamen- 
tam niichm was fan-like for about an inch in vertical extent. It is hard to 
ay to which of the muscles alluded to, levator scapulae or splenius, this slip 
belongs; it possesses attachments commoD to both. It arises with the Icvutur 
ecapulas from the posterior tubercles of the upper four cervical transverse pro- 
cesses, which also form the insertion of the deep-seated splenius colli; but, aa 
in the lust-mentioned cose, most of the fibres arose from the ligamentum 
nuchfo, it would seem to belong more properly to the splenius. 

The other anomaly is more interesting in a surgical point of view, consist- 
ing of the presence of a/ourlh peroneus muscle on one leg. The subject was 
a moder.itely muscular man, though considtrubly reduced by chronic disease. 
The peroneus' bre vis, longus, and tertius were normal in origin and insertion, 
though the tendons were larger than usual. From tlie peronens brevis, about 
three inches above the ankle of the right side, came off a tendon as large as 
the tendon proper, which passed in a groove of its own behind the outer mal- 
leolos; but instead of pursuing the course of tlie peroneus brevis forwards to 
be inserted into the base of the metatarsal Lone of the little toe, it passed per- 
pendicularly downwarda, to be inserted into the oa calcis at its outer surface, 
as near aa possible to its centre, considering both its vertical and antero-pos- 
terior diameter, A knowledge of this peroneus quartns might he of import- 
ance in the division of muscies for the relief of valgus club-foot. 

The same subject had also the not uncommon anomaly of a biceps humeri 
with three heads, the third head ficshy, and attiiched U) the anterior middle 
third of the humerus. 

Pm'uHar Form of Organic D!»ea»e of the Brain. Reported by Dr. Abbot. 
•—The patient, who had recently died, was n merchant of this city, 52 years of 
■ge, and had been sick for ten years or more. First complained of a peculiar 
aensation in his bead coming on irreguUrly, sometimes two or three times 
duly, and at other times absent for several days. Feeling desoribcd aa that 
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of » sudden shook or blow, and instaDtaneous, liko a flash of lightniog; sad* 
denly arresting his thoughts) without pain, loss of consoionsness, mental con- 
fusion, or actual dizziness. It was only enough to call his attention to it and 
it was gone. These attacks continued until March, 1844, when he had a true 
epileptic fit; violent general convulsions, with loss of conseiousness and biting 
of the tongue, but no frothing at the mouth. The patient had a recurrence 
of these attacks until the following July, occasionally two or three times 
daily, but generally with an interval of about ten days. Then there was an 
intermission of fourteen weeks without a fit During all this time, however, 
the attacks to which he had been so long subject continued, rather increased 
in frequency and severity, being dependent apparently upon the state of his 
general health. 

The remedies he had used thus far had been directed mainly to the correc- 
tion of any constitutional deraneement Constipation had been treated by 
blue pill and laxatives. He haa tried various preparations of iron. He had 

g'von up the use of tea and coffee and stimulants, to which latter he had never 
ten much addicted. He was unwilling, however, to give np business ; and 
while at his place of business was constantly exposed to the exhalations from 
tobacco, in which article he was a large dealer. He had been in the habit of 
chewing tobacco moderately, but gave up the practice at my request. He 
was a man of very active mind, entering with great ardor into any tiling which 
he undertook, and very devoted to business. At this time his appetite was 
excessive, and he was unwilling to restrain it. He regulated his diet so far 
as to live on the most simple food, only taking those articles which ekperienoe 
proved to bo the most digestible. His disease continued without marked 
abatement, but rather increasing in severity until May 26, 1848. At this 
time turns of vertigo were about three daily, with fits every two or three week?. 
It w;is determined to try a continued use of infusion of digitalis, as reoom- 
mcnded by Solly. He began at this date by taking a tcaspoonful at bedtime. 

June 1, G A. M. — Had a bad fit, the first for six weeks. Sthy 6 A. M. A 
bad fit. 

Jiii^ 10. — After dinner a fit, not a very bad one. Slif. Had a slight fit 
in bed. 

AtttfHst 18, 5 A. M.— A bad fit 2lif. Another very bad fit at noon. 

The digiulis was then discontinued, having taken it with an occasional inter- 
misi$iv>u of a day or two up to that time, and gradually increasing to Jss at 
bedtime. The number of turns of vertigo during this period, of eighty-«even 
daT»> was only twenty>two, a very marked diminution of their frequency. 

The disease afWr this continued irregular as before, sometimes better some- 
times worse. He lost flesh, however, his memory became impaired, and be 
was subjoci to great depression of spirits. Instead of vertigo, or rather with 
it, he had what Dr. Marshall Hall calls trachelismus. His head would turn 
gradually in the din?ction of his left shoulder, and remain for a short time, 
half a minute to a minute, fixed in that position, with fixed staring eyes, and 
seeming unconsciousnc^ of all around him, but without convulsion, or at most 
a slight tremulvHisnoss. These turns generally \eh him with a temporary 
confusion of mind. Sometimes however, he retained his mental control 
enough to remark that he was having one of his ^' turns.** 

In Soptomber, 1S49, ho began to take extract of ootyledoD umbilicas gr. v, 
night and mi>ming« subs^iuenlly increasing the dose to gr. x, at night. He 
took thisun:il the fv>Uowing ApriU without the occurrence of a single epileptic 
fit in all that tiau\ It was then dix<intinui>d, as new symptoms b^n to 
nian;ti>; them^^^lxcs. luring this period he grew quite ssout, his spinis be- 
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came cheerful, and he seemed better than at any previous time during his 
tijuusa. lie was as stout as he ever had been in his life. The vertigo and 
trachelisDius, however, continued irregularly all through this period, and in 
the spring of 1850. He began to have "falling tarns," as if from his legs 
giving way under him. His wife remarked that liis left arm and leg appeared 
ireaker than those of the other side; in falling, his left leg seemed U> yield 
firsL When down, he generally retained his consciousoeH without convul- 
jBon, but with entire inability to rise for & few minul«B. Sensibility not af- 
fected. His face was generally pale, and his pulse feeble and very rapid ; head 
fre(|uently bathed in perspiration. The disease progressed, true epileptio fits 
being rare, but the "fulling turns" being of frequent occurrence, bis mind 
breaking down by degrees. 

About July, 1853, lie gave up bis business, and from that time to the day 
of bis death left the house but once, when he rode out for an hour, but was 
greatly cihausted by it. He gradually lost the power of directing the motion 
of bis legs and became incapable of walking. His right eye became wholly 
biiod, tbu pupil being widely dilated ; that of the left eye acted under the 
■timulus of light somo time after the right; but, finally, he lost almost entirely 
the power of vision in this also. He lost tlic power of controlling bis spbinc- 
ters in a great degree, aitbough he was generally able to warn his atteDduDls 
of hie desire for evacuation in time for proper precautions \o be taken. Uia 
mind, during his last duyii, was frequently quite tKtive, During the last tiiri:e 
months or more he was subject to the most singular illusions, bis mental con- 
diljon being precisely like that of a person dreaming ; the most siagulur and 
^tesque fancies taking to him the nir of complete reality, and diverting his 
ibougliU and conversation for days, while ho retained his knowledge of bis 
friends and the members of his ^tnily. Several months before his death he 
bad a strange fancy for tracing the derivation of words, aud always wanted to 
have a dictionary by his side. Appetite morbidly strong till towards the close 
of life; but during the lost days deglutition bcoame very difficult, and bis 
bowels obstinately constipated. Throughout the whole course of his diseme 
ho never hod any pain in the head worth mentioning. There is rcaaon to 
believe that his sense of smell was impaired for several years beforo hie death ; 
indeed, his wife is of opinion that it hud never been very acute since her ac- 
quaintance with him commenced ; the other senses, however, were nut affected. 
The disMxtion. was mode by Dr. Jackson, and reported by him. The 
aranium was thin and atrophied; the dura mater Glkd by the brain; the 
uachnoid dryish over the convexities with do trace of scrum beneath, but with 
poBsiderable congestion of the pia mater. 
■ 'The disease of the brain was quite extensive, conGned to the right side, and 
** diferent from anything that Dr. J. had ever before met with. Situated at 
' IbA base and extending some way upwards into tho nubstanee of the organ ; 
Jjfaleriarly to some distance in front of the corpus calloHum, and posteriorly as 
^■r as the limits of the posterior lobe, the disease being apparently most 
advanced in the anterior : Ill-defined and passing gradually into the heallhy 
substance. The diseased porljon seemed to be enlarged or swollen; this was 
quite marked in that portion of the middle lobe which bounds the great fissure 
ftt the base of the brain, and which formed a sort of projecting tumour, in which 
was a groove formed by the passage of the sixth pair of nervce; enlargement 
also marked in the anterior lobe, where it pressed npon the fiilx and made 
quite a depresBioD in the corresponding lobe upon the other side ; also in the 
Bates and in the hippocampus major, with a projection at one pluue inW the 
lateral ventricle; corpus striatum somewhat ^11, but tho optic thulumua not 
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remarkable; orus cerebri very markedly broader than Dataral. la consist- 
ence it was, generally, decidedly softened, though nowhere pnlpy; in the 
anterior lobe it felt firm before and on • incision, but afterwards generally 
softer than natural, though unequally so. It had a gelatiniform appearance,- 
more or less marked in different parts ; and in the anterior lobe a very marked 
ffrayish translucenoy, this not being seen elsewhere. It had a peculiar and 
delicate rose tint, particularly upon the confines of the disease ; passing into 
a purple, which in some parts became quite deep ; the hippocampus was of a 
dusky red colour, and looked like a gorged leech. The structure was nowhere 
broken down excepting in one or two places in the anterior lobe, where, to 
the extent of two or three lines, it had a coarse cellular structure, and was 
thoroughly infiltrated with serum ; the '' cellular infiltration" of authors. 
The serous surfaces adhered in some places, but nowhere strongly, excepting 
where the fornix winds round behind the optic thalamus. The lateral yentri- 
oles contained about Jiij of clear serum; the left apparently much enlarged, 
but the right smaller ; septum lucidum not softened. Otherwise the brain 
was perfectly healthy ; the right olfactory nerve, however, was evidently dis- 
eased like the brain just before it passed through the ethmoid bone, forming 
there a small, grayish, irregular, and rather knobbed tumour. 

The organs of the thorax and abdomen were also fully examined, and found 
sufficiently healthy. 

In regard to the nature of the affection of the brain. Dr. J. remarked that, 
though it somewhat resembled '' softening," yet it differed from any cases he 
had seen of this disease in respect to the colour, and more particularly in the 
enlargement of the affected portions, amounting in some parts to what would 
often oe called a tumour ; the colour, however, is said to vary much in '^ soft- 
ening." There were no appearances of any of the common products of 
inflammation, excepting what has been above mentioned ; no pus nor lymph, 
and no yellowish discoloration ; and neither were there any of the characters 
of carcinoma. It was evidently a change of structure, and not a new growth. 
Since the dissection, different parts of the mass have been examined microsco- 
pically, but the result was very unsatisfactory. 

^femhranou8 Croup ; Tracheotomy ; its advantages ; fatal termtnatwn of 
the case on the tweffh day ; post-mortem appearances. — The patient, a girl of 
five and a half years, was attacked on a Monday. On Friday the case was 
thought desperate. On Saturday, P. M., false membrane one-half to three- 
fourths of an inch in length and in breadth was expectorated thrice. Sunday, 
A.M., pulse 15(3 per minute; the child in imminent danger of suffocation; 
the mother desiring the operation for opening the trachea to be done, J>r. 
Henrt J. BiGELOW did it at 10 o'clock A.M., bunday. Great fclicf 
followed ; the breathing became quiet ; the pulse sank to 140 ; tweoty-fiour 
hours subsequently, the tube being apparently stopped (a double tube wis 
employed) ; a suffocative paroxysm was manifested. Dr.^. found the tabe 
clear, but discovered a flap of false membrane that closed the lower opening ; 
by forceps, he removed a plug of membrane and thick mucus ; from this time 
until the following Thursday, the amount of mechanical interference was 
extraordinary. On Tuesday, A. M., a piece of the trachea was cut out; the 
granulations surrounding the orifice of the external wound, bled somewhat, 
and the bKxxl drawn into the trachea at first caused strangling, but in a >hort 
limo the mucus became dihitetl by the blood, and expectoration became poii- 
siblo: acting upon this hint I>r. IJ. caused the trachea, externally and inter- 
nally, to be carefully moistened with a few drops of water from time to lime, 
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■D(] mlh evident benefit. A liookoil probe and forceps wcro occnsinDall^ 
iutroilitccd by tbc opening, down lo tlie bifurcation of iba traebea, for the pur- 
po§e of removing preues of menibrane and Blringy niucns. On the Jay after 
removing the tracheal tubes, Dr. Q. introduced two pieces of anneuted vrire 
Buitably shaped to act ns dilaUira of the external and internal oriGcca ; the 
wonnd was kept open, in this manner, notil di-otb. On Monday there was 
some rale hoard in ihc lunge. On Wednesday this had increased. Dr. 
Charles E. Ware apprehended superventiou of pneumonia, which finally was 
declared, and the child sank from this and from debility. Dr. Iligelow thinks 
it would, doubtless, have died on the Monday or Tuesday afier its attack, bad 
not tracheotomy been. practised ; the prolongation of life, the relief procured, 
and the fur easier death are, in bis opinion, sufficient reasons for doing the 
operutioQ, and be would always thus act, unless it be proved that sufficient 
disease of the lungs alwuyf follows in oosea of true oroiip to prove fatjtl. The 
child lay upon its right side (luring the whole of the disease. 

Dr. 'B. thought there were three points to be especially remarked upon in 
the present case : 1st. The obstrucUon in the larynx, and the immediate relief 
afforded by the operation ; 2d, the dilution of the viscid mucus by dropping 
water into the opening in the trachea, and the removal of the secretions by 
JDBtrumentB; 3d, the supervention of lubulur pneumonia and its futui conse- 
quences. From the time that the operation was performed the most careful 
attention was required for tbo carrying into effect of the various mechanical 
means that were adopted, and h was most assiduously given by Dr. Fogg, in 
whose practice the case occurred. 

Dr. Charles E. Ware thought very favourably of tracheotomy in sueh 
eases; at first, in the above instance, the disease seemed moderate; tbo color- 
kliou of the face mostly fresh ; this for a day or two. Vr. W. referred to the 
Btatetuent that congestion of the lungs is due to the tracheal obstruction ; be 
mentioned a case, occurring within thcpast year, in which the respiratory 
Bound in the lungs became less and less aa the tracheal difficulty increased ; 
erepitoua rales nest supervened, and fatal disease. From these considera- 
"tiiins he would deduce the importance of an airl;/ resort to the operation of 
tracheotomy. 

Dr. Gould suggested the occurrence of croup a/ler pulmonic disease, mea- 
sles, and scarlet fever. 

Dr. Ware had never met with it after disease of the lungs. 

Dr. Stoker iniuired if tracheotomy has ever been done successfully in this 
city in membranous croup ? 

No affirmative reports given. 

Dr. HoMA.va bad seen croup following measles, it is then apt to be fatal ; 
it is well known to be not iufrefjnent after scarlet fever. Dr. H. asked if the 
introduction of the wires, in Dr. Bigelow's case, were not painful 1 Dr. 
Bigelow described their introduction : the springing ends were confioed fay a 
ligature and introduced, the ligature withdrawn a fit of coughing was the result 
of the sudden pressure and, dilatation, but this soon ceased and the child slept. 
Dr. B. stated a cose in which tbc single tube formerly used became plugged at 
its loner orifice by mucus except for an bole of the size of a knitting-needle ; 
tbc double tubes can be kept clear ; he had wished to see if the orifice could 
not be dilated sufficiently, and all desirable objects effected, without the use 
of mil/ tubes ; hence bis employment of the wire dilators. 

In reply to a question from Dr. Storer, whether the inflammation would not 
be aggravated by the introduction of the wires, Dr. B. said that undoubtedly 
some irritation would arise therefrom ; be had supposed that, finally, the wires 
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might even have uloerated tbrougli ; as it proved, however, they did not, but 
merely iodented the inner tracheal surface ; there is, also, a difference between 
trayuaatic and tilinpalhic inflauim&tion. Ho docE not think the wires, thus 
used, would aggravute the croupot trouble. 

Dr. Jackson remarked that, according to his obBcrvation, pneumonic in- 
flamniiitioD combined nilh croup is very rare, even where lymph is found very 
fur dnwD in the bronchial tubes. Dr. J. deBcribcd the post-ntorlfm appear- 
ances, eiUibiling the Bpuciraea to tbe Society. In the larynx, there was a 
thick and firm deposit of lyroph from the edge of tbe epiglottis downwonb, 
und it was evidently tbe original formation. Tbraughont the trachea then 
wns a thin and delicate layer which was very readily detached, and had been 
formed after the expuldon of the original membrane ; mucous aurface beneath 
it higlily inflamed, red, and gruunlated. Many of the smaller bronchia con> 
tained lymph, such as was found in the trachea, but several in the lefl lower 
lobe were nearly plugged up by a thick, whitish, firm, tubular membrane, 
which, like that in the larynx, oontnwtcd strongly with the deposit in other 
parts. Besides the lymph, there was tho UGual abundant viscid 8ecr«lian 
throughout the nir-passnges; uUo a trace of lymph in the pharynx. Mneooi 
membrane sufficiently well below the primary bronchia. Pneumonia on both 
sides involved a great portion of the right upper lobe, having advanced there 
to tbe stage of purulent iuGltntion ; eUewhere not very extensive. The open- 
ing in the trachea was quite free, and upon the inner surface was seen, stningly 
marked, the impression left by the wire that bad been used as a dilntor. 

Slraiir/ii/aCian n/lhe Iiitatine by a Diiierlicuium. — The specimen was emt 
by Dr, Hbnhy Saroent, of Worcester, with a full history of the eaae, of 
which the following is an abstract: Thcpatlentwasahcaltby farmer, 72 yean 
of age, and bod nut been subject to symptoms of obstruction of tho bomls. 
On the first of March, having bud some pain in tbe bowels, with tiauaea, be 
took ten grains of blue pill followed by oastor-oil. lie hod, the nest morD* 
ing, a slight fecal dejection, in which, as tbe wife thought, there was to b« 
seen some of the oil, From this time, tbe symptoms of obstruction coatinaed 
well marked until bis death, which occurred on the moroiog nf tbe 11th inst 
Tho vomiting throughout was urgent, the fluid thrown off being genenlly 
greenish. Cuthartica were several times given, and cnemata very frequently; 
these lust being at once returned, and with occasional tenesmus, though they 
did not oause any marked distress ; no discharge of blood, oa in cases of in- 
tossuBception. Ou the oight of the €tb, he was said to have had a very slight 
fecal dejection ; but If he hud, this was the only one after the second day 
from his attack. Some constuDt pain at epigastrium, though ncv«r enungh 
to require opiates ; bore pressure well ; abdomen soft, and mndcralely Ijiopa- 
nitic anorexia; tongue coated; occasional hiccough. Throughout the dlieaH 
there was no fever; pulse S8, and continued about the same, as to freqaeney, 
until his death, though it became more feeble as he gradually sank. Just 
before death, he complained of severe pain across the lower part of iba spine. 

On disBcc^on, the small iulesiiae was found greatly distended, filled wili 
fluid, and very vascuhir ; the largo intestine being proportionally contnwttd 
No peritonitis, except just about the seat of diseiKe. Tho divcrlicutum *U 
of medium size, arose from tho ileum about forty inches from its toroiiiutkw, 
and adhered firmly, though to a small extent only, to tbe mesentery ; ■ ring 
was thus formed, which seemed capable; after the withdrawal of tbe intvatine, 
of admitting no more than (wo fingers; and yet through this ring tba vbob 
length of the iutcatino had passed from the divorticulum to within about ni 
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inches of the C9cam. The stricture was not so close but that the intestine 
could be withdrawn without difficulty. 

Fatty Duecue of the Liver in a Child teven months old. — Specimen sent 
bj Dr. LsiQH, of Townsend ; and the enlargement, the light fawn colour, 
and the doughy feeling of the organ, were highly characteristic of the disease. 
At a subsequent meeting of the Society, JJr. Jackson remarked upon the 
inordinate quantity of fat that it contained, and stated that, baring thrown the 
organ into a large cylinder stove, it blazed up at once, and for some time 
filled the whole stove with flame. The child weighed but seven pounds four- 
teen ounces, and of this fourteen ounces was the weight of the liver. It was 
brought up by hand, and at the age of one month had diarrhooa ; this yielded 
after a time, and the symptoms during the last few weeks were costiveness, 
colic, pain, and vomiUng. The liver was the only organ diseased. 

Dr. Jackson remarked upon the connection so generally believed to exist 
between fatty disease of the liver and phthisis. He has seen so many excep- 
tional cases, and especially during this last winter, that he is inclined to doubt 
it, though the theoretical explanation of the connection is plausible. In the 
case of the common granulated liver, also, in which the organ generally con- 
tains such an abundance of fat, phthisis is certainly rare enough. 

DiaheU$ wiipidm. — Case communicated by Dr. Leiqh, of Townsend. The 
patient was a man who had suffered all his life from the disease. When first 
sceu last summer, he was voiding daily six or eight quarts of nearly colourless 
and inodorous urine, and having a density scarcely greater than that of dis- 
tilled water; there was no evidence of the presence of albumen or sugar; it 
did not become sticky on being evaporated nearly to dryness, and had not 
much offensive odour on standing for a week or more. The skin was pecu- 
liarly dry, and there was some evidence of disease of the lungs ; as winter 
approached, this last became developed, and he has recently died of phthisis. 
The kidneys, which were sent by Dr. L. with the case, were enlarged, some- 
what lobukted, extremely soft, so as to break down most readily under pres- 
sure, and scattered throughout with numerous distinct white specks, some of 
which had a reddish spot in the centre. Four weeks before death, one of the 
testicles inflamed, and on dissection a tubercular-looking deposit was found at 
the inferior extremity of the epididymis ; this also was shown. 

The comparative rarity of this form of diabetes was remarked upon ; and, 
also, its termination in phthisis, as is so usual in diabetes mellitus. 

i/(irc&28. — Cj/st containint/ Oil, from the Parotid Region. — Case reported 
by Dr. H. J. Biqblow. The patient was a man 45 years of age; tumour forming 
since he was three years old, and was first noticed after the healing of an abscess 
in the ear. Gradually enlarged until the last two years, when it grew more 
rapidly. At the time of the operation it was of the size of a hen's egg, and 
situated immediately beneath the ear; had the feeling of an immovable cyst; 
integuments healthy ; no pain. The external appearances were finely shown 
in two daguerreotype views ; adhesions intimate at every point, even to the 
styloid process. It was, however, dissected out entire, except where it was 
attached to the under surface of the cartilaginous meatus of the ear. At that 
point there was a minute perforation through the cartilage, and a small probe 
having been passed through it, its extremity was felt just beneath the inner 
surface of the meatus ; the whole cyst, as Dr. B. thought, seeming to expand 
from this as a point of departure. The inner surface of the cyst was mostly 
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red and Bliining; niicro??opica]lj, an imperfect cpitlieliam was seen, tliough 
moro umrkcd towards and within the perforation. The contents were very 
I Temarkiible ; about ^ij of limpid, jcllowisb oil, perfectly reseuibling comnion 
I ftmp oil, and coogcaliog in u few minutes afWr it was discharged, at a tctn- 
B aeraturo of 65°, fallowed by about a dessort-epoonful of what appcarn] to be 
I «eruniiaoaB and cpitbelial substance, in the form of whitish, opu<|uc, floocnlent 
I glasses. A small seton was passed through the perforation in the cartilage, 
I 4o promote adhesion ; at the end of a week this was removt^cl, and the wounil 
I denied well, 

K Dr. B. remarked upon the great rarity of aubcutancona cysts couldning 
k ^. Dr. JTaukson referred to the eoncrele fatty substance found in ovarian 
I ^hIb that conlaiu hair, and its rcBCinblance to the Bpecinien ahowo by Dr. B , 
I teggestiDg that it might be littuid during life. Dr. B. said that tu Uis cjti 

■ there was no hair. In reference to the perforation above describej, Dr. 0»j 
I Ulu'Ied to certain dcGcicnces that exist oaturally in the uortilaginons porlioD 
I of the meatus. 

I RmorkfihU EncJamdronrnto'ts Trans/ormtlioii of the whole Th>itnh.—bi. 
I H. J. HroEUiW reported the case, and exhibited the epedmen, with a bcanti- 
I fiillycoloured drawing, showing the appearances seen on a section of the tnMs; 

■ iIbo a cost of the tumour, taken a. year ago. 

■ * The patient was a female, 82 years of age, and the disease came on without 
I Obvious cause three years ago. An elastic, translucent tnmour was first seea 
I tner the inside of the last joint of the thumb, and was thought to be a bnm. 
I 'This enlarged gradually until a year ago, when it involved the whole thumb, 
I iuid farmed a rounded tumour, about four inches in diameter; intcgumentt 
V ^toddened and inflamed ; it was elastic to the feel, and still thought to bo an 

■ ttlarged bursa, the opacity which it then had being explained by the idea of 
I 111 being filled with the products of inflammation j pain eonHiderablf. When 
I fleen recently, it had nearly doubled its size ; length eight inches, largest dia- 
I Vteter nearly five inches, and circumference thirteen inches; weight of the 
■AasR, after removal, about twenty-one ounces. To the feel, it was btill some- 
I what elastic; integuments thickened and inflamed, and upon the inner Rurfafc 

■ Midway was a slough one and a half inch in diameter, and ao inch deep; 
■% the place of the nail, which existed a year ago, there was a foul ulo^, wtth 
I'ttiickened, everted edges, and nearly two inches in diameter. Pain so urgmt 

■ « to keep her awake, and she was now quite ready for an operation, which 
ft 'had before been refused. 

B Having been removed with the metacarpal bone, a single longitudinal gcc- 
B4ion was made through the mass, and exposed an almost uniform, translucent, 
I IWuish-whito tissue, minutely and irregularly divided into lobulet^ areraging 
I fti size B. split pea, and each invested by a distinct fibrous tissue The uisi 
P^Vltried, as to density, in different parl«, being greatest towards the centre, 
■AAcre there were some cartilaginous-looking lobules, and also cuu^denbk 
|tmcesof the canccUar structure of the first phalanx. Towards the extremity, 
flie structure was gelatiniform and more vascular, though still tubulated ; the 
same soft lobules being also iuterspersed throughout the whole tumour. The 
fkin and a thin layer of cellular membrane formed a sort of investing mem- 
brane for the mas9, and could be readily separated from it; all trace of the 
original structures within having disappeared, excepting the eeattercd icmuoi 
of Dono above referred to. At the time of the operation, one (juito defined 
lobe was found to extend into the ball of l.ho thumb. Mcttwurpal bou 
heolUiy, though imbedded for uue-half its length in the overlying tointnu'; 
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tbtenoT extremity covered bj healthy cartilage, the Bjnovial roembrane being 
reOected over the corrcspondiDg surface of the tamour, and formiag botweca 
Aem a prci[>er articular cavity. Upon the bock of the thumb, one of the ex- 
tensor tendoDB was ti> eomo estent deeply imbedded in the tnmour ; nftor- 
irards, it lay beneath the akin, spread out to the width of half an inch, and 
sxtremely thin, and was at last inserted, with a fen-like expansion, into a mass, 
which, from its separation by a deep traaeverse fissure from the rest of the 
tnmonr, appeared to represent the last phalanx. 

Microscopically, the soft parts of the mass showed cells, from one to two 
tfaousandtba of an inch in diameter, and containing one or more nuclei, with 
oonsiderable granular matter. In these parts, a structureless or fibrous tii«ue 
was found, in which naked naclei were imbedded and interspersed with the 
above cells. The cartilaginous-looking portions showed a tendency to the 
formation of irregular, cartilaginous corpuscles; but there were none seen that 
were well marked. 

The wound healed rapidly after the operation. 

Wound of rte Heart. — Case reported and specimen shown by Dr. H. G. 
ClfAKK. The patient, a young man, 21 years of age, wns sbibbcd with a 
fiommon dirk-knife, and died in twenty or thirty minutes. After receiving the 
wound, he ran up stairs, and then fell baekwards, or was knocked down over 
■everul of the stairs, where he lay until he was taken up and carried to the 
watch-house. When seen by I>r. C., about ten minntcs before his death, he 
was pulseless, though a feeble and distant action of the heart was perceived; 
occasionally, a feeble inspiration ; lips somewhat snblivid, and face moderately 
pale. Dark blood was oozing slowly from the wound; the quantity that was 
lost altogether being probably about a pint. The external wonnd was half an 
inch in length ; the knife grazed the left edge of the sternum, nearly cut off 
the cartilage of the seventh rib, made a wound in the pericardium an inch 
m length, and a penetrating wound through the right ventricle half an inch 
' in length and one inch from the apes. The cavity of the pericardium con- 
tained about four ounces of coagulated blood. 

Dlilocntirm wkhtmt Fracture betirvtn the Fourth and Fifth Uervical Vert^ 
hr». Case reported and specimen shown by Dr. H. 0. Clark. — The patient 
was a stout labouring man, 30 years of age ; and in an affray with another 
equally powerful, his antagonist got his head between bis knees, beat him 
ma^b brutally, and then hnrled him with great force upon the ground. From 
that moment he lost all power of motion and sensation below the seat of injury; 
the respiratory muscles, as well as the extremities, were palsied; the urine 
dribbled away, and he had involuntary dejections from the operation of a 
cathartic. On account of great distress in the neck, he was bled to about a 
|nnt, after which be appeared to sink, and in less than thirty-six hours from 
' the lime of the accident he died. 

On dissection, there was found dislocation upon both sides between the foorth 
and Bfth cervical vertebrie, with considerable displacement, but without frac- 
ture of the bones; the intervertebral substance, however, being of course 
broken through. Spinal marrow completely broken down to the extent of about 
half an inch. Muscles considerably bruiaed, with sonio cffuaon of blood 
between the vertobrm and the theca, but none witbin this last. 

AprilW. — Oearitit. Dr. CoALE. — The patient had suffered for seven 
yeare with symptoms referred by her attending physician to prolapsus uleri; 



328 Extracts from Soc. far Med. ImproBtmcnt. 

there was violent patD at the menstriml periods, and also at other timet; pain 
and sense of weight in the baek, and pain of very acute character in the front 
I of the abdomen darting back to the renal regions; an opiate treattuent, alone, 
» had been followed ; on examination per raginam, Dr. C. detected the ngbt 
I OTory enlarged, burdened, and very tender to the touch ; there was but a ivty 
I t^ig^U degree of prolapsus of the womb ; an issue over the region of the io- 
I flamed ovary, and qoioia were ordered. Dr. C. thinks this affection is \ery 
L often overlooked ; relief was obtained by the above treatment. 

I AiKxuof the Brain after a fall upon a Natl. Case reported by Dr. Bow- 
I IHTCH. — A boy, iBt. 19 months, who, from birth, bad been always well, 
I except ocaarionally ab'ght trouble from bis teeth. On >larch 27, 1S52, fell 
I backwards from eome steps. The distance was about two feet, and in fuUiog 
I he struck a door and probably the baek of his head upon one of the steps, and 
I finuUy it rested upon a broken carpet.nail, one-third of an inch long, and which 
I bad a jagged end. The force of the blow was sufficient to drive the nul fnlly 
I into the head. The child cried lustily for a few minutes, and then quicUy 
I submitted to its extraetion, which was performed by the mother with some 
I difficulty. Immediately afterwards he seemed to think no more of it, cno- 
I &iucd aa playhil as ever, and was, perhaps, even more roguish than usual for 
I tbree or four days; Bt the end of this time (the parent thinks on Wednesday, 
I the Slst) he vras not quite well. His sickness was attributed to two teeth, 
I tbe gums over which were very much swollen, and the attack seemed like 
I what be had had at previous times. A day or two before, he had ea[«n largdy 
I of orange-peel, preserved lime, and other indigestible substances ; on Than- 
I day, April 1, be vomited. He then desired to be carried in the arms of the none, 
r Md would lay his head upon her shoulders. The swelling and redness produced 
}>y the blow had disappeared under cold water-dressings, and the wound is the 
Bcalp was nearly healed. Usually, in the morning, be was better than at a 
later period of the day; but be played loss than usual ; his appetite was dimi- 
nifhed. In other reapeeta he seemed well. 

On Monday evening, April 4, his attendant found more difficulty than usual 
in getting him to sleep, and before long he awoke and vomited ; seemed in a 
stupor, with bis eyes fixed. Dr. B. saw him half an hour afterwards. The 
patient was sitting In his mother's lap, with eyes open, calm, but staring siraigbl 
forward without noticing any object that was placed before them. The papib 
were dilated ; occasional slight twitches of the bands and of the moBcles obonl 
the face. Bcspiration regular ; slight motion of mouth and throat as of swal- 
lowing. Dr. B. foond that, in addition to the orange-peel and lime before 
taken, be had likewise swallowed some canary-seed on the morning of tbedsj 
of the visit. The gums of two upper bicuapides were very tense ; the pul» 
was quick ; the skin not very hot. The gums were lanced without relief, and 
be soon fell into a general convulsive action of the eitremities. An emetic of 
calomel and ipecacuanha was given, and a warm bath administered. Subse- 
quently, sinapisms were put to the feet ; cold applications to the bead. Id 
about an hour he recovered ; had free emcsia and catharsis with removal of 
undigested food, and fell asleep, lie awoke the next morning consuious and 
smiling as if wholly well. 

From this ^me he continued to improve, and on the 6th, 7fh, and forvnooD 
of 8th, appeared to his parents perfectly well, though a little weak. Dr. B. had 
onlered that nothing should be given for food but the mothe/s milk, ar, it 
need be, cream and water and a little grated biscuit. At dinner, on the 8tb, 
he began 1« eat heartily of potato, and while doing so he suddealy ■! 
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and put bis band to hU bead as if in pain, and from that time eicliCDcd tincw. 
He, bowever, bad no aeriouB eonvnlaion until the afternoon of the 1 Otb, when 
Dr. B. was again called and found him affected as at the first visit. During 
the evening he cried out as one annoyed] and abont 2 A. M. Bcreamed aloud 
U if in great agony, and passed into convuUions. From this period until his 
death, about midday of the 12th, he hod miuiifest cephalic symptoniB; eyelids 
half open ; pupils large, insensible to light at first ; at times, strabismus ; at a 
Bubseqiient period pupils irregularly acted on by light; limbs always rigid; 
arms rather flexed, and frequently seixed with tremors and more firm contrac- 
tions, accompanied by moans. Occasional vomiting, sighing respiration, and 
» little cough at last The treatment consisted of leeching ; calomel daily, at 
first in cathartic and afterwards in alterative doses; cold applications to I be 
bead, and finally blisters, 
' Aubipsi/, tuxnli/-tu!o hours afier dealA. — Limba flaccid; slight congestion 
of scalp behind left ear where Icccbos were applied; none elsewhere ; spot 
irhere nail entered scarcely perceptible, and corresponding part of external 
table of slcull still more difficolt to discover; skull removed easily. On 
examining internal table a small funncl-Eike fracture, about ODC-eigbth of 
ftn inch in diameter at base, composed chiefly of spioula of bone very 
minute, and projectiog sharply from one-sixth to one-eighth inch, and through 
the dura mater. A small aperture was found in the dura mater, a tittle lymph 
was about this, surrounding which was a circular spot one-half inch in size of 
intense redness. Ilura mat«r elsewhere well, bat at this point it vii^ so adhe- 
rent by means of a layer of recent lymph (one inch by ono-holf inch), that it 
could nut be raised without rupturing an abscet« in the middle of the posterior 
lialf of the right hemisphere. This cavity was as large as an English walnut. 
It contained a purulent detritus. Its walls were soft but rough and red, and 
spotted with numerous bright red dots or points of extravasation. They were 
easily scraped off in a diffluent state to the depth of nearly one-fourth of an 
iDch, and the parts adjacent were of a yellowish hjte, and softer than usual to a 
Btill greater distance. The rest of the cerebrum was of normal consistence. 
The cavity communicated with the right lateral ventricles by b small aperture. 
The interior of this, with the plexus, was wanting in polish, and lined appa- 
rently with the detritus above named; it was, perhaps, larger than uai^, 
Loft ventricle of normal size, but contained some pale turbid liquid. 

Over the anterior and outer parts of the left hemisphere, and extending in 
■ less degree down towards the base of the cerebrum, wcro several large 
opaque white Spots, evidently thin, subarachnoid purulent efi'msions. Very 
little lymph over the optio nerves. 

The cerebellum was soft in both lobes at its posterior and superficial parts, 
cspei'ially in its left hemisphere. Fourth ventricle well. Vivid congestion 
of the surface in two small spots at the base of both hemispheres. 

BleUulla oblongata, well. 

Organs of thorax and abdomen healthy ; no indigestible food in alinicntary 
canal. 

N<.-ural<iic Operiitioiis. — l>r. J. Mason Warren related the following case. 
The patient was a. lady, 35 years of age, who, nine years before, was seized, 
while pregnant, with a severe pain in the tip of the forefinger of the right hand. 
The only cause she could attribute it to was the too free use of the needle. 
The pain had gradually iQcrcasod, affecting the arm and shoulder, and, finally, 
other parts of the body on the same side. Every remedy, which the experience 
of distjngaisbod surgeons in the vicinity could suggest, bod been ine&ctually 
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tried. She was informed by Dr. W. Uiftt the suceesa of an operation wm 
doubtful. Aside from the ubore disease her health fras otherwise good, and 
she was in good flesh. The oppearaocc of the finger was somewhat red, and 
iho motioua impaired. It woald not bear the slightest examiDtttion withont 
the most escessivD snffering. The patient being etfaeriied, on inoidon wu 
made a little in front of the inner aspect of the finger, the digital nerve ex* 
posed, and about half an inch of it excised. The same operation was repealed 
on the oth?r side. 

The operation had been followed bj the most complete success; tfae patient 
was heard from some months afterwards perfectly free from a recurrence of 
her disease. Dr. W. referred to an operation similar to the above done by 
Dr. Buckmineter Brown, and reported in the Tnintaclimg of the Sodetj. 
These cases he thought interesting on account of the discredit into which the 
divisioQ of nerves for neuralgic affections had of late years fiillen. At a sab- 
sequent meeting, he mentioned the case of neuralgia of the lower jaw, already 
reported, in which be had trephined that bone at its angle, and removed half 
an inch of the nerve, the operation being successful so fur as he is acqoainlfid 
with the after history. 

Dr. Sargent, of Worcester, Astiocial« Member of the Society, spoke of two 
cases in his own practice ; the first he observed in a nervous fcmde who had 
pricked the ulnar side of the palm of the hand near its articulation with the 
tittle finger ; tho neuralgic pain, in this instance, was evidently in the tkin ; 
very slight touch causing exquisite pain, while forcible, deep pressure did not; 
the touch of a feather upon the afiocted hand and arm produced acute suSer- 
ing ; the hand tpriixgtng up convulsively at Buch touch ; the pain first appeared 
in the seat of the injury. Dr. S. applied cantharides plaster, and then inorphia 
to the cutis, repeating them three or four limes ; the treatment was followed 
with relief at each application, and after two or three weeks there was no 
recurrence of pain. The same patient afterwards injured the other handwi^ 
a pin, neuralgic pain of like kind supervened j similar treatment was followed 
speedily by a like result. Dr. S. alluded to analogous cases of long persisl- 
enoe, in which atrophy of the affected parts occurs; he has met with snch ; of 
neuralgia confined to the tkin he haJ seen but two or three esses. A few yean 
since, Dr. 8. saw a man who had severe neuralgic puin supervene in the cic^ 
trix of a cut which he had received on the dor^ a^ipuct of one of the thumbs 
near the nail; a, touch upon the scar caused great puin, which extended np 
the arm; bliiiterB were ineffectual; an incision was productive of immediUe 
and outiro relief. 

Dr. Pabkma.n mentioned the case of a female of middle age, wounded bj 
B needle in the ball of the thumb ; spa.smodia pain supervened extending le 
the entire arm, with severe spasms of the limb ; free crucial incision afforded 
complete relief ; the affection was of two or three years' continuance. 

Dr. Brown remarked that, in the case reported by him and referred to by 
Dr. Warren, morphia applied to tho blistered surface, and, indeed, every other 
known remedy was wholly ineffectual ; the excision of a portion of ihe nerve 
was at onee and entirely successful ; no return of the disease. 

Dr. Havwahd, Sen., spoke of cuses in which, a piece of a nerve bt- ing re- 
moved, no relief was experienced. Dr. H. cited a case in which Dr. IVarren, 
Sen., removed an inch of the ulnar nerve for relief of neuralgic pain conse- 
qnent upon a braise of the arm and injury to the nerve, not the least relief 
of the pain followed ; the patient, a young woman, linally submitted to ampu- 
tation of the limb. 

Dr. Parkuah said tbat, in a case in which he divided the nerve at tb« 
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mental fOTamen, last saminer, with apparently permanent relief^ the neuralgia 
has retomedy and now pervades the entire face. 

Apparent tmmuntty from the action of Scarlet Fever Poi$on in certain 
perwns immerted in Tobacco Smoke, — Dr. Kneeland mentioned this in- 
Btanee, which was related to him by a physician. It is, at least, a carious 
ooincidence, if nothing more. 

In the midst of a district completely invaded by scarlatina, certain Irish 
fiunilies, in which ^bacco fumes constantly pervaded the atmosphere, en- 
joyed entire immunity from attacks of the disease. Two Irish families, 
ihe only ones in which no tobacco was used, were visited severely by the 
fever. 

Br. MiNOT referred to the remark of MM. Parent-Duch&telet, and Marcet, 
that workmen in tobacco are remarkably free from contagious diseases. 

Detachment, hy Violence, of the Extentor Tendon from the last Digital Phor 
lanx, — Dr. H. J. Biqelow reported three oases of this accident. Ist. A gen- 
tleman having had his hand caught between a running-band and a roller, over 
which it was passing, the middle finger was injured in such a way that he at 
once lost all power of extending the last phalanx ; nor has he yet recovered 
It, though the accident happened eight years ago. When the finger is ex- 
tended, which can be done otherwise very perfectly, this phalanx is strongly 
flexed. 2. A woman, when making a bed five years ago, struck the middle 
finger, and the same result followed, dd. A young lady struck the back of 
the hand sharply, but not forcibly, and with the same result. This case has 
occurred recently. All three of these oases have been treated for some time 
with a straight splint, but with very little, if any, benefit 

Dr. B. hais never met with any notice of such an accident as the one above 
described ] but can give no other explanation of what happened. 

Cerebral and Intettinal Diteate, — Dr. Storer presented the following case, 
to which he was called in consultation, for the notes of which he is indebted 
to Dr. FoLTS ; and for the account of the pott-mortem appearances to Dr. 
Elus, by whom the dissection was made, in connection with Dr. Homans, 
Jr., and in presence of Dr. Folts. 

B. H., astat 84 ; married ; formerly a sea captain, but for six years past 
has been agent for a line of packets. 

Dr. Folts having been in attendance upon the family of the patient, more 
or less, since January 7, had noticed that Mr. H. was sallow, and that he 
complained much of pain in the head, but he was able to attend to his busi- 
ness as usual. 

On the 25th of March, Dr. F. was called early in the morning, and found 
him suffering from pain in the right ear, so intense that he had been walking 
about the room during the whde night. Pulse 54. 

Several days before, he was attacked with severe pain in the nose and between 
the eyes, which disappeared afier a copious discharge of bloody serum from 
nostrils, a sensation as of " something breaking" having preceded the latter. 

The pain in the ear continued unabated until the following morning, when 
vomiting supervened, immediately excited by any motion of the head. Pulse 
still below 60. A few hours later, he began to complain of pain in the head, 
that in the ear, however, still predominating. In the afternoon of the same 
day, the pulse became somewhat accelerated, and the vomiting mostly sub- 
sided, but recurred on exposing the eyes to the light, which also caused diisi- 
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11688. A discbarge of bloody 8eram from tbe ear^ wbiob bad oommenoed on 
the previotu eyeniDg, contmued tbrooffh the greater part <rf this day. The 
ear was then examined, and the membrane of the tympanum found ragged, 
and nearly destroyed by ulceration. 

The pain in the head increased raindly, and for two days and nights was so 
severe as almost entirely to prevent sleep; at first^ shooting from the right 
ear, through the temple, to yorteiL and aherwards oomplaiiwd of mostly in 
the occiput. The heat of tbe head was at the same time intense. 

The vomiting recurred once or twice, but did not won become a trouble^ 
some symptom. The pulse rose from 60 ik> 80 and 100. 

The pain in the head subsided so much on the 28th that he slept quietly 
during the first part of the nisht : but at one o'clock had a thin, black, fetid 
discharffc from the bowels, which had previously been costive. This was fol- 
lowed by several others of the same character, portions of lymph in a tubu- 
lar form beinff thrown off with the first two. He immediately began to sink, 
and died at 10 o'clock A. H., March 29. 

Auicpt^f five hown after ckaih : — 

Exiemci^, — Great cadaveric rigidity. No marked emaciation. 

Brain. — Vessels of dura maler well filled, but no marked congestion; the 
membrane itself not abnormaL 

On the removal of the dura mater, there was seen, under Uie arachmdj and 
covering more or less completelv tne anterior half of the convexity of the 
fanun, a laver of thidc pus, which exhibited but little or no disposition to 
escape on mcision. This same deposit was present also in the form of smaller 
patches, laterall v and posterioriy, and at tne base extended from the optic 
commissure to the point where the spinal cord was divided, filling the various 
depressions over which the arachuoid is spread. Both sides equally affected. 

The lateral ventricles were distended by about ^i of serum, which appeared 
perfectly clear as it escaped, but at the posterior and most dependent part 
were a few very small yellowish-white flocculi. The lining membrane of the 
cavities presented no trace of inflammation. The posterior part of the choroid 
plexus had a vesicular appearance, as if composed of a string of transparent 
Deads, varying from one to three lines in diameter. 

The substance of the brain was of natural consistence, and not unusually 
vascular. 

Temporal hone, — On exposing the petrous portion of the right temporal 
bone, its surface was found intact; but immediately beneath, and seen, as it 
were, through a transparent layer, a marked vascularity was noticed, cod- 
trasting strongly with the appearance of the corresponding part of the bone 
(m the opposite side. 

On exposing tbe tympanum, and the numerous cavities which extend from 
the point to the base of the petrous portion, they were found filled with dirty 
pus, the bone being everywhere quite vascular; no sequestrum seen. A probe 
passed freely through the meatus extemus into the cavity of the tympanum, 
where the ossicula were found in a healthy state. 

Ethmoid bone. — Portions of the cribriform plate of the ethmoid were cut 
away, but no disease was discovered beneath. 

Intestines. — ^The intestines contained a considerable quantity of dark green 
liquid feces. 

Ilenm. — Strongly marked transverse folds, resembling the valvulse conni- 
ventes, existed in the last two or three feet The mucous membrane of this 
part was much inflamed, and covered by a slight deposit of lymph, discolored 
by thefeect. 
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Lonje inteitine. — The intemnl surface everywhere of a more or lees dark 
red colour, showing a high degree of JaflonimatioD ; thin patches of lymph, 
from one to two inches in dioincter, heing here and there observed, stained by 
the contents of the intestine, The mucous membrane was exceedingly thin, 
the injection of its vessels enabling one to easily estimate its thickness. No 
marked ulcoration. 

Falm membrane. — The two or three separate portions, in which the mem- 
brane came away, would, united, measure about one foot. These were opaque, 
of a dirty white colour, stained internally by the feces, and abont a line in 
thickness, the external surface presenting numerous small crypts. 

Under the microscope, the membrane appeared to be composed of a. gra- 
nular and fibroid substance and epithelium, but bore no trace of organization, 

The other organs were ezamined, but nothing remarkable discovered. 

Siippoted Ship Fever. — The following letter, from Dr. James F. Harlow, 
of Boston, describing the case, was read to the Society by Dr. Coale : — 

" I saw Mrs. P., aged 34, for the first time, on Sunday, March 13. On 
the day previous, she had suffered with chills, followed by heat and perspira- 
tion. I fonnd her feverish, with a severe headache, and countenance dusky 
and ezpresnve of ansiety ; extreihely nervous; pulse about 120, rather feeble. 
As she had already taken an active cathartic, I merely gave her a mild emctjo, 
which sensibly relieved her head. On the following day, with the exception 
of her head symptoms, she was not so well. She continued to grow worse 
till her decease. About a week after my first visit, delirium came on, which 
was mitigated by the uae of ammonia during the day, and morphia at bed- 
time to secure sleep. For four or five days before her death she passed her 
nrine involuntarily; her tongue was dark nud dry, and pain was felt over the 
ccccnm. On the third day before she died she emitted a strong ammoniacat 
odour ; and I perceived a dusky reddish-brown eruption upon her, resembling 
the eruption in ship fever. At last, subsullua came on ; then ooma and dys]>- 
nma, and she expired on Friday morning, the 25th. Througboat her disease, 
her urine was scanty, and darker than natural, and twice she was attacked 
with epistaxia. Her bowels were never moved except by an aperient." 

The interesting point in the above case, which was visited by Dr. Coale 
three tim^ in consultation with Br. Uarlow, is that a case of ship fever, which 
it undoubtedly was, should have occurred without any possibility of contagion 
Laving anything to do with it, in a remarkably elevated, open part of the city, 
and in a well-ventilated house. The patient had previously been subject to 
mcuorrhagia, and had aborted several times, with profuse flooding following. 

April 25. — Mercurial Polaming. — Dr. Bacon reported the case, which 
occurred in the practice of Br. E. Wales, of North Eastou, Massachusetts, 
and exhibited the stomach of the patient, u boy ten years old ; also, reduction 
tubes containing sublimed mercury obtained from the mucoua membrane, and 
from the contents of the Btomach. 

The hoy was in good health until the evening of Saturday, the 16tU inst., 
when, after a supper of baked beans with vinegar, ho was seized with vomit- 
ing, and di^harged the contcntH of his etooiach. He then retired to bed, 
and appears to bive rested quietly until between 7 and 8 o'clock A.M., when 
be vomited two or three times, and asked for water, which was given him. 
During the night, he had passed a fccnl dejection in the bed. He complained 
once of pain in the stomach and bowels; but was easy a^r the vomiting, and 
very soon died, apparentiy of exhaustion. No medicine wae administered. 
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At tbe autopsj, the Btomach and port of tbe alimentarj caaol are reported 
to have been influmed, elu<1 io spots corroded. When Dr. B. mw thestomach, 
two days afterwards, patciies of the mucous membrane along the greater cur- 
Tature were muoh corruguted, rather firm in texture, and of a nbilisL colour. 
The roost disorganized portion was near the right end of the etomach. The 
whitish spots were uuirounded bj a broad margin, of a green colour, on its in- 
ner border, which gradual); passed into a puJe brown on the exterior, »nd 
finally into tbe UDiforni pink colour of the rest of the surface, which appeared 
noruial,or nearly so. The green tinge was probably caused by bile, brought iuU> 
the stomach from the duodenum, and infiltrated into those portions of the 
mucous membriiue whose vitality was destroyed by the paisoD, without retftin- 
iug much of it. Tbe exterior of the stomach was stained green in one smaU 
spot, but was otherwise healthy. There was some serous infiltration of the 
submucous cellular tissue under the most disorganized spot; but little or no 
thickening of the coats elsewhere. 

The stomach conluned about f JJBS of a thin rediliah fluid, of a fiiint aoid 
reaction, with a few buff-coloured flocculi. A very small amount of mercury 
was detected by Dr. B,, in solution in tbe fluid, and a larger proportion in m 
insoluble form, in the disorcanized mucous membrane ; proving that stme 
corrosive salt of mercury liadbeeo talien into the stomach, which act«d chemi- 
cally on the tissue. No other poisououa substance was discovered. It could 
not be ascertained whether corrosive sublimate, or some other mercurial pre- 
paration, had been taken. 

Jprilll. Dr. Charles K. Ware reported a case of Puerperal ifnnia. — 

The subject was a young woman years of age, frail, and who bad bsca 

feeble, with some threats of miscarriage during the last months of pregnaoey- 
She was confined March 28, of a feeble child, which was with difficulty mada 
to breathe, and which survived only a few days. She had no secretion of 
milk. The infant was buried April 4. The mother appeared quite tranquil 
through the afternoon, and fell asleep in the evening as calmly as usual- Id 
the middle of the night she awoke as if from a dream, or in a fit of m^tt' 
marc, id a state of great agitation, and her reason entirely gone. Altbqngh 
the catheter was parsed, no urine was obtained during fifty hours, and then 
only one and a half pints. She had no febrile sympWrns. Her pulse was at 
84. She slept very little. On tbe morning of the 7 th, she awoke with her 
mind perfectly clear and natural, but Id quite a feverish state and with • 

Eolsc of 120. Her face was flushed, her skin hot, and her tongue dry. Sho 
ad a good evacnation from tbe bowels, and passed her urine naturally. She 
look food freely, which she had before refused. 

This lucid interval continued on til 11 o'clock at night, when ^he again be- 
came maniacal, and was much more active in the exhibitions of bcr ineaaitf 
thaD at first; constantly talking and screaming. Sho had passed no nrint 
since tbe morning. Her pulse, which had been accelerated during the Incid 
interval, again fell to 84. During the oight she had little sleep. All h<ff 
feverish symptoms had subsided. She took her food more readily thao 
during the first interval. In the morning, about half a pint of urine was 
drawn off. 

On the nth, she again had a lucid interval of five or sis hours, during 
which there was agmn the same febrile reaction as before, and, as before, she 
again evacuated her bowels and bladder naturally, being dependent npos the 
catheter and medicine during her icsaaity. She then again fell into lh« ilate 
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of mania, aod oontinued for five or six weeks graduallj recoveriDg her ruasoD, 
and preeentiDg Qothiug peculiar id Ler sjntptoms. 

The points of interest were the instaDtaaeouatiega of the sttnck, and the 
ftlmost iDstantaneaus tronsitioas from iQii.iiia to sanity, and from sanity to 
Biania ; together with the sudden febrile attack on the return of reasoD ; iU 
eoDtinuance during the lucid interval, and return to a natural 8tal« of the 
circulation on the occurrence of mania. 

April 25. E.rlensiKe Caneeroug Diieate 0/ llie Le/l Extntmil^ of the Sto- 
macA. — Case repotted hy Dr. J, B. S, Jackson. The patient was a female, 
.thirty-two years of age. Entered the Hospital in December; had been dys- 

Kptic for a year, and hod had dysphagia since August; appetite quite good ; 
t the food seemed to be thrown off before reaching tiie slomauli ; it would 
•top, apparently, for a moment or two at the lower extremity of tho (esopha- 
gus, and, after a little gurgling, a small portion would pass into the stomach, 
and the rest would he regurgitated. There had been loss of fleeb and etrength 
for three months; and, after admission, she became very much reduced. 
Disease of the stomach w!i9, of course, thought of, hut as no tumour was ever 
.felt in the epigastrium, a probang was introduced ; this, at Grst, seemed to pass 
into the stomach, but, on farther examination, it was decided that it entered 
a very little way, if at all, into the organ, and that there was, probably, a 
mechanical obstacle at the cardiac orifice. There was much pain at the epi- 
gastrium; and, towards the last, an entire loss of appetite.'. 

On dissection, the whole left estrcmity of the stomach was destroyed by 
fiiul, dark cancerous ulceration, the disease involving tbc lower estreniity of 
the ccsophaguB. The fundus and body of the uterus were infiltrated with 
cancerous deposit, the organ thus far being thickened, though not apparently 
enlarged ; cenix and oa uteri healthy. Similar disease was found, to some 
extent, in the lungs and bronchial glands. 

Dr. J, reported the case more particularly for its hearing on the diagnosis 
of stricture of the ccsopLagus. Some years ago he examined a case of ence- 
phaloid disease, not of the Ic^ extremity of the organ, but of the cardiac 
orifice, and which had been mistaken for stricture; the patient eiporicnciug 
considerable relief from the probang, probably from its breaking down the 
soft masses that obstructed the passage. 

Exei$wn of ike Shouliler-Joint for Cnria. — Dr. J. Mason Wabreb. 
The patient was sixty years of age. Three years ago, the disease first 
manifested itself by a pain in the shoulder-joint. Within the last year, 
iwellings have occurred about the middle and outer part of the arm, 
which being opened gave issue to a large quantity of pus. Other collections 
of pus afkrwards appeared on the inner side of the arm, and over the pec- 
toral muscle. Explorations by means of a probe, through theBC apertures, did 
not discover any dead bone. In the mean time, the motions of the tihouldcr- 
joint had gradually become almost abolished, and the pain and great purulent 
discharge were vcaring out the patient's constitution. About four months 
since, Dr. W. made an incision from the opening nearest te the shoulder- 
joint, towards the head of tho bone, where be suspected the disease was 
ntuated. By this incision, a small portion of the os humeri was exposed, 
in a oarioua state. The wound was kept open, and the free exit of pus 
afforded some temporary relief. The carious portion of bone detected being 
AO small, and anchylosis having partially taken place, it was hoped that the 

« might be ultimately effected in that way. After waiting a month with- 
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ODt an improTement of the syniptoms, tbe patient was etherize] and tbc pn- 
vious inciBJon enlarged. It was now found possible, by the free exploralioD 
afforded by etberiEation, to csamine fidly as to the amount of disease. From 
half to two-thirds of the os humeri was in a, carious state, and the slt-noid 
oavity in the same eondition; at the back part of the joint, false ancnylosis 
had taken place. No hesitation was now felt aa to the necessity of an opera- 
tion, especially as the patient's health was becoming seriously affected from 
tbe profiLse discharge and irritation. The operation was as follows : A trian- 
gular Sap was raised from the shoulder, so as to expose the head of the bone. 
The strong adhesions between it and the socket were next cut through, which, 
with a little dissection, allowed the head of the bone to be turned out and 
Bawed off by means of a small handsaw. The socket, being similarlv dis- 
eased, was next removed by the cutting-forceps. Two or three suturcti, witL 
kdhesive plaster, brought the edges of the wound into apposition. The 
paUent has since done well. The strength of the arm and its nattinl 
Mnsations have been restored, and he is able to employ it in many of the 
necessary duties of life. The discharge from the various sinuses is grodnalijr 
decreasing, and the large cavity, left by the removal of so extensive a diKue, 
has filled op by granulation. His health is excellent. It is possible that, 
from the long euDtinuance of the disease, exfoliations may still take place; 
but all the symptoms, at present, indicate ultimate recovery. 

May^. Perforation of ihe Liteame in a Gate, of Simple D la rrhera.— 
The case occurred in the practice of Dr. Ezra Palmer, Jr. A female, 
aged thirty-nine years. The diarrho^ came on two months befom dMlh, 
baving been preceded by dyspeptic symptoms, obstinate constipation, lod 
genor^ debility. The dischargeB were generally liquid, bilious, and witboni 
mucus or tenesmus; occasionally oolorleSH mucus, with tenesmus; uenr 
much pain; confined to bed. Perforation took place four days before de&lb; 
marked by a sudden attack of severe pain, with exoesaive prostration. 

On dissection, there was found a large effusion of pus in the abdomiDtl 
cavity, with some serum ; omentum very red. Tbe large intestine conlained 
much fecal matter, notwithstauding the diarrhoea; and was very eKteDBivelj 
ulcerated from the cajcum to the commencement of the rectum. To & cott- 
giderable extent very little mucous membrane remained. No thickeoine, n« 
induration of submucous cellular membrane; much burrowing of ^c«n, 
muscular coat clearly dissected where exposed. Almost no discoloration. 
Bemaining rancous membrane apparently quite healthy. The perfonilioo 
was in the arch of the colon, and a lino or more in diameter. Small int«- 
tine healthy. Liver fawn-coloured, and quite fat, though not colurgcd u 
usual. Lungs not tubercular. 

The ocourrcnoe of perforation in a case of simple diarrhoea would baidij 
enter into our calculation iu giving a prognosis. 

Kt RemarknUe Cloture of the External Orifice of the Ear. — Reportod bf 
\ Dr. Cabot. The subject of this affection is about twenty-three yexra old. 
When a young child, there was some trouble at the external orifice of tho 
left ear, for which an application was mode which caused great sorencw, &o>, 
. After nhich the orifice of the car became completely closed : there has betn 
BO power of hearing on that side, since ; occasionally, there has boeu pWD 
and uneasiness there. On examining the external car, there is no appear- 
e of any orifice, nor any cicatrix or mark, snch as one might expect to 6ihL 
' g the original poaitioa of the orifice; the tragus was very low MM 
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incouspicuous, and the whole lower part of the concha was closed by a. tissue 
whose siur&ce wag only slightly depressed, and which tvas of the sanio colour 
Bud appearaocc as the parts on either side. On makiog a souod, by clickiag 
the fioger-naila of the thumb and forefinger together, while in contact with 
the bone near the auditory canal, it was found that the nerve was in good 
condition, and, taking the tragus for a guide, Br. C. passed a narrow and sharp 
knife-biade in the direction of the canal, as nearly as he could judge : after 
passing the knife in, to the depth of a quarter of an inch or a little more, the 
cavity of the external ear was reached; the instrument had penetrated the 
very lowest part; in other words, the tragus had been pulled very Inw down, 
as related to the passage. The incision was consequently enlarged by two 
outs, one upward and a Httle forward, the other upward and a little backward; 
K tent of compressed sponge was then introduced. The hearing was very 
perfect as soon as the opening was made. 

Extra- Uterine FiKtatinn. — Dr. Put.vam reported the case of a patient whom 
lie had visited with Dr. Geo. Babtlett. 

She was thirty years old ; bod been nmrricd ten years ; bad never been 
pregnant. Menstruation had been regular untjl the 15tb of Nov. 185'2. On 
the 1st of December, she bad a sudden and somewhat copious discharge of 
blood from the vagina. 

On the Ist of January, 1853, while making an effort to evacuate the 
bowels, she was seized with severe pain ia the lower part of the abdomea. 
She fainted, and remained for five hours very cold, with feeble pulse. 

March 17. — Has had more or less pain at every fecal evacuation since the 
first attack. Was quite comfortable yesterday till 7 P.M., when she hud a 
loose dejection, aflcr having taken castor-oil. Suddenly, was attacked with 
excruciating pain; extreme prostration; pulse at times imperceptible; sur- 
&ce of the body moist and cold ; occasional vomiting. Brandy and laudanum 
were very freely administered, but she remained for fourteen hours in a 
hazardous condition. 

I9'A. — Abdomen somewhat tender on pressure. A tumour detected juat 
ftbove the puhes. By the vagina, the tumour, apparently the uterus con- 
uderably developed, b felt within two inches of the external organs; firm, 
not fluctuating. Neck of uterus softer and shorter than natural. Very little 
tenderness to touch. Constant slight bloody discharge from the vagina. 
Urine scanty; occasionally a retention, requiring the use of the catheter. 
Areoini brown ; follicles developed ; no uterine souffle. 

29fA. — Has had more or less pain up to this time. Has hod salivation, with 
soreness of mouth and throat; frequent vomiting; is greatly reduced id flesh. 
Bowels have been freely moved by costor-oil. FuTse 112. The tumour 
reaches nearly to the umbilicus, and is firm ; not much tenderness on pressure. 

Os uteri not dilatable ; cervix considerably effaced. The tumour feels 
broader, and has almost a stony hardness. 

April If). — For some days past has had some appetite. Pulse 100; less 
feeble. Has had several dejections, without pain ; but she continues to suffer 
a good deal from pain in the pelvis and abdomen. 

The tumour, which was very firm and prominent above the pubcs, is much less 
'Siatinctly felt there, and, towards the umbilicus, it gives the idea of diminished 
hardness, or as if a layer of some soft substance had been interposed between 
the tumour and the parietes of the abdomen. Percussion dull over pubes; 
resonant on each side. The os uteri is dilatable and more soft; otherwise, the 
tumour, as felt by the vagina, is as hard and immovable as before. 
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Moi/ 1. — Por n few days paat, baa been rapidly siokiag; now, palae 175. 
Rcapiration irregular, uud thoracic eurfaco of the abdomea hot; elsewhere, 
quite cold. 

For the most part UDCODHcioue. Died, )Iay 3. 

l^M-mortem exarainattoD, tneoty-four hours after death. Ou laying open 
the abdomen, the tumour was seen to be imbedded iu the coavolutioog of Uie 
iutestiac, Its upper portion being a thin fluctuating sao; its lower pelvic por- 
tion snlid. It was everywhere adherent; and on the first attempt at remoral 
the aoc was ruptured, and about twelve ounces of brown liquid poured oat, 
together with semi&uid ooagula. The solid portion was then separated from 
the posterior surface of the pelvis, together with the uteriu, which was bound 
down upon it in front ; the rectum had been pushed aside and adhered 
on the lefl, and both ovaries upon its lower surface. Upon turning up its 
posterior fuce, the fcotus appeared lying in the sac, nearly enveloped in plir 
ceDta. The uterus was four and a quarter inches in length, about an inch 
and a quarter longer than natural. Width at the fundus, two inches; at the 
neck, three quarters of an iuch. No deciduous membrane existed. The 
foetus was about four mouths; the placenta was larger than is usual at that 
period. 

It was difficult to make a satisfactory diaipiom't, or to suggest a probabla 
explanation of the most prominent phenomena, viz. the four distinct attat^ 
of sudden and overpowering pain Id tbe abdomen ; one attack following ccutu!^ 
the other three being induced by tbe effort of defecation. The same is tms 
of the physical signs. External eEomination showed, apparently, a mngltt 
uniform tumour; while, by the vagina, a smooth firm surface was felt to eX' 
tend from the os uteri, as a centre, towards the circumference of the pelrii^ 
without furrow or line of demarcation between the uterus and the tumour, so 
closely were they moulded together. 

Ordinarily, the rational and physical signs of extnmterine fcctation resem- 
ble those of natural pregnancy, the differentia! diagnosis being founded cbieAy 
on the presence oF a distinct extra-uterine tumour, while the utoros undergoes 
certain modifications in size and structure. But this evidence may not be 
avulabic, as the relative proportions may be iBvertcd, the cyst small and oiU 
of reach, and the uterus of conaidemble size. Id the present case, there wu 
apparently no tumour independent of the uterus, uo fluctuation or halioue- 
tnent, and not even tbe imperfect sovfflc that sometimes BoetHupanles HO- 
dental fpviwths. 

On the other band, the salivation and sore mouth, tbe suppression of mot- 
struution, tbe fulness of the mammae and enlargement of tho follicles favoured 
the supposition of pregnancy. 

The autopsy fortunately cleoreil np the doubts, and showed tbe succeesaOB 
of pbenomcoa to have been probably thus : The ovule, by some means, wu 
lodged upon tbo peritoneum, or within the fold of tho broad ligament. It 
there sent out its filaments, and established for itself a maintenance. No 
difficulty occurred until tho parts were stretched and the union to some extent 
separated by the stntining effort of defecation. One or more voaeels wen 
torn, blood effused, and then followed pain, faintness, and prostTBtion, Iht 
symptoms of nervous shock. The effusion was probably limited by adhesions. 
She rallied, and was convalescent, when a repetition of the effort induced a 
second and more severe attack. Under tbe effect of these violent shocks, 
of the continued local irritation, she gradually failed, and died witbin 
months of conception. 

Dr. Putnam added that bo Bhoold have remarked that tho mombmm 
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the ovum vere very distinct, and tLat the cyst appeared ia consist partly of 
peiitODeua, portly of ialse membrane. In a case of ventraJ pregnancy which 
he saw a few* years since, tbe membranes were apparently of the same character. 
The pntient lived till the completion of the full period of gestation. 

Tbe placenta, as before remarked, was attached to the region of the sacrum 
and to tbe rectum, and had attained an unusual size for the period of prcg~ 
nancy. Id some cases, it has been found upon the etomacb, mesentery, &c., 
ftnd it is a curious phyaiologioal feet that the peritoneal surface of any and 
BTcry organ can supply the place of the uterine vascular apparatus — that, 
practically, the peritoneum can assume a. Unction, for the dischargo of whi<di 
ft pecalisr sot of organs is exclusively appropriated. 

Male Organ* of Generatvm imperfecttj/ deve/oped. — This case occurred in 
the practice of Dr. B. E. Cottino, of Roxbury. The child had been regarded 
as a female, and when it was about two weeks old Dr. C. was called to operate 
npon it. The glans penis only appeared estemally, surrouuded, except on 
its under surface, by a pretty well-developed prepuce. Beneatb tbe glons 
was seen the orifice of the urethra, which might be mistaken for the cnlranco 
to n contracted va^na. Beneath the urethra was a well-marked rnph^, and 
on each side of this a loose fold of flesh, the testicles being felt at the ex- 
ternal ring. The child has recently died of pneumonia, at the ago of about 
three months, and the specimen was sent to tbe Society. 

Jttaj/ 23. Fluid Omgenitnl Cataract. — Dr. WllIJAlIS reported two ope- 
ntioQS on a boy about nine years of age, who had never enjoyed auy vision. 
Tbe cataracts were of very large mte, so that even when the pupil was largely 
dilated by atropia, no clear space existed between tbe circumference of the 
lens and tbe margin of the pupil. When tbe capsules were incised by the 
instrument, their milky contents were at once discbarged, not oven a nucleus 
of harder lenticular substance being perceived. Tbe capsules were exten- 
iively divided, and tbe next day both pupils were found almost entirely clear, 
only ElighC turbidity remaining at the bottom of the anterior chamber. No 
iD&uuimaCiou occurred, and he was able at once to commence learning to dis- 
tinguish objects by his eyes instead of by touch. 



Prdmged DHalation of the Os Cleri; with J'rotnisioii of ihn Mernbranei; 
unuauul Ddog of Dtiiuer;/. — Dr. Stoker read the account of the case, sent to 
him by Dr. C. Kollock, of Chcraw, 8. C. The following is a condensed 
Statement, taken from Dr. K.'s letter: — 

On the 2d of November, 1852, Dr. Kollock was called to visit a young 
woman, sixteen years and four mouths old, about seven months advanced iu 
her first pregnancy, and threatened with miscarriage, having had pains for 
ieVeral houia previous to the accoucheur's visit. The pains, when first ob- 
served by Dr. K., were "strong and. regular ;" examination, jwr vayinam, 
detected " no dilatation whatever" of the os uteri. Anodynes, in large doses, 
with sinapisms to the back and to the abdomen, were ordered. No perceptible 
effect from the remedies for more than an hour, and during that space of time 
tbe pains increased much in violence, and became more freijuent. When the 
remedies began to act, the patient became easy and disposed to sleep. A se- 
cond vaginal examination detected tbe os nteri dilated to the size of a f|uarter 
dollar, the membranous bag protruding half an inch, and presentation of the 
head made out through the membranes. Patient now slept soundly for from 
four to fivQ hours; awaking, she was entirely free from puin, and wished to 



340 Extraeli from Soc. for Med: ImpreKtmtnf. 

leave her bed. Vaginal eiarainatioii at thia time found dilatation of Ibe t» 
uteri and the protrudiug ntembranes tbo same as at the previous trial. The 
paticDt was left in charge of a aarse, with Jireotions to summon Dr. K. oa 
any return of the pains. 

November A. — Visited paueot, unsummoned. No pains; comfortable, ex- 
ocpt for constipation, referable to the anodyne remedies; a. mild aperieat 
directed. Eiaraination, ;jer raginam, found parts and contents iit atUm, 
Dr. K.'s Ttsits were now made every few days, with the iatcnijan of closely 
wafcbing for any chan^ in the interestiDg state of things. 

12(A. — "Patient sitting up, at work; walks about the house; free from piJD; 
appetite sod digestion good ; no ditBculty in evacuating tbc bowels or bbtdder; 
08 Uteri and membranes unchanged." 

'2'2d. — " Patient not so comfortable ; no uterine puns, but is troubled witb 
constipation and a difficulty in voiding urine caused by pressure of the Dt«nu 
on the neck of the bladder and on the lower bowels. Elevated utonu a 
little, and applied an 'abdominal supporter,' which had a happy effect; no 
change in oe uteri and membranes." 

Veeember 2. — " Patient feels perfectly well in all respects, ^'aginal M- 
amination detects no change." 

Wth. — " In all respects as on the 2d inst." 

X^Oi, — ■< Patient quite comfortable, with the escoptjon of some difficulty in 
locomotion, which, strange to say, had not existed at any time previous ; some 
little pain in the hack." Os ul«ri and membranes same as on the 2d of 
November. 

26(A. — "Was called to patient about 4 o'clock P. M. ; pains very slight; no 
increase in the dilatation of os uteri; membranes the same." 

Dr. K. concluded to remainwrith his patient, believing her to be at her fttll 
time. In the course of an hour, the pains became strong and regular; tbe 
OB Uteri dilated rapidly. " In exactly two hours from tie time of feeling tl» 
fir«t pain, she was delivered of a fine healthy child." Placenta came away ia 
thirty-five miuutes from the expulsion of the infant. 

" The mother has been perfectly well since the birth ; the cUilJ is as be&Uliy 
and fine-looking as the generality of children of its age." 

Dr. K. adds bis deckrution that he is positiTe no change took place in the 
state of the os uteri from the 2d of November to the 2Cui of December, tlie 
day of birth; unless, indeed, there were changcH between the exiimi nations 
prr vaijiiiam, which he considers not at all probable, At each cxuminntimi, 
Dr. K. was very careful to ascertain whether any oliange had taken place, asi 
he could never detect the slightent. Reference is made by^ Dr. K. to Cbmiuix, 
Kamsbotbaui, Dewecs, and Lee, as aSurding him " no satisfactory aolutioa of 
the problem" which, bo considers, the case presents. " Dr. Uoilge, nf Phila- 
delphia," adds Dr. K., " speaks of atony of tlie ulerinr Jibret prwiurrii If 
anndj/na:; but why (if such bo the explanation), ehoutd it continue so loD^ 
aud then action recommence just at th^ proper ttmef" 

[Dr. SUCKiNToan, quoted in Blundell's Prindpla and Pruclife of AKd- 
ini/cr}/ (English edition, p. 104), saja : " The rule, in practice, is not lo Icajo 
the p.atient ufter the os uteri is dilated to about the size of a crown pieca; 
but I have seen it as open as that a fortnight before the delivery, and once M 
the seventh month of pregnancy, though the child was carried the full timt. 
In this case, even a little of the liquor amnii was discharged. At tbo eightb 
month, I have found tbc oa uteri open to the sixo of half a crown, though tlia 
labours did not come on till the full time. When, in addition to the os utei! 
being thus mueb dilated, the pains are fall and strong, the patient must not 
bo lott."]— .^Tefujy. 
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IncnmplrJe Praclure of the Tibia and Fiinifa Dr. Grat related the case, 

which oocviiTecl in the pereon of a child, bix years old, who was standjog on 
&I1 iroD rail-fence, and, in tryiog to jump donn, wa.s caught by the heel and 
left hanging in that position : he was seen by Dr. G. in fifteen minutes after 
tiie accident; the leg was much swollen; no crepitus heard; fomentations 
vere applied, and the limb could afterwards be moved by the patient. It 
was supposed that there was efiumon into the soft parts ; subsequently, there 
VBB visible deformity; splints were applied for ten days, when the kg was 
found to be nearly strught; there is now only a slight unevennese of the 
tibia perceptible. 

Dr. Qray referred to tbo Appendix to the American edition of Sir A. 
Cooper's work on Fractures and DislocatioDs, for remarks upon similar caseS) 
under the title " Incomplete Fracture." 

Dr. Jackson mentioned a cose of partial fracture of the rib; the onter 
table being broken, the inner, not; also one ease wherein the fracture was 
viix vena ; the same thing has been observed in the clavicle. 

Dr. CoALE spoke of the recuperative power of nature in setting these bent 
bones straight; instancing a ease of a boy's arm, thus affected, and which 
the boy's father would not allow to bo set or touched by Dr. C. ; it, neverthe- 
less, came to be perfectly straight. 

Dr. Gray suggested that manipulation by the Other's hands might, in this 
instance, have brought tho limb straight, and then tbo bone was probably firm 
enough to keep it in tbo right position. 

Dr. Parkman mentioned a similar accident occurring to a stout boy of 
seventeen years, who was carried round a revolving cylinder; the bones of the 
forearm were bent at an angle of Ab", and could not be straightened by bend- 
ing them, eonveraely, over the knee; a splint partially remedied the difficulty. 

Dr. C. E. Ware related a case, observed by him in a child of four years ; 
nature did not remedy the deformity ; the hooea remained carved. 

Dr. CoALE thought that the muscles, at that age, might have sufficient 
power to retain the bones in a bent position. 

June 13, Operalion far Cataract an a Patient aged eiijh/y-eiffht. — Dr. 
Williams mentioned an operation for soft capsulo-Ienticular cataract on one 
of the oldest citizens of Boston, a gentleman upwards of eighty^jight years 
of age. He discovered the existence of cataract in his left eye, more than 
twenty years sine*; finding, on waking one morning, that ho could not see 
with this eye. The right eye continued useful till a short time since; but, 
within a few weeks, cataract has formed and vision has been lost. 

An operation was performed on tho left eye about the middle of March. 
As the lens did not offer pufficient resistance to the needle to admit of its 
being displaced, it was broken up, and the opaque portions of the capsule 
were removed, as much aa possible, from the field of the pupil. No inflam- 
mation followed; his usual habits were bo little interfered with that he was 
able to smoke his cigar every day after the operation, and the fragments of 
the lens rapidly disappeared by solution in the aqueous humour. 

A secondary operation was performed two months after the first, for the 
removal of a small portion of the posterior capsule which prevented distinct 
vision. Six days from this time be could see, with the aid of glasses, as well 
as ever, being able to read the ship-news, or tho finest print of a newspaper, 
with perfect readiness. 

The rapidity with which the lens was absorbed, at the advanced ago of the 
patient, and the perfect result, notwitbstaading the long disuse of the retina, 
render the case interesting. 
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Si'i'j'ifar rfpuled Oriyin of Gonorrhtm. — Dr. DobK£E reported % com of 
goDorrhaa, f rinoipatly on account of tha reputed matiDer of iU commanicft- 
tion to tho patient, who was a young married man, whom he had nttended for 
a cntanoous affection during the past winter. 

On tho aUt of March, the patii?iit complained of a. discharge from the 
penis, of slight scalding on passing nriue, and of ao itching gensatioD at inlcr- 
vaU, which had continued for the twontj-four previous hours. 

Upon examination, Dr. D. stated to the pntient that the discharge and the 
other syinptoma connected with it were such ns persons -hbuuIIj esperience 
afler intercourse with females of bad character; in other words, that he re- 
garded the case as one of goaorrhcoa. The patient replied that be did not sec 
how this could be; hia wife was in perfect health, and be bad never had inter- 
course with any other female. Dr. D. adhered to his opinion, and told the 
patient that he should prescribe as in any other case of gonorrhoea, and await 
the result ; and added that physiciaDs did not recognize but one way in which 
the disease could be commUDicatcd. The patient stAtcd that a few hours be- 
fore he discovered the discharge from the urethra, he had sexual intercouise 
with hia wife : in about a week after this, she also bad the same trouble, thus 
proving that the diaciue was gonorrbcea, and it was treated accordingly. 

At the second visit, the man stated that he had made known his oondition 
to his brother, who was somewhat younger than himself, and had been tnra- 
bled with gonorrhiEa for some time, and that on tho evening of Tuesday, the 
22d of March, ho attended a bail, on which occasion he wore the elder 
brother's pantaloons, which he took from a closet without permis^on, and, 
returning late at night, hung them up again in their place. Un the following 
Thursday morning, two days after the ball, the elder brother put on the b- 
feoted pantaloons, and thus he explained the origin of his urethral discbarge. 
The question U as to the tmthfutneas of this; and whether tLe laws which 
govern the action of animal matter, so far au we know them, arc posilircly, 
and without any possible eiceptioo, entirely opposed to the explaoatjon given 
by the patient ? 

Nothing is more common than for a man, with the disease in question, u 
deny having been exposed so as to take it in tho usual way ; it ia almost > 
by-word among tho profession, that such a deuial is a strung evidence whicb 
WB bring against the jodividuul in forming our diagnosis; in this instMiae, 
however, Dr. D. was inclined to receive tho stalcmfnt of the patient; and he 
pruBeotcd the caae in order to elicit the opinions of liie membera of the Sodeqr 
as to the comniunicability of the gonorrheal virus iu any other way than tw 
ordinary mode; be, therefore, requested to know tbeir experience in thai 
matter, 

Dr. HoMANs remarked that several years ago he bad & similar case, and 
be had reason to believe that the diaease was contracted without sexual inter- 



Tabercular Mmiiiffitit romplicatnl bjf iiitercurrFut .Veanlet. — Dr. Storex 
reported the ease. A little girl, five years of age, on the 27lb of May lot, 
fell from a chair, striking the side of her bead against the font of a t^Ie. 
She made so little complaint that her mother did not detm it necraasry to 
apply for medical advice until the JtOtb of May, when Dr. 8. w»s called. Ai 
found her quite stupid, with an acceleraled pulse ; hot skin ; consbiDt tnnlHii 
of tbc head, and of the hands to the bead ; intotrranco of light, Ac fte. 
The symphims became gradually aggravated until Ilic Slh of Juno, wbea s 
well-marked eruption of the meuelua appeared. Upon their preacnoo, tbe 
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cltild appeikrcd leas stupid, somewhAt coDsciouB, could moTe readilj distiuguiab 
those about her. and the familj wore much elated at her revival. She ap- 
peared better daring this and the Bueccedbg du;, hut relapsed and died on 
the 0th inst. 

At the jmel-mnrlem examination, which was performed by Dr. Ciiarlea D. 
Homans, the vessels of the dura miliar were fouad distended with liijuid, 
dark coloured blood; those of tho pia mater also were much congested; con- 
siderable lymph was noticed along the course of the Tcssels, most marked on 
the left side of the anterior lobe of the cerebrum. Substance of the brain 
was also much congested. 

Ventricles considerably distended with clear serum. At the base of the brain 
much lymph existed about the pons varolii. In the Gsaure of f^ylviug, on 
each side, the pia mater presented a sanded appearance, being sprinkled with 
whitish minute granulations. 

In the centre of the left lobe of the cerebellum was a tuberculous mass, 
the siza of a pea, yellowish in its centre, easily enucleated, and encircled by a 
border of inflamed cerebral substance. 

As there was no tuberculous predisposition in this case, Dr. Storer thought 
that the rapidity with which the tuberelet; seemed to be developed, stroDgly 
favoured the theory of their being dependent upon iuflummation. 

Dr. Chaeles E. Wabe alluded to a ease of strongly marked cerebral 
symptoms simulating meningitis in a child five years old, where they appeared 
to depend upon a slight erythematous affection of the face, imperfi^ctly deve- 
loping itself. There was great restlesaoess, high fever, extreme dilatation of 
the pupils and insensibility, with blindness to light; incessant rolling of the 
head from one side to the other. These symptoms lasting five or sis days, 
and subsiding on the appearaueo of a full eruption, from crotoo oil, on the 
back of the neck. 

Dr. Stedslan reported the following ease : On the 4th of June, he *as 
called on by Coroner Smith to visit a child, a year old, who had jusi died 
DDder peculiar circumstances. 

It appeared that the infant had been left asleep OD the bed by it^ parents; 
, that while they were in an adjoining room, it had crawled to the edge of the 
I bed, near which, on a small table, stood a pint crockery bowl. It. is supposed 
that in the act of falling the child reached out its arm and struck the bowl 
to the floor, and then fell upon the bowl ; a trianguhir piece of which, resting 
in a vertical position on its semicircular edge, entered the cavhy of the chest 
on tho left side, above and parallel to tho clavicle, where a vouod was found 
of about an inch and a quarter in length, dividing important bloodvessels; the 
hemorrhage from which caused the immediate death of the child. 

Mnrhid Growth on Si/frotic. — ^Reported by Dr. Bethune. Julia , 

aged 15, four years ago first observed a small dark point at site of present 
disease. 

On examination, halfway between inner angle of left eye and margin of the 
cornea is seen a circular dark-brown spot in the substance of the sclerotic, of 
the size of the head of a large pin, and having the appearance of enamel, 
imbedded, but not raised, above the surface, It has very slowly increased 
from the time it waa first perceived, and, after unusual exertion of tho eye, 
ahe is sensible of slight pain at this point. 
26 
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Nsevus over the Knee-Joint — ^Reported by Dr. J. Mason Warren. This 
case Dr. W. related on acconnt of its peculiarity. The nsevus was of a 
black colour, situated over the inner part of the knee-joint below the patella. 
Until within two years, the tumour had been about the size of a dollar, but 
since then, a supplementary tumour has appeared underneath the original one, 
not soft, as is usually seen in these cases, but quite hard, and extending for 
some distance into the adjacent cellular membrane and apparently attaching 
itself to tho synovial capsule. The whole tumour had also become extremely 
sensitive, so that even the contact of his clothes caused much sufiFering, and 
he was quite disabled from attending to business. It was impossible to make 
any satisfactory examination, the patient dreaded so much the slightest mani- 
pulations. He was dieted, and kept in the horizontal position for a few days, 
an evaporating wash being externally applied. This had the effect to relieve 
the tenderness in a slight degree. The whole tumour was now congealed by 
means of a freezing mixture of pounded ice and salt, then very freely cut up 
by a subcutaneous section of the hard basal tumour. The operation was 
entirely painless, and no unpleasant symptoms ensued. The vicinity of the 
knee-joint of course precluded any operation for the excision of the tumour. 
The above subcutaneous section was, therefore, once or twice repeated, and 
resulted in the absorption of a large part of the tumour, and diminished the 
sensibility so that it could be handled without suffering. He left the Hospital 
at his own request ; otherwise, by a repetition of the above means, the com- 
plete destruction of the tumour would have been effected. Dr. W. showed a 
cast of the knee-joint, made by Mr. now Dr. Lane, of the Hospital, with the 
tumour coloured according to nature. 

Dr. W. also showed another nsevus in an ulcerated state, which he had lately 
removed. It was situated on the upper part of the calf of the leg. The 
patient was twenty-six years of age. Two years ago, the tumour had been 
injured, which was followed by much hemorrhage. In spite of treatment it 
had since remained in an ulcerated state. The skin around it was much in- 
fiMned, and, at times, very painful. It was removed by two elliptical inci- 
siox^ without any great bleeding. 

TrnpeJement upon a Pitch/ork'handle, entering per Vaginam: Recovery. — 
Dr. Sargent, of Worcester, reported the case, which had occurred in his 
practice nearly two years ago. A lady, of about 37 years of age, who had 
borne several children, the last about three years previous to the injury about 
to be mentioned, and whose last menstrual period had been about a week 
before, her bowels also being in good lax condition, in sliding down from a 
hayloft, impaled herself upon the handle of a pitchfork, which passsed in at 
her vagina to the length of twenty -two inches, when her feet struck the 
ground. The handle was immediately withdrawn, the patient carried into the 
house, and Dr. S. sent for. He found the patient, half an hour after the in- 
jury, lying on her back, with the thighs flexed, and the skin cool, pale, and 
moist (as if from fright), and the pulse not much accelerated. There was no 
external injury, and no physical evidence of effusion into abdomen or thorax, 
and no urine nor feces on the garments, nor about the person, nor on the field 
of the accident, nor on the handle of the fork. There was some blood flowing 
from vagina. Patient passed water during the visit, and it was not stained 
with blood. She complained most of pain in the left thorax, on a line with 
the scapula. Dr. S. saw the handle of the fork, which was rounded, a little 
larger at the end than otherwhere, perfectly smooth, two inches in diameter, 
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and showed distinctly the stain of hlood up to an abrupt line, twenty-two 
inohes from the end. 

Dr. S. theorized, in this case, that the instrument must have perforated the 
Taeina at its upper part to the left, and gone between the uterus and rectum. 
[If it had gone to the right, it would have perforated the caecum.] The form of 
the instrument would make it much easier for it to pass between than to perfo- 
imte organs, and Dr. S. supposed that it passed in front of the kidney, behind 
the spleen and between the diaphragm and false ribs, peeling up the costal 
pleara till it reached the scaleni muscles. The subsequent history of the case, 
wtiich showed a fracture of the first rib, while, also, there was at no time any 
effusion into the chest, proved this diagnosis correct. Supposing that the 
greatest safety of the patient was in what might be called forced rest. Dr. S. 
gave her one grain of morphia (by estimate), and bound her chest firmly 
vith a broad bandage of new flannel, placing a towel, wet in cold water, be- 
tween this and the skin. The morphia was repeated in an hour, and one-third 
of a grain three hours after. Patient passed water repeatedly in first twenty- 
fimr hours, without trouble and without blood, and passed coagula from the 
Tagina. The day following, there was emphysema above lefl clavicle ; and, 
the day following, crepitus in left axilla high up, as if from fracture of bone. 
There was at no time any evidence of pneumonia or pleurisy, though there 
was deficiency of respiratory murmur in left chest from the pain in its expan- 
aOD, the percussion remaining good. 

The pulse stood at 120 for several days, and the opiates were continued 
•bout as long. 

The injury was inflicted the 7th of August, 1851, and Dr. S. was in daily 
attendance for nine days; and, occasionally, afterwards, for three weeks. The 
recovery was entirely &vourable, the patient being left only with an ill-united 
fracture of the first rib, over which there was some painful swelling for several 
weeks, which ultimately subsided, leaving an osseous prominence in the supra- 
clavicular region, in intimate relations with the scaleni muscles. 

Ydlow Vision iVi Icterus. — Case reported by Dr. Lyman. This sjroptom 
occurred in a married female, set. 35. Has had duodenal dyspepsia for six 
months. Patient first seen May 24. Complained of severe epigastric pain, 
nausea, constipation, headache, and general malaise. Appeared, at that time, 
yery slightly jaundiced. Coloration gradually deepened until 30th, at which 
time the whole surface was of an intense yellow, urine highly coloured, feces 
Tcry pale, no cerebral symptoms. Patient complained, for the first time, that 
the linen bedclothes looked yellow, and that everything in sight appeared 
either yellow or covered with bright yellow spots. A close examination re- 
vealed numerous yellow patches, of the size of pins' heads, upon the irides, and 
a rim, not more than half a line in width, of enlarged vessels encroaching on 
the circumference of the cornea. Aqueous humour apparently clear. Thia 
state of the vision continued between two and three days, and then rapidly 
disappeared. 

It is well known that the occurrence of this symptom has been denied by 
Hercurialis, Haller, Heberden (who calls it a poetical fiction), and Chapman. 
[ Vide Copland, article Jaundice.] Frank found it present in five only out of 
one thousand cases. Neither Andral, Orisolle, Desmarres, nor Wharton Jones, 
allude to it Mason Qood, however (vol. i. 203), describes it as having oc- 
curred in his own person, and his American editor cites several cases on the 
authority of Hoffman, Dr. James, Alibert, Dr. Pemberton, and Dr. Elliotson. 
Some valuable pathological remarks on this subject, by the late Dr. Graves, 
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of Dublin, may be found in the first volume of Stokes and Bdi, p. 522. 
Considering the extent to which all the secretions [excepting the mammary] are 
tinged in jaundice, the only wonder would seem to be that the phenomenon 
should not be of more common occurrence. 

Anencephalovs Foehis. — Dr. Williams exhibited a female anenoephaloos 
foetus of about seven months, presenting the usual characteristics of this im- 
perfect development. The patient was a primipara. The malformation was 
attributed, b^ (he friends, to her having witnessed copious secondary hemor- 
rhage after operations upon a young woman for the removal of erectile tumours 
of tne ears. 

Ibreign Svhstanre in Cornea during one Tear; Anterior Chamber pen/e- 
trated ; Aqueous Humour discharged ^ and Surface of Iris toounded ; Reco- 
very, — Reported by Dr. Bethtjne. Samuel L., carriage-maker, one year 
ago received a piece of steel in lefl cornea, which has remained there ever 
since. The eye has been weak, but he has been able to work from time to 
time. ' 

On examination, a small cretaceous mass covers the ulcer of cornea. On 
removing this,, the fragment of steel is seen Iving perpendicularly nearly 
through the whole thickness of the cornea, near lower edge of pupil. It was 
removed with considerable difficulty with a curved needle, but in aooomplish- 
ing this, the anterior chamber was penetrated and the aqueous humour dis- 
charged. The surface of the iris was touched by the projecting fragment and 
slight bleeding followed. The after-treatment was simply a saline cathartic, 
cold applications, strict rest and diet, with the daily application of stramonium. 

Two days after his admission to the Infirmary, he was discharged at his own 
request. He declared the sight to be as good as it ever was. The anterior 
chamber had not yet entirely recovered its normal size, and a small opacity 
remained around wound of cornea. Pupil partially dilated by stramonium. 

June 27. — Pericarditis^ Hypertrophy and Dilatation of the Heart ; Pfeu- 
ri>y ; Death from a Copious Effusion into the Right Pleural Cavity. — Reported 
by Dr. G. C. Shattuck, Jr. A delicate youth, set. 17 years, entered the Mas- 
sachusetts Hospital, March 28, 1858. He had been suffering from cough, 
shortness of breath, weakness, pain of the left side for six weeks, and had taken 
codliver oil. The heart was found beating at the scrobiculns cordis ; therv was 
a marked prominence of the cartilages of the sixth and seventh left ribs. The 
left thorax measured one foot three inches, the right, one foot four inches. Strong 
impulse of heart, flatness over fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh ribs, and from 
middle of sternum to the back, which was flat below the spine of the scapula. 
Bronchial respiration and legophony in the same region. Both sounds of the 
heart distinct at the base, n^placed at the apex by a strong souffle. Pulse 82, 
quick, regular. He reported his general health as good, no long illness ; an 
occasional stiffness of the knees the principal infirmity. He was blistered 
and put upon a course of alteratives, diaphoretics, and anodynesL There was 
impnwement genorallv and locally. The respiration was heard at the point 
of the right scapula on the 4th April : and still a^phony on the 6th. He 
was very reluctant to keep hb bed, and on the 11th, after exposure to cold, 
be was attacked in the night by pain in the left side, and increased dys^cea. 
The phvsical signs of increased effusion were present. On the 13ih, the 
heart was still found beating at the scrv^biculus cordis. There was a loud 
smooth murmur with the fii^ sound over the lower left chest, but over the 
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ba^G of the bcnrt, the mumiur followed the second soand. On May 4th, the 
following sound of the physical signs waa made — one dislinct »auad followed 
by a loud and smooth murmur; pulse 94. On the 14th, he had another 
attack of pain and distress after exposure to c^ld ; dulness of broncbial respi- 
rntion over left lower back was noted on the 16th. On the 18th, flatness at 
mint of left Bcapula. On the 23d, a crepitant rale was heard distinctly over 
the lower left buck, and there were one or two pneumonio sputa. These dis- 
appeared with general improvement On the Ist of June, he complained o 
swelling of the feet. He was disposed to sit up and to walk about as much as 
possible. Jmie 6th, another attack ; flatness, bronchial respiration, gegophony 
over lower right back. This did not yield to blisters; diaphoretics and altera- 
Kves eshilited as fer as the strength of the patient admitted. There wa3 
still dulncss and feeble respiration over the left lower back ; inclination \q 
diarrhrea. On the 24tb, he eouM not lie down on account of the dyspnoea, 
saddenly aggravated, and he died on the 25tb. 

At the autopsy, the right thorax was filled with a straw-coloured scrum, the 
lung somewhat compreased, but easily distended by air; free from adhesions. 
. Slight adhesions of left lung ; splenificalion of lower lobe. Hypertrophy and 
dilatation of heart quite marked. Several layers of false niembrane between 
pericardium and heart. Insufficiency of aortic valves, which were thickened, 
smooth, and pale. Auricalo-vcntrieular valves not reroiirkablc. Rednees of 
lining membrane of right auricle. The organs in the abdominal cavity were 
examined. The gostro-intestinal mucous membrane not remarkable for colour 
or consistence. 

The murmur in this case must be attributed to the insufficiency of (he 
aorticvalves, caused not so much bydiseaseof their lining membrane, as by the 
abnormal situation and hypertrophy of the heart. The patient was killed by 
the rapid effusion into the right pleural cavity, but the pericarditis and pleu- 
risy wero the assigned diseases, to the effects of which, aggravated by ex- 
posure to cold, the subsequent phenomena in the case must be referred. The 
pulse was always quick and regular, tbe cougb was never a troublesome symp- 
tom. He had two attacks of pleurisy and one of pneumonia whilst in the 
hospital. Tbe effurion into the right pleural cavity, wbieb proved fatal, was 
not accompauied with signs of inflammation. Tbe patient's life might have 
been saved, for tbe time, by puncturing tbe thorax, but it oould hardly have 
been much prolonged. 

EemipleQi't : Rapid Reeojxry. — Dr. 8. D. Townsehd related the case: 
A gentleman, 60 years of age, a largo eater, hut abstinent, entirely, in regard 
to lirjuors, was suddenly seized with hemiplegic paralysis of the right side, 
while walking on the street ; he was observed to drag his right leg, and finally 
fell at the door of bia house; distinct articulation was entirely suspended 
through the nigbt. Six leeches were applied to the left temple, and an 
ounce of salts administered the same evening. He could stand and walk tbe 
next day, and wished to be driven out in a carriage. On tbe third day there 
was no appearance of paralysis remaining. 

Juli/W. Memhrnnout Crovp: Rfcovrry. — Dr. Storer read the following 

■ account of the case, which was prepared by Dr. Wm. Read, of Boston. "Tbe 

following jipcord of a case of membranous croup is ofiered to the Society, not 

so much from any idea that the course pursued presents any new or peculiar 

features, as from a feeling that the profession cannot fail to be interested in 

26* 
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Kay mode of treatment which has proced successful in this dsdoIIj iatnctahlc 
dieease. 

Jvne 29, 1853. — I was called to see a child four years and three mcmths 

old, of dork complesiou and ruhu^t constilulion, who had heen nnirelt since 

the preceding Friday with wbul its parents called " a worm turn." Prom 

I the aDsffore I obtained, I was led to suppose tLat the case was one of inita- 

iu Gome portion of the ulitnenlary cauul, and accordingly prescribed the 

liWiowing: B. Hyd. sub. mur. gra. vjj Jalap, pulv. grs. viij. M. Ft 

' obart. 

SOt!i. He was attacked with great dyspnoea, and unmistakable cronpy sjmp- 
[ tota» developed themselves. With the grcat<.'St difficulty I obtained a sight 
[•of the fauces, which appeared ovcrcd with a coating of lymph over their 
I Vhola aspect, with a few spot» of ulceration here and there. Voice entirely 
A solution of argent, nit. of the etrength of forty grains to the 
:o of water was immediately applied by means of the sponge probang, m 
\ tbc whole of the mucous membrane viBible, and also as far down the trachm 
I it could be carried. Tbe withdrawal of the sponge brought up on it a 
b^eco of white substance about thrce-tjuarters of an inch in length and half 
Lu inch in breadth. It was white, of very firm texture, and could hardly 
[• 1m distingmshed from a similar portion token from the coaU of one of the 
f Ittge arteries. 

I For an alterative he was ordered one grain of hyd. sub. mur. comluned 
[ with one and a half grains of Dover's powder every three hours, and the 
f ftillowing mixture in doses of a teaspoonful as often as the symptoms seemal 
Ito indicate vomiting. U. Tinct. lobeliie; vin. ant. tart, b/lji; tincL sao- 
Lguin can. ^sa. M. Also, as an external application, the following h'ni- 
Jtaent: B. 01. olivsegi; liq. potass. 511; ung. hyd. 51. >I. To hare the 
I loom filled with the vapour of boiling water. 

Ju/j/ 1, 8 A. M. — Much the same. Breathing no better. Ihiring the 
night had frequent attacks of dyspnoea. Passed the sponge, charged vith a 
tolution of argent, nit. Continue other treatment. 

1 P. M. Met Dr. Storcr in consultation, who advised a thorough trial of 
I the treatment begun. By his consent. Dr. Bartlett'a apparatus for prodndoj 
f ftpour in a siuk room was procured and put into operation. 

7 P. M. No change in patient. Applied sponge to throat. 

2d. m A. M. Found padent about the same. Dyspntea not ineieaaed. 
f The steam apparatus works well, and the air of the chamber is fully charged 
f vith vapoar. Dnring the night, patient vomited freely and brtn^t np ■ 
I ADusiderable quantity of the membrane in shreds. After the appticatian of 
f the sponge, the cou^ appeared much looser. Continue other trealmeot. 

VZ M. licspiration easier. Cough looser. Cannot yet articuUte audibly. 
Speaks in a shrill whistling whisper. May take the powders once ia six 
I houre instead of every three houre. 

8 P. M. Applied the sponge. Respiration the same m at last record. 
Sii. 61 A. Al. Patient has pas^d a comfortable night Now, then is if- 

[ fucntly no difficulty of r«9piraci»u, but the voice has not returned. Paan* 
L Mill covered ia spots with membrane and patches of olcention, wli^e tbt 
I colour of the nnooos coat is deeper than natural. Applied the spoogv. Con- 
\ tbmt other trealm«i(. 

1 P. M. Respiration good. Is fuUy under the op!at« influeiMie of At 
I powdets. Uw expectorated, unce last viut, a eoosidetahle quantity of ray 
y Imaciaaa maDo-paralait subiluoe, iu which are to be seen Domminuted ifandt 
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of membranous matter. Coagh loose. No dejection since July 1. Maj 
have a dose of castor-oil. 

Alh. 6} A.M. Has pOBsed the night free from dyspncoa. No dejection 
from medicine. Gums show that luorcnrialization has taken effect. Omit 
powders until night. Throat almost free from meoibroaDus deposit. Two 
ulcers only remain, at the odgcs of <he uvula. Applied the sponge. Be- 
peat cathartic. 

5} P. AI. Remains c<>mfortable. No appearance of Ijmph in throat. 
Mucous membrane bos almost recovered its natural hue. Tongue begins to 
clean. Circi is a little stronger. May have powders through the night. 
Appetite begins to return. Dr. Pbipps present at this visit. Muoous r&le 
can be heard over whole extent of both back portions of the lung. 

5<A. 7 A. !M. Still remains comfortable- No return of dyspnoea. Throat 
clear from lymph. In the left lung the mucous rale is stilt to be heard ; in 
the right it is not so evident. No roughness beyond what is natural can be 
detected in the region of the larynx. No dejection yet. 

Qili. Condition still improving. Tongne nearly clean. Ulceration on 
nvula fa£t disappearing. Membrane of the throat looks healthy, and of a ~ 
natural colour. May have senna tea enough to produce free catliarsis, 

"tth. Senna operated well. Patient is apparently well. Voice pretty strong, 
although it has yet a roughness and a tone that seems to he peculiar to the 
disease. 

Ceased attendance. 

Tbrougliout the whole time of treatment, the pulse has mdntaincd its 
natural rate, and (he skin has been moist and free from fever. 

The above is submitted with the singln remark that the influence of the 
vapour upon the respiratory function was evident and highly beneficial. As 
long as the air of the room remained fully charged with steam, the breathing 
was comparatively easy and the cough sounded loose. Whenever the amount 
of moisture grew small from the suLsidcnce of the heat under the boiler, the 
opposite condition was imtnediulely noticed. Indeed, this was so evident to 
those who bod tbe charge of the little patient, that no precaution was needed, 
on my own part, to insure an ample supply during the course of the treat- 
ment. 

7\tberctilar Dineaee: Crepiiout Rah at tli£ Base of the Lungt, — Dr. 
BowDiTcn alluded to two cases of evidently tubercular disease, recently * 
Been by him, and in which be noticed the rare phenomenon of an explosion 
of fine crepitous r&lo towards the base of the luug. He had seen a few such 
cases during the past ten years. Sometitues the tjlle disappears after a few 
weeks. Generally, however, it lasts without change for several weeks, or even 
months; and, according to Dr. B.'s experience, cavities gradually form in 
these parts. At times, this rSle is the sole physical sign. At others, it is 
nnited with the more common ones at the apex. Often it is very local, occu- 
pying a space not larger than the palm of the band. It may, on the con- 
trary, occupy the whole of the loner lobe. It is exactly similar in its oha- 
Factors to the crepitus of pneumonia, and when existing generally in a lobe, 
it may deceive the practitioner, making Lim think that acute infiammation 
actually exists. The rational signs, the non-prostration of the patient, ab- 
sence of fever and of charocleristic spula, will, however, enable him to decide. 
In the earlier caaes seen by Dr. B. he was thus deceived, ond applied in vain 
the usual antiphlogistic remedies — leeches, blisters, mercurials — without the 
least change in the sound, or effect on the progrena of the complaint. 




Exiraet* from Soc for Med. ImprovemetU. 

Fi-rqveni-i/ nf Ahnormal Praentatloiu in llis tame Individual. — Dr. Stosek 
. lemarked that several ^curs siace be reported to the Society the case of > 
I patient, who, in five aouoachcnients, had had three arm-prcaentationa. He had 
■et with DO cara equally striking untjl einee the last meeting. A few days 
rioce, he attended a woman, in her seventh labour, with an ann-pTesentation. 
She had previously had two arm-presentabioDs, two foot-preeen tali 009, and 
two presentations of the bead. 

Dr. S. remarked that the subject liad been spoken of by writers upon mid- 
wifery, and accounted for by some supposed peculiarity of the pelvLi. 

SlnpkfffornpJty. — Dr. J. Mason Warren. 
laet few months he hud operated on four cases 
palate, In which the Bcparution of the bone was very wide, and the soft parts 
were, with much difficulty, made to reach across the gap. After the union 
of the soft palate, the bard palate, alveolar processes, and teeth bad been 
' supplied artiticiuUy, and the voice, in some of these cases, was ne uuoh im- 
pro\-ed as in some tnalances after a perfect union of a simple lisemre ia the 
•oft palate. He bad found that, if sufficient union was effected low down, bo 
as to restore the arch of the palate, the adaptation of an obturator to the i»- 
mainder of the opening was efficient in improving the speech; bo that dooims 
noed be rejected on acconnt of the width of the fissure if the smallest obuoe 
existed of bringing the most movable portion of the soft paUtc in oontaet. 
Dr. Dixon, dentist, in Winter Street, had very skilfully arranged the sttift- 
cial palate and teeth. A small bit of vnlcaniKcd India-rubber was fisod to the 
back part of the plate where it comes IQ contact with the soft palate, the betUr 
to prevent the passage of air. 

Fimure of tht Cffdirum hy Ctnlrt'Cmtp. — The specimen was cxbibitsd 
to the Society by Dr. Cabot, who saw the patient in consaitation with Dr. E. 
A. W. Harlow, who sent the following account of bis attendance :-~- 

He was called to the patient on Tuesday night, July 5, at 10 o'olo^ 
abont thirty hours after the reception of the injury received. Two or thrae 
questtoas addressed to him by Dr. H. wero readily answered; subseqnently 
there was disinclination to reply. Dr. H. learned that the patient luul been 
kicked in the abdomen, and afterwards knocked down, on the 4tb uf July. 
When he fell, the back of his head struck the pavement; he shrank mm 
pre^ure made over the stomach ; no convulsion observed and no paialyas evi- 
dent; both pupils immediately contracted, without appearance of pain, when 
a light waa held near to them ; pulse fiS, moderately tnll, rather feeble. 

On Thursday morning, July 7, patient appeared perfectly ratioDml, snii 
answered Dr. H.'s questions without hesitation. On inquiry, slight indistinct 
ncss of sight, and some difficulty in hearing were complained of; pnlae 4d. 

Friday, Sth, indisposed to answer questions ; pulse 56. 

Saturday CTcning, dth, there was a cbangc in the symptoms; it wh i» 
ported that the patient bad passed & belter night than he had since the iiijniy, 
but that in the coarse of tho forenoon he became more delirious than pn- 
vioosly ; the pupils did not contmet nnder the influence of light ; the am 
was hot; pulse 1*20, but not hurd; his bedroom was exeesdvely hot. 

Sunday morning, 10th, Dr. Cabot saw him in consultation ; at \'l tfci-oA, 
M., doith occurred. 

Treatment. — The administration of cathartics; the appHcalion of cold to 
the head ; the occasional use of nmnionia when great debility was manifcslol,* 
and, on one oocuion, an opiate, to procure sleep. 
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The wife of tbo deceased statea that he Toniiteil everything takeD into hia 
stomiich for the first two or three days, and then the vomitiug ocaacd ; that 
he often complained of pain in the bead; thoji he was delirious almost all the 
time, and that the netghboura said he hnd the hormrt; that be got little or no 
sleep ; and that it n&s with great difficnlty be could be prevailed upon tti take 
any nourishment. 

Dr. Cabot added the following account of the state of the patient at the 
time of hia visit, and give the results of the posl'mortem exauiinution, which 
was made by bim : — 

When first seen by Dr. C., Ibc patient was lying on his back, breathing 
very rapidly (panting), the respiration acpompanied by a coarse crepitous rflle, 
so loud as to be heard across the room ; the face was livid ; the pupils of the 
ejoa dilated, not influenced by light ; pulse very quick, and Bmall, and fe^sble j 
bands cold; when questioned a response would sometimes be given by pressure 
of the hand. Death occurred four hours after this visit, 

I'osl-morCem examinnlha, twenty-four hours aft«r death. Esternally, 
welt-developed ; moderately fat ; a slight cut on the upper lip ; a bruised spot 
an inch in diameter over right occipital protuberance, extending through the 
Bcaip and sligbUy colouring the pericranium; skull rather thin. On remov- 
ing the calvarium, the dura malcr was seen to bo of an unusually dark purple 
colour, owing, apparently, tfl the distended vessels beneath. On removing 
the dura mater, the estemal vessels were seen to be very much distended, 
giving an exceedingly dark appearanco to the whole surface of the brain ; on 
top, and a little in front of the centre of tbc left hemisphere, a dark purple 
spot, of the size of a dime, was observed, on cutting iuto which about t^i of 
dark fluid blood escaped from a fissure extending into the substance of the 
brain, from the walls of which a reddiah-brown colour extended to the depth 
of one-fourth of an inch, and the part thus coloured and the surrounding part 
to some distance was found to be very decidedly softened. Under the arach- 
noid following the lines between the convolution, cloudy serum was seen, ia 
abundance. Lymph was found over the superior and inferior surfaces of the 
cerebellum. Red points were more than usually apparent throughout the sub- 
stance of the brain. There was no fracture of the skull. 

The point of particular interest in this case is that the fissure was found at 
B point almost precisely opposite t« that at which the blow was received, and 
without fracture of the skull. Authors, very generally, admit the possibilitjr 
of this, though none, that Dr. C. has consulted, state the foot to bave occurred ; 
they all mention fracture of the skull in almost all parts of its circumference, 
as not very infrequent from contte-coiip. 

Professor R. D. MussEV, who was present at the meeting, related a similar 
case; the only one of the kind he had ever met with. 

Cafciili patsetl 'per Urelhram. — Dr. Bacon exhibited three small calculi 
passed with the urine by different male patientB, Two are of an oblong oval 
shape, and about one-tbird of an inch in length. They are studded with 
brilliant crystals, producing a very rough surface, and occasioned great pain 
during their passage throngh the urethra. Their colour is a pale buff. Notwith- 
stAoding thesimilar appearance of these two calculi, their chemical composition 
is entirely different. One is composed of triple phosphate, with a little phos- 
phate of lime and organic matter. The other consists of oxalate of lime, with 
a very small proportion of phosphate of lime and orgautc matter. The crys- 
tals which stud its aur&ce are nearly pure oxalate of lime. Under a magnifier, 
Ueir form appears to be octobedral, like the microacopio crrBlals of this wit 
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whii;li so frequently occur in urinary deposits. This is tlie fourth instance in 
whiL'h Vt B. has examined crjstallaao calouli of oxalate of lime. 

Tbe third oalcnlus exhibited is rather smaller, oval in fona, and of a dark 
brown colour. Its surfitee is covered wilh minute tubercles, presenting, on t 
small scale, the usual appearances of a mulberry calculus, with vdiicb it agrees 
in clicitiicul composition, containing tbe same ingredients as the sMoud one 
described above. 

Nrrronis of ffumeriis — Ampulation. By Dr. J. SIason WARREd. — ^Tho 
patient was 21 years old. Three years ago, after getting wet, he was eeiwd 
with an iufiammation in the vicinity of the elbow-joint, and suppuration en- 
sued. After a \im& bone was discharged. Other parts of the arm were snb- 
quenlly attacked, and much bone removed. In tbe course of the disease the 
shoulder-joint and the elbow-joint became anchyloscd, leaving the band Gxod 
in strong rotation over tbe pubes, only a slight lateral action being permiUed 
by Ihe movement of (he scapula on the body. Very large sequestra still re- 
maiuud, and Irom the positiou of tbe hand and loss of use of tbe joints, it wu 
thought that even if all the dead bone was removed, the Hub would bo left 
useless. AroputatioQ was therefore decided on. Some difficult; was cxpeii- 
enced in fixing on the point for removal. If the section was made obovs 
the apertures iu the head of the humerus, it would be difficult to get « flap 
from tbe inside ou oocdudI of the size of the now bone, which was forctid oloss 
upon tbe ribs, obliterating, as it were, the axilla. On consultation, it wtt 
decided to amputate a. few inches bolow tbe shoulder, removing the sequestnun 
afterwards. This was done, and a large bit of dead bone forcibly extracted. 
The axillary artery, from the conQned poi^ition of the wound, was secund 
with some difficulty, nd bod been apprehended. 

Tbe patient left the Hospital abuul four weeks after the operutioti, much im- 
proved in health, and tbe wound in a healthy condition. I'reviously to leBving, 
another piece of bone was removed from the large, box-like cavity which formed 
the bead ut the humerus. 

Jidi/ 2o. Croup in the Aiful/. — Dr. Jackson exhibited the specimen, Uk*o 
from a woman whom he had examiued with Dr. U. J. Bigelow, a ft-w dayt 
ago. She was 27 years of age; hail had sore throat, to which ebe was sub- 
ject, three or four weeks before death, and never got quite over it. On Wed- 
nesday, the 20th inst., she passed the evening out, in company, and thought the 
look cold. On Thursday, there was marked soreness of throat. On Friday, 
and until death, aphonia and dysphagia ; this last being so urgent that she wu 
able to take very little food, and felt, iu consequence, very weak ; nuraiiig 
at the time, a child nine months old. Her husband saw something white ia 
tbe throat on Saturday ; some beat of skin on Monday ; was fully dressed oa 
Saturday, but not down stairs after Friday. On Monday morning took tinct. 
of lobelia from a nurse, and threw off considerable mucus, with much rslief 
to throat; no farther vomiting; the breathing, however, seems never to ban 
been urgently oppressed, nor was there much cough. Slight incobcrenc« oa 
Monday evening, and, about the middle of the night, having nure«d her ckJU 
only half an hour before, she sank without any marked dbtress, and diod. 

On dis^cclion, a thick aud oontinuous tube of lymph was found t» extend 
from Uie larynx, downwards, into the secondary and some of the stilt soudln 
bronchiic; under surface of epiglottis mostly covered with the same, vitb 
scattered patdies in tbe pharynx, and upon the upper surface of tJie soft pi ' 
Iwoportionsof lymph, of considerable sice, were found lying loose in the phfr 
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rynx, and it was thcmght that these may have obstmoted the glottis, and ex- 
plaiDed the suddenness of the death at last. With the lymph there was a 
considerable quantity of yiscid muous, as usual in the croup of children. 
Lungs healthy ; no other disease. 

Dr. J. remarked upon this as only the second case of croup in the adult 
that had occurred here, so far as he was aware ; the other case being that of 
the Hon. Mr. Chapman, late Mayor of the city, and in whom the disease was 
complicated with erysipelas. 

Strangulation of the Intestine hy the Appendix Caxi, — ^The case occurred 
in the practice of Dr. H. M. Lincoln, of Westminster; and the specimen, 
which was exhibited, was brought from the country by Mr. J. L. White, one 
of the house-physicians of the hospital. Mr. W. also sent the following his- 
tory of the case: — 

The patient was a female, SBt. about 40. About two months before her 
death she was thrown from a carriage, and injur^ so severely as to be con- 
fined to bed for four or five weeks. About six weeks from the time of the 
accident, and when she was quite feeble, she rode between two and three miles 
over a rough road, and in a wagon, the body of which set directly upon the 
axletree. At the time, she complained much. After returning from her 
ride, she again took her bed, from which she never arose. The next day, 
she was visited by Dr. Lincoln, who found her delirious, and with 
strong febrile symptoms. In the course of a few days, there began to be 
symptoms of peritoneal inflammation ; patient inclining to lie on her back 
with knees drawn up; and soon there was tenderness over the region of 
ccBcum, which gradually extended over the whole abdomen. Efforts were 
made from the first to procure an evacuation from the bowels; but with only 
partial success. There was no more vomiting than would have been caused by 
the active cathartic medicine she took. Abdomen tumid; some colicky pain; 
somewhat feverish and occasionally delirious from the first ; much prostrated. 

On dissection, there was found a considerable quantity of sero-purulent 
effusion, with some lymph. Intestine much distended with gas and liquid 
above the strangulation; empty and contracted below. The appendix cceci 
adheres strongly to the mesentery by a fibrous band, which is prolonged from 
its extremity, and is not larger than a small knitting-needle. The very lower 
extremity of the ileum to the extent of about five and a half inches, is the 
portion strangulated ; but the strangulation was by no means perfectly tight, 
even in the recent stote. 

Dr. Jaokson, who communicated the case, remarked upon the peritonitis 
as a very unusual occurrence; he had never met with it in a case of internal 
strangulation, excepting once, and then it was owing to a perforation of the 
intestine at the seat of the strangulation. 

Occlusion of the Vagina : Operation : Recovery, — Dr. Storer read the 
following cases, sent to him by Dr. Brainard, of Chicago. 

July 7, 1862, 1 visited Mrs. , a young married woman, set. 19 years, 

in the central part of Wisconsin, on account of an obstruction of the vagina. 

On attempting to pass the finger into the vagina, it was arrested at its very 
orifice. Immediately behind the carunculss myrtiformes there was a firm 
cicatrix whicb entirely shut up the passage, there being a transverse band 
from side to side, both above and below which there was a slight depression 
scarcely half an inch deep. On introducing a catheter into the bladder, and 
the finger into the rectum^ the septum seenicd thin^ a&d not as thick as the 



854 Extracts from Soc, far Med. Improvement. 

natural septum of the bladder and vagina. The ntems was felt distended, 
filling up the cavity of the pelvis, and rising so as to be felt in front two inches 
above the pubis. She was constantly aflfeoted with severe expulsive pains. 

This young woman, who was but 19 years of age, and presented appear- 
ances of not fully developed womanhood, was married on the 8th of October, 

1851. About the 20th of November following, she was attacked with great 
pain, hemorrhage, profuse discharge of pus and mucus. There was consti- 
tutional disturbance of the severest kind, and her life was despaired of. There 
followed a discharge of shreds and sloughs, horribly offensive, which continued 
several weeks. This attack was taken for an abortion, but without good rea- 
son. It was simply a violent case of acute vaginitis, from too freqaent sexual 
connection with the sexual organs imperfectly developed. She informed me, 
in answer to inquiries; that coition was very painful, and became more and 
more so. 

Pains, indicating the return of the menstrual period, occarred Feb. 1, 

1852, and recurred twice at four weeks' interval without discharge. From 
that time, the pains were continuous up to the time the operation was per- 
formed, the uterus gradually enlarging. 

Operation, July 8, 1852. The patient being placed in a suitable position, 
an incision was made from before backwards through the band before de- 
scribed, extending the diameter of the vagina. The sides being separated by 
the finger, it was found that the mucous membrane of the rectum could be 
separated from that of the bladder with the point of the finger, without great 
violence. When a band of tissue resisted, it was divided with a blunt-pointed 
bistoury. The separation was freely made to the uterus. 

Here, however, instead of finding the os uteri, nothing but a smooth 
round tumour presented itself. The finger was carried over its surface, and 
the surface denuded for a space at least two and a half inches in diameter. 
Finding no mouth, I determined to make a puncture at a point where a slight 
elevation was felt, and where it was presumed the os had been situated before 
it sloughed away. Accordingly, I made an incision in the form of two-thirds 
of a circle an inch in diameter, raising up a piece attached towards the an- 
terior part. There was a copious discharge of the menstrual blood. The wall 
of the uterus was thick, and gave the sensation of fibres in cutting. Passing 
the finger within, a slight depression was found opposite the little tubercle 
noticed externally, seeming to confirm the idea that this was a vestige of the 
neck. 

After treatment, a tent, or pessary, one and a half inches in diameter, made 
of pieces of sponge strung together upon a stick, and covered with oil«i silk, 
was passed into the artificial vagina. The point was sufficiently small to press 
into the opening of the uterus, and the whole long enough to project exter- 
nally. The case was intrusted to the care of Dr. Robert W. Earll, to whom, 
and to Dr. Axtell, I was indebted for assistance. 

Not a bad symptom occurred ; no swellings, and but little inflammation. 
Auprust 25, she was able to walk from her room without difficulty. 

Four months after the operation, Nov. 8, she was well, doing the work of 
the house, and able to ride several miles. The cicatrization was perfect, at 
least that was Dr. EarlFs opinion. The menses have occurred regularly with- 
out pain, excepting the first, August 20, which was painful. She is unwilling 
to dispense with the pessary, as she experiences a sensation of falling of the 
womb without it, even when lying. Sexual connection is not painful, and 
there is no tendency to contraction. 

i/ay 30, 1853.--She continued in the same satisfactory condition. 
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Occlmlon of ihe Vagina and Clemi. — I was called, May 25, 1853, to 
visit a patient with the above difficulties. 

Sbe was u youDg and healthy womao, who was delivered of her first child ia 
JununiT, 1853. The labour was difficult, laatiug forty-eight hoars, and was 
fiaiBhed by cephalotomy. 

About the Ibt of April, 1853, Mrs. C. discovered that the vagina was 
closed. 

Oil examination, it was found, indeed, that a perfect closure existed, com- 
mencing immediatoly behind the orifice of the canal, and cittending back as 
far as the finger in tne rectum could reach. 

Being consulted at the time it was discovered, I advised no operation tci be 
performed until several menstruaf periods had passed, and the uterus and va- 
gina were distended in some degree with the fluid. 

Eurly in May, they wrote me that sucb was the case, whit'h I found after- 
wards prgbubly was not so. 

Ma^ '2b, 1S53. I performed the operation in the same manner as. in the 
case of the former patient. 

The vagina was entirely obliterated and adherent, except a small piece in 
front of the oa uteri. 

The OS and cervix were found of their natural form and position ; but theoe 
was closed. There was no distension with menstrual fiuid. An incision was 
made across the mouth of the womb, and a catheter pas^d into it. A largu 
tent, oue and a half inches in diameter, was passed into the vagina, and tbu 
patient put under the influence of a full dose of morphia. 

Ju/]/ 7. I have not yet received a report of the progress of the case 
from ^0 physicians who hod charge of it. 

TuUrcular MenhiijUU in (he Adult. — Dr, Jackson reported the case, 
which bos lately occnrred under bis care at the Hospital. The patient was ti 
healthy-looking young man, nearly 21 years of age, and enteied on the 16tb 
inst. Having bod diwiness, with blurring of the sight, for ubont two weeks, 
headache supervened on tho 4th inst. For the two following nights he 
worked at his business as a baker, and then gave up. On the 7th, delinuni 
came on, and continued as the most marked symptom ; being so active, on his 
admission into the Hospital, thit, after the first night, he was removed from 
the ward. History given by a friend There had been scarcely any vomiting, 
wbioh is so very marked a symptom in this disease ; but the bowels were very 
costive. After admission, the delirium soon subsided ; and from the morning 
of the I8tb, until his death, which occurred on the evening of the Slst, there 
was profound coma during most of the time. Drooping, und, towards the last, 
ulosuro, of the right eyelid. Pupils dilated and fixed. l-Iyes not particularly 
congested. Urine quite abundant, as it seems to be not nnfre'juently in this 
disease ; but retained from the evening of the I8tb, so that tho catheter was 
required twice daily. Groping with the hands and picking at the bedclothes 
was a marked symptom for three or four days after admission. Ou the SOtb, 
the nurse reported thiLt he hod not moved his lower extremities for the last 
twenty-four hours ; and be certunly could not then be made to move them by 
irritating the soles of the feet, though sensibility was manifested. Theton^e 
was dryish when last seen ; he took no food after about the second day, and 
was often choked by drinks. Abdomen retracted. Pulse 84 on the 17th ; 162 
on the SOtb, Kespiration diaphragmatic, but not otherwise remarkable. 
Emaciated much after admission. Heat of skin moderate, having been mnob 
iDcreased before admission. 
27 
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On disseclion, there were found in the bead vety mnch the nsoal ftppenr- 
Mices; the convolationa over the conYCsitj beiog mther lees flutteaed, and 
the aruubnoid suriaee there rather more moist than usual. Serous cSiisioD >l 
the b:Me, with opacitjr of the membranes, but with very iadistinot appeaiwicei 
of lymph; 5''j "^ eemm in lalcral Tentriclca; central portions of the brain 
eileusiTely softened, and generally to the degree of diffluence. The sur&cc 
of the brain abo, at the basCj anicriorly, wad in some parts ctjually soft, and 
came off with the membranes when they were raised; in one place, " capillary 
apoplexy" was aeen with the softening to the depth of perhaps one-third nf 
an inch. Pia mater red, fleshy, and finely granulated at the baee, as uaual. 

Id the thorax, there was fonnd old disease of the glands about the lover 
part of the trachea, with a trace of suppuration. At the apes of the left long 
was a small amount of disease, apparently quite reecnt, and peculiar io cha- 
racter. There was, Grst, a small deposit of lymph ; and near it another de- 
pMit, mixed with pus, and surrounded by deep ecuhymosis; between the twn 
were two or three minute whitish points, which may, perhaps, have bL<en (a< 
bercles; but, if they were, tbcy were the only traces of them that were found 
in the thorax. Lungs otherwise quite healthy; universal old pleural adhedons 
on the right side, the left being free, except to a very small extent at the dis- 
eased apex. 

Dr. J. remarked upon the oomparutive frequency of tubercular meningiliii 
in the adult, as observed here. 

August 8. BermaphnxiUism. — Dr. W. I. Bdrnett gave an aeeoant of a 
remarkable case of hermaphroditism, the parts of which he had rcccutly en- 
joyed the opportunity of carefully examining at Cleveland, Ohio. The cue 
bos already been described by Dr. Uiackman, in the number of the Amtri- 
ran Journal of the Meitical Sclaim for July lost, and has attracted no tittle 
attention ; but Dr. B. thought the subject worthy of a farther men^on. 

The individual from whom the structures were taken was a male, 28 nan 
of age. Nothing is known of his early life. He was of English origin, of 
rather a simple mind, and an hostler by occupation. The last eighteen months 
of bis life were spent in the service of a physician in Cleveland. During this 
time, he disclosed none of his peculiarities, but was known to be strangely 
unwol! regularly every month. He manifested rather an aver^on to femafs 
society, and appeared rather iVee from sexual passion. He died from cerebral 
congestion, during one of his monthly attacks. His body was used for ana- 
tomioal dissection, during which bis aciual anomaly was accidentally discovered. 
Al thai lime, the female parts appeared like those of a normal female dnrinf 
nMDStruation ; the uterus was filled with blood, as well also as the vogina, and 
ita eontinuation into the urethra even through the penis. The parts, viUi aD 
tlMir uontiguous tissues, were immediately dissected out carefully from the 
body, and preserved. The pilose system of this individual was feebly de- 
T«ioMd; beard scanty; pelvic and thoracic formatiuu that of a female, ex- 
oaytnif munniie, which were male. Such is the account kindly furnished by 
Ifttbtiat Aoklcy, of Cleveland. 

lb (bllowing IS Dr. Burnett's statement of an anatomical examination of 

Jt£^ark>— Penia of normal size and structure, and presenting tfae 
M^^^MM of ibftt of an adult, mthcr than of a boy before the age of puMity- 
^■MBawHil. ^t empty. 

^^ vMkik unatate gland, vesieulis seminales and bladder wcr* Ilka 
— 1 nuJe, The testicles were situated in the locality of 
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their primitive formation^ and, as before, descended in the foetus. They were 
about half the usual size of a man of that age, and their real testicular struc- 
ture was so apparent that it did not seem necessary to subject the tissue to a 
microscopical examination. From the epididymis of each, passed off, as usual, 
a yas deferens, which, running along the brim of the pelvis, finally terminated 
normally in the urethra, the vesicuks seminales being present as usual. 

Female parts. — The vagina was of the usual size, but at its lower part it 
was contracted into a small tube, which passed into the urethra between the 
lobes of the prostate gland. The communication here between the female 
and male parts was complete and perfect. The vagina was continuous up* 
wardly, with a uterus of normal structure and appearance, and whose sice was 
that of this organ taken from a well-formed female of eighteen years of age. 
(A specimen was at hand for comparison.) The cavity of this uterus was 
complete ; and from it passed off, on each side, an ordinary Fallopian tube, 
which terminated in the usual fimbriated extremity. The ovaries were situ- 
ated in their ordinary locality, and their structure was such as to leave no 
doubt as to their physiological character, without the need of a microscopical 
analysis. 

This case is so remarkable as to be almost without a parallel in the history 
of monstrosities. In the well-known work of Isidore St. Hiliape, one or two 
analogous cases are quoted ; but only one of these refers to the human sub- 
ject. — See, Jtistoire Ginerale et Fariiculihre des Anomalies^ &c. ii. p. 164. 

This instance is all the more worthy of attention, since true hermaphrodit- 
ism in the human subject is totally denied by some, and all cases of this 
" nature are referred, as merely apparent, to false hermaphroditism. Such is the 
opinion held by Bischoff (see Wat/ne/s Handwbrlerbuchy i. p. 918); and 
Yogel (^PalJudogical Anatomy, &c. Philadelphia, 1847, p. 475) thinks that 
the cases given are in the highest degree questionable, and founded on a fidse 
interpretation of the supernumerary parts. 

In the present case, the opportunity for so careful an examination of the 
parts can leave little doubt that the supernumerary parts were not falsely in- 
terpreted. 

It may be added that the existence of such normal female parts, which 
had the function of menstruation, makes it highly probable that 'this indi- 
vidual was capable of impregnation. But it is improbable that the tes- 
ticles ever performed their true function, and so this individual was physio- 
logically only a female, and the mature, normal appearance of the penis was 
probably due, not to virile vigour, but to a periodical excitement contemporary 
with the menstrual function. 

Tetanus : Recovery. Reported by Dr. S. D. Townsend. — ^The patient, a 
female, aged 28, a prostitute of intemperate habits, was breaking ice with a 
fork, on Saturday, July 31, when the fork penetrated the thumb of the left 
hand, under the nail. At 9 o'clock A. M., August 1, she was seized with 
violent spasms, and was seen by Dr. Wm. E. Townsend in the evening, who 
made an incision over the wound, and directed an opiate for her. She was 
taken to the hospital, where Dr. T. saw her about 9 o'clock V. M. The 
paroxysms were extremely violent, recurring every ten minutes, at times oftener, 
and from one to two minutes in duration. During the spasms, the veins of the 
head and neck were very turgid and prominent; respiration entirely sus- 
pended; consciousness not impaired; opisthotonos perfect; pulse not much 
accelerated. The paroxysms continued with the same frequency until IIP. M. 
when they occurred less often, and were not so violent An attempt was made 
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to get her under the influence of ether, vithout raccera. Chloroform was also 
tried, which seemed to have more influence over her; but they both appa- 
rently increased the frequency of the spasms. The warm bath was also used, 
with no better success. Brandy and laudanum were repeatedly rejected br the 
stomach. Fowler's solution, which has been reported to have been succesBUiI in 
several cases, could not be retained. At 5 o'clock A. M., Aug. 2, there was 
a recurrence of the spasms, the patient having six between that time and 11 
A. M. At 8 o'clock, she commenced taking 1 gr. of opium every half hoar, 
which was continued until she had taken 8 grains, when she slept Dr. 
P&rkman saw her with Dr. Townscnd this morning, when it was decided, if 
the spasms w^re not relieved at 1 o'clock, to open the trachea to admit air 
into the lungs during the paroxysms, and the thumb was also again laid open; 
but at that hour she was much relieved. August 3, there was a recurrence 
of the spasms, but with less violence ; opium was repeated until she had taken 
10 grs. ; in the evening, 5 grs. of calomel were given, which operated the next 
morning. August 4, took 3 grs. of opium during the day; had but four 
spasms ; since which she has been entirely free from them. 
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Cancer of the thoracic organB 106, 202 

M tibia 131,316 

„ tongue 294 

conjoined with tubercle 4 

ostoid of the femur 216 

statistics of 7 

Carbonic add gas, asphyxia from 84 

Carcinomatous disease of uterus and vagina 258 

„ tumor in a child of eleven years . . . . 81 

Carcinoma of lung, with symptoms of hydrothoraz .... 106 

Castration, attempt at self-, by a lunatic 199 

Cataract, extraction of traumatic 305 

„ fluid congenital 339 

„ operation for, on a patient aged eighty-eight . . . 341 

Cbblet, Ms. Kobert, letter on vaccine virus 229 

Cephalsematoma 66 

Cerebellum, disease of 264 

„ infusion into 227 

Cerebral disease of peculiar nature 199, 241, 319 

„ and intestinal disease 331 

CerebroHspinal meningitis, epidemic of 35 

Cervix femoris, intercapsular fracture of ..... . 138 

„ uteri, tumor of, removed by caustic 282 

Chest, puncture of, for effusion 72, 94, 167, 176 

Child, expulsion of, while the mother was in the erect position . . 318 

Chloric ether, as disinfecting agent ....... 157 

Chloroform, external use of 190 

Cholera, hydropathic treatment of 51 

Cod liver oil, effect of, on tubercle 171 

Ccecum, ulceration and perforation of, without fiital result . . 135 

Colic, simulating pleurisy 137 

Collodion, application of^ in variola, and in mammary infiammfttian . 135 

Colloid cancer of the stomach 3 

Contraction of the fouces 95 

Convulsions, puerperal 29, 43, 246, 254 

Corrosive subUmate, poisoning by ..... . 107, 109 

Cornea, foreign substance in 346 

Cotyledon umbilicus in epilepsy 268 

Coxyx, fracture or dislocation of^ during labor . . . . 170 

Croton oil, effects of external application of 248 

Croup, treated by nitrate of silver . 11, 56, 144, 155, 183, 202, 211, 322, 347 

„ treated by comp. tincture of chloroform .... 209 

„ false membrane of 232 

„ in the adult 352 

Crystalline lens, dislocation of, without rupture of its capsule . . 154 

„ spontaneous dislocation of^ in utero . 199 

„ spontaneous reclination of .... . 153 

Curvature of lower extremities, recovery without operation 241 
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PAGE. 

Cutaneous painful tubercle 76 

Cut-throat, suicide by 280 

Cyanide of potassiunii poisoning by . . . . . . . 231 

Cyst, rare form of 226 

„ containing oil 325 

„ ovarian 8, 10, 126, 159, 219 

Deafness following Sumatra fever, recovery 241 

„ produced by quinine 253 

Death, case of sudden, with obsciure symptoms . . . 117, 299 

Decapitation of fcrtus in delivery 256, 303 

Deddua in an unimprcgnated uterus 217 

Delirium tremens, effects of profuse hemorrhage on . . . . 61 

Delivery, decapitation of foetus in 256, 303 

Dentition, peculiarity in 282 

Destructive disease of nose, larynx, trachea, &c. . . . . 283 
Development, case of imperfect mental and physical . . . . 262 

Diabetes insipidus 325 

Diaphragm, cadaveric perforation of 296 

Diarrhoea preceding and following labor 253 

Dilatation of os uteri, prolonged 339 

Dislocation of coxyx 170 

„ of crystalline lens 154, 199 

„ of femur 93, 187, 206, 263 

„ of radius 58 

„ of vertebra) without fracture 327 

Diverticulum, causing strangidation of the intestine .... 324 

Dysentery, chronic 161 

„ observations on 12 

„ with peculiar post-mortem appearances . . . . 12 

Ear, bleeding firom, in fracture of the beise of the skull ... 48 

„ closure of external orifice of 336 

„ polyijus of 131 

„ sympathy of, with diseases of the eye 234 

Ebumation of the cartilaginous surfaces of the knee-joint . . 189 

Eczema caused by eating strawberries 162 

Effusion of blood into the pons Varolii and into the cerebellum and 

ventricles 227 

Elbow-joint, resection of 14 

Electricity, atmospheric, effect of, in a case of rheumatism . . 174 

Emphysema of cellular tissue during labor 151 

Encephaloid disease of head and face 244 

„ „ of liver and stomach 118 

„ „ of testis 313, 316 

„ „ of peritoneum 218 

„ tumor in a child 26 

from labium pudendi . • . . . 9 
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«■ between bladder iind ructuni . . - 117 

nchondroma lllil. 32fi 

I BncjBted tumor 82 

I Bpilepey, treated by eotyledon nmbilicna . . . • , . . 2G8 

~ IB pcophylacljc in flowing 307 

I Kydpela^ contagioiunefu qI' US 

following vaocinatiOD 87 

[ Hllieriailion in cbild-bed, cases of 27, 41 

ihenomeiui connected with U3 

m of elbow-joint H 

of portion of lower jaw G2. 86 

of upper jaw 113 

I iBspnltion of a child while the mother was in the erect pontioii . 3\S 

I Bxtanal application of remedies, occasional effects of . . . 218 

ne f(Etfttion 337 

m of bladder 26fi 

^re, eztdrpatjon of 12£. 314 

malignant disease of 3 14 

metnnoBiB of ee, lOl, 264 

.1 syphilitic dineiae of 230 

Byehahen, pedicuU of 3(lfi 

faoe, fractiue of 47 

„ encephaliMd disease of 24i 

£Um membrane of croup 232 

Fatal disease with obscure symptomit 26i 

PMty Uver 72, 326 

ofinusclo 282 

f, after ulceration 9fi 

Femoral artery, rnpture of 22 

Femur, diilocation of 93, IBT, 206i 263 

fracture of 138, 174, 296 

„ resection of head of 39fl 

Fever, cases of difficult diognoids of 221 

nbro-plaatio in&ltration of the skin 240 

Fiteo-ploitic tumor 218, 234, 341, 3S3 

Fibrous tumor of the uteruB 219, 223, 309 

I Vltaate of the palate 279, 350 

„ of the cerebrum, by contre-coup 3B0 

KitulouB opcuii^ after operation on upper eyelid .... 06 

Flawing prevented by ergot 307 

FoetAtion, extra-uterine 387 

FtEtns, acephalous 133 

., ojiancephalouB 346 

„ decapitation of, in delivery 266, 303 

„ L-ffect ot imagination of mother on 287 

„ microscopicol anatomy of 249, 2S4 

Foreign bodies in the nir-pasoageA 18, 49, 301 
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Foreign substance in cornea 346 

Fracture of the cox3rx during labor 170 

„ comminuted, of femur 296 

„ compound, iftto knee-joint 300 

„ compound, of humerus 277 

„ of the face 47 

„ of the femur (cer^-ix) 138, 174 

„ incomplete of the tibia and fibula 341 

„ of the pdvis 148 

„ of the radius 205 

„ of the vertebrsD 109, 138, 286, 307 

Friction sound of liver in ascites 82 

Gallstones, fetal case of 233 

Gangrene of appendix ca>ci 111,163 

Generation, imperfect development of organs of .... 339 

Glottis, fatal case of cpdemu of 60 

Gonorrhcea, singular reputed origin of 342 

Ctout 146 

Gouty deposit 211 

G^nulated liver, with jaimdice and hemorrhage . . . 91 

Hoematocele 49 

Hare-lip, nursing immediately after operation for ... . 50 

Head, fcrtal, removal of 256, 303 

Heart, true aneurism of 64 

,, concentric h>ix?rtrophy of left ventricle of . . . . 313 

,, containing piLs 142 

„ mali'ormation of 22, Gf> 

M sudden death from disease of . . . . . . . 117 

„ valvuLir dist^asc of 22, 237 

,, wound of . . 327 

Hemiplegia, rapid recovery . . . . . . . . 347 

Hemlock bark, effects of external application of, in a child . . 304 

Hemorrhage, in c<mncH?tion with jaundice .... 56,91, 233, 311 

„ effect** of, in delirium tremens ..... 61 

„ from the ))owels in tj7)hoid fever .... 185, 1S7 

„ from the mouth, &c., in new-born children . . 152, 243 

„ from the uretlu-a ^2 

,, secondary 274, 275 

„ fatal case of, from the funis 245, 248 

„ from the splenic artery ....... 9 

,, death from, during an operation .... 314 

„ death of a child from 343 

„ (See Bleeding.) 

Hermaphrodism, case of 356 

Hernia, stran^Lited 20S 

Hip-joint, disloc-ation of 93, 1H7, 263 
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Horn, extirpBtioii of, firom the forehead 110 

Humerus, compound fracture of 277 

„ necrosis of 352 

Hydatid degeneration of ovum 79 

Hydatids, uterine 310 

Hydrocephalus 1, 2, 158 

Hydrometra 83 

Hydronephrosis 207 

Hydropathic treatment of cholera 51 

Hydrophobia 15, 19 

Hydrothorax, symptoms of, in a case of carcinoma of the lung . 106 

Hyoscyamus, causing urticaria 163 

Hypertrophy, concentric, of heart 313 

Hypospadias 149 

Hysterocele 250 

Icterus, with yellow vision 345 

Icthyosis cornea 177 

Imagination, (effects of, in pregnant females, on the fcetus . . . 287 

Impalement upon a pitchfork handle, entering per vaginam . . 344 

imperfiect mental and physical development 262 

Imperforate anus in a child 295 

„ „ in a pig 86 

„ rectum 130 

„ vagina 69 

Incisor teeth, from jaw of new-bom child 217 

Intermittent fever, case of, originating in Boston . . . • 112 

Internal iliac artery, ligature of 14 

„ „ „ wound of, in an attempt to procure abortion 261 

Intestinal and cerebral disease . . ; 331 

Intestine, symptoms of obstruction of, produced by buttons . 120 

„ carcinomatous disease of 100 

„ intussusception of 7 

„ strangulation of 138, 324, 353 

„ perforation of 135,259,336 

Intussusception • . . 7, 215, 236 

Inversion of uterus 22, 31 

Iris, traumatic ii^juries of 164 

Jaundice, terminating in hemorrhage and death 56, 91, 233, 311 

Jaw, upper, excision of 113 

„ lower, excision of 62, 85 

Keloides 141 

Kirronosis of Lobstein 316 

Knee-joint, compound fractm'e into 300 

„ disease of 216 

„ ebumation of cartilaginous siurfaces of . . • • 189 
2 



368 INDEX. 

PAQS. 

Ejiee-joint, removal of loose bodies from 6 

Kousso 186, 318 

Labium pudendi, cncq)haloid tumor of 9 

Labor, complicated vriili emphysema of cellular tissue . . . 151 

Lachrymal sac, congeiiital absence of 8 

Laryngitis 13, 72, 224 

„ unusual form of 63 

„ ^-ith iniiummatiou of sub-mucous tissue of trachea . . 99 

Laryngotomy 233 

Jjoryns., timior i^ithin the 79 

Laudanum, death from 47 

ingestion of half an ounce of 317 

poisoning from, treated by tobacco 181 

Lead, molten, poured into the car 213 

Lens. (See Cr^-stalline.) 

Liquor amnii, excessive quantity of 128, 253 

Lithotomy, peculiar case of 292 

Liver, cancer of 117, 118 

extensive suppuration of 298 

fatty 72, 32o 

frictiou sound over, in ascites 82 

granulated, with jaundice and hemorrhage . . . . 91 

„ and spleen, enlargement and disease of 142 

Local external ai)plication of remedies, occasional effects of . . 248 

Lung, cjmcer of 106, 202 

„ rupture of 47 

Lupus 225 
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Malformation of upixT extreiuity 276 

Malignant disease suiKTveniug on a non-malignant growth . . 48 

„ n of lower jaw . . . . ^ . . . . G2 

„ „ of testicle, resembling hydrocele . . . . 154 

„ tumor of ann 132 

„ „ of tibia 131 

Mammary inflanuiuitioii loC 

„ „ treated by collodion 13o 

Mania, imerperal 334 

Materiid from a tumor of the tliigh 21 S 

Maxillary l)ouc, excision of suj)erior 113 

„ „ excision of ix)rtion of inferior 62, 85 

Medical jiirisi)rudenci' 210 

Melanosis of the eye 69, 101, 204 

Meningitis, ctTebro-Npinal, ejjideniic of 35 

Meningitis, tubercular, in the adult 355 

„ „ eomi)licate(i by measles 342 

„ ,, »:crebral symptoms resembling . . . 343 

Menstruation, vicarious, during nursing tu 
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Menstmatioii, precocious ........ 261» 268 

Mercurial poisoning ......••• 3^3 

Metacarpal boue, Bequcstrum from 302 

Microscopical anatomy 133 

„ „ of the foetus 249. 254 

If f, appearance of a fossil shark's tooth . . • 201 

Milk, prolonged secretion of 174 

Molten lead, poured into the car 218 

Monstrosity 86, 133, 286 

Mons Veneris, abscess in 166 

„ „ tumor of 188 

Muscular anomalies 319 

Najvus over knee-joint 344 

Narcs, method of extracting foreign bodies from .... 48 

Nausea and vomiting of pregnancy, remedy for . . • . 261 

Necrosis of maxillary bones, &c., from fumes of phosphorus . . 219 

„ of humerus 362 

Nephritis, acute, latent 124 

Neuralgia, from retention of a deciduous tooth . . • • 61 

„ of eighteen years' standing, cured by operation . • ^^ 

trephining inferior maxillary bone for . . • . 6, 66 

operations for 329 

Nitrate of silver, in croup 11, 66, 144 

Nitric add, poisoning by 78 

Nostril, extraction of foreign bodies from *3 

Nursing, vicarious menstruation during 87 

„ after operation for hare-lip 60 

Obstruction of intestines by buttons 120 

(Edema of the glottis • . . 60, 100, 224 

Qilsophagus, foreign body in 268 

Oil in the urine 179 

Oil in a cyst from the |)arotid region 326 

Oleaginous cyst 226 

01(actory nerve, affection of, with loss of smell and taste . . . 102 

Opium, poisoning by .311 

Orbit, tumor of 76, 92, 126 

Osseous disease, of long standing 212 

Ostoid cancer of the femur 216 

Otorrhcea of twenty years' standing, terminating fittally by hemorrhage 168 

0^'arium tumor 10, 17, 126 

Ovaritis 327 

Ovum, blighted and retained 6,66, 223, 307 

„ hydatid degeneration of 79 

Painful cutaneous tubercle 76 

Palate, operation for fissure of 279 
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ParaccnteBis thoradB, for effusioii 72, 94, 167t 176 

„ abdominis, posture of patient in 317 

Paralysis of long thoracic nerve 5 

„ recovery from, by an effort of the will .... 304 

Parasites, vegetable and animal, of the teeth 69 

Parotid gland, successful removal oi, for sdrrhotis disease . . . 235 
Patella, rupture of ligament of, treated without bandages . . . 270 

Pediculi of the eyelashes 305 

Pelvis, fracture of 148 

Perforation of the intestine 135, 259, 336 

„ of the diaphragm 296 

Pericarditis, hemorrhagic form 59 

„ with hypertrophy and dilatation of the heart . . . 346 

Peritoneum, cnccphaloid disease of 218 

Peritonitis, puerperal 231 

Peyer's glands, affection of, in acute infEintile diseases . . . 188 

Phosphorus, fumes of, causing necrosis 219 

Phthisis, acute 286 

„ with purpura hemorrhagica 312 

Placenta pncvia, cases of 33, 43, 247, 273 

Pleura, sudden effusion into, after scarlatina 7 

Pleurisy, paracentesis in 72, 94, 167, 176 

„ followed by pneumothorax and gangrene .... 73 

„ simulated by colic 137 

Pneumonia, vesicular 286 

„ rapid case of 299, 30-4 

Poisoning by aconite 311 

„ by belladonua and opium 311 

bv corrosive sublimate ...... 107, 109 

by cj*anide of potassium 231 

„ by laudanum 47, 181, 317 

„ by mercury 333 

„ by nitric acid 78 

bv strawberries It32 

new mode of evacuating the stomach in cases of . . 182 

Poison, animal 60 

Polypus of iutfstinc, witli intussusception 7 

of the uterus 22. Uio 

„ of the car 131 

Pons Vjirolii, effusion of blood into 227 

Pregiuiucy, ctuso of difficulty in determining 1 33 

„ romtxly for the naust^ and vomiting <^f . . . . 251 

Presentation, abnormal 217 

„ ., fn.H|uonoy of, in the same individual . . 3oO 

Prurigo following bronchitis in a pregnant female . . . . 179 

Psoriasis, treatment by ars<.»nic tvi 

„ guttatii s}-philitica 167 

Puerperal convulsions 246, 254 
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Puerperal fever 129 

„ mania 334 

„ peritonitis 231 

Pulmonary apoplexy 118, 127 

„ disease of^ doubtfol natnic 286 

Purpura hemorrhagica 265 

„ „ occurring in phthisis 312 

Pus in the cavity of the uterus 121 

„ concrete, in the heart 142 

„ within the shaft of the tibia 266 

Radius, dislocation of head of 58 

„ disease of, after fracture 80 

„ fracture of 232 

„ „ treated by Beaumont's apparatus . . 205 

Recto-vaginal fistula 274 

Rcctimi, encephaloid tumor of 117 

„ imperforate 8, 86, 130 

„ and bladder, sdrrhus tumor of 123 

Reduction of dislocation of hip (manual) by means of ether . 263 

Remittent fever treated by arsenic 252 

Resection of head of femur 226 

Rheumatism, peculiar case of 243 

„ effects of lightning on 174 

Rupture of ligament of patella, treated without bandages . . . 270 

„ of femoral artery 22 

„ of lung 47 

„ of uterus 130 

„ of bladder 148 

Salivation, accidental 252 

„ recurring 179 

„ in pregnancy 228 

Sartorius muscle, tumor connected with 294 

Scarlatina, followed by effusion into the chest 7 

„ concomitant with typhoid fever 177 

„ tobacco smoke as a prophylactic in 331 

Scirrhous tumor of rectum and bladder 123 

Sdrrhus of the breast 212 

„ of the parotid gland 235 

Sclerotic, morbid growth on 343 

Scrofulous disease of testicle 305 

Secondary hemorrhage after delivery 274, 275 

Sequestnmi from metacarpal bone 302 

Ship fever (supposed) - . 333 

Shoulder-joint, amputation at 132, 164 

„ excision of 335 

Singing replacing power to articulate 312 
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Skin, ftliro-plaBtio infiltntioa of HO 

Small-poz, applicBtion of oollodion to the puiftnlai . ... 186 

Smell and taste^ remarks on the identity of lOS 

Spennatic oord, adipose tnmon of 56 

Spina bifida 266 

Spinal disease, caae of 296 

%uie^ fracture of 266 

Spleen, great enlargement of 142 

Splenic artery, hemoxrhage from 9 

Staphyloraphy 279,860 

Stomach, encephaldd disease of 116 

„ cancer of 886 

„ cadayeric softening of 296 

„ chronic nicer of 9, 77 

„ colloid cancer of 8 

Strangulated hernia * 208 

Strangulation from enlarged tonsil 288 

„ of intestine, by a diyerticulum 824 

„ „ „ by appendix ccsci 858 

„ „ „ after fracture of the cer?ix ftmoris 188 

Strawberries, poisoning from eating 162 

Strychnia as a cumulatiye poison 182 

Suppuration of liyer 298 

Syphilitic disease of eye 220 

ulcer and constitutional symptoms 15 years after exposure . 166 
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Taenia solium 207 

„ treated by kousso «... 318 

Teeih, parasites on 59 

„ in a new-born child 217 

Tendon, detachment of, by violence 831 

Testicle, encephaloid disease of 818, 316 

„ injury to 206 

„ malignant disease of, resembling hydrocele .... 164 

„ retained in the groin . 139 

„ scrofulous disease of . 305 

Tetanus, case of, recovery 357 

Thumb, anchylosis of 189 

Tibia, trephining of, for abscetss 266 

„ malignant disease of 131, 316 

Tic-douloiu'cux, trephining jaw for 6, 65 

Tongue, cancer of 294 

Tonsil, calcidus of 131 

„ strangulation from enlarged 288 

Trachea, death from a bean in 49 

Tracheotomy, for a>dema of glottis 13, lOO 

„ in croup * 822 

Trepanning of inferior maxillary bone 6 
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Trepanning for on old depression, occasioning idiocy . . , 47 

Trephining tibia, for abscess 266 

Tubercle, conjoined with cancer 4 

„ encysted, of the vertebral interarticular cartilage . . 236 

„ mass of, ejected from the mouth 302 

„ resolution of, under cod liver oil 171 

„ piiinful cutaneous 70 

Tubercular meningitis in the adult 3oo 

„ „ diagnostic sign in 276 

„ disease, rale at the base of the lungs .... 349 
Tuberculous disease of the lungs, secondary to that of mesenteric 

glands 150 

Tuberculous disease, with congestion of lung 155 

„ and scrofulous disease of '\*arious organs . . . 151 

Tumor, adipose of s}K>rmacic cord 5() 

„ anomalous, of abdomen 13 

„ of the ann 132 

„ of the breast 212, 234, 300 

„ carcinomatous, in a child of eleven years . . . . 81 

„ of cervix uteri, removed by caustic 2S2 

„ connected Avith sartorius 294 

„ encepholoid in a child of five years 20 

„ „ from labium pudendi 9 

„ encysted 82 

„ „ over scapula 83 

,* „ of ovary 17, 125, 159 

„ fibrous, of uterus 219, 309 

„ fibro-pliwtic 219, 241, 283 

„ from submaxillary region 208 

„ fusiform, of thigh . 210 

„ of mons Veneris 188 

„ of orbit 76, 92, 125 

„ scirrhous, of rectum and bladder 123 

„ of tibia 131 

„ within the globe of the eye 93 

„ "within the larynx 79 

„ of breast, sudden disappearance of 214 

Tuphlo-enteritis 244 

Turpentine, oil of, in excessive dose 149 

Typhoid fever concomitant with scarlatina 177 

„ hemorrhage from the bowels in . . ^ . 185, 187 

Typhus, drawings and daguerreotyi)e views of the lesions of . . 2 

Ulceration and perforation of the coecum, without fatal result . . 135 

Ulcer of the stomach (chronic) 9, 77 

„ of the leg 282 

Umbilical cord, immediate division of, in connection with sudden 

death of the child 162 
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Urethra, hemorrliage from 92 

Uriiie containing oil 179 

Urticaria from hyoscyamuB 163 

Uterine hydatids 310 

Uterus, carcinomatous disease of 201, 202, 258 

„ excision of a hirgc portion of 22 

„ filirous timior of 219, 223, 309 

„ inversion of 22, 31 

„ occlusion of 355 

»♦ polypus of 22, 196 

„ prolonged dilatation of mouth of 339 

„ rupture of 139 

„ (See Womb.) 

Vaccination, followed by erysipelas 87 

„ peculiar case of 169 

Vaccine virus 229 

Vagina, carcinomatous disease of 258 

„ imperforate 69 

„ occlusion of 252, 270, 271> 272, 353, 355 

Variola in a pregnant female, not communicated to child . . . 147 

„ after vaccination and \'arioloid 169 

Varix, aneiu'lsmal, of ext. carotid artery and ezt. jugular rein . . 301 

Ventral hysterocclc 250 

Vertebra*, fracture of 109, 138, 285, 307 

„ dislocation of, without I'racturc 327 

Vesicular distusc of skin, in new-born inlant 75 

Vicarious nienstriuition during hit-tation ...... 07 

Vomitinj;, new mode of producing . 15*2 



Want of synchronism in the ventricular pulsations of the heart . 2 Go 

Whortlel)crry setnls I Kissed from the bladder . . . . . 13 

Womb, sudden growth of, during pregnancy 238 

Wound of the alKlonicn 184 

Yellow vision in icterus . 345 



E R U A T A. 

l*8g« 23. liut' '23, for golution of soda read " ralutioD uf chloride of soda.*' 
„ S4, ., 20, for fen.^thle read *' inst^nt^iblc" 
,, So, .. 40, for bictuipid nfrre read '' bicuspid, nt'Vcr." 
,. 2&J, „ 40 aiid 48 for 4rr*. read " gtt*." 



LANE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

void fine, ihis book should be reiurned o 
ire ilip dale Inst stamped below. 




Vol.1 Boston Soc. for Med, 
1863 Improvement. 
30189 


XAllI 


DATE DUE 


VVCjHv'i (ii, 


U * ^ 1%S 


















_ 






















. 




.^1 




.^^1 




.^^^1 




.^^^^H 


A 


1 


■jM 


.^^1 


.^^^1 


.^^^^H 


^^^^^1 



